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viii Prefact. 

find m the larger handbook * summaries of many 
matters which will bo useful for oral instruction. 
Excluding the tables and maps, the period B.C. 55 to 
1857 is comprised about 400 pages, which will 
make the wofk, if used as a text-book, lend itself 
best to a two years* course, but a private student or 
a form which can give more than one hour a week 
will have no difficulty in mastering its contents in a 
much .shorter time 

In conclusion, I can only add that I am as conscious 
as any one can be of the many shortcomings of the 
book. I have done my best to get rid of mistakes, 
with the aid of friends who have been so good as to 
help me, among whom I should specially mention 
Bishop Stubbs, who was good enough to examine a 
specially difficult constitutional passage; Professor 
Creighton ; Mr. George Nutt, of Rugby; Rev. A. B. 
Beaven, of Preston ; and Mr. II. Richardson, of Marl¬ 
borough—to all of whom I owe a great debt of thanks. 
Some errors, however, are likely to survive^ the most 
careful revision, and it will be a great kindness in 
those who use the book if they will supply me with 
lists of such as they may find. 

C. R. 

Leeds, ApHi, 1SS7. ^ 

• A Ilnmlbook in Outline of the Political History of England.” 
Chronologically arranged. By A. H. Dyke AcUnd, M.P,, and Cyril 
Kansome, M.A, 



PREFACri 

The aim of this History of Enj,^]anti is I:o give a 
short narrative of the growth of the British Empire 
and Constitution from the earliest times to the pre¬ 
sent day, in such a form and within such limits as 
shall supply the wants of middle and upper forms 
at schools, candidates for university and civil service 
examinations, and for the army and navy, pu])il and 
assistant teachers at elementary schools, and students 
in training colleges, and also shall give a clear and 
intelligible account of those events and institutions 
a knowledge of which is so much needed by the 
student of modern political life. 

To attain all these ends within the space of 450 
pages has been a most difficult task, and a rigid 
censorship hgis been needed, both in choosing the 
subjects and events to be mentioned, and in allotting 
an appropriate space to each. In deciding what 
subjects to admit, I have had with great regret to 
omit all references to the manner.# and customs of 
the people, except where they have borne directly 
upon political events; on -the other hand, greater 
space has been given to the working of economic 
causes than has been usual in a book of this size 

A3 
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Again, I have omitted all reference to literature ex¬ 
cept where strictly connected with history, partly 
because I am led think that the mere facts boys 
leam on* this ^subject are of little and also because 
the teaching of literature is happily being made a 
separate department from the teaching of history, 
fn allotting space, I have been guided by the follow¬ 
ing considerations. If any event, such as the dcatli 
of Charles I., or the crusade of Richard I., is certain 
to have been pathetically or graphically described 
in the first history put into a child’s hands, whatever 
that may be, I have contented myself with a mere 
statement of fact; if an event, and especially a 
constitutional event, was likely to be new to my 
readers, I have spared no pains to make it intelligible 
and vivid. Everywhere I have been guided by what 
£ have learnt, as a practical teacher, of the difficulties 
which most readers find hardest to surmount, and I 
have tried to bear in mind that the object of teaching 
history is not to cram with facts and dates (useful^ 
and indeed necessary, as these are), but to awaken 
thought, and especially to teach the habit of thinking 
intelligently about tile political events of our own and 
other countries. 

The history is divided into nine I ooks, according 
to dynasties, and each chapter contains, as a rule, the 
reign of one king. At the beginning of each book 
are placed gcnorlogics of the royal familtesi and 
pedigrees to illustrate special points are given in the 
notes. At the head of ^ach reign is a list of the 
notable characters to whom attention is to be directed. 
Numerous maps and plans are given, with tables of 
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the chief events, and a complete analysis is provided 
by the table of contents. 

The style aims at being simple, but not childish. 
In spelling’, I have in the earlier part of the^ work 
followed that given by Dr. Stubbs iif his “ English 
Constitutional Histoiy.” With him I have rejected 
the use of such forms as .f'Elfred for Alfred, and 
Eadward for Edward, believing that no good ia 
gained by such accuracy comparable to Uie injury 
done by accentuating in a boy's mind the idea that 
our ancestors were not men like ourseIve.s. In 
otlier cases I have followed the modern spelling, 
and have called men and places by the names by 
which they have been familiar to many generations 
of Englishmen. 

In dealing with the later history I have not 
attempted to do more than give such connecting 
links as slrall enable the reader to carry on the thread 
of the narrative to the time when his own memory 
begins to ^serve him, carefully keeping clear of party 
questions by confining myself to simple statements 
of facts, and throughout I have taken pains not to 
use expressions which would be likely to wound the 
feelings of any religious body, or of any of the peoples 
who are united with Englishmen in a single 
kingdom. 

The Skeleton History of England,* published in 
1882, by Mr. A. H. Dyke Aclancj^ and myself, may be 
used as a companion to this book, and teachers will 

♦ •‘A Skdeton Outime of Ihe^listoiy of England,” l>eing an abridg 
nient of ** A Uandbook in Outline of tlic Political Histoiy of England.” 
By A. H. Dyke Acland, M.P., and Cytil Ransomcj M.A, u. 6</. 
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Norman Kings* 

Tho movomeritfl of young ITeniy were viewed with suspicion by 
Stephen, who attempted to get the bishops to recognize his own 
Honi-yftc- son Eub^ace as his successor; hut they, headed by 
Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, Tefuse<l to do 
auccoasor. this, and fioon afterwards KtisUco died. In 1153 
Henry invaded England and renewed the war; but, after his stiu’s 
death, Stjjjhen liad little lieart for the contest, and it wris not 
hard to bring abemt an jirrang^^^ at Wa^^pgfonh Jby-which 
liOTy .was recognized 08 tlie heir to the ibrojrje. Tho last year of 
Stephen's reign was occupied by an attempt to put a stop to some 
of tho disorder which was going on in the kingdom, mid in the 
midst of it Stephen died, in 1154, after .an an^i^hy, r^tliejc.tlian 
t;<2Jgn, wliich had lasted nioetocn years. 


GENERAL EVENTS OF 711 E NORMAN PERIOD* 


Last Kebolliou of Htft Knglish against tlie Normans 


... 1071 

First Kt‘bellioa by Norman Barons.. 


... 1074 

Domesday Book compiled . 


... 1085 

First Cnisado ... .. . 

• « • 

1005-1099 

Henry I.’s Charter . . 

f •• 

... 1100 

Investiture dispute settled .. » 


... 1107 

Itoger of Salisbury’ begins to organize the Curia Ticgia 

» P« 

... 1107 

Treaty of Walliogford 

• « * 

... 1153 


CHIEF BATTLES OF NORMAN PERIOD* 

Xlft&tulgs * • • **. ■«. ... Atv *** 4.4 10(]6 

Tcuchebrai .* . «. 1106 

Northallerton ■»* ♦» f •'I- %•¥ «•* '^•4 ^ 1U8 






BOOK I 


ENGLAI^rt BEFORE THE NORMAN CONQUEST 








X.^K 1 KGS OF THE HOUSE OF EGBERT, 

Egbert, « 02 - 839 . 

! 

EtholwiOf, 839 858 . 

--J--- 1 

Ethelbert, Etholrod I., AlfV’e 4 # 

8 tiO' 8 Go. ICl-GOl. 

_^_J_! 


( —“ 

Ethclbakl, 

86 S-" 8 uO, 




Edward til© Elder, 901-025. 
Athelstan, 925-0 to. Edmutld I., o tO-OlO, Edrod, 940~9r>6. 


I 

Edwy, 955 059. 


I 


Edgar, 959’075. 


Edward tlio Martyr, EtHolred the Unready, ^ (1) Elglvu; 
975-979. 979-lOltJ. |(2)Emmaof 

I 2 ? 0 Tmaridy, 

I ' . “T .. 

(1) Edmund Ironside, (2) Edward tho Confessor, 

1016. 1042-lOCe. 

\ 

^ -^---1 

li)dmeQdt d. 1050. Kchv ard, d, 1067. 

Edgar Atlelingy d. 1120. Margaret, d. 1093 Malcolm Canmotri d. 1096. 

Matilda, d. 1^8 ^ Henfy I., d. 1186. 

II.«-THE BANISFr KINGS OF ENGLAND. 
Harold Blatand or Blaetootti. 

... I 

I _ 


8 i»eyn, d. lOU. 
Canute. I 0 id- 19 ». 

..t.:._- 


Great-cmnddaughtw of 
Harold Blattmd ~ Godwin. 


^ I 

HoroldXf Hardioanute (Kmma's »on) 

1040-1042. 


» I 


Harold II . Edith, i Hdward Tortfa, 
d, 106 & d.I 07 &. the d, I«d 6 , 

Confesaor# 


«ov«re}gn 9 in large type. 

( 2 ) aigmdes by ae^nd wife or bnsbaad. 




DlirrAlS' UNDEU T)IK ROMANS. 


Mkn of pnro English hliWil belong to (ho Low German group of 
tho Touloiiio branch of tho Aryan, faihily of nations, b ew or nooo 

however, arc of pure descent, and some of the 
rftoe. best qualities of mralcrn Englishmen are due to the 
mixture of tho English blood with that of other races. Tho 
mixed English race of to-day is also descended from tho primitive 
inhahilaiits of those islands, from tho Colts or ancient l^rilons, from 
tho Anglos, Sa.xons and Jules, from the Northmen or Danes, from 
tho Normans, and from. French fiml Flemish settlers, who have at 


one lime or another settled in these islands. 

Except Um primitive inhabitants, all these Taccs..aro niOwhers of 
one fornily, the Aryan, which is thought by eomo to KaVe dwelt 
Tb« Aryan originally in Central Asia, by othei'^ along the shores 
fatniiy, gea. To. it belong the Hindoos, now 


with ti3 eiibjccts of the Queen, tho Persians, the Greeks, and the 
Bomans, ocsiues monl of the iiiatioDs of modem Ettropo^; 

The first Arj^ana who are known to have settled in Europe were 
the Colts, the Greeks, and the Italians, who, driving out before them 
or Conquering the primitive Inhabitants, exactly as the 
English have done in modem times in America and 
Aryan*. Australia, made homes for ihemsdv^ in Greece, ttaly, 
Gaul, Spain, andtllj British Isles. After tlvem came the ,Teutons. 
One branch of these, the Germans, occnpitKl the plain of Central 
Europe, the greater part of which ie still knovrn by ^ 
another, the Goths, settled for tho moS part along the 
a third, the Scandinav^W, occapied Norway, Sw^^n,aQd&iiltnarkr 
Tlie la^ hiAhch, of any sue, to oppok in Europe were the • Slave, 
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whom we fintl living in Russia and Poland, and in many of tlio lands 
by tlie Daiuibo, wbcro they took the place of the Goths. 

Meanwhile the fonncr inliahitantii of ^hirope» who were not 

Aryans but Turanians, Iiad citlier hoc-n aC.sorhcd in the ranks of 

their Aiwan con«nn‘rnrs, or been forced to take refufft? * 

, ‘ ^ , Prlmltlva in- 

II) out-ot-lJic-way |ilacos wlioro the Aryans did not habitant* of 

care to follosv tlicm; anti a few' of their desoendants, 

whom we can recognize hy their language, may l>o found there lit 

the present day, .‘■ncli as 11 if l^a^»]neH vf llm Pyroncos., and possibly 

Iho Lapps of the north ofdairope. At a much later time, two more 

Turanian races came from Asia and settled in Kuropo, taterxura- 

driving out or eonquoring the Aryan iiihabilanta. niaia 

These are the Hungarians, who call thomsdves Magyars, and tlio 

Ottoman Turks, wlio still hold Constantinople; but thiB bappi^nad iti 

comparatively modem times. 

At the beginning of the CJirislian era, the Aryans were In 
possession of almost the whole of Europe, but even at the present 
day tbeir migrations have not ceased; for since the 
discovery of America and Australia thousands of tio»«oftix« 
Aiyjuis—Knglish, Hutch, Germans, Spaniards, Portii- Axfimi#. 
giiese, and French—have left Europe and settled in those eountriea, 
Allans, also, have dispossessed Negroes, Arabs, and Chinese in 


various part« of Africa and. Asia; indeed, not a year passes witliout 
tlic Aryan race making itself master of some district hitherto held 
by one of the other races of mankind. 

These migrations took hundreds of years—it is irnpossihlo to say 
how long—but the Aryans of Southern Europe had become settled 
and civiHxed, while lhos<i of the north were savage AryAn 
and barbarous. Thus the Greeks and Romans were civuiaatioo. i 
cultivated and learned nations, and had protluced .some of the 
master^pieces of literature and art, while the Britons and Germans 
were little better tlian Wvages. ^ 

( The first civilized man who is recorded to h)ve visited our isiands 
was I^ilieas, wlio in. the fourtfi century lK?foro Christ was sent by 
the .m^bajats of the Greek colonj^ of Marseilles to apythew^j 
try U|)i a h*ade witli the people of the north. voyagf;| 

tijc Straits of Gibraltar to Britain, and aftefvmtbg 
sail to the east and mode his way^td die m<mth 
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of the Vifcttila. Thence he returned to Jutland, and after coasting 
along the shores of Norway as far as the Arctic circle, returned to 
Bntftin. He then sailcti to Oatd, and returned to Marseilles by 
land»^ Tlio result of his discoveries was the opening up of trade 
between MarseilltiH and Britain. 

After a time Marseilles fell Into tho hands of tho Homans, who, 
after defeating the Carthaginians, rondo thewselvcB roasters of tho 
whole coast of the Mediterranean. , Thcir general, : Julius Caesar, after 
5 c» 0 ftr*e conquering the Gauls, <ioterrnincd to explore tho island 
4 tovo*ion«. Bi itaui, which ho knew to bo inhabited by a kindred 
rac$, from whom tho Gauls of tho continent had received assistance 
in tiro struggle with tho Homan annics. With this view ho made two 
expeditions in tho yeans 55 and 5i B.c,, but finding tliat the warlike 
inhabitants made a vigorous rosistanco, he made no serious attempt 
to conquer the island, and contented himself W'ith making a treaty 
with the inhabitants,Jof whom he gives us a valualde account. 

A glance at the map shows tliat^Britain is divided by natoi'e into 
two well-marked portions; ^ The north and west are rugged and 
Physical ueo- n*««»tamous; tlie south and cast undulatingand fertile. 

^itansu ^ Again, in consequence of the position of the hills, 
most of tho rainfalls in tho north and west; the soutli 
and cast are comparatively dry. In the nortli ackl west ^ rivem 


are for the most part short and rapid ; in the they 

ate long, deep, and navigable. The result is 

south are districts which are fertile atid easily ci|itiyatedt. while 

those in the north'and west are, for the most part, for 

pasturago or mining.^* It is only withmthe lost himdfed fifty 

years, sineo coal lias been uSi^ instead of wood for 

smelting iron and also for driving machinery, the iC^ and iron 

of the north and west has bben turned to imroh 

during by far the greater part of our the 

have been rich, the north and west poor. ; 

These circuin^nces have had tlio greatest e^eet 
history. ;^'he strongest race has always kept the 

weaker racjfs have had to be coul^t v^.the 
districts and poorer soils. 

^aad ontlie too, coaM most easily trade with Europe, and that 
increased tlie civilization of its inhabitantp^^Nowls^ 
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ail this is ohaiigeii. Manufactures an<l not agriculturo are the chief 
sources of our wealth; our trade witi» Americi^ aiul tho colonics is 
at least equal to our trade with Europe, aifl consequently the north 
and west have now attained a prosperity and importance which 
is the very reverse of tliclr old condition. These facts miist he 
borne in mind while reading tho history of England, because we 
always want to know which districts are tho nn^t wealtliv and 
the mc«t civilized, as it is alwaysf those diatricte which are first 
seized by any powcrhd conqueror, ainl which have always tho most 
wreight In the polities of the country.^ 

/^In Cmsar’s time Great Britain ietud Ireland wore inliabited by 
tTrrce races, of whom two wore Aryans of tlio Celtic branch, ami the 
third was Turanian. Tim names of the two first were iuc«*of 
the Goidels and the Brythons, from which we get the Britain, 
names Gael and Briton; tho third are gcmerally called tlio Ivemians, 
or Hiberniaus^which is tho same word whose root we find in Erin 
and Erse.> The Ivemians must at some time have 
occupied tho whole of the islands, but long before iliis 
period they liad been driven westward by tiro conquering Goidels, 
and it is doubtful whether they lived as a Bcparato race anywhere 
except in Ireland and tho Highlands of Scotland, 
f The Goidels, who had driven the Iveruians from the east of Ure 
island, had in jiheir turn been driven westward by tlio Brythona 
AccoidiB^y WO find tlie Goidels occupying the east 
of Ireland,; North and South Wales, Cornwall and ***' 

Bevon^dre, tho lake district between Morecambo Bay and the 
Sblvmy ^hthf Galloway, ai^ possibly other districts in the west of 
Scotland. : In these districts their language was spoken, but it fo 
believed that both ijt blood and speech they had been much afTected 
by the Ivetnians wim whom they Bad been driven to associate by 
the conquests of tho B 

:The last eohiSrs, the Brythons, held all the best lands. In tbeir 
hands. T^as all moijih England, except the Goidelio d^tricts wn*. 
tfe)ied^^.alK>yep an^^ made their w^ay to the 

shores of Cardigan Bay, so that tiic^Goidels of North 
and Wales were divided from one another by the Brython^ 
territ^ of Powys. In modern Scotland diey held oil the lowi#da 
exae]^...Gkdlb and hod oven made toeir Way nbr^ of 


Brvtbwaa. 
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Tay. The rest of the country was divided between the Goidels of 
the west aiid the Ivernians of the north. 

The Ivemians, GoideV) and Brythonj represent three degrees 
of civilization, ^jo Ivcmians being the lowest. Cfcsur found tho 
Britisti Hrythons of tho south as civilized as their kinsmen 
oiviiotAtion. fjf lie mentions that the Bryl hems grew largo 

quantities of com, but he names other tribes who sowed no corn, 
lived only upon flesh and milk, and were clothed in skins. In¬ 
deed, tho word Brython, which moans clothed, was u^•cd by that 
race to distinguish UiemBelvesi from tlwir more backward m.igld.'ours, 
Tho religion of tlio Brythons was the same aa that of tho Gauls 
and other Aryan races of the Continent, and consistfd in a "worship 
of many gods and of the powers of nature; but tho Goidels had 
|.)artly adopted from the Iverniaris the reli|.i^on of Druidisrn, and 
the Ivernians were wholly under its inthicnce, iJrnidism as 
practised l)y tho Ivetniaiis was a most barbarous religion, but 
among tho Goidels the Druids seem to have been a kind of sooth¬ 
sayers or magicians. In government the Brythons wore in advance 
of their neighbours. Among them the great men of the tribe had 
much influonco; but among the Goidels tho kings appear to have 
had absolute power over their subjects. Tho Brythons had a 
system of coinage imitated from the merchants of the continent-, 
and many of their coiris have been found and preserved. AU tho 
three races were great warriors, and much fighting went on, not 
only among tlie races themselves, but among diflrerciit tribes of the 
same race. Of these w^ars wo have many remains in tiio shape oi 
huge earthworks and camps. Tho people of tho soutl^-east were 
in Ckcsar's time remarkable for the skill with which they managed 
their war-chariots. They were anned with swords, spears, bows 
and arrows, while they protdtted Uiemselvcs with shields, and 
wore armour on their throats and right aniis. Their weapons 
were made of bronzy for iron was as yet littie used. Even the 
Brythons still tattooeu themselves and painted their bodies for battle, 
and it is certaizi that tho Goidels and Ivcmians of the west and 
north were much ruder tiian fjiose tribes with whom Ca^:;ifiAS 
a^uainted. ' 

(From 54 b.c, to a.d. 43 the Britons were unmolest^v;#y/the 
Bomans; but in that year Aulus Plautius, tlie general ^ 
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Kmperor Claudius, invaded the country, and, after a gr6at deal 
of very severe lighting, the Uouiaus succeeded in ^ 

^ ^ COHQUOBt or 

storming the principal British camps, (^|;d made Britain by the 
tliemsfclvcs masters of the country,} The chief battles 
m*re the storming of Camulodunnni, the capital of the Tririo- 
bantes, where Colclioster uuw stands, and tliat against the Silures 
of South Wales, led hy Criraotacus, which was lV>ught near tlie river 
Severn. From 47 to 7S tlio Itomans were continually lighting 
against the British t ribos, ono of wliose leaders was tho cclebrutod 
Boaillcea; but in 69 there arrived in Britain a Roman general and 
statesman named Julius Agrioola, who completed Iho conquest of all 
that part of tJio island which was afterwards held hy the Romans, 
Agrioola was the father-in-law of tlio Roman historian Tacitus, 
from whoso pen we get tho best account of the conquest,; JJis 
greatest triumph was tho battle of IVlons Graupius,Svon near tho 
Tay. By tho close of the year 81, Agrioola had thoroughly 
Bulidued tho country, and ho had also set about tho bisk of putting 
tho Homan rule on a permanent footing. 

Agricola decided not to attenqjt to Iiold tho country which lay 
north of the X'irths of Clyde and Forth. (^Ile therefore built across 


Kcman srltlo- 
meot of tho 
country. 


Towns and 
C&njps. 


the narrow piece of land which unites the low¬ 
lands and highlands of Scotland a series of fortified 
posts,^which are sometimes called Agn’eoU’s Wall. 

The Romans then organised Britain according to their usual 
plan. fThey chose a number of places which were 
important eilher for military purf)«6se3 or because 
they were useful for trade. At some they established permanent 
station.s, at others colonies of settlers. They connected these by a 
network of roads, wliicli enabled them to get their soldiers together 
to any place wliero ffiey were wantcTl, and also gave great assist¬ 
ance to trade. The chief Roman towns wx*re London, Colchester, 
Lincoln, York, Bath, Caerleon-upon-Usk, Uriconium, and Chester. 
The chief Roman roads connected tlicso townSJ but branches were 
made in every direction to [daces of smaller importance, and till tho 
introdttctioii. of railways it may be sjid that tho cliicf traffic of tho 
country followed tlie Roman roads. The best-known Roman roads 
are the WTatling Street, w'hich ran from Dover by way of London 
to Chester ; the Fosseway, which ran from Cornwall to Lincoln, 
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crossing tho Walling Street near Rugby. Moreover^ the Romaa 
towns are Htill tlie sites of tijo gieator pari of our oM English cities, 
an4wherever wo find #ic ending Chester,” “cester,” or “caster,” 
wo havo*evidopco of a Homan camp. Maiioheyter is Roraun, wliile 
tho names of Liverpool and Birmingham servo to show that great 
cities have sprung np on those sites for roasous wliich wore not in 
action in Ronuui times. 

Alcaides building towns and making rostds, tho Homans^also 
laiight tho Britons civilization. As everywlicro els© in ^their 
Koman doininions/44fc#y introduced tho Homan law, Roman 
oiviiiaation. games, anuj after they had been converted, Chris¬ 
tianity. It was Homan enterprise wliich felled forests, reclaimed fens, 
and improved tlw soil, till Britain became the greatest corn-growing 
cowntiy of the w^est. Iron, lead, and tin mines wero"worked, pot¬ 
tery and bricks were maniifacturcd^ (Beautiful villas,\wiBi every 
luxury of Homan life,^ero built alohg uie roadi^ ^d in tho neigh¬ 
bourhood of large towns, and tliough largo parts m the island were 
still barbarous, tiio country os a whole was fairly orderly and 
civilized. 

The civilized lands which were under the Romaiis were always 
looked upon wtJi greedy eyes by tho barbarous tribes Who lived 
OeAmceti of tho across tho frontier, and even at tljcir strongest the 
Boutan empiro. maintain great garrisons of soldiers 

along the border in order to keep out the barbarians. These 
soldiers, some of whom were Homans and some hired, like our 
Indian Sepoys, from tlie inliabitants of the country, Kved in camps 
along the frontier. Some of these camps can be traced at the 
present day in the greaj^ towns Uiat lie on tho Roman side of the 
Danube or tho Rhine, fin Britain we jkiw th|t Agricola establisl^ 
tho frontier line between f’irths of Clyde and Forth; baton 121 
the Emperor Hadriai^ccided to give up a large of barren 
ThABomaa ooun^y, and^ade a line between the of the 

Tyne and thoTCden his frontier* This line Was forti¬ 
fied at various times,^11 its defences were eompesed| a iramport 
to the north, tin earthwork to the sooth, and n seri# eyf fprt&ed^ 
stations for the garrison between the two, so that the ^kllei^ We^ pTi^ 
pared for on attack from the north or for a risii^ in s^^ ^The 
whole of these fortifications are generally known 
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For A long timo tho Komans were strong enough to dofond tlie 
frontier of their whole empire; but by degrees they became weak, 
and then Ibo Teutons and Celts who weif over tho ^ ^ 

Sndofthd" 

border rnado tlioir way into Uio Koinan tenitoiios^ Ro^nmioiu 
When this hapi)ened, the Ivomana wore obliged to give 
up trying to defend the outlying parts of tlieir domiutons; and in 
the year 410, after withdrawing their legions from JOritain^ they 
released tJie Britoijf^^Jlcgi^nce, ,, 

At that tinjo(tHf^'werb''in bffeiih llijeo classes'of iiilial)itauts; 
(1) T ho Romanised Rritons, who had been tiugfit and defundeil 
by tho Romans^ These occupied the fertile districts stotoor Britimn 
and river valley's. (2)^hoao Britons who^ though 
subject to tho Ihjinaua, hud still^ei>t their own Bomona, 
language and customs, and who lived in W^ales and tho mountainous 
parts of the island. (3) Tho uncohquered Britons who livcii 
north of tho Roman wallj^ They are generally called the Piohi and 
Scots. The name Piet, or painted, was given by the Romans h> all 
the tribes who lived across the frontier, and included Brythone, 
(loidcls, find Iverniana alike, Tho name Scot, wdiich also moans 
painted or tattooed, was the name given to the (ioiilels from Ireland, 
who had begun to attack the nurlh-west coast of Britain before tho 
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CHAPTER H. 

THK EK0LT3II SE‘rrLK.ME.>T IN RRlT-ilN* 

When the Roman soMiors were gone, the Rmnainzcd Britons did 
their host to maintain their independence; hut they were iinaC'* 
cu8torae<l ti> figli(in,£;, and iiad innch ado to roped their countrymen 
from tiie hills, ami tho I'icts and Scots from beyond the wall. 

These, however, were not their only enemies, for they were soon 
attacked by tho English; and in tlie 00111*80 of two hundred years 
Thoisn^Utth the nesv-comera wrested from the Roniani/;ed Britons 
luvoBioa. r^ii fertile parts of the island. Only one writer, 
Gihlas, \s'as living when tlio conquest was tiking place, and he tells 
us very little, so that wo are obliged to rely upon historians who 
lived long aider the events which they profess to relate. By them 
wo are told that the Britons called in the English to Jielp tliem against 
the Piets and Scots, that tlie English turned upon their employers, 
and, assisted by thousands of their countrymen, conquered largo dis¬ 
tricts in Britain. The dates of these conquests oro given. TI 10 
kingdom of ICcnt is said to Jiave been founded in 4411, Sussex in 
477, Wessex in 405, and Northunibria in 647. As a matter of fact, 
however, it is impossible to give any detailcijj account of thi& con¬ 
quest. Tliesc writers tcdl us mainly about the south coast; they 
give hardly any tiling about Northumbria, and nothing at all about 
tho conquest of the ^reat midland kingdom of Mercia. 

The researches of modern historians have, however, done much 
lo clear up the matter, and the main features of the invasions are 
Pact* of the DOW well kuowai. i The English, under which name 
i&vaaioQ. included three tiibes, the Angles, l^xoos, and 

Jutes, were a Low German race who lived in the neigliboiirhood 
the mouth of the Elbe. They were much given to plundter 
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ftnd piracy, and in Roman times were known> under the name of 
Saxons, as^iho scourge of the North Sea anti the British Channel. 
When Britain was left defenceless, tlu^ iy.quired no invitation to 
land and atfcick the iuhabitantfi. Wherever there was a convenient 
port, thither they steered their ships, and, if they c5uld ma.ster the 
inhabitants, began a settlement,^ust aa their descendants did liundrcds 
of years afterwards on the coast of North America. 

These scftlomonta were dotted all alo!ig the British covSst from 
the Firth of Forth to the Soulhani|iton Water, and eacli became 
a little kingdom. Between the mouths of the Forth Thoi2titru*h 
and Tyne we !ind the Bernicians; between the Tyno »ettiomcat«, 
and the IIuiniK’r the Deirans; then tlio Lin(lia\vara.s between the 
Humber and the Wa.sh ; then the Fiast Anglians between the Wash 
and Harwich ; and the Fast Saxons, wlio were hounded on the south 
by the Thame.s. Crossing that river, we come in turn to the Kentirili- 
meri, the South Saxons, a email group of Jutes near Southampton 
Water, and finally to the land of tlic West Saxons, or Wessex, 

Those tribes spread inland, and conquered the country from the 
Britons, but how far they killed off tlie old inhabitants, drove them 
away, or reduced them to slavery, it is not easy to Method of tiio 
say. It is certain, however, that at first, wlicn the condueat. 
Kfiglish were heathen, they simply purhed aside or slaughtered tho 
Britons and took their place; but it is tJiought that, a.s tliey pene¬ 
trated further fhto tho country, few Britons survived whero the 
fighting was severe, but many where largo tracts were conqticrcd by 
a single battle. Tho Bnlon.s who survived w’ould bo tlioso in tho 
largo to\\Tis, and the agricultural labourers, who would naturally be 
preserved as hewers of wood and drawers of water, and for the 
purpose of cultivating the fields, which they could do much better 
than their F.^iglish conquerors. Tw4 things make it very hard to 
tell how many Britons survived. First, the Britons Bvidenco of 
who came under the rule of the English completely and 

gave up their own language and adopted that cJlF their names, 
conquerors, just as the Gauls, wlicn conquered by Caisar, learned tr 
speak Latin. Secondly, in the eastern parts of the island wo have 
no traces of Christianity, though if sunuved in the west and in 
Wales. If we examine the names of places, we shall find that, 
with the exception of Roman names of towns and British names 
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of riy«r», w© liave hardly ft elngl© British or Roman name in the 
low-lying districts of the east and soutli; while directly we come 
to hilly country, British names are agair* found, such as Pon-y- 
ghent and Helvcllyn. The lantjnage spoken in all low-lying dis¬ 
tricts is BngHsli, but we know that it is not long since Celtic was 
spoken in Cornwall, that it is still spoken in Wales, and largo traces 
of Ccllio can bo found in the dialects of hilly districts. 

The chief part of the conquest took place between the years 410 
and (>00, by which date the Knglish bad made themselves masters 
chi«r battlesoT of all tho fcrlilo country in tho south and east, and 
the conaueet. tho Britons 0 !ily held possession of the monntainons 
and baiTcn tracts of the west and north. They did not do this 
without hard fighting, and tlio stnigglo had tho cficct of uniting the 
(loidela and Brythons south of the wall, who 1>cgan to Ciill tlioni- 
sclvos by tho name of Kymiy, or comrades. Two battles, however, 
stand out plainly, and must bo remembered. /In tho year 577 the 
West Saxons di?feated tho Britons at tho balilo of llyrbaro, near 
Ikith. Tho result of this \ictory waa to separato the Britona of 
Cornwall from ihoso of Wales. In the year 607, or 613, tho Angliaus 
of Northumbria defeated tho Britopa at tlio battle of Cheator^nd 
so cut off tiie Britona of Wtilea from those of Strathclyde, tliO hilly 
disitrict which stretches from Morecarabe •Bay to the Firth of Clyde. 
The Bnglish, after this, began to call tho men of Cornwall West 
Welsh, and those who lived between tho Bristol Channel and tho 
Deo, North Welsh. The word Welsh means foreigner. 

The early settlements of the English seem to have been quit© 
independent of one another; but no sooner bad they gained a firm 

isariy Batsiiiii looting, tlum the stronger kingdoms began to attack 

wagUotM, and conquer tho weaker. In this way Bemicia and 
Deira became united into Northumbria, with Ymik as capital j Norfolk 
and Suffolk into East Anglia; the midland settlements from the fens 
to tho Welsh border, and from the Humber to Watling Stmot, 
formed the kingdomd>f Mercia; whllo all the shires that lay between 
Watling Street and tho south coast, Oxcept Kent and Sussex, fell 
under tho power of tho kings of W’ossex,. whose capital was 
Winchester, ffho period whc^i Northumbria, Merda, East 
Essex, Kent, Sussex, and Wessex were tho principal kin^oms is 
flomoiimos known as that of the seven kingdoms^ or the Hop^earehy^ 
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In finch a small conntry as Kngland one or other of these 
hingdoma was snro to get the mastery over the others^ but it was 
a good many years before all tJie laud camo^uiulor one kitig. 

Long before this happened England was won Iwck to Christiauity. 

The English were heathens. Tliey worsliipped the pOis^rs of 

natnro, such as Thor, the god of thunder; but they „ 

^ , . t ‘ , . , , « , convewtonof 

had a ispeciai reverence for W oden, the leader of the istuirusn to 
German moo, whom the chiefs looked upon as their 
ancestor. They had many fiiipcrstitione, but apparently no very 
strong religions beliefs. Such a people were sure to tako kindly to 
Christianity, if it were presented to them in an aiiractive fom. 

AVhile the English had been conquering Eoinan ~ , .. 

Biitain, otlicr Teutonic races had been making them- tiemontu tu 
selves inastera of portions of tlie Roman empire. 

Tho great diffcreiico between tho English settlcmont in Bntain, 
and tho conquests of the Goths and the Pranks, was this. The 
English kept their own religion and language, and confer- 

exterminated Christianity and the Celtic ami Homan wiou to obria- 
speeches; while the Goth.s and Pranks did all they 
could to become Homan: they learnt to speak the Latin tongue, 
they followed Roman customs, and adopted Ghriatianity. Wliile 
this was going on, the powder of tho Bishop of Rome, afterwards called 
the pope, was growing fast. His ecclesiastical dominions coincido 
with the old boumlai ios of tho Roman empire in the west. England, 
however, Wjos still heathen, while tho Christians of Wales, Stratli- 
clyde, and Ireland wore cut oft from !iis mle; so it was natural tliat 
he should wish to convert the English. 

So little had bpen heard about Britain !n the Roman empire, 
filhoe it had been abandoned in 410, that one writer tells ns that 
Britain was the abodwof the souls of, the dead, who oresory'a 
were ferried across tho Channel from the shores of “iwion. 
Prance; and !t is said that {Gregory the Great, the popejwho had 
the, honour of sending the first missionaries |» the Englislj, was 
only remipided of its actual existence by noticing some Northum- 
hrian oaptiv^ exposed for sale in the slave*market at Rome. How- 
ever this may be, Grego^ determined on their conversion; and as 
he eould not go himself, he^nt Augnstme, a monk, with a number 
of clergy, to Englandr^ 
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Tho timo was fovouraMe to his plan. Kthclbcrt, tho King of tijo 
Kcntisliinen, had maniod the daughter of the King of Paris. Kent, 
convwaion of owing to^having been settled more than one hundred 
Kent, years, was a well-organized kingdom, and its civiliza' 
tion had'been ^improved by trade with the Continent. Kneonraged 
by these circumstances, Augustine and his clergy paid a visit to tlie 
roycal court at Canterbury. There they were giaciously received 
by Kthelbert, who himself accopied Christianity, and gave his people 
leave to do tho same. The Kentishrnen adopted tho new faith. 
Augustine was ordained Archbishop of the English Church; churches 
were built on new sites, or on the niins of the old British clmrches, 
and two missionary bishops were cotisocrate»l for Essex and West 
Kent, whoso secs wore to bo rcspcudively London and Rochester. 
53o tho south-eastern corner of ICngland was again restored to Chris¬ 
tendom in tho year .hOT, Alignsti?K) also tried to get the Welsh 
Christians to acknowledge his authority, hut fliilod. 

No other English kingdom received (•Jiristianity for thirty years; 
but after tho death of Augustine, when Justus was Archbisliop of 
Conversion of Canterbury, advantage was tiiken of the marriage 
Northumbria, of Ethclburga, dnugliter of Elholbert, with Edwin, 
King of Nortlnimbria, to send with her a mLssioiiarj% Paullirms. 
By his preaching Edwin and his nobles were converted and 
baptized. Paullinus also converted Lincolnshire, then called 
Lindsey. Mercia, Wessex, Sussex, and ah the fimallcr kingdoms, 
were as yet pagan. 

While theso events were in progress, tho struggle between the 
kingdoms for tho supremacy was still going on. Kent took tlio lead, 
etmffffiB for under Ethelbcrt tho Christian; but its power was 
Bupromacy. short-Uvcd, and the earliest king to get any* 

thing like a real supremacy ^was Edwin, Kii^ of Northumberland. 
This northern kingdom was very strong. It was not so civilized 
as ICont, but it was much larger. It first came to tho froQA 
when its king, Etlielfrith, defeated tlio Welsh in tho battle of 
Chester; but Edwin, when ho had Injaten the West Saxons, w«^ 
stronger .jBtill, and possibly his marriage with Etholbmga was A 
sign of his superiority over I^ont. The great rival of Northumbria 
was Mercia. Penda, its heathen king, allied with the Christian 
Weldi, and overthrew and slew Edwin at the battle of Hatfield, 
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near Doncaster, in 633. Tins throw Northumbria into con¬ 

fusion, and its Christianity porisbod; but in a stiort time Oswald, 
Kthelfrith’s son, becamo King of NortlHinibria, and united all 
Edwin’s dominions under his ruhn 

Hitherto wo havo heard only Homan iiiissionarios to the 

English, but wo now hear of Celtic clergy as well. After Christianity 

had been destroyeil by the English in the cast of tho _ 

, * ‘ t , 1 Proafthlnirof 

island, it still tlourished among tho Ccltii and uvadc tho Celtic mia. 

fresh converts. St. David, a member of tho ruling 

family among tho Brythons of Mid-Wales, convorlod tho Goiflels 

of the south, while St. Patrick preached to tho Goitlels of Ireland, 

About the year 500, a body of Boots from Ireland eshdilished a 

new kingdom in Argylo (the Gael land), which Huy took from tlic 

Ivcrnians. From tins kingdom Christianity spread among the 

Goidels of Scotland, and their missionaries preached to tho Ivernians 

of the north. Among tlio Celtic Christians monasteries were 

numerous, and at one of these, situated op Iona, an island off the 

west coast of Scotland, Oswald took refuge, when driven from 

Nortliumbria by Edwin, and on his return he sent for mis- 

ftionarioft from Iona. St. Aidaii was sent to him, and founded 

tlie monastery of Lindisfarno off the coast of Northumbria, and 

thence he made missionary journeys among tho NorlhnnibrianR. 

Ilia arrival took place in 631. Oswald, how^ever, was defeated and 

slain by Penda Jh the battle of Maserlicld, near Oswestry (long spelt 

Osw'ald s tree), in Shropshhe in C12; but Ida successor, Oswy, also 

a Christian, sui-priscd and defeated Penda at tho battle of Winwid- 

jBeld' in C55, 

After this success tho Celtic miBsionarics pushed on in all 
directions. Chad converted Mercia, and fixed the bishop’s seat 
at Lichfield. Whiloatho nortli was# being won by Fiirthcr 
the Celts, southem England was won by Itoman converoioiw. 
preachers. Birinus, an Italian, converted tlio West Saxons; Felix, 
a Burgundian, drove paganism from East Anglii. Sus.sex for some 
timo^ longer remained-heathen. Thus Mercia and Northumbria 
were allied in faith with tho Welsh; the rest of England was 
allied in the faith with the nations ortho Continent. 

There were sliglit differences between the two faitlis. Tho 

‘ Site oaknown. 
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Welsh had a different way of catting the tonsure, or shaving part. 

mvairybo- pi iests’ heads, and they kept Easter on a dif- 

tw«^ th« ferent da« from that on which it was celebrated by the 
Celtic and ^ . 

Boman forma t^Jiurch of Uonio. Theso 00 not seem great matters 
of cixrjatiaiuty. themselves, but they really involved a great deal. 

If England adopted the Celtic method, sho would cut herself off 
from tlje great body of ChrifitendoTn, and this isolation would 
prevent her from sharing in all tho treasures of culture, learning, 
and civilization which had been loft by tho Homans, ai>d wore 
now being preserved by tho Roman clergy. If, on the othor 
hand, sho adopted t!ie Roman practice, she would keep all these 
advantages, and seeuro for herself a share in any advances which 
were made by Christendom at largo. 

Tho question was settled at tlio Synod of Whitby, 664. It was 
dealt with in a very practical way. Tho Nortlmmbrian king asked 
Synod of Colman, tho representativo of tho Celts, whether ho 

Wnitby. admitted that tlie pope was tlio successor of St. Peter. 

On his answering “ Yes,” the king then asked if he admitted tiiat 
St. Peter hold tho keys of heaven. ‘‘Yes,” was tlio answer. 
“ Then,” said the king, “ 1 will never offend the Saint who ia tho 
doorkeeper of lieaven.” England in tliis way threw in her lot with 
tho Church of Rome; but the Colts of Ireland and Wales remained 
apart for many years afterwards. 

Four years afterwards tho^lnglish Church was thorougldy set 
in order by Theodore, a native of Tarsus, in Cilicia, who was sent 
or»*ni«*tio«of Archbishop Of Canterbury. He 

tti 0 cimrch by organized tho English Church under tho two arch- 
Th«odore. i^ift^oprics of Canterbury and York, and this accept¬ 
ance by the English of one form of Chnstianity was a step in the 
direction of their union avS one nation.^ 

Since the battle of Chester, Northumbria, in spite of some Veversea 
of fortune, had kept its position as the leading kingdom. It hiul 
brorthttmbrtoa-. bootfffamous, not only for arms, hot also for leiwtiing. 

supremacy. During its supremacy lived the venerable Bede, 
who wrote a history of tho English Church, which is the safest 
history of our race written by an Englishman; Cuthber^B^hop 
of Lindkfame, a saintly and a learned man; and Caedmen 
who wrote a paraphrase of part of the Bible. Jn the year 6^, 



Supremacy of Mercta, 

EgfritJi, King of Northumbria, was dofeated and killed by the I’icts 
in tho disastrous battle of Ncctan’s Mere, near the Tay, and with 
him ended the supremacy of Nurthumbria. 

Mercia then came to tJie fronU This great kingdom, whlol» 
originally iiududod all the lands of middle England, was Increased 
by Uio capture of the AVest Saxon settlements in supremacy of 
the Severn Valley* The most celebrated of tho Mercia- 
Mercian kings aro Penda, Wuli herc, Klhclbald, and Oflii; and of 
these Offa was 1>y far tlio greatest, IIo ruled his 
own kingdom with a strong hand, and set np kings 
whom ho could trust in tho smaller kingdoms. As Kent had 
the Archbishopric of Canterbury, and Norlluuubila that of York, 
Ollii determined t<j havo an archbishop at his capital too, and for a 
sliort time Lichflnld was raised to the dignity of mi archiopiscopul 
sec. OiTa made war on tho Welsh, and took from them 
Shrewsbury and its, district of l^wy.daud. To protect these 

conquests, ho made an eailliAvork from Chester to Chepstow, which 
18 still called Offa’s Dyke. lu his time, Mercia, Northumbria, and 
Wessex completely overshadowed the smaller kingdoms, wliicli had 
lost all prospect of gaining tho supremacy. 

Tlie power of Mercia depended upon tho strength of its king, 
and when OHa died, tho struggle for siiprcnuicy began again, 
llis death happonc(!|^ in 790, and in tho year 802 
Egbert, who haU ;lived iii exile at tho court of Earbert. 
Charles tho Great in Germany, was made King of Wessex. 
Egbert was bont on malung Wessex tho leading kiugrlorn, llis 
oim naturally brought about war with Mercia, and in 825, at the 
battle of Ellandim,' the Mercjians were defeated with great slaughter. 
At onco the smaller kingdoms, which had been under tlie sway of 
Mercia, passed under tho rule of Wessex. In 826 Kent, Sussex, 
Essex and East Anglia submitted. Tlie next year, 827, Mercia was 
conquered, and the Northumbrians received Egliert as their over- 
lord. Egbert was now king over his own kHigdorn of Wessex, 
and overlord of the whole English-speaking race from the Channel 
to.the FirUi of Forth. 
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Wr havo hroiip;ht IIjo to I'.ntrlaoil, peeri them ronvertc<l to 

Christianity, and united under one king; ^vc niu;rt now inriuirc how 
they were governed. 

We saw that in all pnjbaV'dity iVic Kngli.di kingdom:^ were 
formed gradually hy the union of a number of small sctllerneut^!, 

, .. -B, aa the kingdom of Kntrland was formed, in 

Hah wore its turn, by the union of tlio smaller kingdoms 
80v.rn«l. tl^oinSOlvOi:. 

The larger kingdoms, such as Wessex and Mercia, were divided into 
shires; the smaller, such as l‘.sscx and Sussex, also became shireL 
after they lost their own kings and wore made part of one of the 
larger kingdoms, bkich shiro was di\'idcd into smaller districts 
called hmKh(?ds, w^hieh wore larger or smaller in ditTercnt part.s of 
England. Kacli liuiKlrod contained a number of townships. Tlie 
officer of the township was the toAvn-rcevc. Ho called 
the grown men of the toAmship to meet in the 
tOAvn-moot; there they settled matters Avliich concerned tlic toAvn- 
ship. If the toAvn Avas defended by a mound, it was called a 
burgh, a borough, or biny% AAdiich are only cfiffcrcnt ways of spell¬ 
ing the same AA'ord, Avhich means defence. The head officer of a 
borough was called a borough-reeve. If the town Avas a place of 
trade be was not infrequently called a port-rccA"C, The men of 
the township had to keep in repair the bridges and fortifications 
which the toAvnship coutaiuc^ and^ if need were, they to fight. 
The hundred- The hundred was presided over by the 

man. hundred-elder. Its meeting avos tbo JhlJiAfed- 

moot, and tins dealt with the business of the httndredy/J; ^0^ 1^1 
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of the ahifo was tlie ealdarTiian, eldorman, or alderman, who wa?! 
placed over it by the king and wiso men of tlio Theoaidor- 
whole kingdom. Doside hiru, in Christian was 
the bishop; and tlie king was reproserited by tho ThoWahop. 
{-diire-reeve, or, as wo now call him, shcrilf, Th(f lUtfaheriff. 
meeting of tho men of llic ehiro was called the shire-moot. There 
they settled all quaneds. a man was accused of The ahiro- 
theft or inuj'dor, ho had to get his nrlrdions to swear 
that ho was imn^ceut. It* they did not do this, ho was put to tho 
ordeal; i.c, ho had to plunge his hand into boiling water, cany a 
bar of reddiot iron, or walk over red-hot ploughshares, an<l if lie 
was not healed in llio course of a lixed time, ho was held guilty 
and punished, rtinishincnt usually consisbjd of a tine paid to tljo 
sufferers, or to the family of the slaughtered man, and an extra 
fine was paid to the king. 

When Avar’was to be miulc, or the counlr}^ was invaded, wordw'as 
.sent to tho eaklonncn, each of wliorn sent notice to tlm hundred-men 
of his shire to meet at an appointed place. Each The army or 
hundred-man called on the town-reeves of his bun* 
died. They assembled the men of each towiiship, tboFyra 
Every man between sixteen and sixt}’ had to come; they ranged 
themselves in families, and niarclicd, under the command of the 
reeve and the parish priest, to tho mocting-placc of tho hundred. 
There they inctT tho men of other townships, and, forming one 
body, they marched under tho hundred-man 1o tlio meeting-placo 
of tho shire, where llie whole force of the shire was iinilod under 
the lead of the caldorman and tho lusliop; ami then marched 
against tho enemy, or joined the jnen of other shirew, as the case 
might bo. Tho whole force coll<;ctod in this way was called tho 
Eyrd. In this way<tlio shire managed its own aflaira, its owi 
justice, and was able to fight its owm battles, 

A group of sliircs made tho kingdom. Tliis W'as governed by 
the king and his wuteua'gernot, which means ‘taeeting of tho wise 
men.” Every man could not come to ftre witena- ^he ktoadom 
gemot* It Viras made up of tJ?e king and tho mem- and witena- 
betv of - bis ftitnily, the eaklormcn, tlie archbishops 
and bishops, and the king’s thegns. Tho king’s thegns were 
oxi^naily the king’s servants. The bishops and ealdormcn also 
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had thegns. ^ But^ among the Ktjgliuh, it vfm thought ah to 

bo the Bcrvant of a great man, bo the king’s thogns were really 
nobles. Even in the la^ je kingdoms the witoria-gemot was quite a 
Binall bofly; but it is very important, because the Parliament of our 
o^vn day is the ropreacntitivo of tlio old witena-gemot, as we Bliall 
SCO by-aml-by. 

The witena-gemot elected the king; but it very rarely chose 
a mall who was not a member of the royal family. The late 
Tbo powers of eldest son was usually chosen, but if bo was 

yowjg, foolish, or very wicked, they preferred the late 
king's brother. If the king turned out badly, they 
often deposwl him, «ind set up another iu his stead. Beside^ this, 
the archbishops, bishops, and oaldormen were named by the 
king in the witena-geinot. Questions of peace and war were discussed 
by the wise men; they settled disputes among the great men. In 
fact;'" they helped the king to govern. 

The king, on the other hand, had great power. As the sup¬ 
posed descendant of Woden, ho was looked upon with awe. His 
Fowwofthe family were royal. The whole kingdom looked up 
wa*”* to him as its representative. In war he led tlie 
army. Tlie nobles were tho king’s tlicgns. Ho had palaces and 
estates. The power of tlie king^.varied with the size of liis king¬ 
dom, for the King of Northumbria was naturally^a niuch greater 
man than the King of Sussex, and aa England became more and 
more united, tho power of tho kings steadily grew. 

In each Englisii ehire there was a quantity of land which belonged 
to the Bettleinciit, but had not been given to ^my one man. This 
was called folkland. The king and the trig© men 
used to make grants of this land, and tlio pieces thus 
granted were called bocland,* because they Vere given, to their 
owners by book or title-deed. By-and-by tho kings, began to give 
out thi|.lrtnd without consulting the wrise men, and this them 
to incr^o tlicir po\fer, beca^use men looked to them for remtd* 
Thai we see that each shire was abrong and well but 

saiveauft the kingdoms t^ero weak, because the 
aifivaow of which had been originally liosiilc setHemeat^ Kad 

gyjjapathy with each other. This iaade lt very 
hard te m England Into a strong kinficdom. 
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Tli« Korthmfta. 


We saw that Kgbett, liko Offa and Edwin, had in 827 tiiado 
himself leading king, and had even eucccedcd in getting his 
supremaejr acknowledged by the whole Kriglish-spoak- 
ing race. It is probable, however, that his kingdom 
would have broken up like those of his predecessors had it not been 
for the athicks of the Northmen. 

We shall see how thw was. (The Danes, or Northmen, were 
Aryans like the English, but belonged to the Scandinavian branch 
of the Tcutomo race. They lived in what are 
now called Norway, Sweden, and Denmark ;^but in 
the eighth century tliey were not united into nations, but lived in 
small tribes, just as tlie English had done before tlieir settlement 
in BriUm^ These Northmen, as the English had been, were 
pirates, and they also were on the look-out for fertile lands in which 
they might settle. They were barbarian and heathen, as the 
Enghsh haii lioen before Augustine’s time. Their language was 
very like E^iglish. From the year 787 in the time of Offa till 
the time of William the Conqueror, the Fjiglish were constantly 
fighting with the Noathmen. The invasions of the Northmen may 
be divide under three heads. First, they came to plunder; 
second, to settle; and third, to conquer and rule England. 

The ittvasiqna Danes began in the 3^ar 787. A numbes 
of thmr s|^ Wpold ^ up one of the navigable rivers, such as the 

Ouse, as far as they could, ^^tpeirioa 
Tbfilt; broujgdit their ships to laifd, and left thorn efnerOwm 

while the main body harried the ^evasiem 

in ease they were attaclmd, retreated to their shi^ 



24 


Invasions oj the I^orthmcn* 


rrvr- 


If they found the i>cojiloof one di«tnetprepared, they sailed to 
honic other dh^trict and attacked that, Tlio Kngliah had givcti up 
being sailors, and could (|,<> very litilo against tliese pirates; so from 
787 to 855 wo continua'ily hoar of tJiese plundering expeditions 
of tho Noitlujuhg wlio sacked the country, and burnt the monas¬ 
teries, whore goods were naturally sent lor safety. Sometimes 
the Norlhincn allied with the AVel>li, and in 830 Kgheit won a great 
battle over an allit d army of Xortlmien and Welsh, at Ilengist’s 
Down, on the Cornidi side of the Tunjar. 

In 839 Kgbcrt died, and wan succeeded by his son Ethelwtilf. In 
his days the N<‘rthuiGn, in 855, for the first timo wintercvl in tho 
jsthoiwwif, of SlK*pi>oy. This begins a now period in the 

eao-QfiS. Daiiifjh invasions, for they now tried to settle in 

the country. 

Ethchvulf died in 858, and was succeeded in turn hy his sows 
Ethelhald, Kthelhert, Ktholre.d, and Alfred. Xu tlujir days tho 
second period Noi thiiien continued their invasions. For the most 

attacked Xoithumbria, Mercia, and East 
Ethoibaid. Anglia, and, so lung as they confined themselves to the 
ancfEth«iredi.. andci'-kingdoniK, they cHjI not iiicot with very serious 
8oa-87i. rojvihtanccj hut in the year 871, when Etliclred was 
king, the heathen men, as the cliroiiiclors call them, passed into 
Wessex. Thoro they met with a strenuous resistance. In that 
year, 871, six great battles were fought. Of these*ih© best-kiiowii 
is Ashdown, near Heading, in which the English were victorious; 
hut in four out of the six the Xorthiuen had the better, and after 
llio battle of Wilton, which the Nortlimen won, tho EngUeh were 
glad to make tenus. 

During the figlitii^g Ethelred died, and was succeeded by hia 
younger brother Alfred, tho last of the %ons of Ethelwulf. 

For the next seven years Alfred had much ado to 
' '' defend Wessex from tho Korthmen,. and meanwhile 
tliey tfwepi. over tli# imder-kingdoms, and in 8?fi and 877 they 
divided Northumbria and Mercia among themselves. In the year 
878 another great army of Northmen, under Crutbininy 
Alfred, and forced him to retreat to the Isle of Athelney) 
the manshes of the Parret in Somersetshire. 9Fhei^ 
ffotn pursuit; aud tho same year, 878, he issued front;! 
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ami snrprisftd and def«atf-d tlio Dam?3 at the great, battle of 
hthftuiliiTiy now called Edii}gton. This victory drove tbo Norllimoii 
tVoru Wessex, and iho next year a treaty #vas made at Chippen¬ 
ham (sornetimes called the treaty of Wedinore), and Giithruni 
became a ChrLstiiui in 871h {u 885 a second treaty was made, 
and it was agreed that the boundary of AUVed’s kingdom 
on tiio north should run along tliu estiiarv <‘f the river Thames, 
^.hcn along the river Lea to its source, then to Trenty of ennp- 
Bedhad, tlien by tlm river Ouse* till it cix»sscs Watliiig penimm. 
^Street, and along Walling i^troot to the Welsli border. This will ho 
clearer if we may say, roughly, that all England which lies to tJio 
south of the London and yorlh-Western Railway from Lon<lou to 
Cliester belonged to Alfred, tlie rest to the Noi'thincii. Immediately 
after this treaty was made, the Nortlunen secured East Anglia and 
portioned it out, as they had dono Mercia and Northumbria. 

ft i.s not easy for us to rcali/.o wliat this settlcincnt of the North- 
men was like. We do not know for certain what proportion they 
horo to the Etigli-sh populations among whom they xue wttiemftnt 
settled. Traces of them can bo not‘'<l in tlnoc ways. 

Wherever we find imraos eliding iti “ hy,’’ “thoryje,” xtaciworthe 
or thwaite,*’ as Grinibhy, Grimsthorpe, and Nib- Northmen, 
tliwaite, tliere w'o know that tlierc was either a new Beltlement of 
Northmen, or tliat an old township was allotted to some Northern 
leader. In tho*nortliern dialect, again, wo find a very largo 
number of Norso words and modes of speech. It is also known 
that for a long timo the laws and customs of the district settled by 
the Northmen were eomewhut dilTercnt from tlioso in Uio rest of 
the island; hence tlio district north of Watling Street waa often 
called the Danc-law. The Northmen soon became Christians, and 
mingled with the Eu^sh among wh<Mn titey lived, but for a long 
time they were independent of the West Saxon kings. 

effect of the settlement of the Northmen on the West Saxon 
kingdom was twofold. First, it cut off from it flio undor-kingdoms 
which lay beyond Watling Street; secondly, it gave ^ff^ctaotthe 
the West Saxtons, as part of their own kingdom, or 

that part of which lay between*Watling Street »o»wwn«n. 

and the Thus it reduced the size of their dominions, but 

to sosde extent made tliem stronger in reality than heretofore. 
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Alfred was one of thoise great men who thoronghly 
what tb(^ can and wbat they cannot do, and it i$ one of the'ishrohg 
points his character tliat he saw clearly tliat hia 
business was not to waste his strength in trying to 
reconquer the^^Oanes, but to make hLs own dominions as strong as 
possible. 

The first thing to be done was to prevent new incursions of Danes, 
3<o ho organized a fleet which protected the coasts. Ho then put tlie 
Formation of a Kr)glisli fytd, or militia, into order, so as to defend his 
fleet. kingdom by land. T(> seenro order and good govern- 
Code of lawi. tnent, Alfred and his wise men drew up a revised code 
of laws, and saw that the law courts did their duty. To improye 
the culture of his people, Alfred invited learned men from abroad, 
Buperintended their work, and htinself helped to translate from 
Latin into Knglish books of philosophy, travel, and -history, for tho 
improvomont of his people^ Iii his days the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
was compiled from old traditions, and from his time a narrative of 
the events of each year was kept in various monasteries and added to 
the chronicle, so that since Alfred began to reign we have a history 
of English events written by men who were living at the time. 

All through his reign Alfi*ed had often to fight hard against new 
bands of Northmen, but he was usually successful, and in his time 
Fmbinour- the Northij^en turned tlieir attention to Normandy. 

iious. rpiiQ descendants of these seltlets vfere the Normal:^, 
sfom^ctay. of whom we shall hoar much more hereafter. Hm 
drst settlemeot of the Northmen in Franco was made in B70, and 
Hrolf, or Kollo, became Duke of Normandy In 012. 

Alfred died 901, and was succeeded by his son Edward, commonly 
called Edward the Elder. On the election of Edward a ^ftlculty 
jfldWrd tne woec, for the <srown was claimed by Ethelwald, son 
md«r. of sthclred L, who had been passed over i a b(^ 
4 a ftivour of Alfred. Edward the Elder was supported by the natldoj^^ 
and E^hei^ld tooli^xefiige with the Northmen of Nortliumbria. 

Edward the Elder is noted as a warrior. He th 

reconquer the I^e-law, and was helped by hht 

ptaA fte4a,thd wikiow of the Koldorman of lUfeicid* 

plan was this. He was a fortress-buSderiwhen 
he had tato a pleoe of territory he sooie 



Conquest the Dam-law. 


i7 



in it) and then used that aa a base of operationa against 
tho His sister adopted the same plan, 

; Tho chief strength of t)ic Banos lay in^two districts. First tlie 
niidlandS) where they were strong in Leicesto); 

TjineolU) Nottingham, €tamfor3 on the Welland, and borouirbuof 
Derby, which were called tlie five Danish boronglis; | ■*^^®*** 

and, secondly, in a group of small towms wliich lay north of I^ondon, 
of which Hertford and Bedford aro the best known. 

907 Ethclflcda fortified Chester, and in 912 Edward retook 
London, wliich had been captured by the Banes, arwl the brotlicr 
arid sister then set about a regular attack on the Banish cottaueit of 
towns. SliiiTord, Derby, and Leicester fell to Ethel- i>auo-iftw. 
lieda; Hertford, Bedford, and Stamford to Edward.' In 918 Ethelfleda 
died, and Mercia, south of Watling Street, was conipictely united to 
Wessex, and newly divided into shires which wore called after the 
natnos of the chief town in each, as Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire, 
and Warwicksluro. (Edward then presse<l hard upon the Danes, tn 
921 Essex and East Anglia, and in 922 Nottinghamj Lincoln, with 
the remainder of the district held by the five boroughs, submitted 
to him. Edward then advanced into Northumbria and fortified 
Manchester. } 

The result of these conquestvS was to make Edward’s name a terror 
to the Northnieiy and to win him the character of a Adoptioaot 
protector among the English and WcIsIl In conse¬ 
quence, in 922 tlie North Welsh asked Edward to be 
their and in 924 the Northumbrians, Scots, and 
Strathclyde Welsh chose him for father and lord. 

This submission made Edward far more powerful than any former 
Knglnih king. He was now actual ruler of all England Bdw&rd^c 

aa far as the Hunabm*, and overlord* of the North- poauon. 

hmbritma, Welsh, and Scots* 

Inward died in 925, and was succeeded by his son Athelstan, In 
his r&l^ ^e subject kingdoms made a great effiurt to tlirow off the 
yoke. To help them they called in tlio aid of 
ttod Koirthmen who had settled in Irgland; but they 
were delated by Athebtan in the decisive battle of Brunanbvnb^^ 
937j.'^ich completely eefeured the Engliribt supremacy. 

’ ^ ’ Bite usimow^ possibly Bromboraugh in Qieshhni^ 


Bdwiatda* 
ovetJord by 
the Bselteh 
aad Cette. 
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Athclatan was succcg<1o< 1 hy his lialf-brother Edtnuttd 
Ho coiiquorcMl Strathcly<le, which hy hb tiiao cx^mprisea 

land wliiii^i lay Lclwccn the river Derwent in Cum* 
Edm^md. ^-nd the Eirth of Clvdc, and was bounded 

inland by tlio r^ennine ratigo of in’lls and the Forest of Ellrick. It 
had been much hurried by bands of Northmen, mo^st of whom camo 
from tliO district now culled Norway. I'Miimnd granted it to 
Malcolm, ICing of Scots, on condition that he would fight for him as 
his fellow-worker by soa and land. He also destroyed tho iude- 
pendenco of tlie five Danish boroughs, and their territory, like tho 
rest of Mercia, was divided iido .shires, Stamford alone not giving 
its iiaino to a division. 

Under Kdnmnd first camo into notice the Englishman who has 
the greatest reputation a.s a statesman of all those who lived before 
. _ tlie Norman conquest This was DimsUn, who was 

1 DuiiAtan» * . 

educated in tho Ablnty of Glastonbury.^ This monas¬ 
tery is situated in SoinersctsUirc, and is believed to have been 
founded by the Christums of Homan T3rit.ain. There the British 
hero, Arthur, was said to have been buric<I, and there lingered what 
remained of the culture and learning which tho British Christiana 
reUined. Thither camo Irish pilgrims, ami from them Dimstan aa 
a lad learficd the \vbdoin that made him famous. He rose to bo 
abbot, and devoted himself to the service of his king and to tlie 
spread of religion and culture among tho people, > * 

Edmund died in 04G, and was succeeded by his brother Edred, 
Edt'odand Ho (loposed the Danish King of Northumbria, and 
Euwy. ‘ divided it into three divisions, one of which, nortli of 
tho Tweed, often culled LoUikm, was given to tlio King of Scots *|to 
,hold on the same terms as Strathclyde, The other two were giv^n 
to Ealdonucn, vvho wore called in the north ciAls, which is the same 
name as tho Danish jarl/’ , Edred died in 95o, and Edwy, the 
older son of Edmund, came to tho throne, t 
Meanwhile Dunstan had been rising in importance, but iu. 966 
ho qnaiTollod with Edwy and was banished, (Edwy, however, 
unijopular, for his rule was weafc,land liis half-brother Edgar 
w-as in 957 chosen king by all the men who dwelt north ojt the 
Thames, flic recalled Dunstan, and made him Bishop bf Lon-» 
don.In 069 Edgar became king of all England oh the death 
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of and the next year he nia«lc Dunstan Archbyiop of 

Oanfeit^iry. 

( Dnnstan was a great supporter of Iho (^rnost clergy wlio were 
trying to reform the Church* Tho Ct?ltic clergy, as wo saw, were 
monks. Of late tho monks had fallen into bad ways f policy of 
but Dnnstan and his fiiends did their l)<?st to mako i>uuat»». 
their lives better, and to win back for them tlie places from which 
they had been ousted hy the secular olcrg\% as tho parisJi priests 
were called. As tho monks were more cultivated than tho 
ficciilars, this policy was for the good of tho pco]de. Tho plan was 
re.si8ted by some of the great lords of the south of England, hut it 
was supported hy tho small lanilownef-s of the north. This policy 
much improTi?»l the condition of the (Tniroh. 

* Edgar w^as -by fariJ.the most poworful of the old English kings. 
In his da 3 ’s a new code of English law was drawn up, and the 
country was bo well governed that men looked hack 
to his nilc as an ideal time 'whicli they wished to 
bring back. lie gained tlio title of Edgar the VeaceaiJ.)lc. 

Edgar died in 975, and was succcoded by Ids son Edward, wlio 
was murdered in 979, while still a boy, by tlio contrivance of liis 
stepmother; and his halbbrother, Ethelred, was jdaced on the tluouo. 
Tliis happened in the year 979, and Dunstun, who was now a very 
old man, died in 988. 

A leirible tinn?followed Diin6tan’'8 deatln I’lio Northmen renewed 
their invasion.^, and met with but a focbhj resistance. Ethelred was 
a wretched king, and g/uricd the title of “ Unready,’^ ^ ^ 

which means “without counsel.” Tho Niirthrnen northerninva- 
already settled in England Bympathized with the in* 
vaders; the old jealousy between the Bhiros broke out, and for 
tw’cnty years tjio ci^ntry suffered miserably. The first of tliese 
invastons took place in 980. The Northrnch had now settled do-wn 
under threo kings, those of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden; and 
it was the Danes and Norwegians who attacked Engb/jd, Scotland, 
and Ireland, while the Swedes invaded Uussia and the shores of tho 
Baltic. In 991 the Danes won the battle of Maldon. Ethelred and 
his wise men could devise no better way of getting 
rid of them than of buying them off. To do this ® ^aaneaeid. 

they levied a tax, called Dauegeld. Of course, the 
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came back for more, and !n 99i Swoyn, Kh>g of the 
Anlftf, King of tJio Korwegians, attacked Ijondon, Th^y veto 
again bowgbt off. Again,their invasions were renewed, and laiger 
sums of money wore ^gain paid to tliem .in 1002, 1007, and 
1011 . 

i Kibefred then tried to play off one sot of Nortlimen against 
another. To do this ho married, in 1002, Emma, tho daughter of 

Aiuancowuii !•» Buko of Normandy. This, however, failed 

tueWormans. to win him help, and tho same year he arranged a 

MaM«cr«of tiM massacro of all the Danes who had recently settled in 
daum. Kngland. The slaughter was carried out on St. Brice’s 
Day. Among the slain was tho sister of Swoyn, ami he liurried to 
revenge her death. Town after town was sacked, and in 1013 
Bthelred fled to Normandy, and Sweyn W'as acknowledged as king. 
The next year Swejm died, and then (the Danes chose Canute, 
Sweyn’s son; and tho English recalled Etheircd. For a time 
©eatn of Ethclred was successful, end Canute left the countiy ; 
BtnoiYod. hut ho came back next year, and forced Wessex to 
submit to him, and in the midst of his troubles, in T016, Etheircd 
died .) 

Canute was helped very much by the treachery of Edrio Srreona, 
or the Qrasi>cr. J This bad man rose by his abilities to be Alderman 
of Mweia; but he used his talents most solfishJy, and betrayed 
first one side and then another. So clever was lie, however, that 
ho wras always able to make the side he was on believe ^at he 
was going to be fiuihfulj 

Just before Ethelrcd’s death Ediic Streona hadt^oincd 
and he now helped to forward Canute’s cause.) (The greater putt of 
^Bdmunditon* England chose Canute, but London held to Edmund, 

g^ii Qf Etheircd and Ids firtt wife.^^Ediuund was 
a very different man from his father. He was a great warrior, 
had wob the name of Ironside.” pe left Xondeh 
aimies in Various •places,] specially in the wcirt, as Alfin^ had 
dune before luni. Then he sallied forth and won thrUb' 
ogainst the Danes. So great was his success ihat Edr^ -SS&oiha 
Came over to his side. This*was his min; for in the 
ai .^^ndun, now Assington, in EssOx, Edric, at the criti^* minneat, 
over to die Panes, and Edinuhd was defeated. 
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und Canxite now agreed to divide the kingdom. ^ Kdmnud 
wa9 M fcave Wessex, Essex, and East Anglia; Canute purution ct 
was to rule over Mercia and Nortliumbrm. waa 
settled in 1016 f hut the same year Edmund was murdered, and Edrio 
Streona got the" credit of the deed. • * 

Canute began to reign in 1017. lie was a great man,) and ho 
showed it by making the English respect him and trust him, just 
as if he had been an Englisliman. Canute had a cauut® 
great scheme in his mind. He wished to create a 
northern empire, wliteh was to include Norway, 

Sweden, Denmark, and England, Just as Charles the Croat in Germany 
had revived the Roman Empire of the west. (^Tle was already King 
of England and Denmark, and in 1028 ho conquered Norway, j 
( In England he ruled well. Ho began his reign by dividing the 
country into four earldoms. Over East Anglia ho put Thurkill; 
over Northumbria, Eric; Edric Streona remained Earl oanuta'a eawi- 
of Mercia; while Canute kept Wessex in Ids own aonw. 
hands, > It was not long, however, before the traitor Edric was put 
to deadi, ^ud then Leofwine became Earl of Mercia, and in a short 
time Godwin wjis made Earl of Wessex, j 
Canute married Emma, the widow of Ethclred, perhaps for love, 
possibly to keep on good terms with the Normans. ’ One of Canute’s 
notable acta was his pilgrimage to Rome. This KarriftSBs witn 
occurred In 102>, and ho did not return till 1029, 
so sure did he feel that England would be well 
goyomed during his absence. Di 1031 Canute forced 
King of Scots, to recognize him as his over- 
tor^ and Id do homage for his earldom of Lotliian. ^ 

reign began the greatness of Godwin, Earl of 
Wessdz. He was muih trusted by Canute, and was 
left in ohaige of England when the king was away.) 

^ p^utd in 1035. At his death his great empire broke up. 
S^yn dfedned Norway, Hardicanute Denmark,^ England was for a 
dildded^ North of tbe Thames Harold was H^idi.awi 
*, wuth of it Hardicanute, tbe son of Emma, 
who abated hy Emma and Godwin. In the end Harold 

tlie countiy. His reign is ojily l^iubld 
Alfred and iOdwend, the sons 
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came from Normamly to Fm;Tlan(l. Alfred was blinded and died 
of his wound*?; E<lward escaped. For this cniol deed tho Kdrmaris 
liatcd tho English, and^ehl tho family of Godwin responsible. 

Tfarold was etioceeded in 1040 by irardicanntc. He sent to 
Normandy for Ills half-brother Edward; and when he suddenly 
cliod, in1042, the English wont back to tho old lino, and chose 
Edward, the son of Ethelrcd and Emma, as their king. 


DATES OF CinEF GENERAL EVENTS BEFORE THE 

A '('>RMA N CONO LIES T. 


Cfljsar’s invasions of liritain j... 

Roman occupation of Hrifain . 

Kingdom of Kent said ti> havo been f<nmdcd 

Arrival of Augus'tinc ... . 

Treadling of Aidan . ... ... 

Synod of \Vliit!>y .. 

First invasion of the Xorfh:ncn 


n.c, 55 and 54 

... A.T). 13 -no 

. 41!) 

. 507 

. «31 

... CG4 


Egbert becomes King of tjio Englisli . 

Treaty of Chi pjienli.am ... 

Rcconqucst of the Eanc-law. 

Strathelyde conquered and given to the King of Scots 

Lothian granted to King of Scots. ' 

Kstablishmont of Danish dynasty. 

Uestoralion of the English line ... . 


... 

... 870 

907-924 
... 0.945 
... C.050 
... 1017 
... 1013 
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THE NOILMAN CON'QEEST. 

KpwarI) was not a vij^orons king; ho had little authonty, wlulo 
Ihe groat earls grow more and more powerful, and their alliancoa 
and qnarrola make up the cliief part of the history tb* 

of hia reighi The most powerful families were those oonftMor- 
of Godwin, Karl of Wessex, Lcofric, Karl of Mercia, and Siward, 
Karl of Northii?!ibria. Q^dwai*d married K»lith, the daughter of 
Earl Godwin, wlijcli added to the consequence of tliat house. 
Godwin had many sons, of whom the most notable were Harold 
and Tostfff. 

IjCdward l>fd l)een brought up in Normandy, and he was naturally 
fond of Norman life and rmumcrfi. > In those da 3’’8 the Normans were 
in many ways more refined than the Er^hsh, and Rigtondneca 
their clergy weqj better educated. Edward, there- roriformaa». 

forcj was wishful to bring over to England what ho could of Norman 
civilization. He spoke French himself, and soon filled his court 
witli FrenclPspeakiug Normans, Some of these he placed in high 
offices in Church and State, Robert of Jumi^iges, a Noiman, became 
Bfshop of Ijondon and then Archbishop of Canterbury. Foreign 
merchants crowded to London, wid^t scorned as if the power of the 
English Was passing iiilo Normkn IianTls, and that English customs 
were to be changed for Norman, J Doubtless there was much to bo 
said for adopting the manners of the hformans where they were au 
improvetnent, but it was not to be expected that the J^glish would 
like i|^"|Accordingly there was much discontent, and Godwin and 
his itons %&t themselves at the head of^ho English party.^ 

Idattera c^me to a head^n 1051. In that year'Eu^ta^. Qf 
Boulogne^, who was returning from a visit to his btotbetdiid^w 
inward, marched Into l>ow)iw though it were a co^quor^ 

n 
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totra^land quartered his men on t)io Inhabitants^ Tha tiieii of 
BuiuWmmt of trover resisted, and a 6ght folIowf:d,)itt which sbmo of 
tii«QodwiA«. strav^ers were slain. pEclward called on Godwin, 
as Earl of Wessex, to punisli the rioters. Ffe refused,‘and Edward 
called on Leofric of Mercia and Siward of Northumbria to help him 
against Godwin. A meeting of the wise men was called, an^tiod- 
win and Harold wore outlawed.) Godwin went to Bruges in 
Flanders,- Harold to Ireland, and Edith, ^he king's wife, was shut 
up in a monastery.^ 

While Godwin and Harold were away,/|Cdward received a visit 
from William, Pnko of Normandy. Emma', Edward’s mother, was 
visit of William’s great-aunt, but lie himself had no blood- 
William of Tclutionship with the Fmglish royal family. William 
woratMuidy. Noriuane aroimd the king; he saw tliat Normans 

held great places In Church and State, he heard French,spoken on 
©very side, and, being an ambitious man, ho conceived the idea of 
making himself King of England^ For a Norman, there was nothing 
ont of the cimimon in this. At tluit very time one Norman was 
establishing himself as niler of southern Italy ;4[it was only ten 
years since a Northman had reigned in England; and there was no 
likelihood that ho would meet with a very formidable resistance, 
now that Godwin and Harold had been removed. is said that 
Edward made a promise of the crown to William* This he bad 
no right to do, because tho election was in tho bands of tho 
witoiia-gcmot; but William returned home 'well satistleiO 
^Jn the next year,^however, the scene was changed, wodwin and 
xutum of ood> Harold came bacl^ and the king was forced to make 
'^onoftS'^” terms with tlicm. Bobert, Archbishop of Cant^bury, 
wormaiw. and^most of the Frenchmen were; e:^lle^ and 
Stl^nd, an Englisliman, was made archbisliOp In his ete^. ^ V, 
The honse of Godwin was now supi-eme,. Godwin 
blit his son Harold became Ear! of Wessex; and in ^ 

0y]kr«nui<iv of Biward, Tostig became Earl of Nor^^biria, 

Harold ond Tostig made war- a^f-rluit 
^hile Edwaid i^mamed at honm:in hb 
wkok power df ike kliigd^ falling into thefc 

'when Ttwiig by bis bad conduct made himself so. unpop^ar 
blfor^nmbrians expelled him, and ,made Morcar, a 
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Lcoffic, tlidr oaH. His brother KJwm ha<l l>ecome Eail of Mercia, 
so that tlje chief power in the kingdom was divided between Harold, 
Eilwin^ and Morcar. . A year after tho expifision of Tostig,^kdward 
diedj iii 1006. Ho was called tho Confessor on Recount of Kis 
piety; but he was a very feeble king.^ 

At tho death of Edward it was very didioult to cliooao a successor. 
Of tho direct English line, tJjcro was living the Atlicling, or Prince 
Edgar, grandi^on of Edmund Ironside; but he was quite siAotion or 

a boy at the time, and even when ho became a man »uecea*or. 
his character v'as woak.^ It was pretty certain that William of 
Normtuidy would try to seize the tiirone, eo the En 
determined to pass over Edgjir, and midte Ilarold^ tho aon of God¬ 
win,♦"*ivho had tiiken tlie lead against the Komians, king.^ 
i A^ordingly, Harold hecamo king in 1060; and his Whole reign 


was madeojp of a struggle to keep the crown against 
Wnikm tho Norman. , 


HaroKl XZ. 


{William hatl no difficulty in finding pretexts for attacking Harold. 
Ho had really no claim at nil; but^e declared that he was 
Edward’s appointed heir, and on that plea demanded wiiUttm'Bpr®- 
tlie crown.) Agaiitst Edgar Atheling Jjo could have t«*tB rpt 
said little or nothing, bu^t happened that ho could 
make a very plausible case against Harold. /Harold had once been 
wrecked on tho coa.st of Normandy, and ^ad been tricked by 
.WiUiam into taking a particularly solemn oath to bo his man, and 
also, it was said, not to stand in the way of William’s claims to the 
crown^ Again, Harold and his brothers had incurred Uio liostilily 
of the^Normans by their resistance to foroigDers. The Normans, 
toby wi^od to take revenge for the murder of Alfred, llie bless^ing 
of tilu? obtaiiipd on tho ground that Stigand had bfeen 

t^ohgl^v^i|secmted the expuIsionTof the Norman, Bobertj and 
alw iMiil'receive his pathum^ or archbishop’s cloak, from a Hval 


weak enough by itlblf, hut when they 
Were ndt bound together they made a most formidable bundle ;5ftod 
wh% they were presenictl to the Nogimn knights, .who dreamt 
duk^^ms and etirldoms in England, they were receiv^ aa indb* 
while a crowd of foreign adventurers flocked to WiUiam’fl 
In the spoliation of England. 
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On Ins side, lIari>M was not idle. ITo led the fyrd^ or militia, to 
Preparations thc soiilh coa'd and fortilied aomo of tho important 
of Harold, posts, wfiilc IjO luinstdf, witli Ilia htisearls, or body* 
guard, any oiv* of wliom was wiid to be a niatoh for two ordinary 
men, was rcmly to Imiry to tlie point attacked. 

Unfortunately, Willium was not llarold's only enemy. Ills 
brother Tostig was disgusted at not being put back into his earldom 
invdBion of of Nortlininbria, arid was now cniising about thc coast 
HarSd^Hard- h> make an attack. AVlnlo .so doing’ho foil in 

rada. ^vIth thc ships of Harold Hanhada, King of Norway, 
This ITarold was a typical Ncrihnniti; he had served in the Norman 
guard of thc Kmperor of tlio East at (a)nstantiuoplo, and had been 
to Egypt and gained a great reputation ])y skn-ing a crocodile. 
Ho agreed to help Tostig, and they sailed ii]) the Humber to attac'k 
York. Morcar and bis brother Edwin, who bad come to his 
assistance, were doreat(Ml at fbe battle of Eulfonl on September 20. 
iiaroid’n Uarold Tnarchc«.l to Itolp Ihern, and attacked Tostig 

TStamSford •''t Stamford Ihidge on tho York- 

Bridifo. phivc Derwent. Harold oifered Ids brother a third of 
his kingdom, but Tostig refused to desert his allies, and thc battle 
began. In the end thc invaders were defeated, and Tostig and 
Harold Hardrada were both slain. The battle w’as fought September 
25, and three days afterwards William of Noanandy landed at 
Pevensey. 

' Harold at once set ofV to meet him, and it was only fair that 
Harold's march Edwiu and Jloiear should give their best aid; 
so\ith. though Harold, had married their sister, they 

Tefusod to do so; and so Harold, taking with him his 
and Morcar. huscails, was obliged to go by; himself. (On his way 
he raised tho b’rd of Kent, Essex, and East Anglia, and'l^ ^em, 
with the Londoners, against William. > ; ; 

IJetwcen Peven^ey and London are Hto ridges of d^'trDflp one 
near tho coast, tho other much nearer tlio Thames,** 

Thebattio- i^<^se days, the forest tract of weald. 

^iii^Proliably it would have been better for Harold to 
have fought'Willinm on that ridge which is the further inlanc^as 
William would then h»avo had a long march through didlcidt 
couhfl’yi while Harold would have been nearer to his friends*; 
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Howdver^ he cliosc to fijjhl on the ridge at Boolao, Bovon miles from 
Hastings, ou October I ftij, 10G6. ^ (See note, page 38.) 

Harold formed his men Englinh fasiiion, the brow of the hill 
behind a stockade, which tliey defended chiefly thc’r great 
battle-aKCS, while William relied on his arclicra and sattioof 

mounted knights. \ The Xormana were the more Haetinifa. 

Bciontilic Boliliers, and when they found it impossible to break tlm 
English line, tliey, by \Yilliani%! orders, feigned flight. Tho English 
then broke their ranks, uiid tlio Xormaus, tiiniiug upon them, charged 
so fiercely that tliey prevented the English from reforming their line. 
Meanwhile the Norman archers shot fast upon tho defendli'.g force, 
aual, aiming their m'rowa into tho air, made them drop on tho heads 
of tho English, who were using Ihoir shields to guard their bodies. 
By one of these arrows ilarold was killed,\ttnd then tlio English 
force was thrown more than ever into distjrder, and men fidl fast, 
till at length the Normans w'oro masters of tho field. Several of 
Harohr.s hrothers wx're among the slain, and the pow'or of AVessex 
\va.s utterly evusheti- 

From Hastings William marched to Dover, and secured it, so 
that he might have a safe lino of retreat to Normandy. Ho then 
set out for London; but, instead of attacking it, ho 
merely burnt eonie bouses in Southwark, and thou 
marched up tlio Jhames to Wallingford, where ho 
cro-^sed the river, and took up a position at Berkhampstead, near tho 
Walling Street. By this inunmuvre he cut; off Lmwlon from tho 
rest of tJiC- country, and made tho position of the Londoners hopeless. 
Tho \vitcna>gemot, therefore, which in the first oxcitcmei^ had elected 
Edgar Atheling’ king, finding that William had outwitted tJiera,gave 
way. The leaders, including lildgar himself, came 
oyer to Wiliiam*8 camp; new meeting of tho \v itena- wtujaatt aa 

gemot elected William king, as their predecessors 
had chosen Svveya and Canute, and a new epoch in English lustor}^ 
began. 

Ou the whole, we cannot regret tlid result of Haetings. Jtjsfc as 
great advantages bad come to England from her union with llxo 
Chufeh of Rome, so it was a great tiling for the Beauiu of wor- 
to become an important member of the family cyaqueat* 

t <*AtheUQg ** was the English ward for a prince, or sem of a king* 


wnuam'# 
moi'ch on 
Xiondon, 
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of European nations. (The Kormans brought witli 
greatoyt political ability, and tboir clergy tho highest culturo thcu 
known in Eitfope ]) andtthoogh it was a hard thing for the English 
to bo copquer^d, still their descendants have derived greater benehts 
from their defeat than they could possibly have done from their 
victory. 


DATES OF C//IEF BATTLES BEEOEE THE NOEMAiV 

COxXQUES'T 


Dyrham 


k t 

Vt • 


... 577 

Chester 


k 

*4a 


607 or Cl a 

IltttficUi 


4 4 . 

• * « 

• « m 

m 

Mnserfield 

•« • 

• 4 4 

• «* 

• « 4 


Wimvidaeld ... 

• • * 


■ ■ • 

• • • 

... 655 

Eitandun 

* » • 

• • * 


• » » 

825 

Hengist’s Down 

• ■ i 

• * 4 

» f ■ 

* • • 

m 

Ashdown 

• * . 

« m • 

■ « • 

• « * 

... 871 

Ktliaudun 

« 4 . 

« « 4 

• • • 

4 « h 

... m 

Brunnnborh 

• *4 

k * • 

■ « k 


... m 

Malden 



• »« 

4»l» 


Assandun 


*•4 


• as 

... loic 

Stamford Bridge 


• »« 



... iw 


Note on- Battle or IIastjxos.— U is now generally 
there was no stockade, but that the English fought in their 
locking their shields in front of thenii so that ^om a distaheit the aiithy 
looked hke a fortress. 
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I.—THE NORMAN KINGS OF ENGLAND, 1066-1154. 
William tho Conqueror, = MatilJa of Flaudtra. 


Robert, William Rufus, Henry, "= AUela w Stcphea 

Duke of 10«7- U0O. lliK> 1 Kio. j (so<‘L), » Bloia. 

Normandy, d. lUS. 

d. 1134. _ 

. t . r.^7'i " 

Wilh&m, WilliAfn, J^Iulildn, — (I) Kmporor Robert 

d. 1123. d, 1120. d. 1107. j Donry V, of 

(2) licoft’rey Gloucoster. 
of Aujou. 


Stoplion, ~ Matilda of Tlonry, 
1135-1104, I lloulogTJiC. Risbop of 
_I_ 'Winchester, 

Eustace, And 

d. 1153. others. 

( 2 )HenrvH,, 

1154-1180. 

sigoifles Ulcgitirnate. 


IV,—THE KINGS OF SCOTLAND, 1066-1214. 

Duncan I., 1034-1040. 


= ^fargarct, Donald Bane, 

v .] d. IU03. 1004-1007, 

anccijtor of Jolm Cornytu 
murdered by Brace, 1306, 

-- ^ --- ^ 

Bdgftr, Aloxaudcrl., Matilda, David I., =: DftU. of. 

y a. ms, im-noa. wai- 

tn. Henry I., tbeof. 

d. 1130. 


lUTalcoW XV 

1153-1166 ' 


Hear}', Earl of Huntingdon. 

_i-__ 

William the David, 

Jjioif, Earl of Huntingdon, 
11 b6-1214. ancestor of Bruce 

and BaUioI, 



CHAPTKn L 


V WiLLiAAi UM;r,-.itj87 (21 yeaift). 

Boni i027; 1053, of Flanders. 

eVtU^f of l/in Jict^/L-'-Odo (►[ l^.iveiix, Wnilam Ft.lgftr 

Kilvvin. AO/vc'ir, Sli^^and, Wnitlu'ifi'. L'lufranc, Half GuaiJi,*r, 
.liugcr oC Urcteuil, Kubert of IkllCmc, Kol)t’rt M'^wbray. 


William iho Con((iieror was orowruxi at Wesiniinster on Clirihi-* 
mas Day, lOCO. He hail been duly elected by tbe witeua™|jemot, and 
looked upon him.solf, not aa a con']uerorj but as the rii^htful sovereign 
of the Knglish, ilo was a man of great energy and ability. By 
William’s fatherVs death he had been loft Duke of Noi’inaudy 
vou.th. when only eight years old, and lie bad had to fight 
l&rd to keep his place. WJieu ho grew up ho bccaino one of tho 
strongest aa well iis one of tho ablest men of his time, <ind inade 
hhiiseif feared and rv>^j>ectcd by all Ids subjects. 

In niling England, William had to keep three, things in vfeW; 
WiiUam’a (^) scouro his hold over tlie country i (2) to reward, 
policy. ]^rorman followers; (3) to keep the Kormau nobles 

from becoming too powerful, • - ; 

The bjittle of Hastings had only overthrown, tli© powet 


and weakened the men of the tonth-east; tr;<i men of flw north 
Bftvoiuoftiie and west had n«'t yet fought with the Kornians.. 

3<Vom 1067 to 1071. rebtdlions \i^ro contittuqiiy jirejik- 
iiig oVit in different parts of tlie bland. Hn 1067 tlie men of diid' 
Kept Hereford, taking advantage of a visit which William 

Herdfbrtt inadt^to Nonnandy, rose in revolt against Odn, HishOp 
of Baveits, and William Fitz-Oshern, whom in. 

eonmiandj but the revolts ^^re unconneckHl, jaud WilWani bad 
taken to Kormandy Edgar Athcling, Edwin, bCoroar, and Stigand, 
ihto natural leaders of the English. #2'he Norm.anfl's(K‘h crushed 
thp EttgUsh; but the next year risings took place Jn the west^ 
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hel[^ by the suiia of ilarobl, jiuiu i?j, Xort hiitub ria^ where i^dj^av 
AiheJixig, who had t:.sca|>t*d from Wiiliam’s court to tjcotland, 
gave bi» aid. . Again the h’nglifili wcu-e biiatt a; ko WMtnnrf 
ill lOCO they called in the ]u’![> of tho I)uucs, and javallrn” 
under AVidtlicof, tiio wn of Siwiud, made auoihoi^ uauo#. * 
great effort iu tlie norili. 'L'Jus united armies of Knglish iuid Daiica 
captuml York and massacred the garrison, and fur a UHimeut it 
seemed if powtrr was in flcrious diujgcr; but ho hurried 

to the sp'4, h.uight olf the Danes, and defeated the Kngnsln 
'To guard hi?i)scii'.against similar attacks he ravaged the country 
from the Huml.»er to tljo Tecs.. A glance at the riiaj.) shows that 
this included the largest pait of tlic fertile land of Bavfl#Jnuof 
tlie notch of England. Tlie residfc was that the tbs north. ! 
north of England, alw ays lesii fertile than the south, was tlsorouglily 
thrown back, and never rcgiiiiicd its i>ositk'n till the growth of 
iiianufactures iu the cigiileenth century, >A hist oifoft was inatio by 
the English m 1071. In this year, for the first lime, Rovoxtof 
Kdwiu and Morcar put themselves at the bead of the isrtwin and j 
Fcbol^ but they were def(iate<hl Edwlxr w^as killed by M:oroftr. j 
hiapwiJi men; but Morcar for some limo held out w'idi Hereward 
in the of Ely, whicdi tliO fens then matlo almo.'it impregnable. 
Wiilljwn atiaoked it Ixith by water and land, and; the EnglisU 
surrenderee!. After these disasters the Englisli gayo up the 
struggle, aiid AVlliiam was able to emry out his ^Kdicy,'' 

began by puttijig Isonnans into the cluef plivees in Oliurch 
Bihto. Ed will aiid Alorciir had lost their c^ArhkJm», and 
WiUiathiiid not revive them .a He thought tlmt great uorroanii 

like those of Mercia and Wessex were piao«u to cMeX 
the f>ovfer of the king, and ho hcul g<x>ii 
reason for doing po.* On the Coiitiienijdhe dukes, thok^t 
wKojbftd'ori^naUy been merely governors of districts 
fiueh Oft Burgiii'idy or Bavaria, just, as the English earls were 
governors of MurcLi and h.i'l gradixatly uifwle themselves 

hereditary rulers of these dish icts; they hml graiUed laud to their 

service, they iiaxi gained control over thc lttW' 
e^tSi^and they were'raj>idly making tbeinaelves stronger tb^n ilio 
.‘William had himself been Duke of Normandy, and ho was' 
^^nained to bavo no one in England with smiUar po^jrar. 
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Accordingly, in r(?warding his fullowera with titles and lands, he 
followed a carcfiij plan. He had plenty of land to (Usj>o.sc of, for the 
^ ^ , iviiidish rtd)clliun3 had Ix'on followed by vast confis- 

dSfitriNutton of catioiis. ddiis hind he distribated to liis followers; 

vropert,. jiivini]; ifc to tlioui,;hc took g(H.d care that no 

one should have too much land in one phice.V For instance, Robert 
of Mortuin liud seven ImiKhcd and ninety-throe Jiiauors, but they 
were .situated in twenty counties. 

Only thrco^exoejuions wore lurule. In Qicshire, Durhatn, and 
Kent, tiio earls wirrc owners of the whole county, ai^l the other 
hmdiioldera held their estates from them. These were called 

f Counties counties nalutiucu Chesliire was a s:dV<iuard a;niinst. 
palatine. Welsh, ].)arbaui against iSet>lland, Ivcnt ugain.st 

the Continent; but Durham and Kent were given respoctivoly 
to the Bishop of Duvliam and to ()di». Bishop of BaytMix, w’ho, bidug 
churchmen,could ni>t marry and found faniilics, while (.hies!lire only 
was given to a layman, as it was tliought that tiao Wc-lsh would give 
the oar) suiiiciont ocouinitioii to prevent Iutu from tliiukingof treason, 
'fo keep down the Kiiglish, AViiliam huiU. castles in nil the largo 
. towns .and at idaces of military iniporUnce ; but he 

j Ca»ti«M, kept, all llicse in his own handed and gave them to 

men w'liom he 0 <mi 1 i 1 trust, ,Jt, was not his policy to allow castles 
to be Iniilt which might bo used against himself. 

In fcho Cluirch William rci)laced the English prelates and abbots, 
by Kormans. Some wore deposed and others died; but in each 
Nortbuuxa tutiM Case a Norman tilled the vacaiu y. In 1070 Stigand 
Churcb. ^ deposed, and Lcgifianc became Arclibisliop df 

Canterbury^. Ho w'as i\ learned and able man, and William found 
him a most useful iul\ iscr. These changes were gooii for the English 
Cliuvcb, The Norman bishop.^ though some #i'ere statesmen and 
warriora rather than ecclesiastics, were rnoro cultured than the 
English, anjjJ they brought the Church of England into closer tinion 
with Rome—a change wliicli at that time was a good thing. \ 

In 1070 William made twelve pien of each shire declare the laws 

JJeciiwatioti of as it was liis intention to preserye 

til® i4v by tho these laws, and tiot to supersede them by Norman 

■ :s>uerU®ii. 

practices. 

While he was making these changes, William steadily maint^ed 
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thn of tljc oM kinj:::!!?. ^')[o iuvdJilctl.SiiiiLUiuI, anil forc^^^l 

^falcolm, Kijig of Scots, to ‘‘ become bis man ” in J072, Beiaiion with 

ami he to hobi Kij‘;lau4 fts a Ijcf of ;'lic Tope, 

ag OregOTy VIT, (Hilf!ct>raii<.l) doniandc*! (hat be should in 107(3* 

WilliamSalso took Tueans lo curb'the power of the 

= ‘ Beljitlona with 

ropo and clorgy. lie ordered (1) that no.,i'op»5 th»>an<l 
ahould be n»'kno\vlolged in ICngl iiid, and tlud. no s’(*^*’iry. 
lettpi'a shoedd be rei'civod from a Tope wiihunt (be king'y coiiRcnt; 
(2') that n<\^c:inot;s idionM be made by llio cU rgy, or (3) any of biy 
be eNmunmuniented, without bis express sanction. •, 
William’s tneosures wore not, popular with bin Norman fldlowers. 
Tlioy expec ted that, when their duke becanio a king, they would 
naturally beemno dukes and carls, and wlom tiu'y comwionce- 
found UiatftV’iDiam meant to euib tludr power^sonie mffntoftho 
went home in ilisgust and some rolvollod. For one 
hundred years the buvctns continually tried to make 
theiuselves as strong as their feJl<AV3 on the Cmitincni. •; Against 
their efforts the king was usually lie]]>ed by the clergy and the 
Fnglisli, whose interest it was to curb the power of the turluilent 
Irnrons.jp The towns bad not been of nnicU account Growth of tn® 
before tlic Cojupiost; buti^vhen Kuglaud became con- towa». 
noctod ivitli the Contiieiit, trade grew nuil tlicy throve fast.] In 
return fljr sums^of money the kings granted tiiem charters , and 
privileges, and they s<3on became, very iinportant. 

!j {The %at rebellion of the barons took place in 1074. Italf Guadcr, 
I’liiil of NniTolk, an<l Hoger of iJreieuil, Earl of Hereford, were the 
leaders, and limy asked WaltUcof, son" of Siward, and Reheuionsof ^ 
I'karl of Huntingdon, to join them. Their wish was to thebarono. 
rj,l||i|Le..pJi 0 ..of.thcn)selvc^ king, and the other two dak05. Waftheof 
eccms to have refusixt; but lie fell Imdor Wiliianfs suspicion, and 
was executed. ‘The rebellion wms crushed by fj»arifrapc, with the 
ai^sistatico of the English,^ The next rebcdlion occurred in 1078. 
Ilobert of Bcllcme (sometimes f jiclt Belesinc) Ilobeit Mowbray 
were the lca<lers, and they obtained the help of William’s eldest son, 
Jtobert, They* were defeated. | 

{ In 1085 the king ordered a complete sun ey of the whole kingdt^ 
ta W know exactly how much lan4 each 

EOlin had, and wliat payments were due to the king. Coinmlsjsioneta 
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were sent) to the yhifc-woota, where they learned from iha great 
DomMdtiy *^^<3 general divisions of the slnrc^ then to tlio 

Book. hoin'lred^nootj and finally tljoy called before them, 

from each towiiFibip, the reeve, the pai’ish priest, nml pix villeins, or 
jnen who heiil hin<l nnder tho lord of the township, rroni themjjhey 
leand tho amoufit of arable, par.fijrOf^tin.d wood land, to whom it be- 
longefl, what mills and fishenes there were, and other particulars; 
what had been Iho vah.io of the township in Ibc time of King I5dwar<l, 
.and what it was now w-ta tli. The results of these irr luiiies W(^re written 
ont in a bools; It gives us a picture of all 

England except runiborlarfd, AVesimorolaiid, Northamborkiml, and 
Durham, some of Avhl{di w*m'c wasto and «sorne jii the hands of the Bcots, 
aud^t is of incalculable value as a description of England at the time. 

Wljen tho book was fiuibhcdj^Vijliam eumnioncd all tho English 
laiidi»oldcra to meet Jiim at Salisbury. There he made eaclr of 
Xiandhoiders' swear allegiance to him, wdiethcr ho held from 

oath to tho an iuterineduitc lord or not.’} This had a great eifoct. 

Abroad, the Nonnans took an oath only to the 
Duko of Normandy, and if ho rebelled agair.st tbo King of France, 
they wore only doing tia.ur duly in folbiwing him; but in England, 
if vassals followed tlieir lord ag.-i?7!st tho king, tjicy w^ore guilty of 
treason. Though this oath w^as not feudal, from tho meeting of 
Salisbury it is convenient to dato the establishm^it in England of 
what is called Feudalism. 

' By this J8 meant the system in which tho king is regarded as tlie 
Bupreme owner of the land, and as letting it out to.his tenanlsdu- 
Peudftiieim chief OT baroiis, who hold on condition of Bcrving 
denned. paying him certain dues. They, 

In their turn, let their land to sub-tenants, who hold it oii tho same 
termSy and so tho whole of sbeiety is hound^together by a system 
of land tenure.} 

During the whole of his reign William was at enmity V7ith 
King of France, 1073 he led Sn English army against tho 
Wfi« 9 wit:b> province of jMaine,)just south of Normandy, and 
captured it fro?g^ the French king; and in; ]^87^^ tun^ 
by a joko of that inonarch,(^he attacked Mantes) a town oh tho 
S^he. Here liis horse plunged on some hot cinders, and WUl;^ 
was oh ^wely hurt 




CWffliam was a harsh rn’u,T, hut he divl a great deal of good to 
Kngland.) Wo saw how tho qunrre’^i hotwcon tho groat carls 
weakened HaroM at IIustiugH, and thov wt.^ild prob- ^ 
ably have becoino jurd as oppressivo to tlieir snhjectH^ cuoraotcjr' of 
art tho Kronch inddod did. William j'reveiite<l this. "W.lium. 
anti bj’^ making the crown |>owftrfu?, aitil by relying on the KnglisU 
and the olergv a<gaii}st the barons, did a meat deal to. nnnke 
hngland a umted kiniidom. His reign, liowevor, was a lorrihle 
time; Ijie K!iig raiFj^Hl jjfany taxes, and the harons oppressed tlie 
bhiglisli. ^ William and t)iO barons were very forwi of hunting. 
William kept all tho flalkland As forest, ami added to it hy 
making tiift New Forest in llampsldro a piaco for sport, for “ he 
loved the tell dt^er as though he wore their father.’* From tins 


time the waste land of tho kingdom wlneh was not cmcloiicd in any 
manor or township was callorl the furost. In this the barons might 
not Imnt, and to preserve (bo game a law was made Uuit ho who 
slew .i deer shouid 1^ blinded. 
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Wiu.iAM II., 10S7-1100 (13 yciir.^f. r.orn about 10G0. 

Chirf Oumtcfi’ni of the 7i<o/>L —Otlo of Bftytnix, I-'infr.'inc. Ilf'bcTt ot 
IloVx’rt MtP.vbniy, Knnulf Flain^nnl, jm<l Ah-t lin, 

Wjuxvm llio Ooiwjiionir It'ft thrcio Uoliert, ‘William, and 

Henry. Of linljei-t; snccecdod his fatlun* as Duke of Nor- 

Election of mundy; \v’hi]o Williain, who luid hoen !hs father’s 
'WUiiamiimus. f.^vourito, Crossed llie Oluinnel at once wdlh a letter 
from tlio dcail king to lianfranc, Ar(dihl;-le>j> of (.'antcihnrv. 'I'his 
prelate had been his tutor and had knighted liini; l.mt before I^anfraiic 
declared in William's favour, ho insiste'd n]»ou the, young prince taking 
an oath to rule well and to follow Ids advice. Ho then threw all 
his weight into the scale, and .secured the cli-clinn of William. ;'This 
arrangement followed the idea of the time, that ancestral possessions 
should go to the eldest son, ami acquired property to the second. 
Henry, the young(‘st, had to cordent liiinscif for the present with 
five thonsaml pounds loft by his latlicr. 

WillUiTu ri., who was called Itufu.s from his ruddy countenance, 
was a bad man but a vigoiou.s king, bccaus(3i;liis instinct made 

PolicyofiiufUB check the great barons, and prevent 

them from huihling castles,; from which they might 

plunder the country; and thus ho socnrcit peace for the culti¬ 
vators of the soil and the traders of tho towns. ?^No doubt bo 
levied very heavy taxes; but no taxation could ever be so bad as 
tho irregular exactions of the barons; and so, though times were 
hard for all, the country was moving along tho road marked out 
for it by the wisdom of Wjjiiam the Conqueror, and, as long as 
Lanfranc lived, the voting king foUow'cd his advice, and adopted the 
old plan of playing oif tho English against the Itarons.f He had need 
to do this, for the gi'eat nobles hated tho Conqiieror’s sy^cm^ and 
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they were always on the watch to an a4vanta::ro ^ver the kin,^. 
Many of them wonM have proferrod Kohort h)r kiivx, because, thou<<h 
brave, he was car»>le.s;> an«.l easy-going, and would have given them 
more Kceuee. 

Tiie leading barons were Odo of Ik\yonx, Roger Montgomery, 
and Robert Mowbray. Odo contrived a conspinicy against 
William in the first year of his reign, afid fortilied Bebeuionof % 
the ca.stlcs of liocliesti?r and Arun<h'l; but William tiio baron 0 . 

called on all .the Englisli to lielp him,'and said tliat any one who 
did not come to his aid would be branded by the name of ‘‘ nithing,” 
w hich the English thought disgraceful. They iloeked to liis standard 
in crowds; both tlie castles %vero taken, anti Od«) was ignominiously 
expelled from the count^ 3 ^ Tito caredess Jtobort fiilod to come to 
the aid of bis friends^ and they w'ere one by one deh.'atod or forced 
to como to terms. Some time aflerwards Ibabert Mtiwl'ray rebelled 
and fortified Rarnlmrotigh; but bo wms captured when aw.ay from 
his strongjK'ld, and his wife was forced to surrender hy the threat 
of yeeing her husband blimled. This hap]>enod in 1095^, 

fu 1090' 'William, who had won over to his side a Tunnber of 

the barons of Normandy, mraded that duchy; but Iho nobles who 

hold land on botJi sides of the Cliarmcl disliked _ 

. , - , , WiUiaiMia- - 

either a war or a separation bclwecTi Eogjaml and 

Normandy, becafso tliey fcarciil to lose one or other 

of their estates; so they brought about an arr.angeraeiit by which 

it was setUed that, if either brother died without children, tho 

other was to sttocced to his dominions. William Kliorily afterwards 

found means to induce his brotlicr to pledge him Normandy for 

a sum of money.. 

William found botli^^he Scots and \V'elsh troublesome neighbours, 
and had to take means to defend his kingdom from their assault^!. 
Malcolm, King of Scots, the brother-iu-law of Kdgar poiiey towards 
Atheling, sympathized with the borons, Rnd#had Scotland, 
claims of his own to Cumberland and Westmoreland, whidi had 
been granted by King Edmund to tlio King of Scots, and.he took 
the Opportunity of Williamks absence*in Normandy to invade the 
northern counties. On his return from tho Continent, William 
marched against him; and, being struck with the position of Carlklo 
on the south bank of the river Eden, caused it to bo and 
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peopled it with a colony of south-country .men*) Situated at one 
^ oarXinio cxtresnily of tlie old Itoman wall, it matched Kew- 

foiftmed. castle at the other, and these two fortresses mhde it 

harder fer the Scots to penetrate into Durham and (himbcriaiul than 
formerly. Malcolm was soon afterwards skin in Kortliumberlaiid, 
near Alnwick. 

Twice William invaded Wales with a regular army, but found 
his heavy cavalry no match for Iho agilo Wokhincn in their 
poUcy toward# mountains and i-avines, s(^be contented himself with 
Waites. checking the depredations of tlm Welsh by building 
0 lino of fortresses in Cheshiro and the Severn Vkllcy. At Iho 
s.rmo time, ho arranged tliat tho war should bo earned into their 
territory by making a free grant of all land token from the Wckti 
to the coinjueror.^ This plan afforded occupation to the unruly 
barons of tlio border, and was so successful that in a short tirao 
almost all the lowlands of Wales and the sonthorn coast were in 
the hands of Norman adventurers. ^ 

Laufranc died in 1 (>30-. and the king then made Banulf Flambard 
his chief advi.scr.^^'Flambard was one of the Nannans who htnl been 
,/rsxtortiona of in Fngland in the timo'bf Kdward the Coiifessor. 

Fiftjttbard., x[q ^11 ecclcvskslic, and an ablo as well as an 
uuscmptilous man; but ho served the king well, and helped him to 
giw r^hby enforcing the feudal When any 

man who held land from the king,died, his heir had 
topay a large sum of money called a ‘'relief,” because it was paid on 
iaMng up the estate. If the heir was a minor, the king acted as 
his gxiardian, Iningiug him up, but putting the proceeds of the estate 
into tho rqyal trciisury; and when he came of age ho had to pay a 
relief as well. If the heir hap|^>cned to bo a woman, tho king claimed 
the right to bestow her in marriage, and in tliis way rewarded his 
friends. All tlieso rights the king exercised, bccaxise the landowners 
were negorded as officers as well as tenants of the king, wliose chief 
duty was to defend their estates, and to provide soldiers to fight for 
the king; and the king naturally claimed to see that diese matters 
were not neglected during a.minority, and that on heiress did not 
marry one of his enemies. 'JJy enforcing those dues strictly, and also 
by exacting heavy aids, %,e, paid by tlio feudal tenants, the king 
keptj^etr^ 
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The clergy at CItat ti'jiie hoUl Uie f^reitoi' part of their Itmls, juf'.t 
like laymen, by feiuLtl teinire, but with ihifidirtereijce. Tliovo were 
no mmoritics anU no heire>?.<c5?, aiul so the king; aiirl Exactions n-om 
Fbml>ar<} trieii to make up fi>r thb, lirBt, hy keeping tiwi*Clergy, 
bishoprics and abheya vaciint while tJiey t>eiz(‘d tfie revenues; and, 
sCcomlly, by making the new bishops and iU>bota pay a large sum 
before they were allowed to be ejonseeriitcd. 'fhus.^fter L^anfranc’a 
death, no new Archbishop of Canterbury appointed for four 
yeans, and, William was oiily, when he thought himself dying, 
induced to name Anselm ns Lanrranc’s eiiccossor. William, 
however, recovered, and he then found that his new arolit>Isho|), 
a pious and able man, did not- approve of his manner of life, 
ami tiio way he was robbing the Olnuch. A series of quarrels 
followed, ami at last Anselm left England to lay his case before the 
Pope,, 

In lOOfl all Europe was fitiiTed by tba.preparation,s for Iho Irst 
(/rusade,,v iMany years before, Jei'UJ<akuu had been compicred by 
the Ar<ab follower.^ of Mahomet; but they had treated c&meit^tthQ 
tlje Christians well, and allow'cd them cither to live 
in Uio city, or to come and go a.s pilgrims or m<;n,'liants... Under 
their rule the Easter fair at Jcrnsalcin became one of the great 
events of the commercial -worhi, where Italian merchants met tbo 
traders of the liiaifit, and the .sptices arid silkH of Arabia and India were 
exchniigcd for the productions of Europe, flint in 107G Jerusalem 
feUinto^Uie hands of the Sc’jukian Turks, a wild tribe of Mahometans, 
who had mado their wav from tho highlands o? Asia. (They hated 
Christianity, and cared riotlung for coiuTuerce, so they oppressed 
pilgrims and merchants alike; 'and by degrees tra<]e was utterly 
ruined^ and the cries jf the persecuted pilgrinifi, and the inurmurs 
of tho ruined Ifcalmns, coupled with the fearu of the Emperor a 
Constantihppio that ho would be exposed to the fttfa<rk,s of tho 
barbarous infidels, created tho greatest exciteraej^t in Europe.^ Tlio 
Nornmna who had been fighting tlio Baracens in p,cachittff Qt 
Sicily had long boon anxious to extend their con-^ 
questa In the East ; so Kornmns, Em^jeror, Italians, 
and adventurers were only too tfiankful when Peter the Hcriaifc, 
himself suiTered from the perscenthms the Turks, 
ijravelled through Europe and preacher! a holy for to 
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recovery of JoruBalon and the Holy Sepulchre from the hands 
of the niihelicvcrs. Urban II. took up the cry, and when 

Tho first it 'vay rali^cil, plenty of people, some from pure 
cruaade " inotivcs, Koino from interest, were eager to join in the 
expedition. The kings of Franco and England approved the 
plan, for it took away some of the most warlike of their Bubjects, 
and William Uufus was glad to take Normandy in pledge for ten 
thonsaiiil marks, to enable his bi'olher Kobert to betake himself to 
the East, /’^fter numerous adverdnros the Crusaders, or CroRsmen, 
who word the cross on tlieir backs, conquered Jerusah-m and 
OBtablislicd a Christian kingdom.^ Exc('pt a few of the leadvirs, who 
acquired shares in the new conquests, such as llohennmd, a Norman 
of Tareutum, who becuino Frince of Antioch, few of the Crusaders 
gained much except glory from their cllbi-ts, and the real advantage 
of the OruKades fell to the peaceful inhabitants of Europe, to the 
kings, who, in the absence of their vassals, took the opportunity to 
consolidate their power, and to the merchants of the Italian republics, 
such as Venice, Cienoa, ami Pisn, -who, under the banner of the Cross, 
re-established their trade witli the far East. 

While Uobert was Away, William, who had boon hunting in tho 
Death of Forest in Hampshire, was found w^ith an arrow 

WiUiatu. in liid heart, and though many stories were told of 
the event, no one can say with certainty how or bp whose hand he 
met his death. 



CIIAPTEK IH. 


' Henry I., 1100-4135 ^35 years). 

, I 1100, MatildM of Scotland* 

Horn I0t>8; marnod <,*.•< * i i i' r 

’ ( 1121, Adcla ol Lonvaui. 

('hkf Characters of the Jici/jn, —Anselm, Roboit of Bellenie, Roger of 

.S.nlisburv, William CUto. 

IJenjiv, Uic yonn^'cst son of tlic Conqueror, Wviis hindin^^ in the 
forest when llufus was killed, and he Imrrjtd at once to Winchester 
to secure the treasures of the late king. Kohert was Kiectionof 
still in the East, and no one pressf^d his claims ; so a Henry i. 
small assembly of pr*.*Iiites and nobles chose Henry for king, and he 
was cro>vned, in the absence of Anselm, by l\fauricc, Bishop of 
Loudon. 

^The now king began his reign by four popular acts. He issued 
ft cliartcr, married Idatikla, tho daughter of .Malcolm, „ 

^ 7 0 7 Popular acta* 

Ki?ig of Scots »nd J^Iargaret, tho sister of Edgar 
Atheling, put lianulf I’lambard in prison, and recalled Aiisehn, 
.•Henry's cliartor is a very importajit document; it shows us wliat 
were the chief grievances of which the nobles and cku'gy eomplamed, 
and the way in ^Yhich they might bo reniediod. chaA^rof 
Henry^protmsed that the Churcli should Ih 3 free, and Henry, 
that all bad customs ^hould bo aboHshed, especially cfhiirch. 
that of making a profit out of the revenues of vacant bishoprics and 
abbeys, which, liad been tho chief cause of complaint against 
William KafiLS. Tho nobles were to pay to tho Jting 
only such reliefs as were jtist and lawful, instead of 
any sum that the king might choose to demand; and heiresses and 
widows were not to be married agaiftst their will'} La) ids which 
wore hold by knight-scrvico, i.e* on condition that tlio holder should 
provide a horseman ip armour for tho king's ware, weR) to #0© 
from any other service. All personal property, money, or 
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furiifiture, might bo disposed of by will. To concOi^ tho lower 
orders, the tcnantadn-cliitof were ordered to deal witli 
their teiiifats as tiic king dealt by them. The laws of 
35dwiird the Confessor were to bo rebtined with the improveraenta 
wliich hud been introduced by William the Conqueror. ^ Thiis 
charter shows m the exact jKwiUon of the king. lie was in conflict 
with the higher classes, the cleigy, and the nobles j but between them 
and the people he was an arbitrator, to whom they eoukl look for 
justice, and hence, when the king found himself at war w'ith his 
nobles, he could ask tlie peojde to suppuii him us their champion. 

Horny’s iimrriugo w'ith Matilda was popular w'irh tho Englisli, 
whom ho wished to please; but it annoyed the Normans, who laughed 
at ricnry and his queen, as the Goodman Godric and hia wife 
Godgifu, after some English stor)\ The children of the marriage, 
as descendants of William the Conqueror and of Alfred, liad h claim 
to the allegiance of both poople.s. 

The imprisonment of Ihuiulf Flambard was pleasing to Chm'ch^ 
men, nobles, and people alike. It was said that he had uot only 
imprtoontnetit flccccd, but flavoAl the tlock. His ill-gotten wealth, 
flfFkimUard. ^owcvcr, helped him to get a ropo conveyed into 
tho Tow'tu* in a jar of wine, audQvith it he managed to escape, and 
fled to Normandy, \ 

Henry had not been king long before ho foun^ hhnself at war 
wiir with the with his barons. {^heir leader was Eobert of Bell^me, 
Earl of Shrewsbury, and son of Boger of Montgomery, 
the old ally of Odo of Bayeux.'v He hold a number of strong castles 
on the Welsh border, and was by fur the most powerful lord in 
Engtod. fHenry marched against hiiUj captmed him and hia castle^ 
and droYo him into exile*]. The Engliali were delighted at hia fitte, 
and' said, Bejoico, King Hofu y, and praise 6ic Ix>rd God ; for yoti 
ave hdw a trim king, having beaten l^bert de Bell^me and dnv^en 
him into exile.” Throughotit his reign, Hemy^ alwap had the good 
WiU^^r the English, for his English birth and Englisli wife made him 
more to ti.iein than the Norman Williams; and to please them he 
learnt both to read and to sppak the Englisli tongue. 

Wheni^bert came home he naturally ;dalmed the cirown 
« acbordanc^ ^*th the arrangeml^nt nude with Bhma i 
'^but the Englieh.supported fl;eniy, )and Bobert 
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oVliged to coatont iiiiaeelf with Normandy. Whcu Kobort of Bcll5in© 
was ©spelled, he retired to Normandy and set himself to stir np vrar 
between the duke and his brother. la 110# Henry, with an army of 
whom many were lingliah, completely defeated Itobert at Tenchc- 
brai. ' Th© duko was captured and imprisoned, amfllenry became 
master of th© whole of Normandy. The English looked on Ten- 
cbebrat as a revenge for their defeat at Hasting-s forty years before. 
In 1118 Henry completely defeated tlio French at Ikeiiville. 

During the early years of his reign, Henry was engaged in a <jaarrei 
with Anselm. As the clergy held most of their lands from the king 
iis feudal vassals, and Imd to perform the same military Henry*# 

services as laymen, it was of great importance to th© vmrrei with 
king that his bishops and abbots should not bo his 
enemies. Th© kings, therefore, insisted upon their right of granting 
investiture to abbots and bi6hop.s by giving them the ring and etalTT, 
and of reccinrig homage from them for their lands.') WJicn AliMni 
was on the Continent, he became acquainted with an attempt which 
the pox^ was making to regain for the Church the control over 
her own officers, and on his retuni ho refused to consecrate bishops 
who had done homago for their lands to the king. Henry clearly 
could not allow the clergy, who owned a very largo part of tlio 
country, to become independent of him, so die refused to give way;; 
But both Henry and Anselm w'oro reasonable men, and(^in 1107 
it was ^roed that the. election of bishops should be in the hands 
of the cathedral clergy, but that tho choice should be xi«oUoAar 
made in the king^s court, that tho man chosen should 
then do homage ^ for his land to the king, and that the arehl^ishop 
should not refuse to consecrate the bishop-cloct> and giv© him the 
ring and staff, because he had done such homage for his land.) lin 
this way the Churclii»was saved from the scandal of having her 
bishops directly appointed by the king; on the other hand, the king 
retained his hold over the feudal services due from tho Church 
ImdSf and in reality was still able ta securc^o election of his 
friends. 

% 

After Henry hod settled his difficulties witlr his brother Bob^rt 

, .t ^ to beeome the man of another from irhom yen 

an oath Modlug yon to heGotnehis man of life sod Baihi aiid 
old faith for th© lands held from him. 
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and with Anselm, and had defeated the barons in the person of 
H«ttry'a con* Bclleme, few events of importance occurred 

•titutionai for some|/ears, juid the time was employed in organ- 

‘ *’®^s***^®’ izing the administration of the conntrv. In this ho 

m 

was aideM by Ih'ger, Hishup of Kalisbuiy, who had risen from being 
the king’s chaplain to bo his most trusted adviser, and who played 

Bhirc mootii ^ important part in tlie systtun of governinent. 
ancihuntired. (Shirc-rnoots and hundred-moots \vere ordered to 
inoou. 7neet regularly as Ijerctofure^ which was a great 

advantage to the common people and a groat check to tlie barons^ 
because they gave ready justice to all, and as they were presided 
over by tho king’s ofliccr. the slioriiT, the nohh.’s were prevented 
from getting into their hands the adniinistration of justice/*-. 

After tho Conquest tho place of tlic Witena^gemot was taken by 
the Magnum Concilium, or Creat Council, in which sat Iho arch- 
Kagnum hiBliopfi, bishops, chief abbots, and earls, and also tho 
Concilium, tonants-in-chicfj that is, men who held tlieir land a.s 
vassals of the king, w^ho took the place of the king’s Thegns. fit 
was, however, summoned only on great occasions, and tho chief 
business was done by Iho Curia Regis, or king’s law court, which 
liied all cases between tho great nobles, and other 
cases on at»peal from the shire-moot. The members 
of this court were mainly tho great ofllcers of tlic realm, such aa 
the Justiciar,^ Chancellor, Treasurer, and others; but tho king could 
always name atiy one else to lie a member of the court. When tho 
court was sitting to'give ndvicc to iho king on matters of state, it 
was *called tho king’s Ordinary Council, as opposed to the Great 
Council which sat on special occasions; 'when it was dealing with 
matters concerning the king’s revenue, which formed at that timo a 
largo share of the bu.'^incss, it was called th(fCourt of Exchequer; 
and when it acted as a law court, simply tlio King’s Court, or Curia 


CiuiAKeorlo* 


* The Justiciar, uider the Korm.an and early Angevin kings, was the 
chief officer of the realm. He usually acted as the king’s representative, 
and in the king’s absence presided over the Curia Kegis. From this his chief 
duties became legal, and his title is still preserved m that of Chief Justice. 
The Chanecllor was the king’s eVief secreiary, and keeper of his seal. He 
afterwards took the Justiciars place as Chief Minister. ITie Treasurer kept 
the king's treasure. He succeeded the ClianccUor as Chief Miniatcr, and 
is now represented bv a set of Commissioners of whom the chief is ckUed 
the First Lord of the Treasury* 
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Henry made Chi.s co\irt sit rognlarly, and some of its money 
accounts made in this reign arc still preserved. 

Moreover,flic connected the shirc-moots vgth this court by some¬ 
times sending members of tlio Curia Regis to sit in the sliire-moots, 
which >vas a step towards collecting into a regtilar* itinerant 
system the administration of justice throughout tho Ju»tice». 
country/) By this Horiiy^ conferred a great beneftt on his Buhjccts, 
and tliO order lie kept ^Yas so. good that he gained the honourublo 
title of “ The Limi pf^Justice./' 

Henry and ^Talilda had two cdiildron, William and Matilda, tn 
1120, when William was eighteen,- his father began to take steps 
to secure for him tho kingdom, and made the barons Death of princo 
of Nonnandy swear allegiance to him. Unfortunately, wiuiam. 
on the return voyage, the prince’s ship, owing to tho drunken careless¬ 
ness of tho crew”, ran upon a rock and sank, and all on board but one 
perisbed. After tho death of his .son, Henry maiTied again, for his 
wife Matilda iiad died in 1118 ; but, as ho had no cliildrcn, he set 
about securing Iho ^uccc8sion for Matilda, his daughter* 

Tliis lady had married 1 lenry V., the emperor; she had no children, 
and on his deatJi had returned to Englfiiul in 1125. Accordingly, 
Henry called Jus barons together, and persuaded them Aiietfianca 
to swear allegiance to her as their future sovereign. 

Henry’s jpreat fear was that William Clito, son of 
Robert of Normlndy, would be her rival, as ho was a young and 
vigorous man, and had tho support of the King of France; eo, 
to strengthen Matilda on iho Continent, lie arranged a marriage 
between her and GeelFrey, the son of Fulk, Count of Anjou. This 
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laaniage pleased neither the English nor the Normans, of whom 
the Angevins were the Iiereditary foes; and as Gcolfrcy was only 
sixteen, and had a i<oIent temper, it was not happy for Matilda 
herself. However, three sons w^cro born of it, which was a source 
of pleasure to Henry. Shortly after the marriage, Henry’s fears 
were removed by the death of William Clito. • 

The last few years of his reign were uneventful, and Hemy him¬ 
self ^died in ^1135. (He was a great king. His instinct1ma®1f»im 
SeTwhat was best for his people, who Wanted notJiing Henry's de«.tii^ 
60 much os to be safe from the turbulence of the great an<icharoctsr.„ 
landowtiefs. Under him commerce, which was fostered by tho 
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conoectiou Ixitwcea England, and tho Continent, Nourished, 

yiowiiiiina *5prang into importance, and tho townsmen often 
bought f|om tlio king a charter to allow Uiem to 
town«. ^ fixed tax to the exchequer instead of having 

their pa5ntncntfi assessed by the sheriff, a conccBsion which added 
to their consequence, and was a great source of security to tho 
trad<srs against the iryustico of tlio sheriffs.^, 

-tllonry was a scholar himsolf, and encouraged learning. He 
knew French, English, Latin, and perhaps Greek. Under him 
otftto or monasteries, many of which liad been founded by 

le^inar. Normans, became schools for the nobility. In 

thorn manuscripts were collected and copied, histories were wit ten, 
and each little society of monks hccamo in that rudo ago a centre 
of civilkation and comparative refinement,) 

Of tho Enghsh monks there wore threo principal branches. First, 
the liencdictines, who followed the jriii® of St. Benedict, an Italian 
monk of the sixth century, to which order all tho old 
English monostories had been made by Dunatan to 
„ . conform. Second, tho Chigniucs, who followed die 

rule of tlic Abbey of Clugny, which liad led a 
religious rcviwl in tlio tenth and eleventh centuries. Third, tho 
Tn^joiaior. Cieterciaiis, who, under the lead of tho Abbey of 
Citeaux, tried in the twelfth century to restore tho 
etrictness of older times. Each of these orders St its foundAtion 


attracted into its ranks tlm most earnest and spiritual men of the dme, 
but under tho mfiueiice of iiicreasing wealth,^each gradually fell from 
its high ideal,Vand made way for some new order, which in its turn 
repeated the liistory of its predecessors. While their enthusiasm 
lasted tho service done to civilization by the monks was immehset 
Each abbey was an outpost of culture in its a^wn district, where it 
gave an example of peaceful industry and orderly life hi an age too 
much given to divide its time between warfiire and debauchery* 
Hot was the infiuctee of tho ;monks only moral; but by draining 
fens ahd reclaiming forests, making roads and repairing dykes; 
introducing new fruits and vegetables, and employing new methods 
of agricultiire, they contributes in no small degree to the matcriai 
progress of the districts hi which they had &rcd their holies. 



CHAn’ER IV. 


Sri^iyiEN, 1135-1154 (13 years). 

Bom arc, 1034; married, 1124, Matilda of Boulogne. 

Chh^ Characters cf tfut AVfi/n,-—Matilda, Ro^jor of Salisbury, Honry of 
Winchester, Uobcit of Gloucester, Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

WiiKX Henry wjta dead, all Ida fichcirics for the eucc ir/ion of his 
ikughtcT fell to tlio ground. (As yot no wotnaii had ruled in 
England, and the Norman barons could ill brook the unpoptiiarity 
reign of a woman; and more tlmn tlwt, Matilda was ofKatu^Ja. 
the wife of the hated Angevm Gooilrey. Moreover, Matilda repre- 
Bcnted the system of the Conqueror and his eons, which was 
distasteful to tho barons, and accordingly they set aside the plan of 
Henry I., &oke their oaths to Matilda, and chose a king tO: rule 
over them. ^ 

?Their choice tell upon Stephen, tbo son of Adda, daughter of 
WOliam the Conqueror, by her husband the Count of Bids, one 
of tho most notable of tho CrusaderH.\ StSphen Itad aie^^yotiof 
been a great^ lavoimto of Henry who bad made 
him Earl of Leicester and enriched him with great possessions, so 
thaf he w'as regarded as tho leading baron in England. On the 
death of Henry, wldch happened ie Normandy, Stephen set Off 
for, England, and hy the assistance of his broUier Henry, Bishop of 
Vi^indhesterion the plea that tho late king ha<l on his death-bed 
released the uarona from their oaths, w'as elected king by tlio great 
mtm and by the Londoners.^ Meanwhile Matilda was trying to 
secure Normandy; but her Angevin friends excited the hatred of 
thd Kor^ns^ who readily accepted Stephen as their dxdoa* Thus 
gained possession of both countries. 

^ bmve, energetic^ handsome, and generous; but he 
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waa not tlio man io koop up tlio wise admuiLstration of the first 

Ohamctprof the very ontwt he made niis- 

stephon, takes wllich cauecd him endless dilfieiilty afterwards. 

^lo keep a garrison m every castle, and only to allow 
new castles to l>o huilt l>y special licence, Imd been ono of the great 
objects of the Conqueror and his sons. »Stophen foolishly allowed 
the nobles to build castles on their own lands, and the nabiral result 
was that a swanu of castles sprang up, >nd soon the king foiuid 
it necessary to engage in a scries of sieges in order to capture 
castles which, had it not boon for himself, would never have 
existed. 

The first peraon to dci^lare in favour of Matilda was Robert, 
Robert pf Kjjxb.Qf Gloucester, a natural son of Henry I., and 
Oioucoster. ^ |j(j joined by Jlilo <if Hereford, a party 

for Matilda began to bo formed in the west of Kngland. 

Tho same year, 1138, that Ilobort of Gloucester declared for 
Matilda, her uncle, David King of Scots, another of her Eupportei’S, 
invwiion of the iuvadcd the north of England. Ho advanced into 
Scot*. Yorkslnre, and was there met by an army of Norman 
kniglita and Knglisl^ footmen, which hud been collected by the 
exertions of Thiirstan, Archbishop of York. {To encourage Uio 
soldierSj, Thurstan allowed them to take with them the .sacredbanners 
of St, Peter, Sh Wilfrid, and St. John of Ikevciiy', These were 
placed oh a car, and when the Scots attacked the English near 
Northallerton, they closed up round the car. No efforts of the 
Scota could break their ranks, and the victory which w^as thus won 
was called the “battle of the Standard.” It wag the first of tho 
great victories gained by the north-country men of England over 
tho Scots. 

Ilitiicrto Stephou’s l>ost supporter had be^n hia brother Henry,' 
who enlisted tho Church in bis favour; but in 1139 Stephen 

Mtaek on Ihe clei^y by rashly attacking die justiciar 

Roererof Rog<^, Bishop’of Salisbury, his son the chancellor, 
saiisburr. ncphcws the Bishops of Lincoln and Ely, 

the last of whom was also Ijeastirer, on the plea that they were 
favourable to Matilda. These prelates held several strong casilea, 
and ^ bad in their liands the three great offices of state, they 
veiy powerful. Stephen was successful in getting them into 
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his power; but it was foolish to aliooato the Church|aa he was 
thus left without siijjport against liis rival Matil<la. 

Ileariug of hi» mistake^ ISfatilda came to England, and was allowed 
by Stephen, from an idea of the courtesy duo to a>lady, do joiu 
her half-brother and supporter, Ituhcrt of (lluucester. 

Her arrival kindled a civil war, of whiVli most of orrivai la 
the barons took advaidagc to shut lhemselv<ts up in 
their castles, and supput themselves by the pillago of their 
noighboura. It was a terrible time for the English; trade and 
agriculture were ruined, and it was said that Ood and IHs saints 
were asleep, so terrible wore the wrongs which wore done in the 
land. Some barons pressed men to death in chests ^ ^ 

full of stones, or fafilened a mass of iron to their cmeitie# of tho 
necks so that they could neither eit, nor He, nor sleep. ^aron«. 
Others put tlieir prisoner in noisomo dungeons with rats and loads; 
others hung them up, and caused smoke* to Mow over them, so 
that they w'ere all hut choked. Ihif, some good carnc out of it. 
all, for it taught the peo[»lo that tbc'y have a strong king 

who could keep the barons iu dieck, so that these things should 
never bo done again. 

Tlio details of the w'ar arc unimportant. First Stephen was 
taken prisoner wdiile bciiieging Uandolf, Ivirl of Cho.stor, in Lincoln 
Castle. Then IJobcri of Gloucester fell into tlio varying 
bands of Stephen's queen, and was exchanged fortuncBofttie 
for Stephen. In 1141 Matilda was nckrjowlcdged 
as lady of the Englhh; but her insulcitce soon alienate<l tlie 
Londoners, and disgtisted Henry, Stephen's brother, who had for 
a time taken her side. Then the tide turned against her, and she 
was 60 closely besieged by Stephen at Oxford, that she was oidy 
saved by dressing her^lf in white, afid escaping at midnight over 
the ice. After a time she left England, and retired to Kormandy. 
f lo 1151, Matilda’s son Henry became, by the death of his father, 
Count of Anjou; and the next year he made a lucky match with 
Eleanor, Duchess of Guienne, who had been divorcc<i Ke^of 
by Louis VII., King of France. Fron^his mother he -^39^ 
had now obtained Normandy and Maine; from his father, Anjou and 
Touraine; and from his wife, Poitou, Saintonge, Limousin, Guienne, 
find Gascony. 
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V.—THK EARI-IER ANGEVIN KINGS, U 51 -im 


Henry IL 


Klfanor of (tnienn^, 
divorced wife of VII., 
d. 11104. 


Henry, Richard I., (*cof - Con- John, 
il. 1183. 1180-nyP, frev', j stATioe 1100-1216, 

d. libO. I of Brit- 
I Uny, 

Arthur, 
d. 1203. 


li^A- 

helln 
of An- 


Kh.'*uor--:King 
of 

Caa- 

Ule. 


Blanclie, 
m. of 
France. 
(-ceVlL), 


Henry III. 

riiti-1272. 


r.% Kleuuor .loan, 
j of Fro- m. Alexander 
I vence. of Scotland. 


'"‘f.. 

K leaner, 
iTi. Simon 
d(* Mont- 
fort. 


I 

Kicbard, 
Kin^ of the 
Romans}, 
d. 1271. 


Edwiirtl L, Kdmund ('rouchback, Mar<:;aret, 

1272-1307. d. I2y.*>, m. Alexander III. 

(sec VI.), 


VI.--THE KINGS OF SCOTLAND FROM: 1153 12Sa. 
Henry, Earl of I^nniingdon (tee fV,). 

WiUiam\ho liion, 1106 Hli. 

_I 


Maloolm XV., 1133 -UG&. 


Aloxandar II.* — /can, sister of Henry III. 


1214-1249. 


i 


Aloxlinder III., 

In. Margaret, dan. of Henry III., 
1249-1266. 




VII.—KINGS OF FHANCE, 987-12SA 

Hugh Capet, 9S7^99G. 

Eobert I., 99 C-lo;ii. 

Hen-y L, 1031-1060. 

Ehillp I., 10604108. 

IjOUia VI., 11084137. 

I 

Iiouie VII. ss (!) Elcftnor of Prov>r«.ci, 

11374180. f divorced Uo2. 

(2) ConstAnce of CA5tile 

(3) Alice of CbAtnpAgDe 
Philip Augustus (3), 

1180-1223. 

liouls VIII. = Blanche oliCaatile 
(invader of England 1216), (see V.), 

1223-1226. 

Leui I IX. (Saiat), 1226-1270. 

PhUip III.* 12704285. Robert. 

ancestor of the Bourbon hinge (eeep. 171,). 
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' ' llENiiY 11., 1104-1180 ;05 years). 

Bom 1133; marrioO, 1102, Kleauor of Guieime. 

Vhirf Chwractera of fJitf JMgn ,— ^Arclibishoti ThcobalJ, Thoiniui Beeket, 
Richard TitJit-Gilbert, Richard de Lucy, lUnalf Glanvillc, and WUUani 
MandcviUe. 

At Ilia acccci^ioii Henry 11. was tlie monarch of greatest consequonco 
ill Europe. Ue niled over England and South Wtdesi, with rights 
over the pnnees of north Wales and tho kings of charaetarof 
Scotland; ho was Duke of Normandy, and Count of Hanry ix. 
Anjou and 'Maine, and in right of liis wife lio possessed tho gi'eat 
domains of the iKikes of Guionne, whieli, with his ancestral dominions, 
gave him a much larger share of modern Franco than was held by 
the kings of France of that day. MoJ'covoriho was a man of very 
great ability, thoroughly ver-sed in the arts of war and diplomacy, 
and a determined^nfoi'cor of the law. He had a sound mind in a 
Bouiid body, delighted in the oxercirfo of the chasc^)ncvcr sat down, 
but kept his courtiers walking till they were tired, and was a traveller 
so rapid that he astonished ids contemporaries by the suddermesd of 
his appearances. AVitli all these good qualities, Henry was terribly 
passiohatc, and sometimes, though usually cautious, w'ould allow his 
temper to get the better of him, and to hurry him into actions or 
words which afterwanl/cost hiin dcar.^ 

To such a man as this the disorder of Stephen^s reign was 
abhorrent, and he began at once to clear away the abuses which 
h^ dis^ced and well-nigh ruined the country, In 
this work ho was as#l!ed by his chancellor,|Thomas ^*** rsKru. 

Beoket. fThomas vraa the son of a Lij^ndon mercliant; but udiile 
^nng he was brought under the notice of Theobald, Gbataeterox 
Aii^btahop of Cii^terbtiry, Ho is said to have been 
ehii&ted at HejdORf Sm and afterwards studied at Faria 
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and Bologim. On l»itj return to England, he was made by Theobald 
Archdeacon of Canterhury. It was Theobald who recommended 
Ik'ckct to Henry, and-the king soon appreciated the energy and 
ability of his character, and made him ChaTicelJor. ■ 

The energy shown by Henry and JJeekot soon bore fruit.. Tlie 
foolisli grants made of crown lands by Stephen and Matilda were 
Henry’* resumed. The castles built it> Steplien’s reign were 

refonna. levelled to the ground; the bad money issued fiom 

irre^dar mints was replaced by a good coinage; and the bands of 
mercenaries who had fought for eiilier side and plundered for them- 
ficlvcs, W'cre driven from the country. At tlio same time, Henry 
insisted upon his .sovercigr) rights; forced Malcolm, King of Scots, 
to give up Cumlx'rland and Northumberland, which had been held 
by tho Scots during tlio last reign; and drove his own brother 
OcolTroy from Anjou, to whicli ho had set up a chiiin on Hcnry\s 
becoming King of England. 

In 1150 Henry went to France to attack the county of Toulouse, 
which he claimed iu right of his wife. lu his attack on Toulouse 
War of Hcury was accompanied by Hccket, at the head of 

TottTou«o. II band of soldiers. 1 * succeeded in shutting up 

tho count in Toulouse; but refrained from taking that town,' 
because tho King of France had come to the assistance of the 
count, and Heniy tliought it would be setting a bad example for his 
nobles if they saw' him taking prisoner his owni feudal superior. 

This expedition, however, tliough it w’as not of much importance 
in itself, had indirectly an innnenso effect on the subsecpiont progress 
XhaUttttioaof Englisli nation, by being the occasion of the 

•cu^ge. institution of scutage. :{Tt was a nile of feudalism 
that a tenant was bound to follow his lord to tho warn for forty 
days, in which the going and coming W'ore ilot couiifed. Now, this 
miglit not be very serious when tho king was making war on tlie 
Welsli or Scots, but when the English king called on lus tenant* 
in^chief to follow him to Toulouse or Guiemic, it was a very Bcriotis 
matter indeed. As the Englijsh kings were, now holders of large 
possessions on the Continent, it >vas plain that such calls would put 
a very heavy strain upon the system; so a new and most important 
practise was introduced, namely, that of copimuting-peiaonal 
witj^ the king for apaymeniinnioncy>.c?tl]ed:shieM*W 
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or escuage —^.mQODlIng to forty shillings ou each knigUt'a feoi or 
hol^liiig, which was bourn! to provide one borscTnan,) iu»uu«of 
This had great results, for on the 0110 h.ant it gave •cuugre. 
the king a sum of money with which ho might hire Yolmdeers to 
serve for him, and on the other it relieved tlie totmnts-in-chief from 
a burden, and also had a tendency to make them less warlike, ainl 
therefore less dangerous, both to the king and the peacoablo in¬ 
habitants of the country. 

TJiis arrangement was probably due to Ilei:ket,nnd xvben Tlieotrfild, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, died, llenr}!' thought Uiat he could not 
<lo better than neo liis inflncnce to get his chancellor, 

« 1 I 1 1 * « • ’I >1.1 B«<5K«tma4o 

who had served him so well in the state, made Arch- Archbiohopof 
bishop of Canttirbury. A^diiliculty hud arisen about 
the trial of clergymen. William the Conqueror had removed the 
bishop from the shire-moot, in which before the (’onqiK'st he had 
sat with tJio eahhirnian, and given him a court of his own; and 
from that time furwanl'occlcbSastioal cases were tried before the 
bishops and the archdeacons in their own courts. CTho qaestirui 
now arose wdiether clergj'inen who were accused of crime were to l)c 
tried by the bishop, or by the shire-inoot like laymen. ^ There was 
a very real difl'ercnce l^etwccn tlie Iw'O courts; for 
the bishop's court could not inflict death, but only 
fine or imprisonment in a monastery, or deprive a man of his 
clerical orders,'^'*In those days there W'ore no less Ihau Jicven orders 
of clergy, so that, practically, every professional man who W'as not 
a regular soldier IxdoDgcd to some extent to the clergy, and so, 
if clerics were to bo exempt from the jurisxiiction of the lay 
courts, it meant that all educated peisons were to bo punished, 
when they committed crime, with less eeverity than if they were 
ignorant. {The clergyf however, feartd that, if the king once got 
every criminal clergyman under the jurisdiction of lay courts, the 
clergy as a whole would lose their independence. Henry hoped 
that Becket w’orild take his.view, and help him tcPcarry his reforin 4 . 

{ But Bocket, when Archbishop of Canterbury, took a very different 
view of hi» duty towards his order to that which Henry expected, 
and entirely refused to give way. Hifidea seciAS to iB©ck«t’« 

have been that if a clergyman were found guilty of prop«*«i. 

xaorder, it wotdd bo sufficient punishment to unfrock bun, and iheu, 
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if ho committed another, he would ho a laymau, and could ho hanged 
as Buch.^ la other words, it took two mnrders to liang a clergyman, 
ntnry*m hoTtg a layman. | Henry's wish was that a 

propowj. clergyman, tried and convicted in the lay courts,should 

be unfrbeked 1»y iho bishop, and handed back to the sherifr to bo 
hanged or otlierwisc punished. | (See note, page 75.) 

A very flagrant case of under punishment had just occurred, so 
in 1163 Henry took advantage of it to take tlio matter in Jiand. 

Ooxurtitutioiu rektlug to Church and S^tale, kno^ 

ofoiare^on. the Constitutions of Clarendon, was drawn up in 
1164, some of which wore old and some new. Becket, who had at 
first boon induced to accept this, afterwards withdrew his accepta¬ 
tion, and hurried from tlio kingdom to appeal to the pope. Henry 
insisted upon jtlie Constitutions of Clarendon being enforced,|and 
one of the chroniclers tells us that men might see the mounifu! 
spectacle of priests and deacon.^, who had committed murder and 
robbery and otlier crimes, dragged before the king’s judges and 
executed just as if they had been ordinary men. For six years the 
struggle went on; but at laat,|in 1169, Bccket and Honry patched 
up a renowal of friondship|withont exactly settling tlie question of 
the Constitutions, and Bccket rotunied to England. 

(^Unfortunately, a new cause of offence had been given to Becket 
Henry had desired to have his eldest son Henry crowned in his life- 
K«w<iaan«i time, after tiie German and French fashion, and, in 
withAfckot. jjeckot’s absence, the ceremony was performed by 
Roger, Archbishop of York, who had long been Beoket’s rival. On 
his return, Becket excommunicated Roger and tlio bishops who had 
taken the king’s side. This so annoyed Henry|thathe let fall the 
words,Are there none of tlie cow'ards eating iny bread who will 
rid me of this turbulent priest^ ” 

Stung by tho taun^four knights in servleo of the kjbg 
hutri^ to Canterbuiy, and, after an angry interview wifti Becket: 

murdered liim in the cathedral, 1170/ 2fo monb 
Beokttt wretched thing, both for Henry and for England, 
could have happened. Of course, Becket was looked on as a martyr^ 
and it was oiit of tho question to enforeo the Cohr 
stitutiona of Clarendon, when every one staid that 
mtraoies were being worked at the tomb of the m# who had sh^) 
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Lis blood in dt^fending tho Churcli against them. For years Uw 
pilgrimage to llie sLrine of St. Thomas of ('anterbury was tho most 
popular event iii Knglish life, and it was ^nly by very slow steps 
that the state gmdually recovered the hijld over the clergy and tlio 
Church which was lost' by the fatal impatkmco of tho murderers of 
Thomas Bccket, 4. 

During tho lime the struggle with Becket was goinf on, Iloaty 
Lad been engaged in refonuing the adinimstration of^jnstico in the 
shire-moots, or connly courts, ^hc shcrilThad ainco Boft»rmoftn» 
the Conquest presided ever the court of his county j 
but Henry, in 1166, began tl3e practice of regularly Xtia«rAa( 
bonding tvro or more judges from the Otiria Kogis to 
^it in tho county courts. These judges were called jmtma in eyre, 
4,e, justices on journey, and their journeys wore arraiigcd in regular 
circuiis,)wUich underwent little clningo down to quite recent tiinCj^ 
iWhen tlio county court met, twelve knights from each hundred 
and four men from each township presented to tho judges surh 
men as wore notorious murderers or robl)ers, or re- Ofiawf'brtb® 
ceivers of such. Tho judge then ordere<l these men irraxi^jury. 
to be q)ut to the ordeal. If they \voro found guilty, they were 
punished by hanging or f»therwise; and even if they were innocent 
by the ordeal, it was thought that they mast be good-for-nothing 
fellows, so they were ordered to leave the couTitiy. The body of 
sixteen men forSicd a sort of Grand Jury, who prewmled fiersous 
believed to be criminals to the Judges, but their guilt or innocence 
Vi^an determined by the ordeal. | 

i Some years liter, in 1215, a Latcrau Council, held at Rome by Tope 
Innocent HI,, forbade the us<i of the ordeal It was then necoasary 
to replace the ordeal by a little, or petty jury. This onataortbA 
consisted of twelve svftirn men, who were taken from 
the;: neighbourhood where the crime was committed, and wore 
st^profed io know tho facts of the case. If they did not agree 
othem were added, till twelve gave a verdict oiflte w^ay or ano&er. 
At a later date tho additional jurymen only gave evidence 
before the original, twelve, who gave the verdict on tho evidence 
of the witnesses, as is done at i^esent, (As the petty jury 
was a aubstittito for the ordeal, the prisoner could not speak in 
liis own defence,end till modem times he could not even call 
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witneBBcs in his bekilf; was ai^timecl that lie waa Innocent 

iiulcBS the jury were certain that h® was ginlty.| TIjo improved 
method of holding ihd^comity courts was introduced by the Assize 
of Clarpndon jn 1166, and carried furtlier by tlie Af^izo of North¬ 
ampton in 1176, 

ihiring Henry's reign an important change had becQ made in the 
way of conducting the trial of civil cases. In Old English times 
Oii«rin< 9 ftii« '' these oases had been decided by tlie oatl*s of persons 
wlio knew tho facia, such as t^here the boundary of 
an estate in di8i)iitc ran, or who owned a ceitaiti wood; b\it the 
Normans introdnetjd the trial by battle, in which such questions 
were decided by the issue of a combat between fine suitors or their 
reprcBcntatives. |^Such a decision was obviously most unfair, and 
the practice much disliked, softlie plan was introduced of do* 
ciding sucli coses by tlio oaths of a jury of sworn rnen,’^ This jury 
was a civil jury, and must be distinguished from the grand and petty 
juries in criminal c:tscs. 

During the llecket struggle a step was made towards the con¬ 
quest of Ireland. After tlio Northmen had settled in Ni>rmandy 

Cause of the many adventmers sought for thornselvcs settlements 
TOttiementor kingdoms ehsewdiore. One Norman became 

ireiaod. Prince of Apulia, another King of Sicily ; many had 
joined in the Ousadcs, and one, William tlie Conqs^eror, had become 
King of England. Many had won estates in England and Wales; 
others, like tlio Bruces and Balllols, held property in Scotland; so 
it was*only natural that Norman knights phould interfere in the 
quarrels of tlie Irish cliiefe, and try to win for theraaclvea lands in 

State of Ireland countiy. Ireland, in the time of Henry IL, was 

In the twelfth ill muclr tho same shite that England liad been in the 

century. H^itarchy; it wdvf divided into a immhor 

of small kingdoms, presided over by a head king, called the Ardriagh,- 
In Dublin and the towns on the eastern coast lived the Ostmen, or 
Noiwegian settle!?, who settled in tho country during tho tenth and 
eleventh centuries. Ireland was Christian, and many of its clergy 
had been distinguished for tl^ir learning; but its Christianity was of 
tlio Celtic typo, which had been rejected by the English at tlio Synod 
of Whitby. 

/ At tho beginning of his reign, Heniy had taken advantage of the 
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(*apacy of a great KiJi»lishmrin, Nicoks Breaks^ir, to obtain from 
him a bull authorizing }mu to conquer IrcIaiKljAnd 
biing the practices of the Irish CImroli into acccypfftince ^rcouat^rin? 
with those of the rest of Kuropc;^^vit ho had never. Jtrfttanrt. 
had time to act upon it.*^ However, in 1101) three Normans ofl'em- 
btokeshiro, liichai d Fitz*Gilbert,surnamed Strongbow, 

^ r> 7 Invaalctt of 

Kobcct Fitz-Stepheii, and Maurice FitJS-GcraM, took iroiaadbytiNi 
the part of Tk'rrnot, King of Leinster, wlio had been 
expelled from his kidgdoin. He landed in Ireland with a small 
body of men, <)^)t{ii*cd"‘a footing in the country, and conqinsrod 
Dublin and a good part of the cast co«ast. Henry condemned their 
acNon, but insisted on sharing tho spoi), and bn 1171, just after 
Becket’s murder, Im went over to Ireland, and his supremacy was 
acknowledged by the chiefsA His son John was't^rwards nomi¬ 
nated Lord of Ireland in 1177'; hut the English with dilliculfy main¬ 
tained their ground in the counties round Dublin, which were called 
the Ihiglish pale, and the real cotiquest of Ireland did not hike place 
till Uio time of the Tudors. 

The years 1173 ami 1174 were marked by a great combination of 
Jleniy’s enemies, who attempted to defeat him by a simultancouf! 
attack in England and on tluj Continent. It was now _ 
one hnmlred years since the first rebcliioM of tho barorwyis- 
barons against Wj^lUam the Conqueror, aiid the stingglo ' 

had been going on over eirice. faring the reign of Stephen the 
barons had done pretty much what they liked, with what results w'o 
have noticed’^but/mder Henry II. they liad been losing ground, 
W^luk ih© king? strong in the support of the middle classes, and 
of the soldiers he hired with tho eentago money, and helped by 
able men, such as Kichard de Lucy, William Mandeville, and Ihinulf 
GlanVillei was rnpidly^bringing the kingdom into thoroughly good 
order^ 

^Aeqordiugly, in 1173, the barons took advantage of a quarrel which 
had arisen betweeri the king and his sons, H<Sry, Kichard, and 
Geoffrey, to construct a general league against Ileniy , 

and iixto this alliance entered Louis of Fnuice, to ***' 

whose cotrrt the young Henry had the Count of Flaud^, the 
King of Scotland, and the disaffected barons of England and Nor^ 
mandy. The plan was to invade England and Normandy i^ul? 
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; but Henry was on his guards and beat the French and 
Bnofena in NoiTnandy, while Kichard do Huey and William hfeiidc- 
villo routed the barons (S’ Kngknd.^Henry’s diflicoHics were not yoi 
over; the Scots invaded Kngland, and Hugh Bigod, Earl of Norfolk, 
was still in arms in the eastern counties. So great was the crisis, 
thai!,|Ienry thought it good td come to EwglainJ and do penance at 
the tomb of Becket, lest any should still regard him as under a 
murderer's cUiso. To his great joy, however, ho heard that the 


very day ho was on his knees at Canterbury, William the laon, 

Capture of tho King of Scots, had been captured at Alnwick; and 
KiucrofScoto. ghortly aifterward, the barons who were in arms in 
Norfolk were put down, and this, the kst attempt of the barons to 
make tliemselvcs independent of the crown, was at an end.^ 

Heniy took-^vantage of the captivity of the King or Scots to 
Troatywith make him not only do homage for the kingdom of 
i||«otiand. Scotland, hut also put the castles of Lothian in Engliali 


hands, by the treaty of Falaiso, made 1174. 

Th^rtemainiug years of ITcnry’s reign were occupied with com- 
pleting his reforms in England and quarrelling wiUi bis sons on the 
©avftiopmant ^uiitifient. Ill 1178 he made a change in the Curia 
of th» Curia Regis, which was a great step in developing our judicial 
® * system. We saw that when the Curia R^$ was 
dealing with the revenue, it was called the court o^ exchequer. In 
this year a sdeoiion oLdve judgoawraa.mode from Umse of the Curia 
RegiSi who sat as a court to hear cases, and this court before long 
developed into tho two courts of King's Bcndi:4uid>Ckm]Un^ 

In theory the court of King’s Bench tried cases iri^wyeh ^i$;:l^ 
was concerned, which were called pleas of the crown; the of 
Common Pleas tried cases between one subject and anoth^,:^" !^^ 
each of these Goui*te there wa^ an appeal to tile kiiig ih th^ iOrd^ 
'CiniiKuh'^. ' ■ - . ■ 


TheJasl gieat rneasme of Henry was the assbeo ^(bre 

the Gonqu^^ eyefy free man from rixteen to sixty had been liable 
to servo m the fyrd, or miliria, and alteiwariik^^ .liiougK 
^ the feudal ati^y had been moro promiuehL ^e fytd 
had called Oat to %ht ^ag^inst the Scots 
agam&t the Welsh, against Robert of Bell^me, and on many otbeir 
oooaolons. However, sinoo^ the institution of ecuUgo, Henry had 
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i28e<l iho Ici]( 1 a 1 ob%Ation os a means raUier of raising money than 
soldiers, so ho .detohnlnod to organize the miiitia ai^w» Accordingly^ 
in 1181, an asmo"^ arms was lii^suod, wliicl? rt^gnUted the national 
ft’td, or miUlia, sjUjtod what arms each fteemaii to ^tossesa 
according to his wealth, and arranged for Uie iuRpcctiou of these 
anna at regblaf inteiTals. ^ In this nny the king had two armies^ 
one a smaD one of paid troops, whom he hired to [^irrison his castles 
and fight his battles on the Oontuicut; the ether the jnilitia, 011 
whom he relied for tbo defence of Kngland against foreign foes, or 
for putting doWa iriiSurpeetion at home* Only freeholders wert? 
allowed to servo in the miUtla. 

In 1187, nows Was brought to Europe tliat Jerusalem Jiad again 
fallen Into the liands of the Maliomcdmis, The small Turkish stotos, 
which had been singly no match for the Christians,^ c*ptur»of '• 
had been united by Saladin into ono great power, Jftru*g«mi>y 
which stretched from the Euphrates to the Nile, and * 
before its stoength the Cliristians of Jerusalem worjjj defeated in the 
battle of Tiberias, and Jernsalom was lost Tlio news stirre<l Kairope 
to its depths The Emperor Frederick BarUarossa started to the 
relief of tlio Christians; and Ilenry had such thoughts of following 
him, Uiat ho coHcotcd from his subjects a tenth of their goods, \yliich 
was called the Saladin tithe, I1iis tax is notable 5 *,,^ isoiama 
because it was the firet laid, like an income tax, on Tith©. 
personal property* all previous taxes having l^cu laid on land <£> 11 ^, 

The quarrels between Henry an<l his sons, however, prevented 
hiih fiom going to the East. His eldest son Henry had died ift 1183, 
b^; Bi^ard waa in arms against his father with Philip of France. 
ISiiey: d3to’'?e Henry from Touraine and reduced him to great straits, 
fitiil relied on tlm good will of his youngest son John; but, on 

noblemen who had joined the French 
Idifig, no heart to continue the struggle, and died, wo may 

alnio^ eay of a brokeh heart, in 1189. 

Not* .Proposal coKcapsisHs Titc TaiAn of Ccaaor.r- 

now geachdly thought that Henry’s pfopoBition amounted to the. 
clerk being tried in the tcdisiatiicj^ court in presence of a toyal 
an<^ ob cOnvictims or confeMlon, being ttofroeked and haxiidcdoVer 
tili? ^ jb#j^ for punishment as a laymao. 




CHAPTER ir. 


Riciukd X.. 1180-1191) (10 years). 

Born 1157; miu ritO, llOJ, Berongaria uf Navarro. 

Chief CVi(ira<'h:ys cf the -~\y\\li:in\ T.ongohainp, Walter of Coutanc&t 

Hugh of Avalon, Ilu1>ort Walter, ami (leolVrcy Fitz-Peter. 

On tlio death of Iiis fallier, Richard became king without opposition. 
Ills cliief wish was to lead a crusade and win glory in the Holy 
preparationa Xvand, and he lookv'd nju,)n England us only useful to 
for a cruBp.do. j>roYido tho DioiicN’ for that end. Accordingly, he sold 
all the offices of state in England, and for the sum of ten tliousaiid 
marks up the concessions which William tho Lion lia<l made 
to Ilemy 11. at the treaty of Faluise, ami go restored the relations 
between tho King of England and tlie King of Soots to the same 
uncertain condition as they had been before that treaty. 

As was usual when p<‘ 0 [dc wore filled with crusading 7.ea1, the 
Jews suffered from persecutitju. In X’ngland this people were re- 

Per*ectition» of the king’s proix rty, and, foing taxed hy hira 

^tiie Jews. wore a source of great wealth to him. But, as 

moat of their money was made hy money-lending, they wore hated 
by the borrowoi*s, who were glad to take advantage of any excuse 
to attack them. Accordingly, when Richard took the lead in exact¬ 
ing money from the Je^vs for Ibo Crusade, a general attack and 
massacre followed, and Lomlon, York, Nofwich, with other gteat 
towns were the scones of great atrocLtles. When Richard had got as 
much money as he w^anted, he left England, and prepared to set out 
for the East. 

In Richard’s absence the government of England was entrusted 

aov€ffnto«nt In William Longcluiinp, the Chancellor, who became 
Kicbiu-d's Justiciar an<T Papal Legate, so that he held in his 
absence. hands the chief civil and ecclesiastical authority. 

To satisfy his younger brother John, of whom he was extremely 
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i?u:?piciou3, Kk'hard entirely no^^lcoted (bo policy of William tbe (lon- 
(picror, and made him carl of tenritorioH which «amouritod to almost 
a third of the kingdom, but oxadod an oathirom him that he would 
never come to England. John docs not seem to have expected 
his brother back again from the wars, and acted ’as if ho nhglit at 
anytime become king. In this he was helped by GcolTrcy, Arch¬ 
bishop of York, a natural son of Henry H.; and tlie two raised tlio 
barons against Eotigcliamp. who was expelled, and retired to Nor¬ 
mandy. Longchamp’s place wits taken by Walter of Coutance, 
Archbishop of Rouen, who brought letters of a\iib<>rity from Richard, 
and conducted tho government of tbe country till ho was succeeded 
by Hubert Walter, Archbishop of Canterbury, Ibe nephew of Ziatxulf 
Glanville, who had been justiciar under lloury If. 

Meanwhile Richard bad travelled by sea to Sicily, where he met 
his ally, Philip of France, at tho court of Tancred, King of Sicily, 
who was lumself a Norman. There Richard was . nicburd** 
married to Bcrengaria of Navarre, and thence ho *dventur©«, 
Baileti to Cyprus, whiidi bo captured in rcve?»go for the munler of 
some BhipWToeked sailors. Ho then Went to Acre, where he found 
Plulip of France. ('Acre is a seaport town not far 
from Mount Canned, and commamlH tlio coast of 
SjTia, It had ffUlen into tho hands of the Mahomedans, and 
was besi«?ged by tho Christiant*, who were thonxsclves attacked 
by Salad i ll j so if was diiTieult to say wlio wore the hesieged and 
who the besiegers.Tlio energy of Richard carried all before 
him, and Ibo city was hikon 1101; but Richard, though bravo 
and energetic, was not the man to weld together bo motley a 
troop of fighting men as composed a crusading army, and he 
found it impossilde to form tho siege of Jerusalem, from which 
he had to retreat. P14Jip of France, pn the plea of ill health, had 
already gone home, and when Ricliard heard that he wuh planning 
with John an attack upon his dominions, ho also set olf homo with 
a few follow'ers. Unfortunately, Richard was wreclKd in the Adriatic, 
and, while trying to make his way homo by land, was recognized, and 
fell into the hands of Ida personal enemy, Leopold, nichartt’a , 
Duke of Austria, wiio handed him over t<5 tho emperor, captivity. 

Henry VI. As soon as Richard’s captivity was knoAvn, John dii 
homage to Philip for Normandy; but Eleanor, Riebarrrs moth^- 
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and the chief Knglbh ministers, made the greatest exertions to 
eocore their king’s-release, which wivs at length effected, at the cost 
of one hundred thousadd pounds imid to the emperor. 

In 1194 Richard was at liberty and came back to England. He 
raised more money by sale and extortion, wJiile, to secure himself 

BiotaarU'a ogainst being thought to have lost dignity by bis im- 
retumto prisonment, he was crowned a second time. He then 
Xnaiftnd. England, after a visit of two months, and spent 

the remainder of his life in making war upon Philip of France and 
his rebellious vaaeais, though he kept on comparatively good terms 
with his brother John. 


The exactions which Ilubort Walter had to make to supply the 
king with money for these wars caused a great deal of discontent. 


Xiftbelllon of 
Wiin&m intat* 
Osbert. 


and in 1195 the poorer citizens of Loudon, com* 
plaining that tliey had to pay too largo a slmre of the 
taxes duo from the city, broke out into rebellioti 


under William Fitz»Oshert, but w'cro easily crushed. In 1198 


Hugh of Avalon, Bishop of Lincoln, \vas successful in refusing to 
B««ifttanca to IW ‘^lo^ey to support the war in Franco, which is the 


taJKatioa. 


first real instance of successful resistance to taxation. 


The same year Hubert Walter retired, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter 
became justiciar. 

A year later Richard himself was killed wlylo besieging the 
castJo of a petty knight, who was tlic possessor of some treasure to 
Kiehard's which Richard thought he had a claim. Richard’s 
reign of ten years, of wliich but a twentieth part was 
tboreism. Spent m England, was very useful to the nation, 
because it gave time for the legtil and administrative reforms of 
Henry 11. to get into working order, and to take a firtn hold upon 
thO country# Richard was extolled as the ideal of a feudal flight. 
Ho Vsraa certainly bravo, but his selfishness, cruelty, ^d 
depHve him of all claim to respect. 



CIlArTER III. 


Jobs, 1199-1216 (17 years). 

Bom 1167; marrW, « 

\ 1200, Lsabella of AngoiiJonie. 

Chief Oiaracters of the /?*%«.—Hubert Walter, OeofTrey Fitx-Poter, Stephen 
r^Dgio]], William Hiarsihall, Eijrl of 1‘cmbroke, and Peter des llochoj?. 

WiiEX Richard wa« dead there were two candidates for the crown 

n»w». 

of Kngmid. One was Arthur, the son of (jeoflrey, Riclmrd’s next 
brother, who had died in 1186; the other was John, mention of ' 
the youngest son of Henry IT. RiiiH|J of Franco was 
expected to support Arthur, and to his Oourt Arthur fled; but Philip 
at that moment was qua|j;^(^ing witli tho pope about a wife that ho 
wished to put away, and c<mld give him no active assishmeo, Tho 
throne, therefore, fell to John.^ In Franco no one worked harder for 
him than his miAlier Eleanor, who wished to keep together all tho 
dominions overwhieTi she and Henry 11. had ruled, and for that 
reason always supported that one of her sons W'ho she tlrought was 
most likely to efll'ct thia. In England ho had the support of Arch- 
bis ho p-Huhcit. (ieol^y Fitz-Peter, the old ministers of Richard, and 
of Wifliatn Marshall, Earl of Pembroke. These statesmen held a 
meeting of the chief igcn at NottingJ^am, where John waa chosen 
king, the tinclc of full age being preferred, according t<rtRc old 
prac tice, to tho nephew who was a minor. After a solemn 
adtuouHion from the archbishop, John was crourned, and made 
Hhb^rt hSs first Chancellor* After a very slight efibrt on his behalf 
l%®ii upTEeTlSiras of Arthur, and made peace witli John, 
t^mpelled Arthur aa Duke df Brittany to do horna^^ to 

now ^joyed ^n honourable and proi^rpua 
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rolgn; but his character was so bad, and his impnidcnce led him 
John's to ftot so fooltfhly, that he not only for England 
prospects. of*her continental possessions, but only saved 

himself by dying from losing his crown. 

.fohd’s first mistake was to divorce his wife. Iladwisa of Gloucester, 
who was redated to some of the etroiiffcst of the English barons, 

_ . and llien to marrv Isabella of Angouleme, who was 

re-niArrUgrtt of betrothed to the Earl of March, one of the most 
John. powerfid of the nobles (»f France. Tn tfiw way ho 

contrived to irritate against himself the nobility both of his English 
and Continental <jominions. 

This quorrel led him to oppre.^s some nf the nobles of Poitou; 
they in due form appealed to their feudal enperior, the King of 
Franco, and Philip summoned John to Paris to be 
tried by his peers. John refused to go, and Philip 
and Arthur attacked Ids dominion.s. In the war, 
while Arthur was besieging his grandmother Eleanor, in the castle 
of Mirabel, he was captured by John, and then all trace of him was 
lost. John was held responsible for his death, and the French king 
again summoned John to Paris to be tried for this new oflence. 
Again John refused to go, and Philip seized the occa.sion to attack 
Normandy. John was too lazy to bestir himself. The result of the 
fighting was that Philip completely com |ne Ted all the 
^oiTOa?dy?*’ stjoiig [dacos ill Maine, Normandy# Anjou, and Tou- 
A 22 ioxi, nnd raitio. Tliis did good, us it compelled the barons to 
ToiLraino. in their lot with other Englishmen. IlitUorto 

they had been neither French nor English. 


War with 
Philip and 
Arthur. 


Doathof The next year, P205, John lo st an other of bis 
supporters by the death of Hubert Walter, which 
Walter. involved him in a quarrel with the pope. 

There were t wo pa rties who claimed to elect the Archbishop of 
Canterbury—^the moiiks of the ancient monastery of Canterbury, and 
siocttoh Af An suffragan bishops of the province. In this instance 
tiiQ jDOnks Were divided among them selves, for Uio 
younger monks named Reginald, their sub-prior, and sent him te 
Rome to obtain bis pallium irom tlie pope. Reginald told to gd 
as qtiietly as possible; but, on reaching the Continent, he 
all the state of an archbishop-elect, and, the secret being ont^'ihe 
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eltloi: monks then chose John dc Groy, Bishop of Noi\vicI», who 
had been euggested by the king. A deputation of the chlor monks 
then >vcJit to Homo to press the elnims dT Do Grey, while the 
suffragan (i.e. those bishops who belonged to the province of 

Oauterhury) put in a claim to have n voice in tho election^ The 
Pope, Innocent Uf., set aside both oloctioris, and persuaded the 
elector's' to agree upon Stephen hangton^ an Knglishnuui at tho 
papal court, who had distinguished Inrnself in niriny ecclesiastical 
capacities. 

This threw John into a rage, and ho refused to receive Langton. 
Tho pope replied by putting the countiy under an interdict, winch 
forl>ado services to be iield in the clmrchos, and only ^ 

^ Ccuntty put j 

allowed them to be held in tho chapels of the Knights under an ; 
ToniplarB. John cared little about llic interdict, and / 

rolaliated by attacking the Church property, and even chose this as 
the best moment to march to the north and receive, from tbe King 
of Scots, such homage as was received before the treaty of Faluisc. 


Finding John obdurate, tho pope c^QQmnpinicate^l him iir person, 
and in revenge John seized the property of th<i bi^-hops. Tlie pope’s 
nest step was to depose John, and call on j'liilip to johuax- 
do the work of deposing him. This was no empty conomunicatoa. 

threat; for tho Welsh, taking advantage of tho pope\s permission, 
made a raid on tho border counties, and Philip collected a fleet and 
army to invade tlu^ soulhcru coast in 1211. 

It was clear to John that, unless he could divide his enemies, he 
would bo lost, 80 he determined to make the pope his frioiul, 
and by an artful movement put himself on.tlio same . . . 

side as the wdeTacr of excommunication. The price popotohi# 
the pope demanded xvas Iii,;h, but Ji»hn did not 
shrink, and he actually^ in 1213, agreed to hold England as a fief 
of the papacy, and to pay the pope a thousand marks a year, 
as an acknowledgment of his position. ^ 

The success of this move was apparently great. TIio pope with* 
di^w his sentence of deposition, and forbade Philip to continue the 


while the English fleet put to sea, and 
4 iwere defeat on llio FrencIji^Jjlagims, 

Sljbied hy his success, John d|tt*rmirtej, to invade ® 

Firttoce; but Uis barons refused to follow him while the conditions of 






S2 


Early Angevin Kings, 


hw tmtiy with th<5 pope vrere unfulfilled. At this moment Geolfby 

Fitz-Feter died, and was succeeded as justiciar by Peter des Hoches, 

Bishop of Wiachoster,^ Poitevin. 

V\ lien John hiwl been freed from his sentence of excommunication 

tho barons again refused to follow him to France, on the plea that 

, acrvice was expired, and while John was 

i mtoeto de. away they held a series of meetings, at one of which 
mAnaaoiuirten rat , 

Langton, who, contrary to the expectation of the 

pope, was mhing (he side of the barons, read todhera the charter 


of lleruy I., and they dotcrniincd to demand something of 
kind froni John,. 

Meanwhile John was hghting in' Poiton { but the real scat of ivar 
wag Flfiridci-s, ^vd^ere the cmjHfTor, William 

War in Poitou Salisbuiy, John*s half-brother, and the Count 

ftndPiaudort, of Flanders were advancing against Pliilip, The 

however, suirenul a complete 

which ccrni- 

plctcly shattered John’s hopes of revenging himself on 
I: bihp, and forced him to reiurn homo to face the anger of liis barons. 

Ho found Tho barons detormined to demand their rights j and, 
indeed, they had ^uud tliemselvos with a solemn oaCte Kvy wa^ 
JTonn pkepatdt wporTlfie king till they were successful. John put 

off with a pronnse to answer^ their demands at 
Fonw» meanwhile ho did wliat he Opuld to 

ca»u<M. strengthen himseif for the stniggle. He his 

mer^Mriei. nierconarios from 

Omntimedom Flanders; njade a desperate edbrt te wrin back 
Langton end the dorgy, by granting fre4idom;% 
l»«mAnd«(Uk ^J^ction to episcopal seen and monastertea; deri 
aiJT^ mended an oatli of allGgiance from eveiy freeman 

a.Mxe«. England; and pjut himself tinder tlm 

especial protection of the Chttrch, by taking the cross as a Cfru^Jet^ 
The barons, however, were testJitrong for him. 
forces in the midlands, they maiched to London, 

Doha's daftat. John fovmd himself dw^d 

on all sides, and, brought to bay at last, vfjw obUgbd, 
to agree to the'demands of the barons w 
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1!he deroatsds of tho barons, to which John now gavo hie assent, 
form the Great Charter. This dociunent cQiitains a largo number 
of clansoe^ and deals with tho Chim‘h, tho baronage, 
the collection of aids and scahigoe, the adminlstra* 
tion of justice, purveyance,* trade, and a variety of other point?^ 
some of pennanent and Romo of only temporary interest Th^ 
most iinportAiit of John's conceasions worn these:— 

'JTho Church \v;is securtui in tho enjoyment of all 
its Hghts, including John’s concess'i<ni of free election. 

The feudal dues of tho barons were fixed at a regular rate, ih 
proportion to tho land held, and the rights of wardship and 
marriage were made lei^ galUng. No aids or scutages ^ 

^ Tho bnrone^ 

were to bo collected by tbc king from tho tcnantsJn- Aida and 

chief except tlio three ordinary ones (to ransom tho 

lord*« body, for the knighting of hiR oldent son, and for ^®'‘***^ 

the first tuarriago of liis oldest daughter). A ny other aids or ecutagea 

were to be voted by a council of prelates and „. ^ 

* + 1 aJlOftv OO'UICkCtl 

greater barons, soinmoneu separately, and of lesser off®un!«i 
Imrous and tenants-in-chlof, summoned by wrrit, 
addressed to the slierilT in tho county court. 

As we have seen, the higher courts of the country were developed 
from the Curia Kegis. This court wcuit wnth the king wherever ho 
might happen to^o, and this was a great source of jivy.co. 
trouble to the suitors, wlio might have to travel froni ^j,jnSnSI?Plaa« 
ope end of England to another before their case had ii*ea. 
been heard. To remedy this, it wa$ arrang<jd that tho Court of 
Coinnion Pleas was to stay at a certain fixed place. This place Wai? 
AV^tmanster, where lay one of tho king’s cliief 
pfilaocs. ) It was also settled Ujat tho justices in 
ey^ were to make thdlr circuits four*tlraes a year, 
so that snltore should not be kept watting, Tho 
iifpg ^mised Hint ho would not sell, refiise, or defer wa memak'pj 
T^l br {hstice to any one. More than all, that no ^tSouftiJai 
fewajti to be imprisoned, outlawed, prmished, 
ot inki^ted, except by the judgment of Jfns equals or 

the king exercised of providing’for 
on * jotiroey. Tiiis Was done by forcing people to eel) wh|if 
wanted at nomiiuit prices. 


Justices In. 
er»e. 
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by tho law of ilio laud, t.c, by tbc tlo<;i.Hiou of a jury, by trial by 
battle, or by ordoat. 

All attempt w"as made to get rid of abuses in tbc system of 
PMrv«yanco r'or>E.o-yanct*, but as the king still retained tho right of 
r«nd(Huoci. pre-oruplion, that is of buying a thing if he needed 
it, there was plenty of room left fur abuse. 

Merchants were to<!ome aud go freely in tlio kingdom—them were 
to bo no passports; and, llnally, tlio barons and clergy 
agreed tliat (‘very lil>eity wldeh the king had graiit»:‘tl 
to his tonant.s should be observed by them to ilielrs. 

No sranier was tlic Charter agrv>ed to than John set about freeing 
himself from his oath. For this purpose lie f rosted to, llic assistanct: 

John's att«iDpt while, to piepaio Idin.self for a new cam* 

to annul the paigTi, he began to hire fresh niercenaiies abroad. 
Charter. Innocent did not disapi>uint. Iujji, but took his side 
with vigour, thvealeiu-d to excomiiuniicato flu? barons for levying 
war ii[um a Crusiider, and for exacting concessions detrimental b> 
the honour of the Holy 8ee, and tinally .suspended Tianglon fronii the 
excrci.se of his functions. Meanuiiiie John w.ia harrying Uic estates 
of tho baroris w'ith fire arid sword, and ho crossed the border to 
ravage iScotJand, wliose young king Alexander ha<l taken tho Bide of 
the barons, Tlio atrocities of John's foreign mercenaries were ter¬ 
rible ; they turned tho country through ^Yhich tliey passed into a desert. 

At hist tho barons deteiinined to offer the (?row?) to tho cldc.st son 
of Philip of Franco, Louis, and his wife Blanche of Castile, grand- 

Barons call on llonrv If. Louiri acccptcd ihc crown, and, 

iiouiiof landing at Sandwich, marched on London, where he 
was received with enthusiasm by the barons. TJic 
young prince made a very good impression, aud won popularity by 
making Simon Langton, the brother of the archlushop, his 
chancellor, and the King of Scots came to Dover to do him homage. 

Meanwhile John and his mcrccnariea marched north and captured 
Lincoln and Lynn j but, in returning to Lincolnshire, John had the 
joun'B misfortune to lose all the baggage of his army, eOn- 
ipnirortan«a tainiiig his je\vels and money, which were swallowed 
death. while crossing tlie Waijh. Hiat n%ht 

he fell into a fever, aud wM’th difficulty I'eached Newark, whw he 
died, on October !&, 121G. 



cnAiTfcn IV. 


IlEsr.Y nr.. m vein's. 

Born 1207 ; laarnctl, 1236, Kleanor of iVovcncc. 

C/tfV/‘ Cu tray.hji;F. nfllu — I,ringli)n, Willium MArshall. lliibf'tt 

tie nufjtrh, Falkcs do lirt'anb*, IVti.'r t!o-» Miohard Karl rif Corn¬ 

wall, Koliorfc (irojtsfU'tt?, Simon do Montfort, and Gilbert Karl of 
GIo«oe»tor, 

v\'r tlio rnomorjt when John died,- Iamuh of France appeared to 
have every ( lianoe of wiiuiing the kinj:;dojn; he wiw supported by 
the most powerful of llio leiroiis, and hud received prosvoctvof 
the homage of the King of Sctland and tlie Fiincc Wenry. 
of Wales; hut matlun> were changed hy the death of llio king. It 
had been Jolin'.s cluiracter which ha<l driven lii.s suhjccts to rebel, 
while the innocence of the young king, now only in his tenth year, 
called for tho prulectioa of all loyal men. It took lime, however, 
for a new royal p-atly to to formed, and-at lir.Ht tho supportora of 
the king were outjinnibered by those of Louis* 
flenry’s most powerful supporters were William Marshall, Earl of 
Pembroke, who was mado regent, Peter des Hoches, and Gualo, the 
papal legate. Tlicsc three represented, respectively, 
the English, tlie foreign supporters of John, and the 
overJordship of tho po{io, -and Uiey foimcd a council to conduct tho 
afiairs of the young king. 

Ttic first thing to be done wa,"? to get rid of Louis; but the decisive 
battle was not fought till May, 1217, when Louis^oiccf; were over¬ 
thrown at a battle fought in thb streets of Lincoln, 
which w'as commonly called Lincoln Fair. Louis still at tincoia atS 
hoped to get assistance from France;*but a fleet of 
eighty ships which was bringing it w-as defeated off Sandwich by 
Hubert d© Burgh, who, though ho only had forty vessels, managed 
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by a ckvcr luaiKcuvro to get to tho W'iudsvaid of tbe Freneb, and 
then hijj sailorsj granjticd th<'. sLipa of th« enemy, while thoy threw 
Cjuiekhme in llte eyos*of the crews, and complotcd their die- 
comliture, Thciic two defeats scoured the deparltiro of Lonb, and 
gave tfio regeo it liino to take incasureH for the good government 
of tho kingdom, 

Magna Carta liad already been publbhed, but all tlm claa^cs of 
cai’ta * tcfnporary nature luxd been omitted, and also those 
ytjoul aids and KCiibigee, and the summoning of the 
cimucil of aroUbiidiops, bishopg, oarlt^, and greater an»l lesser barons. 
KwoDuncii of hi 1210, William Marshall, the great Fad of Pern- 
reeroncy, broke, died, and the government then fell into tho 
bands of Fetor dos Uochos, Faiidulf tlio legato, and KuSort do Burgh. 

Tho great object of tho Governrncnfc Avas to re-establish security for 
life and property, and remove tlio disorders which had been created 
Aeformnof t }>9 by the struggle ngauist John. Tho chief obstacles to 
reaents. tlioir designs wore the representativos of the turbulent 
barons of tho Cunquo'St, and Uio foreigners who had boon brought into 
V. . * tlio country by John. Tho leaders of these two 

noT>i»»pttt cla.sses Avere William of Aumtdc, Avho waa obliged to 

sulmiit in 1221, and Falkes do Breaubi. Falkes had 
been the leader of John's foreign mercenarios, he had become 
shoriff of six counties, and he Avas in possession of several strong 
castles. So lawless was he, tJial he actually imprBioned one of tlr© 
kiug\s judges because ho had condemned him to |>fAy damages 
at the assiii<‘S at Ihuistablc. But tlie capture of his castlo of Bed¬ 
ford broke his power, and ho was expelled fiom the country in 
1224. 

The early yearn of tins reign were distinguished by tiio first 
attempt by tho pope to ralse^a regular revenue from the clergy of 
Papal England. Already ho received one thousand 
cacaotiona. as overlord; but, besides tliat, he wished to 

make the Euglbk clergy contribute to the support of his court, 
partly by makjpg thorn pay a direct tax, partly by paying his 
sorA'ants by gisdug theta livings in England. At first he tried to 
both laity and cloigy to pay.* The laity, however, i«firsed> bt^ 
clergy had to give up to tlie pope a tooth of their yearly income^ 
aud the fii’st year's emoluments of all benefices* Those, stmts were 
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caHod annate» and iir»tfruits; tho granting of livings was cailod 
provieors or prOYlsiom* 

In 1227 Henry, wJio Wiva then twenty, dcdlarod himself of age to 
govern, and continned Huhert do Burgh in the offtco of justiciar. 
This ^talesman nilod well; ho was tho last of tho sr«ntycomw 
men who, like Hubert Walter and Geoffrey Fitz- _ ‘’^**®* 
Fetor, had been trained in tho pystem of Henry IF 
During four years of his n.do Peh.^r des Iloehcs, his Burah. 
rival, was aw’ay on a cnisado, but in 1231 ho rotunied, and im¬ 
mediately begun to plot tho fall of Hubert. Tho justiciar had many 
onennes, and ho is Siud to have used his power to ineroaso his owm 
wealth; so Peter des liochca had little difficulty in forming a party 
against him, and won over the king to his views. 

Henry, like many weak pei'gons, was unscrupulous when roused, 
so he attacked Hubert with fury, flung him into prison, and 
stripped him of hi.s wealth and ofliecs; and when . ^ 

. ’t t A t . . t I o* Kutoert. 

the prisoner escaped aim took sanctuary m a church, 
ho had a moat dug round it and starved Huhert into surrender. 
Tho fall of Hubert de Burgh took placo in 1232; he was tho lust 
of tho great justiclarij who had acted as tho king’s chief ministovs 
riiico tho time of William Itufus. After his liino the Chsmtellor 
(see note, P* (Sfl) became tho most imriortant of the king’s 
offieers. 

After Huhert’ 3%11 Henry took tho conduct of affairs mto bis own 
hands, and twenty-six years of bad goveramont followed. A 
considerable change hiul come over the state of affah'S 
Sinco tho death of John. William the Conqueror »ov«mm6ut. 
and Henry IL had found a groat source of tJicir power in their 
wealth, which arose partly from tho largo number of manors in the 
king’s hands, and partly because they* had boon practically able to 
levy aids and scutages at wUh Tho exiravagauco of Bichard and 
John, however, had stripped the crown of a laigo part of its 
sions, while, although tho clauses about aids and Scutages had been 
omitted when tho Great Charter was republiBhed, tho king had foimd 
ii in practice hnposaiblo to levy these taxes without tho oonsent of 
2^ tenaitts; Hence tho king was continually pressed of 

mOneyi and thorn wore special causes in Henry’s tnaWaa. 
Qk^ whioh piTod^^ a conshmt drain upon his lighteisid purse. 
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In the placo, retf?r <les Rochon was siirroundcJ by a group of 
rv/Ucvins who obtaliKiil oflicoa from Heiuy through the infiticiiec 
OrewJinea*'of of thcir fi.*!lovv-c;oiiutrynjan. The favour sliown Ui the 
fAvwyitlM. Rohevins- instantly cause*! the nobles to form un op- 
Poitevin*. posiiloji, at t)io hoad of whioh w'as Richard Marshall, 
the s(M!ond son of tlio late regent, who, inihappily, was soon hilled 
in Ireland by treaclieiy. Edrnun*! Ridi, Archbishop (*f Canterbury, 
then took tho lead, and niathus had come to the point of civil war 
when tlic dismissal of Reter des Roches and lus friends removed iho 
griovauco of the barons. 

Unforlnnatoly, the Pitifevins wore not the only persons wh^ 
tliought they had a claim to IfcnryVi hounfy ; in 1250 the king 
married Kleanor of Provt.’uce, and her mudos, Willicini 
Prove^faifl. ^ pM>nihico of Savoy, and IVtor of Savoy, 

arrived in Knglar.d with a troop of Proveut^als, and soon obtained 
as largo a f-.haro of the revenne as the Poltcvins had done. Then 
Iya!)ella of Angouleme, Henry’s mother, who had married Hugh do 
Haif*bro«vora Marche and had a numerous family, sent over 
oftuekiug-. Henry’s halt-bri>thcrs, including another William of 
Valence, p\i ih tlicir fortunes in Englaud, and brought w*ith them 
another body of Poitoviiis. 

Lastly, Henry was in debt to tho pope. Tho pope bad been 
continually pushing his claims to money, and making provisions for 
Debts to tb® dopcridcntb'. Tho mai\ who made the greatest 
r>oi>«. resistance was Robert Grossotete, Ri;4iop of Lincoln ; 
but ho could do little to stop the provisions, vvhilc Roniface of 8avov' 
tho queen's imrlo, wlio became archbisliop in 1241, did nothing to 
help. In 1*257, Cardinal Otiio, in spite of the irritation of the clergy 
ExacHonsof iii'al people, came over to England and collected vast 
thePapacr. sums fur tho ‘papal treasurj’* At tho Council of 
Xiyons, in 1215, the English complained that sixty thousand marks 
a year went into the hands of tlie pope and the foreign cloiigy. 

Those stuns hah been exacted from the clergy and people j but in 
Henry Rcc«pt« popo, wlio butd bcou Warring in Italy ag«ainst 

tho crown of descoudanta of the Emperor Frederick, who had 

Sicily for his ♦ i » ♦ , - «, -» * 

sonrsmt Incurs married Henry’s sister, ottered the crown of Sicily 
further dobta. dominions of that monarch, 

to Bicliard, Injury’s brother. He refused it, and it was accepted 
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for Kdmnnd, tlic Itinjj’j* second S'^n, then nuio years oM. Henry 
had no Tnoney to pay an army in t;ci to Sicily, so tho pope eiitorod 
upon the war himself, and ptit <Iowi» all tl^ expentHis to Ilunry'.s 
account; oor»scqnent!y, by 1257 , Henry’s debt to (lio pope amounted 
to 135,000 marks. 


Meanwhile in other respects Henry’s covernmcTit had been 
nnsiKTcs^fnl; hi 1212 Iso had been led by Isis mother to mako an 
expedition to (biscoiiy in support of his stopfjithor. v*©!*** 
This adveiituro cost him a lan^e. sum, arnl only resnltc<l expoUitJona to 
iJi tho battles (sf Taillcbonr;;^ niul SsiintoM, in whieh 
tho balarsco was «„*ertainly on the t ide (f tlm French king, and tluj 
arrival in Knglami of a fresrh batch of IVsitovins, who carno buck 
with ITeriry in 1213 . 

Mureever. Henry’.s mlo in Knglaud hud boon hopelessly weak, and 

on one oceasion a nmnber of his own servants were weakness of 

convicted of highw-ay robbery, to which they liad **«n**y'* rule. 

been driven bv the aiTCiirs into which their fvthu'ies hail fallen, 

** 

It must not bo supposed that this state of tilings had h'ceu viewed 
wdth indilTerence by the country. In 1241 tho earls, barons, and 
bishops had demanded eonirol over the aiuiointmont * 

, ^ ^ An oppottillon© ' 

of ministers, and in 1255 the gsaino demand wars 


renewed by Parliament, us the great council of tho nation had now 
l>cguii to be calleih It was refimed, but the demand showed tliat 
tho opposition had reali/.ed the right way to inlliieuce tho king’s 
policy, and were slowly feeling Ihcir way towar<l 8 making tiro 
ministora re.sponsihle to the nation. 

At length tiic burom found a leader against t!io foreigners, in 
the [»ersnn of Simon de Montfort, Karl of Leicester. Simon 
waa himself a foreigner. He was tho second son BiMofstiapa 
of another Simon do* Montfort, xvho had led tho Hontfort 
Crusade against the Albigon.ses, but when his father died the elder 
son succeeded him, and Simon came over to England to try and get 
the earldom of Leicester, to which his mother, bclhg Kisarrivai 
the sister of the late earl, had a claim. Tin’s claim vviui in:&u9i&tui. 
admitted by Henry HI., who received do Montfort at court; and do 


Montfort’s next step was to marry Eleafior, the sister 
of Henry, and widow of William Marsliall, eldcBt son 


Marrlaura with 
Hexur7*«aist«r. 


of the regent. From 1248 to 1253 the Earl of Leicester acted a$ 
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governor of Gascuny, whore ho gained much espeiience, hut acquired 
a character for severity, and ho was unjustIv clurged by his subjects 
with peculation, fyranify, and cruelty. Tho rosult waa a q^Jiarrel 
with liciiry, and do Moiitfort left Kogiand for some lime. 

On Rih return ho was reconciled to Henry, but in 1257 he 
qnarreUed with Willlaui of Valence, tlio king’s lialf-brother, and 

Tax«« tho lead leadership of tho opposition. Tho time was 

offcho very favourable for attacking irt*nry’'fl gorcniDicnf, 
oppoaition. king's younger brother, Itichard Kurl of Cornwall, 

had just gone to Gernmny, wdiero ho had l>ceu elected King of tho 
Koinans, Homy was desperately in debt^ and tlio Parliament of 
1258, often called tlio Mad Parliament of Oxford, under tho lead of 
Simon, de Montfort au<l Bichard Earl of Gloucester, took upon itself 
to reform the a<lujini.‘;tration. 

Tho plan they adopted w\is to take the goveminent out of the 
hands of Henry and hand it over to a couimittco of twonty-four 

1 Provt»ion»of p<^vsons^ wUo werc to reform all grievauccs in Cluirch 
Oxford. Bcsidcs this committee, another b<Kly of 

fifteen w'cro to act for the future as council to tlie king; and these 
two bodies were to hold three confere!iico.s a year. For tlio refonn 
of the c«)untry the committeo ordaiae<l that sheritTs should bo 
chosen annually by vote, and that tb<» sherifls, treasurer, cliancellor, 
and justiciar should give in their accounts onco a year. 

Bya throat of resiiniing the lands which had been granted by 
FUaataftho lleury out of tho estates of tho crown, his half- 
for«iau«ra. broihors were tcrritied into flight, and with them 

departed Iho great body of foreigners, partiality for whom liad boon 
in tho eyes of his subjects Henry’s worst crime. 

The government of tho council really lasted from 1258 to 1204. 

Heiiry had takofi an oath to actept the provisions, but 
he asked tlie pope as hia overlord to absolve him 
from it, and the pope did so. Henry and his'barons 
promiM by ooflid como to no terms; and, in 12C&, Henry appealed 
tb«pop«. Louis IX. of France to arbitrate between him and 
his subjects. Louis was an excellent sovereign, but knew nothing 
Arbitration of about th© mcsfits of the case, so at Amiens he gave a 
8 t. Xiouio. decislou in favour of Heniy. This decision is generally 
called th© “ Miao of Amiens.” 
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Opori war now broke out between iJio king and tho baroiiB. An 
a rule, the north, with Devon and Cornwall, »,f. tho j[>oorer districts, 
were for Efenry; the MidJalids were dividod; tlJte South, betwwm 
Cinque Ports, and Loudon, i.c. the woaltliy parts of tiro tsio Wair wiu 
country, were w’anulyfor Simon do Mont fort The 
Mortimors on the AVelsh border were for the king, Llewelyn Pruico 
of Wales was for de Montfort, In 12lvi waa fotight the battle of 
Lewes, in which the king and Prince ICdward, his eldest sou, wore 
defeated, and gavo themselves up by a treaty called Battle of 
tho of i/owos/’ Tlie government now fell 

into the hands of do M<>ntfort and Gilbert Karl of Gloucester, sou 
of the carl mciitioiie(l above, and they summoned tho celebrated 
Parliament of 1205. 

We Kftw that at the Comiuest tho place of tho witona-gomot 
liad been taken by the great council. Tina body contained the 
archhishops, bishops, ami abbots, earls, and greater i^heWA^nmn^ 
and lcss(?r barons. On very great occasions all of concilium, 
these assembled, but as a rule only tho greater men attended its mect- 
Inga, Magna Carta, in arranging for tho calhrjg of an assemldy to vote 
scutages and extra aids, had provided that the archbishops, bishops, 
earls, and gi'cater barons otdy, were to bo surnmoued by writs sent to 
each sepurakly, wliilo the les^^or baroiis were to bo summoned by a 
general writ, sent to tho sherilT in Oio county court. 

It was not to Ho oxpcct<Ml that many would hike advantftgo of 
such a general sunimona, so tho next step was t<> 
send, as tlio roi>roseniativc.s of tho low*er barons, Uv«»cbo»«n 
peirsons elected m the county court. bucJi repre- —^ 

seutatives were first summoned to a Parliament in 1254, and in 
12(55 two knights from each shire wore summoned. 

Though tlie chartered towns took some part in tho election of the 
knights of tho sliire, this was not felt to bo enough 
good win was very important, de Montfort and hia 
fdwOsusaWJEoft gy|ripgi|«I i4tt«8 aSS 

tojfai^jjaelUYrajreKWSW.to^^^^ that thia.I’arljtt- «,ai»K!9^. 
tjrent of JL2fi5..was the first I^arliamont which con- PariiaaieBt 

mnpfrnkft jl ^ 

tained, together with the archbishops, bishops, mitred 

abbots^ earls, aud greater barons, representatives from counties, 

dries, and boroughs. 




9 * 


Early An^^ei^in Kings. 


t»7a. 


However^ the rul« of Simon do Moritfoit ditl not last long. 
A quarrel arose betwcejj liiin and the Earl of Gloucester, and the 
Faiioffiitnou eldest iion Etlwai'd took advantage of it to 

deMontfort. ersoapo, joined (ho Mortimers, and got together atj 
army. * Sirrion do Montfurt marclicd to Wales, but Edward defeated 
oni! of his eons at Keuilwoitjti, and then heriirncd in do Slontfort 
himself in the corner inndo by the Severn and Uio Avon, and 
defeated birn at the,battle of EvesbanOon the latter river. In this 
battle Simon do Montfoi t was Killed, and the attempt of the barons 
to control the governmeut canu? to an end. 

Happily Edward was .a very ditb'rent inan fixuu his father, and 
had learnt a great deal from the struggle in which he had been 
„ , engaged. It was due to him that what was c:oi;d in 

do Mont fort’s do Montfoit’j^ ;»rrfU;g<‘inent3 was iu'oscrve‘<I. To all 
rsbomon. appoarancos Simon de Montfort’a rebellion Wixa « 
failure, but it led to three groat retniltt!. Find, after it wo hear 
of no more inroads of foreign favonrites ; second, it niarks the end 
of the pope’rt inlorferenoe in England a.s overlord; and third, it 
gave people an ideal to aim at; and from this time forward, a 
representing the w'holo nation, to which tlio king’s 
ministers should bo rcspon.sible, was the ideal at which tho alates- 
man of this country qijtued. 

After some fighting at Kenilworth and Ely', the country settled 
down nfrain ; indeed, tho latter veara of tho reign (S’ Hvurv III. seem 
ciofleoftho h> have Inien years of unusual profpority, and in 127(> 

were so settled, that Frince Edward ivent; 
on a Cru'^ade, and while ho was away his father died, in 1272j| 
Henry HI. was a weak Jdi^ ; ho had the misfortnne to ascend. Uio[ 
iienry’B thtoiio wlion a child; bo^inberUed from his fatbeEf 
character. detestation of tbc Great CHhrtor and iti? pniiciples,! 
and allo^vcd himself too easily to fall into the b.and8 of foroigners^l 
wbo bad ho otlier ol>ject than the satisfaction of their own ambition j 


For ebiof goncrnl evrnts, nnd the battles and sieges of the earlier 
Angevin kings*, gee pp, 13i auJ 
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THE L AT Eli AXaEVlX KINGS', SOMETIMES 
GALLED I'l.AKTAGENETS 



VIII.~-THE LATER ANGEVIlsr KINGS, SOME 
TIMES CALLED PLANTAGENETS, 12721309. 


Henry in., 12t6-12:2. 

I. (UKleanor Mar^jarel Kdniunt!, 

1272 1307, of (Wile; Alexander III. Exrl of 

(2) Margaret of Scotland. I.«ncasier. 

of France. f 


( 1 ) Edward II. “ lsal>ellft (2) Edmnnil, Thomas, Henry, 

1307 -1327, of France, Karl of Kent, Karl of Karl of 

executed, 1330. Tjtnc.'Wlcr, Lancastcir, 
I d. 1322. d. 1346, 


I I • 

Edward III, PhilipiMi of Joan =r Henrv, 

1327 1377. I lUinault. (1) Sir T. Holland. Duke of 

(2) 13io lllack Lancaster, 
Krince. d, 1302. 

_I 

Blanche “■ John ofTlaunU 


Edward, =■: Joan, Lionel, John of = Blanche, Edmund, Thomas, 

Black J of Duko of (launt, heiress of Duke of Duke of 

Frince, Kent, Clarence, d. 1339, Lancaster, York, Gloucester, 
d. 137C. I d, 1397. 

Ilonrv IV., 1.399 -1413. 

Biehard IL, 

1877^1399. Philippa = Edmund MortimA, d. 1380, 

Tloger, Earl of March, 
declared heir of Biehard II. in 1.385, 
b 4 l killed in Ireland 1399, 




IX,—THE KINGS OF SCOTLAND BETWEEN 

1165 AND 1406. 

Henry, Karl af Uunlingdon, 

*»on of 0Avid 1. 

_ 1 _ 


I- 

Willliim 'the Lion, nC5 12M 

I _ 

Alexander II., 121012i9, j 

} Marj^aret. 

Alexander III., 124(>~12BC. | 


David, Earl of llunUagdoo. 

I 


I 


Isabella. 

_ 1 

_ i Robert Riucc,* 

I Devor^iiUa -- John llallicl* d. 121)5. 

Margaroi =r Krie, King of__| 

Norway. j’ " “j Robert, d. 1306. 

Margaret. JohnBalliol/ _ 1 


Margaret, Maid of 
Norway, 12^50-1200. 


John 
murdered. 


1202 ^1200. 

!omy«, KdwarJ Ralliol. 


Robert 1.* 

1306-1320. 


I 


David Bruce, 
in, Joan, sister of Elward 11., 
1329-1370. 


Margaret Walter the 
Steward or 
Stuart. 

Robert 11., 1370-1300. 

Robert III., 1800-1400. 
Comftelitora for the crown in 1202. 


X*—THE KINGS OF FRANCE BETWEEN 1270 AND 
1422, AND CLAIM OF EDWARD HI. TO THE 
FRENCH CROWN. 


Philip HL, 1270-1286. 
I 


Philip IV. (the F»ir), 12(15-1314. 


Charles of Valois. 

- 

1 


1 - i • I I 

I.otii8 3C, Philip V., Charles rv., Philip VI.. 

1314-1316. 1816-1322. 1322-1323. m. Edward IT. 1323-13(><>. 

Edward Hi John XI., 
1350-1864, 

_ 1 

i 


I 


/ 


jrohn I,, d. 1316, Joan, Qaeen of NavaflW. Ch&rles V., 1364-1860, 

I 1 

Charles the Rad. Charles VI., 1360-1422. 
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ICdwaud L, r272-l.‘W (:)5 ytais). 

, ( Kleanor of raf%t.iIo. 

Horn ..f fra.K-o. 

Chitf Chiirmtcra i:\j\ the Rtrfn .—Llowdyn Triiu'c of Wales, J<ihii UuiUol, 
Robert Bruce (elilcr ami younger), William Wallace, John Comyn, 
Rarl Warrenoe, Ilumt^hrcy Bolum, and Roger Bigocl. 

The lioir to the throne being abroad, the goveniment \sm carried 
on by Uio ArchbiHhop i>f York and the Chancellor AValter of 
Acowwionof l^lerton. They had allo^^panoe sworn to Kdward in 
snward. ab^cnco by tlie great men, so that hid reign is the 
first Miicb dates from live death of tlm last king j former kings bad 
always counted from tbeir coronation. 

By leisurely steps Kdvvard returned to England, and spent some 
time in Italy, Francv>, arnl Guieiino before bo crof>sed the Channel. 

Oommerciai fond of martial pursuits, he engageddh a toiir- 

troaty with narnent at Chfilon, in the Duchy oi*BuTg\indy, which 
ended in a dcmdly combat, in which many lives were 
lost, Imt from which Edward cnino out victorious. More important 
than this feat of arms was the treaty ho made with the Count of 
Flanders, hy which the wool trade between England and the Nether¬ 
lands, which had hecu interrupted, was renewed. England was 
tho greatest wool-growing cguntry of the west of Europe, so this 
trade was of the utmost importance, and from tlib time tho 
alliance between England and Flanders was regarded as being of 
tlio greatest consequence to both nations. 

^wwd reached England in 1274,and his activity during the thirty* 

co^vuvtocm of years of his reign will compare wnth that of any 
Xciii^nid. wttn other- Englislf monarch. In some ways he resembled 
* hw great-grandfather, Henry II. Ho had the came 
encigy and regard for order; but ho had the advantage of not being 
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htrnii^erc^l by large pr><^f?f^riiv>ns on t])C Omtinont, bo iUat heAvaeiAbk 
to (Jievoto bini^elf frt.ely to further the intere:«ts of Kiiglumh Two 
ol)]ect» preiitented themselves to h»s ; fiftt, to reduce to ihorot^b 
efiScieacy the government of Knghind, arid iK*c<>ndryJ i6 unite urider 
oho geeptre the whole of the lhiti*sh ThIos. Tine formerwaa 
able to punme from the bogfniung of hia reign; the lailcr only 
op« 3 ned it«elf to him as time wont on. 

In dealing w*ith the administration Henry II. had to force all hia 
refornvj on tlie country in the teeth of his liarona; Kdward wan 
able to use his barons to help him in ordering the 
country. This he did bv rneans of l aihamcnt. (ro^rmraunMuatoftf 
lyy&ttRl-^waawho used Purlianjont 
as « mcaxis of jjpyqrnuw.n^ IT is predecessors had looked on 
assembly as diUJinishing Iheir power, or at best a« a means of getting 
money; Edward took it into his co«0denee, and gained its aid. 

Among the many Statutes of this reign the following are to l>c 
remembered. First, the Statute of Mor^aui. Mortmain means 
dead hand,and when ]amTliva5"own'Sn body of 
men and not by an individual, it was said in Konrian ofnugn. 
law to bo held in mfniud rrumit^ i.e. in mortmain, or atatutaor 
dead band. I^and held by the ( JImrch was said to 1ms 
in mortmain. Now, pco])lo disliked land being acq[uire<l by the 
clergy, for: many thought they had more than waa goml for Usem 
already; ii^d, Aorcovtn^^ land in mortmain escaped some of the 
feudal services and payments, such as reliefs and wardship end 
marriage. It was not easy to prevent tho Church from acquiring 
land, because the clergy used to i>ft!s«ade men when dying to leave 
property to the Church, so tlrat their souls might be prayed for when 
they wore dead. Many persoixs also made eham grants of theif land 
to the Clnirch, and roceivod it back jis tenants on easy terms, thus 
4efniudi[% the revenue. Accordingly, 

leased a very strict law to forbid land being given to the clergy, 
\v;LthQui; the consent of the king. 

Next is the Statute of ■^inchoker. This statute dealt with the 
defeoco of tlio c<mntiy’, and was founded upon tho 
which had been issued by Henry If. in 11^1. It ittatataof 

ihjist: bo considered bjgcthor Avith an order about Wiaeiuwf^ 
i, which was ^ue<l in 1278. By this, all 

.jj" 
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owne<l iftnd to the value of twenty pouiuU a year were or<Jeml 
to i )0 knighte^I^ and such kuighti were always expected to setvo 
the king, cither in person or by dopnty, when he called for their 
services* All other frechoMex^ wore orderetl to have artaa 
to their wealth, and those were inspected at I’^^ular intervals. By 
this means the country was provi<lcd with an cflicicut defensive force. 

Tho third statute is tliat of Qnia Emptorcs. Ihis stmek a Mont 
Mow at tho penver of the great barons, by preventing tliom frouk 
granting out portions of Uieir estates to be held 
as subdcnnncles. Such j^Srtions were always to 1>e 
held from tho tfiiperior lord, and as the king wis the snperior 
lord of all tho great barons, this statute added largely to his 
power. 

Another statute affocting land was that of Be Boms Co«» 
ditioimlibns, which enacted that when an estate was 
granted to a man and his heirs, the hohkr of the 
prox>ert,y, being only a life-tenant, could not part with Such 
estates were said to bo entailed, and tlni passage of this aot was a 
most important event in tho history of English land tenure. 

Btisides jmssing tlkese important statutes, Edward also farther 
reguliilcd tliei law courts, and, in the year 1300, arranged by the 

ftei^latton of 

tho law courts. King's BetJch,wero still to follow #ie king, but lae Ex* 
chequer Court was to reirlain at \yestmiikster, as tho of 

rie(MJ,bad done shico the granting of the Great Chartor. During this 
reign the hiwj'crs became very important, and statutes or decisions 
which date from the reign of Edwaiii I, aro enforced at. the present 
day, unless they have been especially set asi^. A familiar , imii* 
tution, that of Justices of tho Peace, dates from the sanie. 

Thow officers were" first appmhfed to carry out the Stahitl^. 

Winchester, and were then called 

got their pre^nt title in the time of Edward lit. 

Another event-of the reign of the first Edward the 
puleiou of the In the Middle Agee the 

atone let out money at interest^ 
forbidden to Cnn^tians by tlm Ghurclu ; Tholr nuts^ 
VOro very high, as was natural when there were feur Iender# 5 |ft 
^aiay l!K>rrow*^^ and when the ^es wm insecuTe^: 
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the Jews very unpopular* The Jews, however, were urnlor 
tlie protection of iho king, who regarded them as hi^i chattels, kept 
a re^tof of their loans, and helped to enforce repayment. For 
UiM advantages he made them pay lieavily, hy exacting an annual 
poll-tax of throcpenc© on every Jew above fourteen years of age, 
and by taxing them whenever ho wanted money. 

Tho Jews always lived together in special <piarter», 

To prcf^rvo them irom attacks they were obliged to be Imhiom 
at a certain tirno and (he gates of tho Jewry wore kept locked 
St uighh They also wore a bfidgo to dirftlngiiish tlwm from 
Christiaiiij. Tho hatred against them grew in the thirteenth 
century because they constantly sold up tljo lands of their clebtoni, 
which then passed into the hands of the large proprietors. At ]a.st 
they were accuaoil of clipping tlio coin, of tho realm, Edward found 
It imiiossible to support them any longer, and they Tbeir 
were all ordered to leave England in the year 1290. 6*»uUton. 

It 'yifm not till long afterwards that they were allowed to live 
openly in Englind, The expulsion of the Jews added to the power 
of Parliament, as it deprived the king of a large source of income. 

The inosit interesting events of the reign are those which are 
3onncctcd with EdwardV attempts to annex Wales and Scotland, 
Cireiiitiiptances gave him opportunities of interfering 
in lioth countrie'?^of^hich he was not alow to avail 
bituself; but Edward cannot be accused in either case ana acotianu. 
of en^hg upon a war of wanton aggression. 

Btildrig the troubles of the juovious reign, Llewelyn Prince of 
Wales bad taken tlie side of the barons, ami ba«l managed to 
iisainno greater irapottance tlwn his prcilcccssors. * • » 

Ue jiwl;:'s^i?hecl to play the same part, and fjro- vrint^ot 
p^iiad to .marry the daughter of Sim^n de Montfort 
TSSs put Ed^tnard on his guard, and when LIo\velyn put off doing 
homage and again, the king detained Ihe,young lady^ and 
Ibyii^ed the country in 1^7; 

Wulsh.inade ft y%orons resmtaocc, hut were hemmed In 
barr^ luountams Snowdon, and forced imtav* wUU 
to come to terms. Llewelyn WauJ alfoured to marry 
intemlcd bride, but only to keep his principahty 
ftxid the district of Snowdon. j*or three years the Ayefeb wto dptet, 
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but HI 1282, Diwi^l, LlowftlyriVs brother, who had hitherto been on 
tho Englinh side, \i^eiJ most kindly treated by Edward, made an 
unjirovokcd attack on Hawardeu C^vslle. The prince, his* brother, 
ji)incc\ the riaiiig and went lu the south, while DavUl endeavoured 
to defend tl*o north. Llewelyn, however, met his de^ith at the 
Peatbof liands of a single knight during a skirmish on the 
Wyc, and David, having fallen into the hands of the 
English, was ctmdeintiied, by an assembly of lay })aroiiS and members 
for the towns and counties, to suffer a traitor’s «leath. 

After the hdl of these leaders Kdwar^l annexed the country, and' 
his son Kdwai'4l, who happened to be burn at Carnarvon during! 

the king’s resilience in Wales, was the next l*rinca.t)D 
imd ftatti«raent Kdward is said to have won the ffrveur of the, 

of Wales. \v'(dflh hy telling them tluit^hc wouM give them jy 
prince who could not speak a word of fhvglish; but he tool^ 
effective rnciisures to secure order, by dividing Wales into comities! 
and hundrod.s, and introducing the English law and administration | 
of justice, while ho tried to win the Welsh from their rude pastoral| 
life by granting charters to towns, and giving eucouragetnent toi 
tmde and comniorce. 

Tn Scotland Ihhvard was less successful. As wo have seen from, 
time to time, tlio English kings since the days of Edward the Elder 
Keiation had held somc sort of superionty ijver the Scottish 
moiuirchs, but wbat dbeso righl-s were was uncertain, 
Scotland. , and since Ricliard I. had surrendered the terms 
exacted hy Henry IT. from William tlie Lion, this uncertainty had 
increased. The present King of Scots, Alexander III., had done hom¬ 
age to Ed war<I, but for his English fiefs alone, and not for his kingdom. 

It happened, however, that all Alexander’s children died within 
a short timo of one another^ and one only, a daughter who had 
MarrUkge married the King of Norway, loft behind her a child, 
arraaa^ Alexander himself was killed bv an accident in 128fi, 
Prince of and Ills grand-daughter t»ecamc tho heir to tho throne. 
^SSreSof*** these events Edward saw tlio means of bringing 
scauoaA. ahput the uni(jn between the crow'ns of England and 
Scotland, and ho persuaded the Scots to consent to a marriage 
between their litrie <jueeii and hfa son, the new Prince of 
tlnbappOy, the Maid of Norway, as she was called, died at 
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Orkneys on lior voyage to Scotlamt, this plan fell to tho {:?rouri<l. 
But her death only cau^ied a new iliOknlty, for a number of claimanU 
to the crown at oi^ce appeared; but it wAs tgroed, as was usual in 
the case of a fief, to submit their eJaims to Kdwdrd as the superior 
lord. K<hviird agreed, ami after securing tlio acknowledg?>fcnl of 
his snperiorily, proceeded to consider tho case. 

Of the compcftitors only two had any real claim. Those Were 
John Ballivd, the grandson uf Margaret, niece of Williaro tho XJon, 
and Ilohcrt Ihueo (tho cider'), son of fsabcdla, Mar- nuputcHt 
garet's younger slf^ter. ICdward allowed Balliol and ro^*rred^to 
Bruce each to clumse forty Scots; to those he added Kdwarti. 
twenty four Knglish, and to this body the ^piostion wdio was tho 
riglilful king was put. Of course they decided fur Balllul, whoso 
claims were incontestably the stronger; and ho, after swearing 
allegiance to Kdwnrd irrthe strongest terms, received the crown. 

It was OJ’iQ of the points in the feudal law that if any tenant 
felt aggrieved by a decision in the court of ]ii.s lord, ho had a right 
to appeal to the court of tho superior lord. In accord- N*wdjfflouUi«s 
ance with this right, which had certainly riever been fouartTriShta 
thought of when Constantino, King of Scots, coin- ofBdward. 
mended hiraself to Edward the Elder, some of Balliura subjects 
appealed to tho English law courts; and Balliol was Bummoned to 
defend his dceiHion, which ho might do, if ho chose, by de]>uty. 
IJiia was galling Balliol, wlio, however, scorns to imvo been in 
the hands of his barons, and to have had little power. 

Meanwhile a difliculty liad arisen iti Framxs wher'a Edward liini- 
self^ as Duke of Gmeime, was a vassitl of the French king. A Nor¬ 
man sailor had chanced to be murdcretfljy an English- xwinc*iitv 
man, and tb<3 Normans, in revenge, seized a passenger about 
jn an English ship anti hung him topr^ast high, with 
a dog at his feet. The result was a series of fights between the 
merchantmen of the two nations, in which the French got the worst. 
Tim fight soon spniad to tho land, and then the Ficneb king called 
upon Edvfftrd to answer for the conduct of his subjects. Baword 

IMmtmd, the king's brother, went as his representalive, •ummoi^a to 
and allowed himself to be gulled by the Frenclimon 
into surrendering the castles of Gascony for six weeka, on the promto 
that ai the ind of that time they should he rostorcMl, The promise 
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was »ot kept. The French allied with the ScoiSt and for the next four 
years France and Kugland were at war; while^ to add to Edward's 
difUeulUes, the Welsh fk |295 broko out in revolt. 

It was in the midst of ilujso troubles tliai Kdward, in sum* 
moned what is known as the first coniplcio and model X^arllament. 

To tliis came, peers, archbi^ops, 

bishops, abbots, and the heads of Uie military orders. 
cj«r(fr*, Each bishop was ordered to bring witJi him one 
represeutativo elected by the dean and . ^mpter ^of the cathe¬ 
dral, and two reprcisentativea from each diocese elected by ttio 
»arow. clerg}'. Second, the lay peers, earls and greater 
Kttiahtt barons summoned separately by writ. Third, tbo 
abire. knights of the shire, eloclcd in accordance with a 
BursroiieM aad writ addressed to tbo Blieritr in tlwj county court, 
c4ti*oft», ImrgesMoa or citizons fn>in each borough or 

city which tho sheriff of the county tliought lo be of suMciOnt 
oonscHp^euco lo send representatives. 

Thirty years had passed since the citizens an<l burgesses had been 
called to iSimoti do MouttbrCs Furliaiuent; but since 1,295 most 
importAut Parliamcata have iu included UiO whole ‘>f the 

members mentioned above. Of tbo cieigy, how- 
ta history. over, tho proctors for the chapters and archdeaconries 
rarely, if ever, catiic, as they prcferr<jd to make their grants in Con- 
vocation, whiio tho abbots were abolished by llenfy YIII. 

With tho money giantcd by this Parliament Edward waa able to 
act vigorously agamst his cneinhja. The Welsh were soon put down. 
> Invasion of Tho Karl WaiTeimo iuvadod Scotland, and a battle 
sootiaud. fought in *1296 near T>anbt 3 ^, r. where the Scots, 

descending in disorder from tho slopes of ^o Lammormuir HtHo, 
were overthrown on the plain by tho Eugli^h. Shortly a^rwarda 
BaBiol stirtendored lus kingdom, and was allowed to lotito, 
Normandy, while Pldward appointed Earl Warrenno ob- g^r^n 
of the Sebiiish kl 'gdv^m . ; ' : 

Edward lioxt protmed to invade France, and for thlsi: purpose 
of allied With the Flyings; but he soon n;iet With: 
^52S§?SS‘ 'yjfoireacen diiaculty, Pfei fer 

hia m^ns of 

’ ■mxed..the towns, seg^ the wool' of 
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ihe cloripr onC“lialfpC tUoir iiicomo, 'Jliesc oxacUous caused 
gruat indigiiaiioo, and resiataneo was soon i%ido* 

'JPh© iitst to stir wero tho clcfr^cy, who ohtaiued from tho pop© 
a bull called Cktiom, kuw^ which forbade Uicm to grant their 
goods to a layman without the consent of the pojjo. Clerical 
Anued with this, they mot the king’s next doiiiand to 

with a refusal. E<bvard retaliated by ordering the »ayt«*»«. 
chief juHtico. anuouneo that no suit m which a clergyman w-as 
plftintilf &I 1011 KI Ixi heard, l)Ui that all against U»cm o\tt\ivwry'ot 
should be tried as usual. This meant timt the clergy tnoctersry 
might bo robbed with impuiuty, and accordingly the clergy by degrees 
giivoAvay, some making the king a gift, otlicrs leaving victo*^ or 
money where the king's oOicors could lind it, and EUward. 
others paying large eurns for protection. The archbishop, however, 
w'&s still holding out, when help came from another quarter, 

Kdw^ard’s plan wiu? to attack France from Flanders in person, 
and to send an anny to Guienne »tnder Humphrey Bohun, Earl of 
Herefonl, the cotistable, arid llogcr Bigod, Karl of »efu*aior 
Norfolk, the ruatshal. Boger, however, irritated by 
the ©jtaotions, refused to go, saying that ho was 
<m1y bound to followr the king’s person. ‘‘ By God,” said king, 
you shall cither go or hang.” “ By God, sir king, I will neither go 
nor hang,'* w'aa*the answer j and the carl kept his word. Kdw'ard 
had no time to presa the quarrel, so he nuido terms with £<iwiird kom 
tlie ciergj% summoned his tenants to I*oi)don, persuaded ^ Fiami«r«. 
thena to grant him an aid, and then crossed to Flanders. 

*Ihi$ W’iia the barons’ chance. They rnarcho<l to Loudon, forbade 
the cojlocition of the aid, and insisted IJiat tire young Prince of 
Wal^, who had been left as regent, ahould confirm of 

tile Oreat pharter auif the Charter of the Forest, at fcMwpiw. 
the ear^ time adding a clause.forbidding the collection of most kiu^ls 
of toams without the consent of Parluiment. Tallin coniirmationof 
^locumont, which is callcil tlie Confirmation oAho tucchan»w. 
Chartersb’V was iheu fiigiied by Edward at Ghent. 

, Meanwhile things had gone wrong in Bcoiland. A geiitJenia^ 
named WiBiam Wallace, who l*ad murdered an 
J^lishman, gathered romwl him a number of 
leaemi^ to the Englushaide, had, gradually becoming ehoOgh, 
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attacked the forces of the gnarvhan. With groat mliitiiry ^kill he con- 
l>«<ut of Cam- Irivetl to atlttck the Engiyi nnny at CaixifeigdgnBeth, 
tfu«lt<»nndth. SfirHiig, when half of it had crossed the Forth by 
a hojg and narrow bridge^ Those whii had crossed wore utterly cut 
to pieces, and Warrcniie Iwd the mortification to sc‘c his army ruined. 
The next year, how'cver, Edward hiinsclf invaiJcd Scotland, and 
attacked Wallace at Falkirk, In spite of Wallace’s 
most careful arrangement of liis army, in circles of pike- 
^ victory of men united by archers and backed Vty cavalry, IvUvard 
f^of wiuSco in beating tlio Sents by attacking their rear, 

ami Wallace’s power was ooinpletely overtluown. 

The kingdom, however, w';ia not yet conquered. n»e districts 
!•« north of the Forth still hold out, and placed at their 
Item* John Coinyn, the nephew of Balliol. Gomyn 

had some bucccks in 1303, but E<lward again invaded the country 
supproaoodbF forccd him to submit. The insurgents were 
Edward. allowed to purehaffc tfieir pardon by firjes, and olTcrB 
were even made to Wallace, but were rejected. Shortly afterwarda 
that leader was captured, taken to London and exct'Uted as a 
traitor. Hia death made him the martyr of Scottish independence. 

All thfe time Kolnirt Bruce (the younger), Karl of Canick, the 
grandson of the rival of Balliol, had usually been on the English 
• Bebeuion of ®klc, uiid had been consulted by Edward about tlie 
; marmgeinent of tlio kingdom; but on 1306 ho de¬ 

termined to try for the crown himself, murdered Comyn, and was 
crowned at Scouc. llis chances secined very poor, as he liad 
against him not only the English, but ab;o the relations of Balliol 
and tliQ Lord of I^fonie, His forces in the field were soon defeated, 
and ho with difiiculty maintained himself in the woods and 
Daathof mountains. ITipugh the danger did not seem great^ 

Edward. Evlward was preparing to crush it himself, when bis 

death near Carlisle, in 1307, brought his reigit to a close, and 
totally changed thf: prospects of the Scottish king. 

Edward was twice manied, first to Eleanor of Castile, and then 
to Margaret, sister of the French king. lie left three sons who 
survived him. 
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KuwAun 1I.» (;2i) years). 

JJom lii84} MarrioJ, 1308, Isiibella of Vraacc. 

Chiff Cfidractai vf ViC Jidif/n ,—Thomas of IvAnoast^jr, l*icni OaVcAlon, 
liobert IJriice, Kogcr Blortiinor, lluijli l^espons^cr (father and son), and 
Adam Orleton. 


KDWARt^ Pritice of Walofi, who 8uc<'o<«<k*d Jiijj father at tlio ago of 
tweiity-lhret'; wan liaudsonic, a<*c:oj-n]»liisho»l, ami cn- cimmoturof 
gagiiig; but his reigii was o«o of the iiiusi niinotis in K«iw’tufdiX4 
Knglish hlHtovVv 'rUc chief caiisr'B of his inisfortiuio W'Cte his lovo 
of pleasure uiul his attachment to favourites. 

The word ‘"fivonrito'’ is one which lu/iy easily bo misunderstood. 
It may moan a mari or wontan on whom a king lavishes honours 
and w'ealth, or it ntay'^Tnoaii a councillor on whose 

, 3f CAnJinr of 

support the king relics. Favourites (d both .kinds thoword 
were hatefal to ffoglishmen of the Middle Ages; the 


former liecaufic the king’s gnuits were riglitly thouglit to incrcaso 
the W'cight of taxati4>n by irujwjverishing the royal estates, tUo 
latter becauso the nol-Ies looked on theiuselves an Uio hereditary 
advisers of the crown, and hated any injin. who eijgrosiierl the 
king’s confidence. No king, therefore, had a chanco of sticcess 
who w'as not strong, cnotigh to st^nd alone, ami no men like 
Edward II., Kichani II., and Henry VI. met witli their unfortunato 
ends. In England the leader of the baron.s against the favouriio 
was always a younger menibor of the royal familj^ 

The first of Ikhvard’s favourites wa,s Piers (Javeston. Gavdstoix 


was tb^ son of a Gascon knight, and had been 
brought tip as Edward's companion. He turned out 
so badly that tlie late king had dismissojl him from court; but 
when to old king fiied the young Edw’ard recalled him and made 




Kim K&fl of Coriiwull. Ho wiis a Kravo and al>lo soldiot^ bu^- ho 
was haiiglily and vain, and irritated the barona past l>earing by Iho 
nicknames Iq g^vo tho^u. To this man Edward gave his confidence, 
and leaded him "With riches and Jionour, so that he, a mere u^ietart, 
ontKhoiio the ancient nobles of the realm, 

Gavcstoii’s antiigonist was Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, tho son 
of Edmund Cioucbback,' younger brother of Edward T. Ho was 
jThoma^of Earl of Lancaster, 1 Ancestor, Lincoln, t^albbury, and 
i*ador^omo Ihilby, and wa;^ by far the most pcwerful subject tho 
opjjosuion. whom ttaveston called 

tho hi»g.’* His friend, the Karl of Warwick, was ‘‘ tho black dog.'* 
At bis father's death I'Mward only advanced as far asj A)Tsbire, 
and then votired to England to anuuge for hk marriage and coronation. 

£aw(trd’« sailed to France, to marry Isabella, the dangh- 

favour to tor of tho French king, said to bo Iho most boauth 
roxiacstiio ful >voman ill Europe, bo left Gavestou as regent, amt 
at bis coionatioii Gavoston walked hi Uic place of 
honour. Enraged at this, the haions in Parliament demanded Iho 
dismisaal of Gavestem. Edward had uo means to roaist, and 
Oaveston himself was forcoti to swear that ho would never return 


to England. TJio king, however, appointed him Lord-JDeputy 
of Ireland, aiid in 13011 he was ordered by fiko king, witii tho con* 
sent of a considerablo part of tho baronage, to como back to court. 

Meanwliilo the disorders arose which always ap|>Oi\red when tho 
king was too weak or too idle to make Ms {>ower felt; and in 1310 
Barons appoint barons, determined to put a stop to ihe^> camo 

o^uam^to Westminster iu arms, and, following the lead of 

; conduct vho t!io Oxford Parliament of 1268, appomted a cotmcil 
ffovornmont. twcnty-ono bishops and barons, under the haino 
of Lords Ordftiners, to regulate the king’s household and refoifta 
the abuses of the kingdom. 

To keep out of the w'ay of the ordainers, the king and Oaveitoif 
invaded Scotland^ where Bnico was too wary to allow theih Id 
bring him to an engagement. In tins cxpediliou Gaveston 
tinguished himself; but tlm barons wore determined to get rid ot 


^ That is, CroBsbaek, or crusader. Cross Hill, xiosit Baubiii^, i# $tlU called 
Crouch Hill., 
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feiiUj and again insisted upon bis banishment Thia time he weitt 
to Franco and tbon the Netherlands^ but soon ©e^tn ot 
retamod, and in 1312 iho barons succ(^'dcd in Oav^sIpph. 
wij>ftrating him from the king, and forcing him to surrender at 
Scarborough. He was cent as hr as Doddingtonj in Oxfordshire, 
under tbo care of the Karl of Pembroke, but was there soized by 
the Boldiets of Guy, Etui of Warwick, and executed near KcuU* 
worth, in the presence of Lancaster and Hereford. The saying, “ If 
you let the fox go, you will have to hunt him again,** decided bis 
fate. Such iriurdors had hitherto been almost unknown in England. 

Edward, though hcart-brokenby the loss of his fricud, was jH^wer- 
less to avenge his death, so he was forced for the time to panlon 
the barons, and then gave his attention to Scotland, encftmmit pf 
It was high time that Bomething should be done* Bnxe®. 
■Though Bruce had avoided a great battle, ho had steadily been 
seizing castle after castle in the lowlands, llosburglx and Eduxburgh 
were alremlyiu Ins handt?, and Stirling was closely besieged, when, in 
1314, Edward prepared with a splondid anny to invade Scotland, 
fiis force would even have been stronger had not Lancaster and 
some of his fi lends miiMdiiotically refused to join the expedition. As 
it was, Edward with superior forces encountered Bruce 
new BM^^feburn, under the walls of Stirling, 

The exfiSneuims^^sitions of Bruce, who destroyed 
the archers with a charge of cavalry* over* 

balanced the superior iiumberB. The English were defeated, and 
numbers of the fugitives were kille<I in their attempt to for(^,i their 
way through a hostile country, 

EpcoifiragCil by thek succoew, the Scots helped the Iiigh in an 
attempt to overthrow the English rule, and for some ^ 

• ^ aITIAXI 

timO: Edward Bruce, the * younger brother of the tion it«ipod uy 
Scofttah king, seemed likely to bbeomo King of 
IreWd ; but hie death at the battle of Dundalk, in 1318, ruined 
thc^caUae, and the snfvivmg Scots returned home. 

For a time the SScots had it all their own way 012 the border, 
c^tut^ Berwiekj. and defeated ^Iio English at 
Myhm^oa^Bwaie, and their prosehce kept the 
tiorthcra counties in constant apprehension, and 

buck Uie rising prosperity of that of the country. 


lAV&ftiOtlor 

UcoUftad 

Tcf^eat. at 
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To a<ld to the Enjjlush mbforlinw^s, th« years 1315 ami 1316 
were times of famine; the crops failed, and prices were 60 high 
iFamiiioof *hat ma|y perisbed from hunger; bands of robbers 
1314 amt 1313. traveri^od the country, and the nobles nnule matters 
worse by turning adrift tho rotaintfrs who usually lived in their 
eastles, and vrere fed and clothed at tlioir expense. 

Tho result of these <3iKaster3 was to add to the pow'or of the Ear! 
of Lancaster, who was able to dismiss tlic king’s onieers and to 
Power Of bring his own friends into power. Among theso was 
' riwoftha nobleman named Hugii Desponser, the son 

of a baron of the same name, and grandson of the 
■ justiciar of Simon tic Montf.u’L lie was made tho king’s chamber- 
lai!i, and soon became as great a friend of tho king as Gvavestori 
ha<l been. Though tho Despensers were gieat English barons, 
the favour of Uio king soon made them unpopular wnfli their 
fellows. J^ancastcr headed the attack on his former frierid, and 
Parliament Ui 1321 demanded and secured the banislinient of tho 
I)esi>erisers. 

Owing, however, to an insult olfercd to the queen by one of tlie 
Lancastrian parly, who refused her admission to Leeds Castle in 
Defeat of a reaction took place in tho king’s favour; and 

Lancaster at when proofs wero found that Lancaster had been 

briatre. auti fall Corresponding with tlic Scots, Edw.ard, in 1322, felt 
otthobarona cnougli to attack tho baroifs. Before the 

king’s forces I^ncaster and his'friends retreated towards Scotland, 
but were intercepted at Ikuoughbriclgo on tho Urc, bythc govemorf? 
of York and Cariye. Hereford was slain, and tho rest wero forced 
to surrender. Lancaster, with many of his followers, were exc* 
cuted at Bontefract, to revenge tho death of Gaveston; and Koger, 


Lord Mortimer, was imprisoned in the Tower. 

After tho fall of Laincaster, a Parliament met at York whicli 
laid down a most important principle, namely, tliat what concerns 
tho whole realm r%ust bo treated of by a complete Parliament 
This was intended to prevent tlie barons froip. taking power into 

Commons ^in haiuls, fts they had done when they ap- 

asnsrsin pointed the lords ordainers, but it really admitted 
legisifttton. Commons to a share in legislation. 

The king now made another invasion of Scotland; but was unablo 
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to tliO Scots to an ougaf^eincnt, wliHo his army was blarve*! 
hy the devastation of the country, fie was^ therefore, diaagtor# 
obliged to retreat, and the Scots made a!?all hut. Scotland, 
succesaful attempt to gui’})risc him as lic lay at Byknd Ahlmy, in 
Yorkshire. In 1323 a truce was concluded with SootluVd for 
thirteen years. 

In 1325 a ditTiouUy arot^e about Guknme, and Queen Isabella 

%vcnt to Franco to settle it. There she was jv.iued hy her 

son Kdvvar<l, who came over to do hoTiiage for uuen'n iwabeUa 

tJuienno in his father’s stead. At Paris also she 

. »na conHpireo 

met Jlortimcr, wiko had escaped from the Tower in with Morthwsr. 
1324, and the two entcrc<l into a conspiracy to overthrow the 
De.^pensers. In spite of Kdsvard’s efforts, slm and Mortimer, witli 
the Prince of Wales, landed at Orwell in Suffolk, and wore soon 
Joined by llie queen’s friends'and hy the old followers of I/mcaster. 

The king, hnding ho could tiust no one, tied with tho Dc* 
afpensers to tlic w'c.st. Meanwhile, uiul<u‘ the irtflucnce of Adam 
Orlctou, Bishop of Hereford, tho plot had developed y^ioof 
into one for the dethrouemeut of Kdvvar<l himself. Euwam'* 
The king inado au attempt to escape by B^‘a; but 
contrary winds drove him back, and at last, one after aiiother, 
tho two Doponsera and Edw'ard hiin-self fell into the banrb of 
tho insurgents. The elder Despenser was executed at Bristol, tho 
younger was hung at Hereford on a gallows fifty feet lugh. 

Edward’s fate was soon determined. ITe was left at Kenilworth, 
while a Parliament was summoned at Westminster, where Orletoii 
agked the members w'hethcr thev would have tho ^ . 

_ ^ . r'.t * - t Dethronew^^nt 

lather or the .son for king. Bliouts Mrcre raised for andiieatn 
the fioii, and tJic Parli.ament then drew up articles of 
deposition, while a deputation, with Ftrleton at its head, was scut 
to Kenilworth to withdraw from the king the allegiance of Ids 
subjects. When this had been done, the lord chamberlain broke 
his rod of office, and tho reign w'as consid«. red at in c.nd. Edward’s 
person w'tis intniste# to the keeping of his deadly enemies, and 
%vithinafew months his murdered coipso was exposed to view at 
Berisefey Castle, near Bristol, and then quietly buned. The plea 
that lie had died a natural death deceived no one. 

The reign of Edward II, saw the dissolution of the Knights 
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This ordor of military monks^ Tvlth tho n<n?pkiin«i» 
or Knight*, of St John, and the Oonnan kriight«t, ar<^6 out o( 
tjlio Ojusadcs. Whci*pjft]efe(me wa« loi?t, tlio Knighta of St. John 
retired to Rhodes, which they fortified as a bulwark against the 
fltlvancing Mahometans, while the German knights fought against 
tho heathens who still lived along the etiorcw of the Baltic, Tlie 
Tetnjdars, on tho contrary, gave up their \vork and lived in MIeness, 
while thoir great wealth and military training made them formidable 
subjects. Accusations of ill-life and of heresy were brought against 
them, tho order was <lisHolved by the pope in 1312, and most 
•of their wealth went to tho Knights of St. John. 

During the thirteenth century the most popular order of rcligiona 
persons was that of tho Friars, of which the two chief brandies w-cro 
tlie Franciscans, or Grey Friars, founded by St, Francis in 1207, and 
tho Dominicans, or Black Friats, founded l>y St, Dominic in 1216s. 
Dnliko the monks with whom they wero ofien at varianco, tho fnnra 
did not confine themselves in znonastcncs, but travelled about tho 
country, preaching and devoting themselves to tho care of tho poor 
and the sick. Tlieir devotion made thorn very popular, and many of 
tho most saintly and learned men of the tinio joined Uiofr ranks,, 
whilo thoir habit of preaching gained them great political mfiiienco, 
which as they wero usually on tho popular side was very impottaiit. 
Afterwards they grew lazy and sciisaaJ, and then they fall into lU- 
repute* 
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Ki>wa«d III., 1327-1)177 TiO yi'^irs), 
liofn 1312; inan'icd, 132 j^, Philippa of IIainaiilt. 

Mhkf C'hitf^tUrs of the Jki^n. —Sf^vriimcr, the Iltack Priwe^, Johft of 
Gaunt) Archbishop Stratford, Henry Korl of I^jcastor, and tils sou 
•Henry Duke of I..ttOcast€r, William of Wykclmin, John WyciUXo, 
l^orda Latimer and KcviJJc, and Alice Perrora* 

. jjiE new king was in his fiftecritli year when he afioonded the 
‘S^rone, Henry, Earl of latneoster, the yonnger brother of Earl 
Diltonuie, was the leading inan in the king’s standing tjouncil, Imt 
,Hie chief power was in the hands of Isabella and Mortimer. 

The first difficulty was with Scotland. In spite of the trace, the 
Scots had kvaded the north of EnglamL Their ariny of horBemen 
Vas 80 rapid in its movements that it was hard to invatiottot 
hdng. thenoi to action, mid when Edward had at thy«cot», 

discovered^their position, they avoided battle by a Buddexi 
letreat Happily for both countries, peace was soon peace 
ittfteiwarda eonolu<3ed at Korthampton, and the inde- «couai«^ 
p^ndenen of Scotland was My recognized. The next year Ilohcirt 
Brtice died, ai)^ was succeeded by his son David, who wrus the first 
:ef the Scottish kings to be anointed with oil at bis coronation, thus 
Oas^ytang that,,he reigned as an in<k?pendent monarch, and not 
tassal of England. 

a'; of Mortimer was disliked by the Earla of Lancaster ami 

yoiimger son of Ed^rd I., and in ISilOe'MorJlmcr found 
of execatmg ^Ihe latter for trciison; but the same year 
with Lancaster’s help seized Mortimer and had him 
henceforward ndod as well as Teigr»ed. 

; ^ cessation of the Scottish wars was a good thtr^ for 

yrj^ 'Eni^nd and Scotland, it was not popular with those 
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who owued esUtcs ou bt>th rifles of the h^^nlor, who feared to lose 
Atti>mi>tojthe other; and in. 1332 8&in(5 of them aaaistcd 


jmroTifltomako Kdvv'Ai^i Bttjjiol, tl»o fioii of the fonnet kinjr, John 

isawitra BaUlol ^ ^ ^ . 

Kin«of l»ahu>h to attempt to aetlirone Davul. hor a time 

Scotianu. jj^ jimrcecxled, and defeated Davsd^s forces at Ptipplin 

Moor, hut soon had to fly the country, 

Kdward, who laid dificountenanced tlie expedition, now came to 

hi» assistance, and hcKie^ed Betrwick. The Scots tne<l to rcUove 

Bnaiuh defeated at Halidon Tlill 1333 j to- 

luvanionot wick fell into tho hands of the Ihedish. and haa 
8iSotl»nd. , ^ ^ 

iXiiUdou Kill, been counted as one of tho ju'ssessioiis of the Knghsh 
captnwof hing over since. Balliol was again placed on the 
Berwick. thronc of Scotlatal, and lhavid Oeti to Franco, but 
very soon restored hy tho Soots, and Ealliol was expelled th« 
country, A second invasion by Edward and BalUol produced no 
result. 

In tho time of Edward I. we saw that tlio Scots had begitti 

scota receive with Franco Against England, 

heihfroni Tlus WAS 111 WAVS thcir plan, and now Edxvard*« 

France. ihtorferoHico made tlicrn call for French akl. This 

^waS ^veti. Jw 1330 Pliilip irmidod und the ioeult wsu^ 

tho outbreak of the great war bet wecri England ativl France. 

All tlio brothers of Isabella, wife of Etlwatfl 11, (see jwdigi'co IX,),. 
had died in turn, leaving only daughters, and l!y the Salic law tK» 
Qxiwtionortho 'voman could roign in France; but Edward nowdO'^' 

Bwc^io^&nA bfiithers had passed to 

. Kdwiird * his mother Isaliella, and through her to himself, and 

claim. that, therefore, he ^hol^ld bo Ki ng of ’Franco, Instead - 

of Isabella’s first cousin, Philip of Valois, to whom the French had 
given the crown. Tliis clakn of his was ontirc‘]y an aflor*tho«gh|p 
for in 1329 ho had done homago for his dominion'^ to i^Hip, and it 
WAS only when he wanted to punish the French king for helping 
the Scots and’Tor receiving David at his court that he brought 
forward the claim. 


Eilward, however, not only persuaded himself that'lfis Seihailft;: 
was Just, but he also got the Eiiglish Parliament to believe that i^j 
vfOuH be a good thing for England if he could become ,King 

This was probably due to the idea that if the king Iwtd. 
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largo forei‘*;f.» pos^e^aiou# wuiiM nvjuiro ksM taxes, camnH* witiy 
aiid also that there woufd be nhirf tra<h^\vith France 
if the two countries were joined; but iff ia alao auppone-a 
thonglit Ihnt the Knj;hsh were afraid lost Flundt^rfi, to 
which they sent their >vooh ini^hl fall into the huinJo of the Pronch, 
arid BO their tivide iu;^;ht be r:toi>po<l; fur Flanders wna to Knqhuid 
whftt Yo.rkshire is to t)ie Atjstrahaii won] p:rowerf* nl the [»reacnt 
day. For, these rcsv^ona the ParHarnent was eager lo help Kdward. 
and to vote taxes t<i pay f>r the war. 

Tin's he1p(*d to make the Pinliament ranch noore important^ and 
other causi‘s helped to the same end. In KV2i2, as we saw, the 
Commons had got u share in legislatiou, but in Iddi importttnceQf 
the knights of rhe shire are itrst reconled to l)avo ParWament. 
de]n>mited hy themselves, and the nc.Tit year they joinccl therriaolves 
to the citi/aois and burgesses j so that Parliament Separation into 
eM.*par4t»jd into two houses, as it is tkivv— the lay and twoijouaaa, 
epirituftl peers forming the House of Lords, aii-l the knights oC the 
fihirc and citizens and burges-^ef the Huuse of Commons. 

This change was most important. By l>irlh the knights of tlio shire 
were of the e<ime class as tlie lords, often they belonged b.) the same 
fftinily; and their hitting in the House of Commons importance of 
prevented the king from jd.iying off one house against thueJianffo. 
Umj other, as he ccrtaiidy could have done liad the two bcorj 
composed vidp.»lU'*of ditIVrenf. classcK. Moroovor, the spirilual peers 
isat with the lay nobU^s, so tliat they cmild not bo played off against 

one another. Thh hcloed Parliament to act as a whole. In the 

* 

Ffcncli estates, on the contrary, the nobles, elerg)', and coinmoruirs 
eat in fteparate chiunt>eris and the king used to pkiy off two claB-sos 
the third; this could not be done in Knghuid. 
lii 1937 Edwani aBsnme<l the tltle^of King of FVanlte, and 
parecifor«war, Tlie Parliamorit had granted him money; he had 
next to look out fur men and allie.s. For an army naisingof 
E 4 ward relied ntdthcr on the feudal array nor on |})e troopi; 
billitia; he used htei.,soldiers, as England has always done since, 
/jWben. Jtfpldiers have been wanted. Ho was able to pay them well# 
plenty of money, and young men of all dashes whO: 
had a t^rn fur fighting flocked to his banners. They 
tWiSer iiemo great man, and the whole army; 
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I’onn^ into divkfons, thoroughly well ar^ed and rudely drilled. 
The best soldiers were Iho archers. 

For allies Kdw^rd, of course, had the Flemings, at the head of 
whom was Uie great master-brewer of Ghent, Jacques Van Artaireldy 
but he also made friends with the amall states on the 
east of France and with the Emperor, so ho had 
hopes of bringing an immense force to bear upon the French king. 
The next question wjis the point of attack, 'llirce routes pre- 
arnted themsplves, first by way of Flanders, second by the river 

ifiwudenor Seine, and third by way of (hiHCony. Of those, 
i^TtcdbFwar Kdwanl, in order to be with Jiis allies, chose the first, 
onriandova arrival, however, he fowinl that his friends, 

though willing to reoeivo subsidies, were unwilling to risk themselves 
in the field. He invaded Franco, but Philip wir^ily 
deoliriod n pitched battle, and having exhausted his 
money and loaded himself with debt, Edw'ard returned tho next 
y<?ar to Knglantl- Parliament granted him tho enor- 
H*avytax. <ff tho ninth lamb, Uio ninth fleece, and 

the ninth sheaf in his dominions, and, httving collectevl a new 
fleet and army, Edward prepared to retoni. 

He learnt, however, that riiilip had prepared a vast fleet at 
Shiys to prevent his passiigc. Tho French fleet was formed in four 
lines, but Edward arranged that cach^sbip of raen'at" 
arms should bo supported in its attack on a French 
ship by two vessels filled with avchera, who shot down tho French*^ 
men on tl»o dc*ck; tho men-at-arms then boartled, and in this way 
lino after line was defeated, and the ships cither simk or taken 
prisoners. 'Xlio French loss was cnormons, and for thirty years the 
SAffiish (r\n complete command of fiio seas, arid <^tlld 

commAoTS go to and fro as they chose. From 81n>^ fediifeyd 
Vh«i»eA. Brussels, but Ids new invasion of FmiCO 

a failure, and it was not till 1346, whenhe changed his baseof operationis 
to tho mouth of tIfiS Seine, that any success wag w§» (See map, p. 10)* 
while Edward was terribly pressed fot money, and ho cok^ 

ausTy«iwith ^cers were cheatingiff 

^iS^btpUop the faxes they collected. Aocoribn^y he: 

EngJaud in 1340, dUnuaged ^ ChaM^ -l^ 
with the other 


Battle cfUlUTs. 
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bisliop of Cawictbury, of wuslbg bia money, ordered him to 
answer Uio ebargo l>efore the Comtof ]?xcbc<juer. Thisi Stratfoi*d 
refused to do, ami tbo peers baebed ium up in Senjanding that a peer 
fthonld nevor bo tried except before his [>ecr« assembled In full 
ParJiamunt. Edward was forced to yield, and he also nrmdo* throe 
other concessions of great importance. 

First, that the accounts of the kingdom should ho andited by 
auditors elected in ParJiameiit; second, that minitsters should bo 
appointe^l by consultation between the lung and lus oonconaiouLS to 
lords, and should !>e sworn Ixdorc Parlianietrt to keep parnaujent. 
the law; third, at the l^cginniiig of each Parliament ministers were 
to re%n their ofilces into tho king’s liands, and Ikj compelled to 
answer complaints brotighfc against them. The first of these gave 
Parlhxmont complete control over tile purse, for they not only were 
to vote taxes, hut also to itjqniro how the money Jiad been spent; 
tho second and third established what is ^palled mp<")ns?bility of 
ministers to Parliament. These concessidna were revoked by tho 
king tho next year; hut llioy ehow what, the statesmen of the four¬ 
teenth eentur)^ aimed at, and how strong Parlianient had become. 

For five yeara little had been done in tlic French war, but in 1340 
Edward changed his base uf operations to the mouth of tho Seine. 
Ho did this l*eca!iso a dtoite Innl amra about the 

. .It - .1 . 1 .. InraBiftoof 

succeaaion to tho duchy ol Ihiitaiiy, and of course Francoby way 
ho took the side <5 one candidate and iMiilip of tlio 
other; accordingly, in July, 1316, ho raised anew army and Unded in 
Kormandy. After plundoriug Caen, Edward reached Aiu«»witx 
Uauen, arid finding the hiidge over tho Seine held m Bfittimy. 
force, ho turned towards Paris, and, after burning and plundering 
.Yorpidp and Mantes, bo reached the netglibourhood of ^thafc city. 
fliiS jAiOtromcuts were followed by Philip on the right bank of tho 
river., Edward’s object was to’ reach Flanders, and by a clover feint, 
on Paris he decoyed Piulip from tlie bridge of Poiijsy, seized it, and 
ei^O^i^ the Seine. 

He then marched north, but tho river Somme, which runs slow 
and deep thmigh a raarshys^, barred bis path; tlio 
litidgear were all hold or destroyed, and Philip'was tovmirus 
Ura. ^ map, p. 145). 

that Edward wmdd be Shut into the comer betireen 
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tho Somme arul the nea, whi^n, hy t.hriM{;> ; hrihc;^ lie i'ikIuoi'mI a 
p&««ajir»> of the lo load tho army 'i a ford still called 

Somme. or white idjiir* wlioro tho month uf 

tlic SoiuTnc could jurit ho crossed al low lid; A hody of Iiorsemeii 
baiTod the pas'iW'o, hut tlio Ko;.;Hsli fou-ht their wiV aeroiJi with 
the coiira^^o of dcsj^Mir, ami Philii* o^MIy arrived la time to see the 
moomin^ lido cutting him oil from tjic rear of tho forces. 



I LAS Of OilLCT. 


Arrived on tho north side of the liwr, Edward hnued to bay on the 
high gi*ound behind iJic village of Crccy, whore the ground slopes 
away on three 4des for a distance of soine six hundicd yards from 
a windmill which still marks the K])oh and there, on Saturday, 
August 2(lth, 13iC, he waited for I’WlilS who had gone liack to 
cross the Somme at Al»bcviIlo. to come and attack him. 

The rest was a great help to the English, and they made good U 3 |C 
of it to prepare for the coming fight. Edward drew up his men on 
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the with their liavks to (lio !i,uh<, in throo !)o<liei^, each 

('omposoil if J3)'?!^at'i-irma nnd arclic-i-s. All jvrjv on Arrans-cniente 
foot. Tl)e archor? of eadi bu<lv woro an'an'.i'o'J in for nit\ battle 

1 ' ofCreoy. 

hiio.s lidnsui one anotlier like a leiiTow, w {Itat the ^ 

roar ranks couiu dioot ovor tho m‘A(W <>£ tncjr f 
Ihdiind tho arelior‘15-to<"{] ih',* mi*r.*at'aniis.. The llrst dividon, Icti 
by fho Priitro of Walt.-s. n<nv a lail of liiti irn, nij<l tho FaiHs oi 
Wartviok aiiil Ursfov). Ha.? in fiunt; (ho ^ocon*!, ntah v (ho Karl of 
Nortlibini'ton. a lit Ho in tlio roar on one the tiiinl In resorve. 

Kthvanl is saitl t<> have ha*! in HivisioiiM o.nly four thousaiifl 

ineri'aharms and twelve IhouKimd archors; hut lie luid eoiiainly 
o,i?np*rollowcrs, and a body of aivlo'r.s liad hecn (old olT t(.» 
the ha^xa-jre. Ayain.''t lliis .’“'m.vh hut hi;,r!ily traifunl army Pliilip 
brought an imiiKMUiO hut inelKidojit force, ft was of 
Iho old feudal paliein, and tlio only iiifantry wero 
a number of hired Ornoe'^e en'> K-howiucn^.rid a hrw s’l.Mfs <]raggod 
unwillingly to tin? light To add to hh disadvantages, Philip made 
the attack at trio end of a loi.’g day's niarch, when the army wins 
tired and dis^rgani/wd, and when the ttvinga of the cr'/S?bows wero 
drenched witli imIu. 

Under (hc^o ciiTnmstanecs the Knglish rpiicily stood lln.-ir ground, 

and poured upon the surging crowd arrows tliat pioiced thejoiiita 

of tho knightrt* atinour. and luougiit their litr es to ^ 

y . “ ' . Thofifrht, 

the ground, while (he wretfhrd eroh;'-b>,wrn';'ri hTi in 

tiCajifi, or were tn.'idc*n down by the irrip.ttient Imisevnon. When at 

lci.»gtlj tho Frcncli, by mere weight of nuiuben, n-ached tho Knglish 

raiikn, the two fort.'Uiosf <‘l<iscd up, arnl when night fv.*ll wore Still 

unbroken, while the .ITcuch army was in hoj)elo.s.s corjlusiom 

Philip, wounded, fkd from the hold to La Droye, and thence to 
Amiena, hh brother was killed, ar.d siumbors of nobles wore slain 
Or taken prisoners. The next day a dense mist pre- n^ut ortho 
Tented the Freiicb from rallying, and the slaughbjr 
of that day was said b» liave been greater than that of the fight 
itself. TIic glory of the day was given to Kdward, JVince of Wales, 
and ever since the words dien” (/ -said fa liavc lxjeii 
the motto of tho blind King of Bohemia, who ha<l fallfm in the fight 
as the ally of the French king—have been the iriotto of ihe Pfiucos^ 
of Wales. 
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FVom Crecy Edward marcbed to Calm?, to which he laid aiege. 
By this time had loit hath *Sh las Floniish allk%?, who Iwul 
murdered bif? Sli&od, the great brewer, Xm Artweld, 
aijd the poj#?cf^sion of C/dals would gico him a port of 
his own. Moreover, Calais was fame*! for its pirate.'?, who artaoye<i 
tho’^mondiantti of the Bouthern coast ; and if lie couhl wdri it, he 
would not only rid himself of lids evil, but abo would secure a 
mart, for the English wool. Against Otilais .Edward used no enguiea 
of war, but Rimply formed hi:> lines ruuud if, and waited till famine 
Hhotdd subdue the garriBon, To raise the sloge Philip levied a new 
army, and also persuaded his allies the Scots to invade the northeni 
counlies, and help to divert tho altv^ntion of the Englbli. Both 
tlu >60 attempts were unsuccessful, for when it came to the point 
Phih’p dared not rbk anotiier baltle. v 

IliB Scottish allies farefl even %Y<)n?c. Tlic ScobI bad crossed the 
border, and were havryiy^ Northumbcrlmd and Durham,-when tliey 
xnvAJiionof learned that the lords of the border, Percy and 
tuoScota. Neville, and the Aicld?udif>p of York, with an army 
raised hy the enconragernont of-Queen Philippa, were ready to 
attack Ihoin. The hattlo was fouglit on October 17, 1316, at a 
place afterwards known as NevillV Cros?, near Purhanriy a^ad, as at 
Crecy, the Euglkh archers showed Ihcir superiority over feudal 
cavalry. Tho invaders were totally routed, and David King of 
Soots was taken prisoner and conveyed to Londoib 
For nearly a year Calais hehl out, and at last, w'h’eii tbetr supplies 
were exhausted, the garrison agreed to treat. Edward declared his 
o&pt\iraof intention of punishing them for tlieir pfraey, biitwas 
Calais. moved to gentler counsels by tho chtreatiea of life: 
wifo Phllipi>a. To secure his new con*|ue3fc, Pldwanl took most 
careful mea?juros. All tho Inliabitants who would not swear 
aliegfeuco to tlio English king wore expelled, and theJr ptaoe 
supplied by colonists from England. Privileges were granted to 
tho citiiiens, and^'t was ordered that all wool going to the Confinent 
should pass through Calais, which secured for it a ftoiirfehing trade. 
The; defences were put in good order, and a strong garrison 
maintained. Tho English of tho^ days thought as much of f?alals 
as we now do of Gibraltar. 

The capture of Calais brings to a close the first part of ^ iis^n 
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Ed^vard had been succ&sHsful in iJio north, and ^i« general, the Earl 
of Derby, son of Karl Henry of Lancaster who cU^ 1345, had dk* 
iiugnkhea hirasetf greatly by defending Gascony ciMoofflwv 
against miperitT numbers. For hini svirvices there he 
was rakvd to the rank of duke, l>eiug (he fii'st to hold that rank 
in Knglandt 

For a time the thoughts of all Nvcrc turntnl from the war by the 
Black Death. This terrlblo iKifttilenee, whioh broke out in China, 
gradually made ii« way to Etiro]>o; it reached Con- Black 
etantiuople in 1347, and England in 1349. Its »«atb. 
ravages w’ore terrible, and w^ore helped on by (he fill by habits of the* 
people hnd thoir neglect of all sanitary precautions; for it is known 
that some monks, whoso monastery had boon supplied with good 
water, were liafdly touched by the plague at all. It ia bard to know 
how many perilous died, hut two Archbishops of Caulcrbury were 
cut down the vear, and it is said tlial in the East and West 
Bidmgs of Yorksbiro one-half the priests died. In those days tlicre 
were no rcipsUsrs of deaths kept, so wc can only guess at tlie 
number of tlie victims, but these were so numerous as to cause a 
great crif>is in tho history of Wiigcs find agi icuUm-o. 

At this time all England was divided into manors. The lord of 
the manor usually owiicnl half the soil, a portion was in tho hands 
of freemen, and tho remainder was held by villeins. Tha manorial 
Tho viUeins pai<f tho lord for their houses and land 
by doing for him certain fixed 8er\'ices, and paying certain dues; 
tlNse, however, could not bo altered, and so long aa they were paid 
tlie viheia could not be turned out. The lord cultivated hi&osvn 
hmd through his bailiff, who supplemented the customary services 
by hifiog tlic poorer villeins as labourers. Each manor hud Its mill 
and dovecot. The villoins were all obliged to get their corn 
ground fd the loid^a mill; and they were not allowed to keep 
pigeons^ but every vUIem liad his pig and bis poultry, and very often 
cattle, which were; pastured on the common !ai!ds of the manor. 
A?>ien the lord let his own lands to a farmer, he always let with 
them the stock for the fam, so that there wore no farmers who 
niettdy. rented the land from tho landlord as tiioy do now. 

For; some thno tho lords had been glad to let the villeins pay a 
ftkedsnin of money instead of performing services, because the lords, 
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oi^pocuilly whon iJiey wero goLrjg on a ciusa/lo, ot had r<‘*]iefa to pay, 
Bisftof ghyi to get ready inoricy; aisd whon SjucH aa 

copyiioiacrB. arrangcSrout waii miulo, it was noted down in Uto. roR 
of (ho manor, and a copy was given to tlic 1.111010, who was tlien 
called a co]>yli‘>!der, and his land a eopyliold. 

Wlien tho Illack Death enmo and killed niimbfTvS of lahonrors, 
wages, of course, rose, and tlion the landlords ivore diiven to their 

Effects of the to got tlndr fields (MiUivated. To keep 

Black Death, ^vvsgo.s dowi), railiamonf. pa.^sed .^-'evoral laws, culled 
llie .S(:itiit<.'S of Lai/rnre rs, forladding lab 'uroi s to rroeive higher wages 
tlian they had carried bcA.'ru tlxo plague came; and when'it was 
found iuipoMHihle to onforcc theso laws, h<.*caino the co.^t of living 
had risen too, tho landlords (lien tritid to find tiaw’S in tlicir villeins* 
copies, and to do all they couhl to make them perform tlieir old 
services insiteiul of laiying in money. As the rise in price of 
lalxiur had made iho villeins prosperous, these attempts were 
resented, and fur many years tiio country populutiuii was extreiuely 
dLsoonteiited, 

Dor some years after Iho siege of Calais the French warlanumished, 
l,«ut in 1365, Fdward the Fluck Prince-"-so called iVom his Mack 
armour-"“Startin;v from Caso<iny, made a plundering oxjKdition into 
Second poriod tlic soulli ('f France, and returned homo laden with 
ijw^i^^^of made a raid upon the 

Fmiicoby^wajr prnvincos south of tUo Loire; but l/iis timo the King 
ufOascony France, dohn, son of Piiilip of Valois, cut him 

o(V with au immense army at Poitiers. The French outnumbered 
the English by at least four to one, and so desperate seemed hia 
cjisc, that (lie prince was willing, at the request of the pope’s legates, 
who w’oro t'resoat, and, to tho credit of tlie Papacy, doing all they 
could to pj cvout blo()d.shed, agreo to any reasonable tonps; but 
the French demanded that the prince should yield himself a prisoner 
of war, and to this he tvould not submit. 

The scon© of tl9e battle is about four miles south-east of Poitiers, 
near the farm of Jfaupertuis. 'fho groiind occupied by the English 
Battle or consisted of an 0 [icu space of high ground on tli© 
Foition. ^ jjjjl riglit, and between them a ravifto 

with a marshy bottom. The Earl of Siilisbury’s men were on tho 
loft* tho Earl of Warwick’s division held the ravin© and marshy 
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artfl tHo piincc occupieil the hill. In fp.ttil of tlu> loft wing aii’d 
part of llio Cf/ntre w.iii a hotlgo, byokon by oppo-sito to Salis^- 
lnuy’M UrtC. The Froncl}, iniiolftil of l.’recy, ^Irew up their nion- 
at-arms on foot, iitnler the king, tiic I>uko of OrleainJ^ ajid the 
uanphiii, n.*5peciivt‘}y, am) niorely sent foi'waril two sfnall bodies of 
cavalry a forlurn h<'[) 0 . (hie of llu'-se olnngcd the. gap, the oilier 
along th» edge c»f tlic. ravine; Init bolh were repulsed l.>y the 
t^howm of anow.s fc-ent through and over l.ho liedgc. Au attack 
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On foot, led by the daiJi...in, did no better, and Orleans withdrew 
his men from tho field. The prince then l>rought his ukui off the 
hill to support his left and centre;, and ordered n general advanco 
to meet the king’s division, at the same time Kcmffng a handful of 
mounted men round the hill \o take the French in nesutt of 
rear. John disilainod to fiy, and after a bloody thob&ute. 
combat he found hiinnelf tlu! prisoner of tho juince whose terms 
he liad so disdAinfully rejected a few hours iKifore, 

From Poitiers Edward hurried to England with his prize, and 
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was received in X^ondoii witli the utmost cutliusiasm* Four yewt*, 
pgac«ma<i 0 at h'^wever, elapsed Ix^forc peace was coiicluded, audit 
Bratiaay. 0 {,fy Kngllsli, under KdwaKi, bad suffered 

<ci nblc liArdships during an almost luiresistcd march to Paris, that 
Edwai'dligrecd to coino to terms. 

The treaty, wlijeh wjxb called tho Great Pciico, was made at 
Bretig 7 iy hi 13(>0. By it Edward agreed to give up liia claim to the 
Tormaofthe Kroucli crowii, and to Nonmindy, Anjou, aud Haiue, 
treaty. pcsi<esf«oijs derived from Moriry II, On 

the other hand, ho was to have in full sovereignty the whole of 
Uie duchy of Aquitaine, which had come to England through 
Eleanor, tho wdfe of Henry If., Pouthieu, which was the dowry of 
Margaret, second wife of Edward I., and his recent conquest, Calais. 

By this arrangement Edward soeiired the advantage of extensive 
possessions iu the wiue*gro\ving districts of the south of France, 
BeittitBoftuo entrance for his wool and his soldiers into Uie 
■war- north, and a groat accession to the gloiy^ of the 
Eoglish name. In return f«)r these advantages ho gave up the 
empty dream of uniting tho crowns of the two ooantries, Tho now 
possessions in tho south WTrv created into a principality, which was 
couforred on the Black Prince. In EW7 a treaty was made 
witli David, and both France and Scotland were hound over 
Treaty wuu runsouis for tlieir captive kings. The 

Scotland. Bcots paid tlicir instalments witfi difficulty, but it 
was found quite impossible to raise tho stipulated sura in France; so 
J ohn returned to England, and died duringhis residence in this country. 

Tlie validity of tho treaty of Bretlgny depended on the mutual 
renunciation by the English and French kings of tho cl^m to tho 
Cauacoffroah ciown and the suzerainty over tho ceded provinces 
teoubi®. respectively.« The formAl ceremony was delayed by 
the lawyers, and In the end this delay was the cause of , the renewal 
of hostfliti^. 

Wliile England and Franco had been at war, Spain had been 
convulsed by the craelties of Pedro the Gruel, King 
of Castile. His unpopularity was eo great that b^ 
illegitimate brother, Homy of Trastaraare, formed a plan to dethrdde 
him, and called to his aid many of the professional soldiers who had 
be^ lately fighting for the French or English. He was sucoeseftd, 


state of apaiit. 
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an^ Pedro appealed for help to Uie Kf»gU&h. The Blaok Prince, out 
of a false idea of tlio duty of princes to dethroned - * , 
sovereignH, gjave him Ins aid, and defeated Llenry of nu^K 
Trastamarc in 1307 at >?ajara, near Vittoria, in Spain; 
but Pedro ^•aa uDahlc to pay the crxpmses of tho expedition, as he 
had promised, and the Prince, loaded with doLt aiid emitten with 
disease, rctirnicd to Bonicaux. To pay his creditors, liidward 
levied taxes on his prench subjects; this was restated, and the 
people of Aipiitaino appealed to tlndr superior lord, tijo King of 
France, who sumnioned Edward to answer for hia conduch This, 
of course, led to war. 

Tho wjcoiid stage of the war opened witli far leifs advantage to 
the English than Uio first. The cuthiisiasni of the nation had 
cooled, and men were less eager than before to olTcr 
tliemsolvcs its soldiers. Besides, the French soldiora tuowar. . 
Were very ditferent from Uiohc wlm had fought at Bms prosi^^cu 
the beginning of the war. In a long war the feudal 
system always hi oko down, and then the French had to adopt tlio 
English plan of hiring soldiers. Tht^^e men were well trained, and, 
wo may take it, made os good soldiers as tlie EngUbh had; so they 
could no longer rely on winning against superior nuiuhers oa of 
old, and in any fight tlio chances are that the invaders wiH be 
otUnumbored. Moreover, tho French king, Charles V., was veiy 
clever man, and had adopted as his motto that the French never 
ought to fight pitched battles with the English, but should content 
themselves with small skirmislics, cutting off supplies and strogglorB, 
and harassing tho invaders without bringing on a decisive engage¬ 
ment. Under these circumstances the renewal of tire war was all 
in favour of tho French, and they rapidly ovcrnin the English 
provincftfi, in spite of all tile efforta of <hc Black IMnoo. 

Tho war began in 1369, and in 1372 tho English suffered a 
disaster which made their case hopeless. Since the battle of Sluya 
they had had the command of the sea, but in 1^2 i^ao pir tiio 

they lost this advantage; for the Spaniards, who were 
now under Henry of Troatamare—for Pedro had been 
murdered—-*wore on the side of the French, and in that 2aoch«Ue^ 

year the Spanisli Sect completely defeated Uie English under the Earl 
Of Fembroke, near Hochelle. After this the French made way rapidly 
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An under dolin of Giuiut lost almost all its men Avitliout 

flio I'lcrich action, aiul in 1371 only Calaia, Bonloaux, 
and r*ayonno rcn»ainoa in the liands of the Knglish. 

ft I.niuw time to return to Kn^di?*}i oventa. I.>iirin^ the wais the 
Pailiaiucnt had hcen very active; the continual demaruk^for money 
► Activity of it cxcj.'lhint o[4>ortUTiiiti‘-s for demanding redress 

' fjf ^M’iovanees, and a {L^roat many st.itutca were passoil, 

some bail, some ^^ood, which cfVected inany changes in the state of 
the country. 

Arruing others, two iir.]'* itant laws regulating the Papal power 
were enacted. Wo saw Jiow, in Ifenry HP’s lime, the pope 
stAtutoof cauKt.d diseonlorit liy payin-g his sorvaida with 

ProviBora. Knglisli livings. In 1.351 was passed the Statute of 
rravis(.irs, whitdi ordered that all persons r< ceivir)g such prerormcntc^ 
front the pi'ipo were to he liable to imprisomnofit, and that the right 
of presentation should go f.tr that, turn to the* king. 

Wo have also sern how jealous the Kirglish wore of appeals being 
made to the Jlipal com is. In 1.35.3 a statute \v;is pa.ssod to prevent 
etatutoof persons proscc’.itii'.g suits ifi foreign courts without tbo 
Praeii»»wi[m hiuj^V. leave. 'l ijis l/uv was called the Statute of 
Praemunire, from the words ia the WTit j^roeimanre (a corruption 
of praemoneri J'.trhtiif cause A. P. to bo fore warn r-d). Itii penalties 
were forfcitrire of goods and iniprisoinnent dyiing the king’s 
pleasure. This statute was often renewe<l, an<l it W'as hold a 
violation of it to receive Jotters from Home W'ithout the king’s 
consent, as had been forhi»lden by William the Coiuiueror. 

Another statute delincd the ineam’ng of treason. This term 
statute of been made veiy elastic by iho lawyers, so it 

Treason. ^^-vod thing to have its meaning laid down. 

Its chief forms were levying* war against the king, or plotting hia 
death. Tliis statute was pas.scd in 1352. 

Edward had sometimes evaded iho confirmation of the charters 
by gelling the merchants to make a private grant of a duty on W'ool. 

Private srrante elcarly infringed the riglds of Parliament, and 

forbidden, was forlilflden by statute in 1362. Besides these 
iteauiationof statiitos, Parliament took .a great deal of trouble to 
^*‘‘*** regulate trade, witli a view to increasing the quantity 
of coin in the kingdom. It was long thought that tho amount of. 
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coin in a Ct^iinfrv was the true test of its wcallli. TJua is now known 
to he a rnisUkt'. 

Jhiring lht,‘ hater part of E*Iwaril IH/s nii;.;!!, a grc.d do-al of 
(Jisconlcjit was rout«c<j against the ch-rgy. Tiiis look various fonns. 

Some of it was dirtctod against, ihc pope, who un-pomiiAray 
w'as no A’ b’vijjg ai AvignoHj on tJte Jihono; for the ojthevopix 
English hatedpaying money to him, when they fearo<t that Hornc <»f it 
f *nnd its w*av into the Ireasnrv of il»; King of France. I'lie Statutes * 

w 4 if 

of Ih'ovlsorh aiid 1‘raemuniro wore the oulconu? of tliis feoling, 

Tire English ch;rgy themselves wwe aUo very unpopular, ami 
th.ut for many roasou'^. For many years the way in which the 
clergy engrossed most of the olTu es of hlato had heon Andortu* 
much disliked; fur the universiti<?s were now turning cU‘r*ry. 
out plenty of laymen sufticiently w'ell educated to perform the 
duties re<pnred, .and who naturally fdije*:ted to these po^ts holng in 
the hands of a particukr ck‘''s. Comjilaints were also made fioin 
Ifie cmuitry that. bisho]>3 ajid priests ncgleet(rd their dioceses and 
livings in order to go ami BC-ok hierativc places iii Lond'Ui; while 
there W'aa ij general onti'ry again;.t the wealth of the clergy, wdiith 
was said to Iwd tv> all manner nf omiuption even in the must 
recently created ordcfrs. (For orders of regular eh.Tgj'', s(‘o p. 1R7). 

T<i refptm these abuses, one party ap]jC,in.Ml wlio xvii^hed to drive 
the clergy frmn all ,soe\daf ofTices, and another wjio wished to purge 
the Church of abTiscs and to re.^toro it to the purity Ri«<,orth* 

of primitive times. The latter were often called i^oiiaras. 

tadhrds, a name which is frc<piontiy used to include refurmem of 
all kinds. At the head of the funner was John of Gaunt, at the 
head of the lufter was John WyclifTe, 

John of Gaunt was the third fiuryiving son of Edward III., 
and when that king grew old, and thc» Black Triuce was abroad or 
in feeble health, he aspired to Ik; the leader of the ;robnof 
government. lib rival in the state was William of 
Wykoh.am, Bishop of Winchester, the foimder of Wlfnehc'.«ter College 
and of Xew College, Oxford. 

John WyclitTo, a Yorkshireman, was educated at Oxford, where 
he became master of Bulliol College. He w’as .strongly joj,^ 
moved by the corruption he saw around him, and Wycuafe. 
at Oxford he did his best to train up a set of yoiyig priests who 
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should set an exarap1<.* of tho duties of cler^'men; ha also trans¬ 
lated the New Tejitainent, and pithlislicd in a popular stylo 
tract*} wliitih appealcd*to the intelligenco of tlio common people^ 
Wych'tlR} was not tbo only man to wtito against tho clergy—-iho 
whole litcnTturo of Iho time is full of siitiro on the mouks and friars; 
and Chaucer's Prologue to tho ‘‘ Canterbury Tales ” gives us a very 
good iflca of tlio feelings with w hich some of the orders were regarded. 
The disasters of the French vrar W'cro uatimiliy charged on tins 


'ni«ci«rffv 1*^**^^ power, and in 1371 Parliament petitioned 
rspiaceuby the king to dismiss all his cltuical olheers. This gave 
John of Gaunt an opportunity of appointing bis own 
friends; but they proved w^orso admini,strators than the clergy they 
had displaced. 

A reaction, therefore, oiLSue<l, and in 1370 a Parliament was 
elected, under Iho intlueure of tlie IMack Prince and William 
of Wykcdiam, which attecked tho king’s-n^new advisers. Soino 
of them were verj^ corrupt, ami liad made friendi 

* Tb« Good , 1. , , 

PttrUamont. witli the king s mistress, Alico Perrers. Accordiogiy 
rmpt^nch* the Commons proceeded to iiupcach, that is, prose¬ 
cute before iho House of Lords, Lor<^ Hjfttimcr and 
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Neville. It was the first tiinc that tlio Commons had attacked the? 
king's ministers in this way. 'Plie persons impeached, and also 
Alice Perrors, w'crc coiidemnod and punislied, and William of Wyke- 
liam came hack to powder. This Parliament is ktfowu os the Good 
ParliamonL 

Unfortunately tho Black Prince died in 1376, and many fearod 
that John of Gaunt w ould tiy to sot aside tho little son of the Black 
Prince,„ and mako himself king on Edward's death; 
doAtb otvhe but tho Commons insisted tliat Kicliard should he 
recogniEod as^^heir-apparent. John of Gaunt then: 
called another Parliament, whicli reversed the acts of its pro- 
decifflsor. To revenge himself on Wykeham, ho also allied Inmaelf. 
BeaUiof th« “Wyclifte, and defended him when lie was suin- 
kiB». moned by the bishops to appear before them at St 
"PauPSr These violent proceedings canseil much discontent^ «id 
matters were in this position when tho king died, in I377* 
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Chief Chamckra of the John of Gaunt and Henry BoUngbroke ; 

’Iliomaa, Duke of Gloucester j Kdmuml, Duko of York; Do Vere, 
Efttl of Oxford ; KeviUe, Arckbiiihop of York j tlic Knrl of Arundel; 
Arundel, Archbishop of <piintcrbttTy; Sir Simon Rorley; Thomas 
Mowbray, l>ake of XojJlife \ J<din Wycliffe ; and Wat Tyler. 


On Kilwaril*B tleatfj|f!nR grandson Richard, the son of tho Black 
Prince, was made king. He was only cleveti years old, which was 
a very nnfc^pftiatc thing for tho kingdom, as his Jot ©jtncuitiea of 
had fallen in troublous timcH, Not onlv was the >var thorenru. 
wi% France stili going on, but also tJiore was reason to e\pcct 
difficulties in Kngland. 

Besides tho Bljck Prince, Edward IH. had had four grown¬ 
up sons, and he had juwidcd for them by rnaiTying them to rich 
nebre^es. Tlius Lion el , Duke of Clarence, rhanled weait* of tb« 
the heiress of tho IK^Furglnv^'ho had great estates r<»y»if»wauy. 
in Ireland; John of Gaunt n^arried the heiress of Henry, Duke 
of LABcaster; |ldcnmd . Earl of Cambridge, and afictwards Duke of 
York, married a daughter of Pedro the Cruel; and Thoipaa o f 
Wj^dptP.cki afterwards Duke of Oloncbster, married a co-heiress 
of tho Bohuns of Hereford. Tho daughter of Lionel, Duke 
of Clarence, rtuuried the J^l of March ; while J^n of Gaunt’a 
eldest aon, the was*1marrij?d to the sister of 

C^nce^er’s wife. The result of these marriages, which took place 
hiiEd^rd’a lifetime or soon after, was to collect very large estates 
hands of royal famfly—an arrangement which was likely 

to canse troubkt. Besides this, the 

t^e wbde tiattnb; had been m«eh o pjw^^hy 
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To carry on t]»o goveniment a councjl was appoiiiitctl, froio 

which llio king’s miclcja wore excluded, and ihe care of the king's 

Formation of pcrson^was entrusted to his Joan of Kent 

a council. The; first duty of the cotuicii was to provide for the 

c.iriyfijg”On of tho w'ar. TIio Freru'h were ravaging tine Bouthern 

coasts, and, to provide for their (lefence, the O-jramons voted a 

large sum ; but they stipulated that it slioiild bfr paid into the handB 

- , , ^ of two Loudon monbaTrUi, Walworth and Philipot, 

Control over _ ' r 

the whom the king uainod as tronsmers. d'liis was a very 
oxponauure. imp^irrant step, and shortly aUerwards the Oomrnojjs 
demanded to see 11 to accounts of tlie treasury; this tic,-y laid never 
done before, but the guvcrnuicnt were so pressed for money that it 
was quite impossilde to refuse. 

Uufortunulely, the lax granted by Parliament did not amount 
to as nnioh as was exjx'' ted. and in an ad‘.lilit)nal tax liad 

to be levied. The had been graduated 

acctuvliiig to" wealth, John OT||jGaunt having paid 
£G 13s. dd., w'bile the pe'ovest only paid 4d. caqh ; but the new 
tax w,is a shilling cadi on all over fiftoen. 

This caused great discontemt, ami the commohs tdl dJ^cr the eajst 
and jiouili of England rose jii insurrection. The chief risings were 
Kiainif ofth® hi Essex, under a loader who calleil himself Jack 
peasants. Stfiiw, and in Kent, under one who took the name of 
Wat Tyler. Evcrywdioio (lie rcbelii Ijiirn t tlie manordiouscs 
in d’Pdeir to destroy tho rolls on winch the services due by the 
villeins were rccord<}<b and they kjlled every lawyer on ^vhom 
they could lay tlieir hands, ’flic j'ebcb from Essex and Kcid 
fji^ylterl London ; but the inou of Essex were pacifihd by promkes, 
and Ilichard himself won the goodwill of tho Kentish-men after 
their leader, Wat Tyler, had been killed by Walworth, the Lord 
Mayor. (The rebels demanded tliat customaiy sendees should te 
X>«^n(ts®fthe abolished, that the rent paid for the land, instead of 

sen icos, should l>e fourpcncc an acre, and tliafc 0 
should have liberty to buy aiyj .sell in fairs and markets.'^ l3:iesd 
demands were granted by the king; but when Parliament met,^ 
landowners refused to confirm tJic grant, on tlie gnnuul tliat ho 
ono had a right to dejM'ivc them of the services of their vifteht^ 
lit/practice, however, individual landlords were unable Id-euforco 
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tlio service?, otid the pea.satits’ revolt marks tho hcjjintung of a 

c^jiitury of great px^^ipjildfy for the Isi.hauruig4ditsec?. 

During tlio msfiirreetioii the tebeLs had Bhi5wn great hostility to 
John of Gaunt, who coutimicd, however, to h.ive much inthience till 


1585; iMit in thatyear KogerMartin>crJ Karl of March, 
fhcgraiidvjn of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, was declared 


John ofO^pvit. 


heir to tho throne, which, destroyed his hopes of tlic succession, 
and the next year he rc.ado an CApti/lliion to Spain, to proftocuto 
his right to Iho crown of Castile, which ho claimed through hw 
H'cond wife, the cider daughter of Tedro tlie Cruel, and remained 
there till 1580. 


During tho absence of John of (lannt, the govornment lay In tho 
hands of the council, in which Michael do la Tolo, Earl of Suffolk, 
had tho chief power, atid ills principal coiJeagucs Riwofa 
were Do Vero, Karl of Oj;for<l (afterwards (Tcatcd 
Dttko of Ireland), Kovili^nISl'cliUshop nf York, and Sir party. 
Simon Burley. Tl>o^Un<‘.il udvii^ed i>ca<;e, hut the nobles, headed 
by Thoom of Giji^slcr, oi^posed this policy, and naturally had 
the support oii|ftn>so who bad made money by tho war, and of 
the soldiers Wo would l(«c their occupation ff it wa» concluded. 

To defeat the plans of the council, (liotKOister and hLs friends in 
1386 demanded the du'^missal of Suffolk, For some time Ulchard 


resisted, but tlie opposition threatened him with the 
fate of Kdw'ard II.,%rid he was compelled to yield. A 
cotuicil of^^ileYen wajj tlien appointed as a commi^^sion, 
to «t for a y^r, and to regulate tho royal lioiuudiold 


betweoa th* 
peaco party 
ana the loircla 
appellaiitt 
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i Philippa s= IMinund Mortijiiti^r. Earl of 

ttohard IE, ; Mitrr.h (great-gwodaon 

1377-1399, of Ko^'cr Mortinicr, who 

was executed l3C(y;. 

Koger, 

Earl of March, 

d. Kiss. 
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ftiul tbo kifigdom. KicUftrd and got tbo judges to 

declare tbc council illcga]. .Upon thiSy the Puke of GloiieOater, Henry, 
Karl of l)crliy, son of »Jobn of Gaunt, and tlio Karp of Amndol, 
Nottingbajn, and Warwick, defeated the king's fri^^nds, under Do 
Yero, fttlladcot Bridge, in 1387. A Parliament, called iho Merciless, 
was thou summoned to meet in 1388, and the confederated lords 
aptieahHp of treason the king's favoiintos. Da Vero, Suffelk, Neville 
Arehhishop of York, Sir Simon Curley, and others. Some were 
executed and some bariit^hed, and the chief power fell into Urn 
bands of Gloucester. TIio next year, 1.381^, Ihcbard declared 
himself of age, and took tbc g<vvcrnineut into his own liamb. 

Richard’s reign was a time of great activity with the fjcllards. 
Wyclilfo died in l.’lS-t, but C'chard’s wife, Anne of Bohemia, was 
tlicir friend, and under tlioir infloenco Parliament 
Ti»ttiK>u«rd8. Statutes o^h-ovisors, Mortmain, and 

Praemuniro. Some even wished to g5l|||jrther, and d^'privo the 
Church of its property, aiul this naturally^||ylo the clcigy angry 
with llio court, and favoxtrahle to the party of tni^uoblea* 

fn 1389 John of Gaunt returned to KngUudJimd aRorwartls 
gave his snjiport to tho king, who obliged him ^ making bis 
children by Katharine Swynford legitimate, and 
having tho det-d confirmed by Parliament, lliese 
children were called Iho Beauforte, 

In 1394 Anne of Bohemia died, and in 13Gt5 Richard married 
Isabella, the sister of tho Pronch king, and made a trace with 
Franco for twenty-five years. This tnico was rllstastefitl >t0 
Gloucester and his fiieiids, who thwart€<l Richard by every mcanii in 
»uu of power, and be, on the other hhndj deterauh^^d 

Oiouooatemna to cnish them onco for all, and to rule as ho thought 
hisfrieudb. plana with great skill, 

won over the Karls of Derby and Nottingham to bis side, and then, 
in 1397, suddenly arrested the others and aocitsod them of treason, 
Anmdei was executed, and bis brother, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was banished. Warwick was imprisoned; but when Gkmccster 
should have been tried, it was announced that he had died ai Oakis. 
Ktety one believed that he had been murdered by order of faia nepl^'iir^ 
Having thus got rid of his opponents, Richard called a Parliam^i : 

^ To appeal k to deliberately ehar^ro. 


The Beaufort*. 
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at W(sitiiMiist«r. Oft p^e^not^s occasioTis the Commons had Ixsien 
fittong Ixjoanso thoy had Ix^eu snpporhnl jjy the poriiitTnentof 
miKtiiry power of the Tiobli?s; but now that tins was 
broken, Hicy were overawed by the king’s body-gtiard of Cheshire 
archera, and were compelled to amml the acta of the Mereileaa 
'Parllaineftt. At a second meelhig hdd at Shro.wsbory thoy gratiUnl 
the king customs for life, which deprived them of control over 
the purse, and chd<}gjjted their atithorify to eighteen of thch members^, 
who of course bdongod to tho king’s jjarly. 

it now scoincd as if Richard were absolute, find the next year ho 
fourid an oppoj turn'ty of getting rid of his only formidable opponents. 
A <][uaiTi:1'occurred betwcou the Duke of Hereford, Qnarteiof 
fcirmerly Bari of Derby, and the l.>uke of Norfolk, Hereford ana 
formerly Karl of Nottingham^ Thoy accused each 
other of treason, and as there was no evidence except their own 
word, the case was (h:ci;|J§d by single combat. However, when the 
%ht was to begin, Pochard stor-ped it, and gave soutence that 
Norfolk should bo banished for life, and Hereford for ten }"ears, 
which were afterwards reduced to seven. This was unjust, for 
both could hot ho guilty, and impolitic, for Hereford was by far 
the more xhingcrouB of iho Uvo. In bahtslnng them Richard stipu¬ 
lated that they should not oommonicalo with Archbishop Arundel; 
but he promised Ilcroford that ho Bhould not be deprived of any 
laud or goods whidfi camo to him by inheritance during his exile. 
However, wdthiu a short time news was brought that Roger 
'Mortimer, the hoir-opparent, had been killed in Ire- confiscation of 
land, and Richard, whoso extravaganco made him 
poor, was foolii^h enough to 8ei?:e tlie property of Bxpauitionto 
dohn of Gaunt, who had died shortly after his son’s ireUtad, 
exile, to provide fimSs for an cxpeditionijto that country. 

While iie was iii Ireland, the new Duke of Lan<mftter oarao 
back to Bn^ond and demanded the estates of Ids lAnciiAtar’a, 
father. All those who had favoured Gloucester, oiP »*voU. 
who were aggiieved by Richard’s arhitrar}’" govenmient, flocked to 
^' hia sfaii^rd; and the Duke of York, who hud been left as regent, 
offering no resistance, the whole country passed into the power of 
Lancaster. Meanwhile Richard was detained in Ireland by cpnltwry 
winds, and when he at lost landed in Wales, he found that i&e army 
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of AVeJiihnuni on ^%’lioni ho Iiail rcliol ha<] dispersctl lK*foro h^;^ 
.arrival- Ifo wan then hiekcd into surrenderiri:;^ himself iniv the 
liitnda of his cmi.sin, and a Parlianicnt, called under the hifiucneo of 
Lanoast<;r, after CDur.icrafin^ hia various arhitraiy acts, deposed him. 

Tho throne was then el.aiinod hy TIenry of LancaKtor, as the 
descendant of Henry IH, 11 is real claim rested on the ready con* 
Itjrone ciftimort sent of tho ch rfry. nohility, a»i<l commons of the realm, 
by i 4 (vnca«U'r. thought that tlio transference of tljo crown fiotn 
an extravagant and nrhitrary king to one wlio they hoheved could 
restore order, and 8vour<», them fron\ tlie evils of the lato govern- 
meut, way the best thing for tho country. 
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The Tudors, 




Mucli waa IiojhmI from K<!vvar(Vs nilc. Though dolicate, ho had 
given much *stii<Iy to^atVaira of state; hla aspirations were noble, 
innowof many points his views were sound, (Jnfortn- 

thoktn«r, nately, howover, all those hopes were blasted by tho 
ncw.ythat the young king was likely to fill irdo an early grave. 
No one knew wliat was the nature of his raaladv, but a terrible 
(.’Ough rarked his body, and hiH slnuncth st(>rtdily declined* His 
condition filled Nortlnniiborlund with fear, Tlio next sovereign, 
according to flic will of Henry VIIL, was to bo Mary, and lier 
Northiimbor- aeoi'.^sion jntant his min. In his c.\(remity North- 
laadBiUoL ninbcrland attempted a bold ganu;. Though MaryV 
accession w'as the wish of tho nation, he fonnc‘d a plan to set her 
aside; and as llu* council held the executive power, had under Uicir 
command a guard of one thousand men, and would have tho 
«'pportunity of a( ting first, he had some chance of success. His 
plan was to repluco Mary by her cousin, Lady Jane Grey, the 
granddaughter of ^lary of England, Ihudiess of Suffolk. Her ho 
Death of marricil to his fourth son, Lord GuU<lford Dudley. 
Ski ward VI. jcdward’.s consimt was won to tliis .arrangement, and 

he illegally made a will leaving tho crown to his cousin. After this? 


the king grew rapidly weaker, and in July, 1553, ho died. 
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THE KIXGS OF LANCASTEE AND YORK 



XI.—THE HOUSES OF YORK AND LANCASTER 


Kawanl III., I.r27 J.i77. 


Lionel, 


I I 

_, FalmuTul, of <iuimt t- I^lanohc 

PuVe of Claronce Dulvo of Vorli, (.tnl son), ! of I..anv‘:iS'tor. 
(2nd aon), d. 13«8. (ItU son), 1101, loW, 

1 


r 

PUihpjia, “ ICdnmnd Morti- 
d, lJ>l. I mor, Ivirl of 
Jklarch {tjreat- 
j;r.’iiidsoti of 
Tio^jcr Moititnor, 
who was 
executed 1330). 


in. Henry 
llotsjnir. 

1 


Kdnuind, 
Karl of March, 
U. l 


■ ~1 
Kotrer, 

Karl <‘f March, 
killed l.m 

_ I 

"1 


Honi*>' XV., 

-1 U3. 


I i I 1 

Ilonry V., Thoina?, .rohn, Humphrey, 
n 13 1122. Htike of J.>«ko Luke of 


XTcnry VI., 
U22 llol. 


i hircnoc, of lied- Glouecster, 
1J21. ford, 1440. 
d. ri2.5. 


Aunc Uichard, 

Karl of (’amhridj^o, 
executed lUo. 

Richard, Duke of X'ork, 
killed jU, Wakefield IJOO. 


E(Uv.ird, 

Iteko of X'ork 
(ehler son), 

killed at Agincourt 1415, 


I 


i I f 

Edward IV., George, Duke of Clarence, Richard III.,. 
HOl-HBd. CAccuted M7tl. 14«11-1185. 

J___ 

Edward V., Richard, Duke of York, KHzaUctli = Ucury YU. 
14i>3, supposed to have been murdered 
in the Tower Hsid, 



XII.'-SCOTTISH KINGS 


Robert Bruce, K'iOC -i;!'. 
^ _ } 


Davkl II., Marjr^rct “ AVjiInt tito : 




gvIK'rally 

Robert II.* i;V70~l 
1 


Robert III., Ut00-H06. K. 

I <J. 1120, 

James X., •■■ J.-ino flt'.'nifnrl, .MopI'kIi, 

MOti-MJi/. I |>, cti|itiire<l .it nomil<ion^ 

I d. 1120. 

James IT., l l€0. 

James III,, MOO- 118ft. 


XIII.—THE KINGS OF FRANCE, 1360-1615. 

John II., ]S0«-j;i‘)l. 


r 


1 


Charles V., K.itil-*1?)30. Philipj l)uk«’ ttt Burgimdy, 
* _ I_ cl. MOl, 

Charles VI.* T of Ode.ins, J<»lin, Dukft of Purj^undy, 
1380-1422. mufdvrtd 1407. ruur<lor<M.l UlO, 

I I at Blonicircnu. 

Charles VII,, CTuirhji, Duke of Orlc-nns, | 

1422-ilCl, canturcd at; Acincourt, Philip, Duke of Burgtiody, 
} grandfather nf d. 1407. 

IiOuls XI., Louis XII., I 

1461-1483. 14&8-15I0. Charles (the Bold), 

I Duke of Burgundy, 

Charles VIII., ^ 1177, 

1483-14^8, rn. Margaret, 

ihler of Kdtvard IV. 




CHAPTEU I. 


irsN-Rv IV., 1.W-1-UA . 14 vc.w';.. 

r» . . V r Mary do BuhuiK 

Bom loOO; iiiamcd, ^r rvr 

’ \ 11 U 3 , Joan of Navarre. 


Chif/ Chumdf'rs of th>i —Archbishop Annvl<fl, the Knrl of Xorth- 

umlierian*!, Henry Percy (llolspur), Owen (iicmlower, Thoina.8 Beau¬ 
fort, anU Henry lUaufotl, I'J^hoj) o£ W’incheiiU'r. 


Titfi firnt aot of ttio now gowmineiit was to impriROTi the late 
king. n<3 had still a goo<l many friends, and the Kart of Butl.nnd, 


XtQ))oUtoii In 
favour of 
XlK'.har(i. 


son of the I>uko of York, Uicliard's halMrothcrp, tlio 
Karls of Hnrdi)!.edoJi and Kent., and ttio Earl of SaJm- 
hury, entered into a oonspiraeViJn Ins favonr. Tbo 


plot was cither l<elnnod I v tljo 


Kart of .Hutlattd or detected t>y hi^J 


fiither, and Uwse wtio rebelled wero captured by the common 


Denth of 
SLlcbard.' 


people, \vl)o wero strong partisans of Hemy, 
chief result of the insmTcctiou was to cause the 


murder of lUehard. What was his exact fate ia^inknown* and this 
uncertainty served to keep alive reports that he was still hying) 
whi(di added much to Henry's difticiihies. . • 

Heniy’s success had been much furthered by the aasiataneo of 
tlio bishops, who had l>eea opposed to the Lollardjsm of Richard's 
ActD© iiomico court. They were rewarded, in 1401, by thO passing; 

C<w»bur«oao. of jh(; aot Be Heretu^o Cornburendo, which enabled, 
the ecclesiastical courts, oii tho eonvictioti of any one of . heresy 
to hand him over to the civil powers for execntiori. Thk act web ; 
passed by tho^lords at Die request of tho eJergj’*^, but Wilhoiit the 
consent of the Commons. TIjo first person executed for liere:^ was 
William Bawtre, at one time vicar of Lynn, in Koilblk. From thia 
time forward executions H’ere not unfrequent. They are notolieu 
mentioned by the chroiiickrs, but the expenses of burning a Imtetic 
occur firom time to time in the accounts of cities and boroughs* 
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Henry roou found himself in diCTicuItiea, boUi in Wales and 
Scotland. In Wales, Owen Glcinlowcr, wJio had formerly been 
in the service of liichard, raised a rebellion, taviigod ai«ttdcw«r*» 
the lowlands, and reiired for safety into Uie fastnesji^js rebeUtoi*. 
of tho country. These lactica made it very ditlieuU to ht-ir% Idm 
to little, and tlie young IMncc of W,dew, ^ whom tbo duly was 
entrusted, found the husk quite beyond his powers. 

With Scotland, since the release of David, the English had, on 
the whole, beya on fair terms, but llivliard had once, in 1385, 
invaded the, com dry, and in 1388 a battle bad .WArwith7,i 
been fought at Otterburn betwceti the rivar border 8coti«.M(i.j 
lords, Fercy .and Douglas. Now, howover, iJio Scots refused to 
ocknowkidge Henry, so ho attacked them. With a powerful arniy 
he advanced to I-cith and burnt the town; but the Scots refused 
to be drawn into a pitcln^d battle, an4 the KngJLsh, havujg consumed 
their provisions, retunicd homo without glory. The conduct of the 
war was left to Percy, Eurl of Noithuijjberland, and bin son Henry, 
BUmacacd Hotspur. In 1402 the Scots W'oro beaten at Ncsbit Moor 
and at Hoinildon ^lill, where the PcrcicH were fortunnto enough 
to tako prisoners tlie Karl of Douglas a^id Murdoch, Karl of Fife, 
thosou of the Duke of Allniny, brother of tlie ScoUish king. Henry, 
of course, , demanded pessci^sjOTi of tho piisoners, and this demand 
led to a quiirrch 

Although tjio Percies had been tho diief snpportei-s of Henry’s 
attempt agamst'Eichard, they complained Uiat the kifighad never 
repaid Hiem tlio sums they had advanced. More^iVer, uebenion of / 
Hotspur had married I'liizabeth Moitimer, the sister r 

of that Eogef who had been declared heir to Bichard IT. Her 
brother Edmund, t!»e guardian of Ilogcr’s children, who were kept 
by Henry in Windsor Castle, had beciwhikcn prisoner by Glendower, 
fttid Henry refuacd to do anything towards procuring hia ransoui. 
32iif.p^ited by these gmvanccs, thc-Pereics in 1403 f^onned a con- 
epiracy, into which they brouglit tlic Earl of Wliccsier, brother 
to tbo Earl of Northumberland, Douglas, Owen Glendower, and 
Mortimer. 

The great object of the conspirators was to join their forces^ so 
^Sdtspur and Dougbu? hurried to iho Welsh border, while Korthum- 
beiia®|i stayed behind to wait for an aiiny of Scots who weirb id Join 
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(he enterprise. IIi>tspnr had raised the men of Cheshire, who were 
Hftttieof devolo#! to the cause of Iticliard, and was close to 
.ehv©wwbx*;ry. Shrewsbury, tlio possession of which wowUl hare 
^;c(;^lrc<l his junction witJi Gleridower, wlieti tlenrv entered the tow'n 
htdi'fiT hirn. The next day an ohstinate hat tie was fought within sight 
of the waIIm, a*i<i while the fortunes of tlio day wroro yet doubtful, 
Hotspur fell hy a chance arrow, tlie rcdxd nnny was completely routed^ 
and Douglas and AVorcester were taken prit^oners. Worcester was at 
ortce executed, aud Henry inaiche«l noUh against Norlhurnbcrknd. 
'J'liat crafty nobleman, however, pretended that tho troo|>s ho had 
levied WTTC intended for the ling’s asdstance, and Henry found 
himself obliged to accept this explanation. 

Two years later, in 1105, another conspiracy was dla^:overcd; its 
leaders were Scropo, Archhishop of York, the cousin of one of 
Heripinonof HielianVs minisfeni, and Thomas Mowbray, Karl of 
Scropo Atia Nottingham, sen of the Duke of Noi folk whom Kicliard 

jttowbroy. banished, Tho insvirgcnts wove cutwlltod, not 

to say cheated, by John, the king’s third son, and wero both executed. 
Tho public execution of a prelate is noteworthy in the history of the 
Church, and shows Iiow' much tho rc.^pcct for the clergy had declined 
phico the days of Thomas Docket. 


I'ho Karl of Northumberland, who had sympathized with the 
rebels, escaped their fate by dying lo Scotland. For some time 
v&Uoi lie sought aid in lliat country ancFiii Wales, but in 
*iandftnd^or having raised a sraall army on his northern 

aiondower. estatcs, ho was th'fealftd and slain at Bramham Moor, 
near Tadcaster. During the whole of the reign Owen Glendower 
maintained himself in his fastuesBcs, and sonietimhs ventured to 
attack Iho English in tlic plains, and till his death in tho next reign 
he managed to prosen-e his uulepcndence. 

These troubles made Henry’s throne no enviable seat during the 
early years of his reign, but his ability enabled him to overcome 
Good fortunif of and by degrees ho became firmly seated. 

Heory abroad, poiluiio gave him great advantages in his relation 
to foreign conntrics. Scotland was distracted by the ambition of the 
Dnko of AlUany, the younger brother of the mad King Kohert III., 
whose >son Murdoch was iu Henry’s hands; and w’^hen Uie Scots 
60 ut James, Robert’s little son aud heir, to Fraitce to be out of 
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tlio way of his und<i'.<t violenc«», ho wan capturod oflf Flani- 
Viorougji Hoad hy the Kngh>h. Those two OjjiittureiS gave Henry a 
great ascendency in Stoilund, and in France cin^nrustrinoos w'cro 
tMpjaily favourable. In that country the iiul)e(dlity of tho king, 
Charles Vf., had allowed the riaftoa to be convulsed by a struggle 
l>etwccn tl»e rival houses of Bnrrmidy and Orleans. In 1107 the 
Duke of Orleans Wiis nniidto.ed, and four years later llenrj" assiwlctl 
the Bmguixlians against the revenge of tlie duke's followor.s. The 
next year ho changed sides, and sent his sou Clarciu'c to help the 
OrUninists, and in tins way ho was able to keep France weak. 

At home, however, Henry was totally umvblo to make head 

against the demands of Ida Parliament. Tlni oxtravaganco of 

Hichard luidleft the crown poorer than ever. Henry „ ,, 

^ , , , . . ^ OoTurtltotional 

feared to excite the country by asking for money, rui«of 
BO his only chance was to rule as u conotitiition,al 
J30vcrcjg7i- Accordingly, W'o iind the Commons in HOG insisting 
upon a proper audit of the accounts of tl(cir grants, and tho king 
in 1407 conceding the right of tlie Commons alorm to origiimtij 
money grants, and allowing [jcifect freedom of deliberation 011 such 
grants bctw'cen bolli Houses of Parliament. In 1404. tho king even, 
at tiie request of tho Common.^, named twonty-hvo membeifl of 
Parliament to be his great and continual council, and in 1400 and 
1410 Bimihir requests were made, fallowing that tho notion that 
ministers should chosen by conrultation between king and Parlia¬ 
ment^ which bad been stated under Kdward HL, was now being 
put into jiractioal effect. 

One great object of the Commons w^i.s to induce the king to 
conlkcato the property of tlie Church, whicli they propped 
assured tikn would serve to support a largo force of dtoenciowmant 
soldiers, and so give relief from iaxatiop; and it was 
only tlie friendship of the king to the Church which prevented them 
from carryiiig tliis policy into eflect. 

Another object was the abolition of retainers.. Iticse were men, 
often diebanded soldiers, who wore tho badge of some great lord 
and were bound to fight in his quarrels. They con- 
stituted a standing army for those wdio could afford 
to keep tliem, and were an incessant temptation to rebellion and 
private war. Three times during this reign tlie Parliament forbade 
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their TTiamtcnaucCj but the Ung was not strong enough to enforce 
the observance of lhe| 1 aw. 

Tlie chief stai'^arneri of the reign were Archbishop Anin^el, and 
Thonnis and Henry iJeaiifort, sons of John of (burnt by Katharine 
cio«eoftha Swynford. JXenry himself seems to have pitfcrrcrl 
roiim. Arundel; the Prince of Wales favoured the Bcanforts. 
Towards the close of the TC!lgn,Priaco Henry seems for some reason 
19 have lost the confidence of.hbi.fUhcr* In 1412 he was <hV.mWcrt! 
from the council, and the next year his^ younger brollicr Clarence 
was sent to lead the army in France, and at the sumo time Thomas 

j 

Beaufort was dismissed from the ofiice of chancellor. • There 13 
a tradition that the ]n'incc wished to seize the crovra before 
his father’s death. Perhaps ho had not shown snfTiekuit regard 
for his father's position; but the king’s health was so bad during 
tho latter yearn of bis roigh tbat ho could hardly attend to business, 
and ho died in 1413. 
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ITr.NitY V.. ;0 voarsV 

Born 1388; 1 i2i>. Katharmo of France. 

C/oV/ of the Ryfr/ii, —Archbi-Uon Arundel; Henry Beaufort, 
Hi!*hoj) of Whudicyter, nrtor\rur<!»» (.'ardinal; Sir dobn Oldoastle; 
Kicbarrl, Karl of 0».in)>ritIg<i * ami Tboma.s, Duke of Clnrenco* 


Wjuteatsb tnay Jiavc been Ucnry’« conduct a« Prince of Wales, 
on hi« ac(;c;?iiion he a't himself to Iw a tlioron<;lily kin". His 
tint act was to rnako Ilcarx^ Iiieauloft oh.nicclhu’, and Arundel 
returrjcd to his duties as Archbishv)!) of CantevVnirv. 

.Arundors first act was renew the pcrsccntion of the Lulknls, 
by htiackiiig thoir leader, »Sir Jolin OldcawStle, who was generally 
known, in riglit of Ida wife, as Lord Cobham. Ohlcafdlo i>or«ocution of 
was a good soldier and a personal friend of’ the king; x^oiiaro#. 
bnt Ilemy'e influcnco was not eriough to induce him to give up hk 
principles, so lio was fried for heresy, and condemned to be bumf by 
the civil powers, ^Morc the day came, however, lie managed to 


escape from the Tower, and for some years led a w’andering life, till 
bk capture and execution in 1417. Sliortly after his escape a 
rumour reached the king that a gi’cat meeting of f/ollardB was to be 
held in St. Gileses Fields, just outside tlio w^aIIs of London. Prompt 
measures wore taken; the gat^is were shot, and the country scoured 
by parties of horsemen. Some sixty or^eventy men were captured, 
who admitted that their leader was Sir Jofiu OldcaKtk}, These wore 


©xeeufed, and Henryk vigorous actions prevented the movement 
. from becoming serious. 

Tins trouble, coupk-d with the danger wdiich always existed I'rora 
the tarbiilence of the barons and their retainer!?, dcterininc'd Kehry 
his ambition by prosecuting tlio War with Benevaj df tw* 
by Which he hoped to distract the attention #vw»cii war. 
counfcpy from homo affairs, and also to turn into WVtiieful 
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duinnel tlie cik of bis iiunily subjocti?. Ills fatlior is &«k1 to 
have suggosted ll»is {iolicy, and ho was 8«p(>ortcd l»y tho tiatiou 
on much tlio aarno grounds as secured support for Edward Ilf. 
Ilenry himself had not a shadow of claim to tho Frerudi crown; for 
oven fhat of 1‘Mwaid III,, had as it waSjha<l clearly dc*scendc<l to 
tho lino of Mortimer; hut the moment was extremely favourable, 
for tho gtrtigglos ]>etwccn tho Burgundians and Orleariisfcs were 
still goiiig on, and ho hoped to gain tho sujiport of one or other 
of these parties. A<^cotdiugly, in 1414, lie laid formal claim to the 
French crown; and as hie denmnd was rejected, ho took the advice 
of Parlianiont and prepared fur an invasion of France. Tho Parlia¬ 
ment granted liberal supplio'^’, and tho English property of foreign 
monasteries ^vas Iiandcd over to the kirtg* An army was hired in 
the usual way, a duke roociving 13»\ 4*/. a day for his services, an 
archer C«/.; so that, as the ordinary wages of labourers w’as at this 
tim <5 4d., Henry had no dillloulty in getting troops. 

'When all was ready, a ‘‘Great Council” {i.c. a meeting of tho 
magnates without the inferior clergy and the Couimons) gave orders 
o&mbruiircvs tho wur should begin, and tho anny waa on the 

cox»«viracy. point of setting out from Southampton, when a plot 
was discovered against the king. Tho leaders wore Klehard, Earl of 
Cambridge, second son of Edmund, Buko of York, and husband 
of Anne, the sister and heiress of Edmund Mortiracr, Earl of March; 
and Lord Scropc, a relative of Archbishop Scropek Their plan was 
to place March on the throne. Tho loaders \vero both executo<! 
without disturbance, Tho Earl of Cambridge left behind him a eon, 
Kichard, of whom we shall hear more. 

From Southampton, Henry, with a force of twenty-four IbouMnrl 
archers and six thousand men-at-arms, sailed to Havre, landed 
8i«ir«br haid sicg<^ to Harfleur, and took it. Dysonteiy, 

Haxfieur. however, broke out in tho camp, and wdien a garrison 
had been told off for Uio defence of the town, Henry fomid that 
he had only nuis hundred men-at-arms and five thousand archers 
remaining efficient. 

With these he rashly detennined to march along tho coast to 
Calais* On their way the KtUo band suffered terrible privations, and 
Themarciito when they reached Blanchetaquo, where Edward III, 
Cftiait. jjjjj crossed the »Sommc, they found the ford guarded. 
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mui there was nothlrii^ for it but to niart?b np the river, in hopes of 
finding sotno inoaus of getting across. Dot aUfthe fonts aiul bridges 
were guanied, and it was not till the Knglisli had advanced almost 
to the souveo of the Soinmo that they Buccee»led in tuossu^ the 
river, and tjioy then f>uij(i that the cottstable of Franco, with Iho 
Duko of Orle.arjs, and a large army had barre<l tlio road to Calais at 
Agiricourt. Henry had no clioiee but to fight or surrender, so ho 



and l^is Uttio army faced tho French and prepared to make a brave 
resistance. 

The French arc sai<l to have outnumbered tho English by seven 
to one. They had no archers, but relied on their men-at-arms, 
tho great tK>dy of whom, as at Poitiers, fought Airaaffements 
on foot. Tlie constable was a bad general, and 
he drew op his men in such a fashion as to tlwow away all the 

t 
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advantflgo wbich bis numbers gave him. At the point chosen for 
tlio fight the road raio between two woods, and the constable drew 
np Ills forces in tlrree divisions, one behind the other, the front 
fit retching from wood to wrood. Tho rcBtdt of this plan was that 
tho front of the first division was only equal in length to that of the 
English, so that tho French gave up all chance of outfianking 
their opponents. Had the field of baflle been an o|)en plain, tho 
long lines of Fi'cncbmen might have wdieeled completely round tho 
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little English army. Moreover, as tho French had no archers, only 
their front rank could fight haud-to-hand at a given timd j whjlo 
tho English, in open order, could from a distanco pour their aTO%$. 
on tho mass bf unresisting Frenchmen, In addition to this, the 
ground where tlie French stood was newly harrowed, and the 
men-at-aniw in Uieir heavy armour sank knee^deep in the mudif 
Henry fiilly expected that the French would make Utc attack, and 
ordered each archer to provide himself with a long stake pointed 
at the end, which he was to stick'in the ground before him aa a 
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against tlio cavalry; l-ut so conlnleiit did hn feel in tlio 
etcadiiieisa of liis arcbor#^ that bo vcninrcd toj^oiaoh from bis force 
t wo bodies of men-at-anm^, who \Y<?ro to creep round tlic woods and 
attack the French flank at tbo critical rnoincid. 

When tliO battle began, Henry found tbar. the Frcncli meant to 
standi on the defensive. He tliorofi>ro ordered bla men to attack 
tbo huge FiTnch anuy. Carrying their stakes, tbo 
archers advanced, and when well witbiii range 
planted them in the ground, and quietly sent tludr <lendly arrows 
omong the crowd of standing Frenchmen. Sooii the dying men 
and struggling lionjos threw the firnt divi-don into confusion, and 
then tlie English, sliriging their bows behind Ihom, mshed fiwoni 
in Imnd upon the struggling mass. The first diviMion was utterly 
routed, arul forced to fill back on tlic second. A similar manmuvre 
diBComflted that too, and then the English, confident of victory, 
marched to attack tbo third. At that moment a cry was raised 
that they vrcrc being attacked in the rear. The alarm was false, 
but Uio mistako was not discovered till orders liad Ix^en given to 
kill tho prisonero, lest they should take advantage of the ^danger 
to turn upon their captors. Then the* third lino w*as attacked, and 
a chargo In flank completed ite deslntctipn. 

The constable of France and the Count of Ahn^on were killed, 
Dukes of Orleans and Bourbon M'ero taken priwoners. Over¬ 
joyed at their sne^bss, the English lost no time in nmuitotth^ 
marching to Calais and returning to England. Henry ^ttio. 
waa received with tumultuous rejoicings, and Parliament, forgetting 
the importance of controlling the purse, voted him in gratitmle 
6 tax on wool and leather, not for a fixed time, but for life. 

The next year Henry entered into a formal alliance with John, 
Duke of Buigundy, w!io since the battle v>f Agiucourt w^winvation 
had had ttie chief power in X^rance, and in 1417 ho ofFmnee. 
a£^!n invaded bTorroandy. The Norman towns fell fast before him, 
and in 1419 Bouen, the capital, was taken. 

Danger now made the French factions unite, 
queen^ with her daughter Katharine, had l>een on the 
M4e ^ ihe Buigundians, and Charles, the daupliin, 
hn that hf tbo Orle^^ but hopes were nenv 
entettafaed that a reconciliation mkcht bo effected, < 
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iJioctin*^ was arrangf d bolwcen the Duke of BurguuAy and tbo 
dauphin at th(s l)rldj|e of Montercau-Rur-Yonnc. Tfiere a dreadful 
orinui was coniruittcd, for the followers of the dauphin, pressing into 
the uoodon cage reserved for the conference, murdered the duke. 

Tins crime was a gross bhuulor, for the duko’a son Bhilip and tfjo 
Frtujch queen threw themselves hito the arms of the Knglish, and 
Treaty of ‘ agreement was made lliat Henry should marry 
Troye*. Katharine, and become King of Franco on tJic 
death of Charles. In the mean time be was to act Ilegcnt of the 
realm, and levy war on the danplun. This anangoment, made in 
1420, is known as the treaty of Troyes. Ilemy at onco married 
Katharine, and rvas received in Paris .as heir to the throne, and 
then returned to Kiiglaml, leaving his brother Clarence to manage 
uffairs in France. 

Meiuiwhilti the daiijdnn liad gathered to his etamlard the forces 
of the south of Fniuc<’, where the Armagnacs, as the Orlcaniste are 
Aiuariceofthe oftcn Called, were strongest; and called to Ins aid the 
Soots, wlio, as was usual during tins wmr, invaded 
Defeat of 4h'* north of 1-higland, and also sent troops to France, 

BcftUBc. Clarence w’aa foolish enough to attempt to surprise 

the allied army by leaving his archers behind and rapidly mardiing 
with ineu-at*arm8 only to Beaugd. There he met with a seWre 
defeat, and w'as himself killed, in 142r. 

To repair this disaster Henry Imrriod back ^“rom England and 
besieged Mcaux, a strong fortress near Paris. This ho took after a 
Death of elfoi t, lu 1421, Tho same year a son was born 

Henry. ’W'indsorj but before Ilcnry could return, 

an attack of dysentery, then the .scourge of armies, put an end to his 
life, in the thirty-fourth year of his age, and the ninth of his reign. 

Honry Yds charaeler has been much pmised. There is ho 
question that ho was a great warrior and an able man; but be 
was terribly severe to the Lollards, and his ambition cost Englaml 
many lives aiil much misery. A chronicler says of him, ** He had 
been of high and great courage, valiant, in arms, prudent, sage, 
great in justice, who without respect of persona did right for small 
atid great. Ho was feared and revered of his relations, subjects, 
and neighbours*** 
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Rorn 1421; inanicd, 1445, HargAret of Aojon, 


of fV /iVji 7 }|, --John, Duke of lleJfonl ; Humphrey, 
Duke of (tloucertter; rarJtnftl Jeanne D/irc; William Je la 

Pole, IvArl of .SulTolk ; KieJtard, Duke of York; John, Karl of Somer¬ 
set; auJ Kdnuind, Duke of Snmeri»et; KieharJ Neviilc, I’/ir! of Salis¬ 
bury ; and hia .son Uichard NHivilU', JCirl of Warwick (the kiug>inaker). 


Uknhy'.S Htllo s<ni waa v«ily nine rnoatlu^. fjhl \vhott hin fulbcT (liuO,. 
so iho chief power roMtod in the hnn^hi of tlio co'uneil, arol it waft 
armngotl that his nticlc, ' 101111 , Dnkc of Ihnlfonl, shonM Arran»eineat« 
ho protector of the realm, hut that in liis aUsenoo niinority*<rf the 
numphrey, I hike of (riouc'. stor, shouhl hold that kia*r. 
position, and he tho king';! chief cuunsellor. A» a nih;?, Bedford 
was busy in France, so that (.iloncest<*r had the chief power, and 
next to him stood Ficaiifort, Bishop of Wiindu slcj-. 


The late king wished the rcgo.iu^y of Franco to he held by the 
Duke of Burgundy; hut timt prince dodiiiicd it, an<l the post fell 
to the lot of Jkalford. I hike of Bctlford, was a Biiafoni'# 

man of noble character. lie was thoroughly dis^ ftiiittnc®. 
interested, and, though he was not as brilliant as the late king;, he 
combined Henry’s solid tiilcnts with somo of the nohloness of 
character which distinguished the Black Friiico.. His llret caro 
was to secure the English dominions from attack, TPlie English 
territory north of the Loire was something in the fo|m of a wedgo 
driven from the sea-coast into the centre of France, and having its 
point at Paris. To secure tlie sides of this w'cdge, Bedford drew 
close his alliance with Burgundy in the east and Brittany in the 
west, and, to strengthen the union, he and Arthur of Richemont, 
the brother of the Duke of Brittany, married sisters of tlio Duke 
of Burgundy, 
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Two battles secured bis coinmuiucatipn with those allies. Crev<uiit> 
ill 1423, drove thflrf*’reueh out of tho district l>otweon Paris aticl 
ciovftntand Burgundy, and Verncuil, in 1424, cleared the district 
vernaaJi. hetwccii Paris ami Briltanv, so that tho French were 
forced to conOno themselves to the hinds south of the river Loire. 
To deprivo tho French of Scottish aid, .JaTiiss, King of Scolland, was 
released and sent home with an Fugli^^h wife, Jane Beaufort, gratnL 
(Lnighter of John of Gaunt. (Son p. 152). 

{^Unfortunately, the iitd.coilo Charles YI. died in 1422, very soon 
after Henry, and this deprived tho Frigli^.h of the pretence of being 
FoUy of allies of the French king, and made the daiiplmi, 

oioucMtor. now Cliarlcs VII., the riglxtful ofiainpion oftlie French 
ivauso, A worsfj blow still w**s fitmek at the English power by the 
folly of the Uuko of Gloueostcr. That nobleman married Jacquolme 
of Hainault, the ilivovocd wife of a r(?lation of the Duke of Buigmidy. 
She hud exteuaive lands in the Kethorlaiuls, to wlueh tlio Duke of 
Burgundy hoped to succet'd; and as Gloucester tried to push hia 
wife’s elaijns hy anna, tho Puke of Burgundy’s /rfondship for 
Kngland iijiturully cooled. At home, l<) 0 , Gloucester caused trouble 
by qtiarrcliing with his uncle Beaufort, and Bedford had to com© 
over to England to arrange their diiTeronccs. 

Tho old difliculties which had caused tha loss of Franco in Uie 
time of Edward Ilf. now began to tell upon tho English, Mon and 
einffAof inonoy were irioro dilVicult to get, while the French 
Orieana. given up thcir feudal annies and had hired pro- 

feesitiiial soldiers, after tho EnglLsli fashion. The great want of Bie 
FrcuicU was onthnsiu.sm and belief in their own power, ant! this was 
hTjpph'ed aa follows. In 1428 Bedford decided’*to lay siege, Jo 

Grlenns. This towi lies on tho nortli bank of the river X4)ir(h 

_ ’ . >_ 

and, therefore, acted aa a h'ato by which tlic French might, at any 
tiino enter tho English territory4 In tho aiogo the Euglfeh 
unlucky fror^. the fimt. One of their best generab, tho Earl of 
Salisbaiy, wai killed hy a cannon-shot while ho was oxamlnlhg 
the defences, and though at Rouvray Sir Jolin Fastolf clererjiy beat 
off a party of French who attacked a convoy of honings ondet 
his charge, the siege made slow pi-ogress. 

Just at tliis moment tliere arrived in Charleab camp a p^ahk 
girl of Pomremy, Jeanne Parc, who was filled with a genfrouif 
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onthasiAsm for her coimlryj aud assured Charlea that, if sho woro 
allowed to lead the 8oldior«, sho would fiiso the ' ^ 

« , J'MiuiQ lOarc. 

siei^c and tnuniph to bo crowned at 

ItlieimB, hko oU tho French kings before him. 'riio appeavanco 
of Jeanne gave just tho spark of outhusiasm tiuit was needed \ tho 
French tinder her wore a match for tho English, and dn>vo tJieni 
from Orleans. Tho ICarl of Suft'olk was captnred at Jar^au; Sir 
John Talbot was defeated and taken at Putay; and within Oio 
year Charles VTI. was crowned at liheiins. The elTort, however, 
died away; the Maid of Orleans was captured and bund as a heretic, 
and seven yeap elapsed before the French made any farther progress 
in their ciTort« to rid themselves of the invaders. 

At homo the most important event of tho time was tlie passing 
of an act of Parliament, in 1430, to restrict the right of voting for 
knigbtH of Uio shire to persons possessing freeholds in forty- 
tlie shire to tho value of forty shillings a year, Py ahniinar 
this act all copyholders and villeins wore disfraii- freeUoWcre. 

chisod, and ttm forty-shilling freehoMers were the only voters for 
the counties till the Ilefomi Pill of 1832. 

UnfortunaUdy, in 1433 Bedford himself made a great mistake. 
Hia Burgundian wife died, and he very soon afterwards married 
Jacqnetta of Luxemburg, the sister of the Count of auArr«i witu 
St. Pol. The lands of this nobloiuan lay between tho 
poi?$e83ions of BiH-gundy and those of Franco, and he was in tho 
^bit of playing off one against the other; tho consequence was 
that the Puke of Burgundy becamo estranged from Bedford, and 
prepared to go over to the side cf Charles Vll. To make matters 
worse, Be^lford^s health declined, and he was less able to conduct 
the dilEcult struggle. Under these clrcnmetanc<?8, in 1435 tlie pope 
arranged a congress at Arras to tiy aad bring al>out peace. Most 
of tho^Furopcan states sent ambassadors, and the Duke of Bnigundy 
a^retly agr^ that, if the English did j^t accept tho French terms, 
ho would take up arms against them* 'llic FrencfAffercd to give 
the l^glish Normandy and Guienne in exchange for iiwitbof 
thoir claim on tho French crown. These terras were »«<*rpra. 
refused. Bui^tindy joined the French, and at the same moment 
Bedford, worn out by overwork and disappointment, died at Boueil^^ 

. Bedford was succeeded by Biobard, Duke of York, .ebn Of the 
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Karl of C.inibiU^^c, who had been executed in 1415. He was an 
able luan, hut was un|^b]e to cope with tlio united niirgundinns and 
French, who now presKcd heavily on the Kni^di-ih. Fans was abnU' 
doned in 1440, and the Kiiglish with diilicully maintained t?»etn- 
Felvo« in Xonnundy. In hopes of diviilin;; the French, tho Duke 
of OrlcanK, captured at Agincourf, was released in 1-140; but the 
plan Jmd no buccess. 

During these years the chief power in Kngland lay in the liands 
of Gloucester and 1 >oaufort. They wore constantly at variance, and 
Q\iarrei« tn tue taxed Hcdfonrh' powtMS to ker-p the peace. In 

royal family. 1426 Dcaufort. was iiuido rt cardinal, which gave 
GloucoKter n fresh opportunity for attacking lu’m, but Parliament 
granted him a dispensation from tlio Statute of Praemunire, which 
he had broken by receiving an Ajjpointnient from Home. Ah the 
war went on, two parlies appeared in Kugland, ono for peace,”the 
other for war, I’cdford had l>cen w'i.shful for peace, and Beanfoit 
supported his views; but Gloucester, wu'th (he young nobles and 
professional soivliers, took the opposite side. Gloucester was a 
popular man, and had a repuUtiou for chivalry which gained l«m 
the title of “Good,” but it is Jiard to sco why ho deserved it. To 
the tuuno party us the cardinal belonged Ids nephew's, John Beau¬ 
fort,* Diiko of Somerset, 'wlio died in 1444, leaving aa only 
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ilaughtcr, Marjarot^ ninl l\is bryLlior Edmuiul, who, aftor his death, 
liucccodetl to llie title. Another adherent wf|t AVilltam do la Polo, 
I'^vrl of Suftolk, grandson of the njiriist«'r of Ih'chnrd II. When 
Heniy grew nj>, hia gcntlo disposition led Iiiin to tuko tho same 
tside, so that thero w'aa thus funned a court party ia favour of 
peace, and an opposition, or noblcman’e party, in favour of ivar. 

In 1445 tho peace party carried out a groat stroke of policy 
by negolkiting a mariiagc helween ITonry and Margaret of Anjoti, 
ilio daughter of Bend, Count of At)ioti and Maine, and Ktri^r’s 
niece of the French queen. It was hoped that this warriago, 

w'ould lead lo peace, and, to pave the way, the Knglish gave tip to 
Kcnd the counties of Anjou and Maine, \vhi«:h had been long in their 
hands. This maitiago twas arranged by the Karl of Suflblk, who 
lirought over the young queen; and, tliough he was thaiik<xl for his 
services by Parliament, the stop was so hatexl in tlio country that 
it was tlie beginning of SiilTf.'lk’s unpopularity. Margaret was a 
woman of groat force and impetuosity; she soon acquired a com- 
plotd ascendency over tlic mind of Henry, and as sbo reposed 
coijfideiico in Sunidkjhe gained discrcdii; for any mitdakCH that were 
made, csi>ecial]y as Cardinal De.mfort was now an oM man. 

Of course the power of Sulfolk was viewed with jealousy by 
Gloucceter, and in 1447, at the Parliament of Bury St. KdmumJs, 
the court party dctenninerl to slrike a blow at their . 

Opponents by arreiAing Gloucester on a cliargc of higli death or 
treason. This vras carried out, and five days after 
his arre.st Gloncester died in prison. As his heallli was wretched, 
there is every reason to suppoao that his death was due to natural 
causes, but at the time it was generally believed that ho had been 
murdered. Henry had as yet no children, so 
Htcbard, Duke of York, as representativj of the elder h«iiTtoth» 
line of the descendants of Kdward HI. (sec pedigree 
XL), became heir-apparent to the throne, and he also succeeded 
Gloucester as leader of the opposition. The saiuc^ycar Cardinal 
Beaufort died, and Somerset and Sufl'olk w'ero the ino.st prorninerit 
men left about the court. 

Meanwhile things began to look very black in France. Brittany 
had joined tlic Frcndi, the English had been driven B*pi4)o** 
from Rouen in 144D, and in the north Baycnx, Caen, 
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aii'l Cherbourg were lost in 1450^ and Calais alone remained m 
.Eugllsh hands. 

At home the Jicavy drain of men and money had begun to tell; 
the government had hard work to get finids to pny tlic troops, or 

solijiors to rej^lAco those who )iad (Gallon, 
condition of Thc powcr of the kiiig was Ro weak that frightftil 
thocountry. existed in the country. There was no 

reaptK't for the law among tho great nobles. In Norfolk a gentle¬ 
man named John Taston obfaiiu'd a house and property in a lawsuit. 
The defeated suitor, Lord Aluloyns, wlio (piilo unjustly churned the 


manor of Gresham, collected, a foroo of ono tliousand men, and 
attacked tho house whilo tho owner w'tw away, taking tho beanis 
from under tho b*;Mlroom of hw wife to imiko her leavo tho place. 
In the north the Pcrcic:? and thc N’cvilles were carrying on ft pmoito 
war of tlicir own, and tho wdiolo country was in disorder, Kvory* 
tiling showed the need of a change. 

In this state of artUiis Snftulk’s rule became most unpopular, and 
In several places riots oecnrre»l. In one of those, Molcyns, Bisliop 
of Chichester, who had gone down to Portsmouth to 
F&n of Suffolk, saih>rs a portion of their pay instead of tho 

W'holo, was murdered; and andther minister, Ascough, Bishop of 
Salisbury, was seized in his own dioceso, and murdered At Ediogton^ 
in Wiltsliire. Between these two events an attack was made in 
Parliament on Suffolk liimaelf. He was impeached; but, having 
thrown himself on tho king’s mercy, was banished for fivo years* 
This did not satisfy his enemies, and on his way to Calais the ship 
was boarded, and ho was taken out of it; and shortly aflerwarda ho 
was taken on boanl a small boat an<l beheaded, ahd his body was 
flung on the shore of Sent. r 

Immediately after the cUath of Suffolk, the Kenflshmett tp|e in 
arms, under Jack Cade, an Irwliiuan who had been a rehitu^ 

I o<ha«*s Thomas I>acre, but who gave out tlmt his name was 
;r«uemoa, ^Mortimer, and tliat ho was a cousin of the Duke of 
York. Followers flocked to his banner from Surrey and Sussex as 
regularly as though Uio militia had been called out» and with a JatgCi 
force he marched on London, proclaiming that he was going to set 
right the grievances of tlie common people and reform the goverxi* 
mehi. A force that was sent against him, under Sltr'^Humphrc^ 
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and William wa^ itijuted at Sovenoaks. Tlio king uii* 

wisely witkdxew to Coventry, ami Cadoiontered 
London without opposition* There tho rebe& scize^l 
Lord Say, another of Saffolk’a ministorSj ami beheaded him; and 
the same liite befell the sheiifT of Kent. The disorderly conauct of 
the febek roused the anger of the Londoners, and a fierco battle 
wa» fought on London Bridge. In Uvis the Lomloiiore got the 
better. Cade's men began to doj^palr of success, and accepted 
tKc terms which wero offered by the government. The rebel army 
dkpersed, bnt Cado hhnsclf kepi a few followers, and retreated into 
Kenfci wliithcr he was pur3uc<l by Iden, tlio new eherilf, captured, 
and summarily exoculcd. Hb liead was placed on London Bridge, 
and it is said that it wOvS the Uventy-fom th which had boon placed 
ihero wiUnn tho year. 

In tlib way »SuffoIk and his supportern, kloloyna, Ascough, 
and Lord Say, had been disposed of; but the government still 
remained in the hands of Edmond Beaufort, who was 
supported by the queen, Percy, Earl of Northumber- aTforaiat 
land, and Lord ClOT^rd, while tho Duke of York was 
assisted by Lord Sallttbury and his son, who was, by right of hia 
wife, Earl of Warwick. In our Aixyn these noblejuon would have 
brought £r motion of want of confidence against the ininiatiy; but 
thoB‘ it w'as hard to get rid of an unpopular minister except by 
Impeacldng him,•or murdering him, or by successful iiisun’oction 
agaimst the king. For in those days tho ku^g and not tho ministry 
Was. rogarded a-s responsible for the government of tho country. As 
each of fheso nobles was at tho head of a baud of retaiuors, any 
attempt to appeal to force was certaiu to lead to civil war. 

The hope of York’s friends was that Henry would die wdthout 
xhti^ren) in which ease York woul<l#have had tho best claim to 
;ii^cceed to the Chtonc; and in 1451 they tried to get QxMmt 
d^arBament to declare Mm tho king’s heir, but tho betwwnTork 
|»^o«aI was not carried oat. la 1452 York colleetot •vm^rter* 
an army, and denmnded tho dismissal of Somemet (Edmtmd Beati- 
. :^ie king ordered Somerset’s arrast, on which York disbanded 
ilia followers, bnt was in hie turn arrested and compelled to swear 
aJlegjanoc to Henry. 

- WMIe •Somerset" and York wart quarrelling in Knghmd, matteni 
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lad been going from bad to worse in France, Normandy had been 
nltogcMier lost^ but llie Knglisii were atiii struggling 

or JP^ancoir -,* •j^if i 

to relam j)o»Hessioii of the soutucTU provinces, Iho 
stmg^Ie did not last long; Gnienrie and Gascony were lost in 1451, 
and in 1455, in an attempt to recover them, Talbot, Knrl of 
JSiirewslmvy, tho best general the KngiiNli lad, was killed with lia 
pon in the battle of Chatillon, and tlie loss of all France but Cabii.3 
immediately followed. 

llioso disasters were ascribed by tho nation to tho incapacity of 
.Somerset, and to some extetit they w^re right, ireiiry had no idea 
WeakneMof being a do^pot like Itiehard 11.; but he wa» in- 
thokinr, capable himself, and was nnfortunato in not being 
aided by capable friends. Ho was not unjust, but Itc was not strong 
enougb to enforco justice; and consequently those who smarted 
imdt^r the loss of France, or wore ruined by the loss of their tjadc 
with Guienue—to which country we sent our wool in exchange (<jr 
\vinc—or who wislicd for a minister w'ho could enforce law and order, 
were prcparetl to force Henry to put York in SornerseFs place. 

Almost at tho same time that tho defeat in Guiehno occun’od, 
Homy was taken ill. Perhaps ho was tainted with tho madness of 
iun««aof his grandfather, Charles of Franco; but, bo this as it 
Henry. illness CQmT>letcUMtrset Uie b alance of his 


I Birth of« 
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mind, and mndo him for a time an 1(1161 ^" ABout three months 
I Birth of « seizure lus wife boro a sSn, who was called 

J Prince of Kdward. These events altered the state of affairs. 

V t\. \ A 

Idllh of ft priii CflL destroyed York’s hope of 
succc.ssion, but the madness of tho king made a protector fof the 
kingdom necessary, and in 1454 the lords chose hiinlo fill the place. 
In making this appointment, the lords were careful to sayHiat 
notliing was to prejudice thon ights of the little prince. 

No sooner was tho king’s support withdrawn than Somerset was 
thrown into prison; but tho next year, 1455, Henry recovered, 
BcffirxDihjp of w'as dismissed, and Somerset was released and 
ih«eivuwar. restored to influence^ To get rid of him, York, 
Salisbxiry, and Warwick called their supporters together, and marched 
FintbatUdof l<<ondon. Somerset, with the king, marched 
St. Albans. ^ as St Albans, on the Watling 

Street, and there the first battle of the Wars of tho Boses was 
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fonght, M^y, 1455. lu the light the I^ano^i'5tn*ans wero beaten, t’lo 
Duke of Soinei'sot, the Karl of NoithuinberUyi!, and Lord ClitTord 
were slain, and Henry himself was taken pr/sonor. The result of 
tho battle was to destroy the old party of Somerset and Henry had 
no clioice Imt to receives York into his conucils. Tise king's^nind 
was now thoroughly woiiken<?d, and in November he was again 
insane. York again became protector till tho king's restoration to 
health in li5G. For sonio time peace w.w inaintiined, and the 
ropre^entatives of each party went in procesidon to St. Fatil's, to 
pray for tho souls of those dain at St. Alban’s* Uriforf.uiuilely 
Margaret took Sornen^et’s place as York’s antagonlrtt, a?ul her action 
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broiiglit on a I'cncwul of tho war. 

In 1450 Lord-Salisibury was marching witli his retainers from 
Middlehani Ciu>tle in Yorkshire, to Ludlow in Shropshire, I In* 
principal seat of tho Duke of York, when the qiioeu 
sent Lord Audlcy to arrc.st him. Loi’<l Audley was 
beaten off and killed at the battle of lllorolicath, and 
then tho Earls of Salisbury and Warwick joined York 
at Ludlow. Henry marched on that town, and a battlo was 
expected, when panic i^ci/.cd the Yorkist ranks and tho rebel army 
fled in all directions. York took refuge in Ireland, panjoat 
whore lie had onco been deputy. Salisbury and 
Warwick fled to Calais, of whicli town Warwick had been governor 
since tho battle Sr. Alban’s, and with Iheiri went young Edward, 
Earl of March, tho eldest son of llio Duke of York. 

The king then called a Parliament at Coverdry, and In it Yoik, 
Salisbury, Warwick, Match, and many of their followera, were 
attainted * by Att of Parliaracnt. This only served to Battlo of 
aggravate the Yorkist?, and the three earls made Northampton, 
their w’ay to Kent, seized London, '%’hero Salisbury was left as 
governor, and then iQorchcd on Coventry. The king met them at 
Northampton, July, 14G0, hut was again defeated, and a number of 
Lancastrian lords were slain. ♦ 


* A BUI of atlaiudor is a bill brought into Parliaraent for attainting, 
coudenmtng, and excK^uting a person for high troiwon. By Attainting i,« 
meant oorrupting the blood, so that the attainted person can neither possess 
nroperty, nor transmit it to his heirs. What he has is forfeited to the 
Crown. An attaint also followed upon a sentence in a court of law of 
death for treason or felony. An attainted {>ertfon was usually executed, 
but sometimes only the penalty of forfeiture Was enforced. 




The Yorkists iiow called a Parliament iit Loridon, and in this the 
Duke of York, as of Lancaster had done hoforo him, claimed 
^ 1 - , a— cro“wh, as the descendant of Lionel, Duke of 
kh« crown, an<* Clarcncc. Tho lords admitted tho cliuiii, but, im- 
willing to depose the son of Henry V., arranged a 
compromise, liy which Henry was to he king for life, and York was 


to succeed him. The Prince of Wales was ihovS passetl over. 

Henry had not been al>l<5 to say « word for his son, hnt Margaret 
conhl not. eubmit to sn<di an rxchisiori. In Iho north the J^ancas- 


Margaret 
ronewn tho 
war. 


Irians wore still powerful, and the queen, aided by 
(71ilTord, Somerset, and Northumberland (sons of the 
noMcmeri sliin at St. All.>ans\ and the Karl of 


Westruoro^ftnd, collected a powerful army, whicli utterly defeated 
Battio of York and Salishury at tlm battle of Wakeiiold. 

W'aic 6 fl«ici. Ytiero Y^ork was slain and SAlisbnry W'as taken and 

executed, and for a moment it seemed that tho tide had turned* 
Tho battle of Wakefield was Auight on December 29, and on 
February 3 tho Earl of March routed Jasper Tudor, Earl of 
iiattitf of Pembroke, Henry’s half-brother, at tho hattlo of 
**croiia!*^* Mortimer’s Cross, in Herefordshire. Mcanwldle tlio 
Becomi batti* marched south and beat Warwick at the second 

ofsvAiba»«. battle of St. Albans, February 17, rescued the king, 
and cleared Uio road to Ijoudon. It was a question whether Haigarct 
or Edward would now reach I^ondon first; but Ed#ard won the race, 
and on tho 28th of the same month he entered London, and was 
received by the citizens as king. From that moment Ids reign boghis.' 
Tho war which had begun in a struggle for tlie reins of govern* 
Tivai resulted in tlie overthrouT of tho Hou^ 

jros«a. 0 f i^ncaster and the placing on the throne of iW 
House of York. From tlje red and white roses wdiich were 
respectively adopted as the badges of Lanciiitd^ and 
YorkiEt% these wars aro ollen called the wars of the Hosesw** 
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KmvATa> IV., 14(51-1483 (22 years). .. 

Born HU ; married, 1464, Elixalitetli Woodville* 

Chxtf Chari^atiisof the lfeijn> —-I'he Ear! of Warwirk, and hiti krotljcr Jolrn 
Neville, >farqucs8 of Oeorfje, Duke of Clarence; Queen 

Margaret; Edmund, Puke of Somerset; Lord Kivors, 


Tiik tiew king did not wasto time over liis coronation, for the 
moment was favourable for Btriking a deciw've blow. Maigaret’s 
riide northerners had sacked St, AUwins, and their »out<?f 
crwelty and rapacity had roused tlie sontliorncrg to Marirarot, 

rally to lus standard. Ililhcito the people had taken little interest 
in the, war, and the battles had mostly been fought by the r«;talners, 
biii BOW (ho men of the rich countios of Kssox and Kent joined tlio 
Yorkist ranks, and with a powerful army Edward Battidoc 
took the northern road in pursuit of Margaret. At 
Ferrybridge he drove Ix>Td Cliflbrd from the hanks of the Aire, 
and made his waj* into the plain of York; and at 
TowtOn; between Pontefract and York, ho thorougldy Vowton. 
beat the Lancastrians ia a pitched battle. It is said that thirty- 
eight thousand corpses were buried on the field. This battle gave 
Edwatd tlio confpkte command of the great plain of York, which 
scented his power in llie north. Twice, with Scoilisli and French 
aid, Maigarci tried to rally; but at Hadgcley Moor 
and Hoxhai^j 1464, she was again defeated, and n«d<reierMofir 
ibreed to toko refuge at the court of her Cousin, **^J^***‘®^ 
Louis XL of France. Tlio next year, 14C5, Iloiify, who Iml 
eluded pursuit in I.ancashire and Westmoreland, was betrayed 
near Cliftero^ and imprisoned in tho Tower of London. 

In thc^ wars of tlio Boses, tho north, in which the feudal lords 
weito most poweiful, was Lafreastrian; the south, in which that 
ttoio tho wedth of tim eountiy was situate^ and in which the great 
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such fis Lon lion, Norwich, Bristol, and Oovcnhy, took tho 

Yorkidtuand Yorkist At Towton the townsiiicn fought 

I^anciuitrijxtui. their own lanuera'-tho “ Ship of BrKstt>l> 

tho '‘Black Kara'* of Covcntr.r. Wo may nhm.st ray that the 
fight^'UR one l)etw'ccn meflisevul and modern Flnglaiid, in which the 
power of tile old feudal families of tho north wan dovlnyod. 

Ldward had Imrdly suecceded in cruRhiiig the L iricastrians whan 
lie foimd himself involved in new diffictilties. Ilis great trouble was 
Wardrick’a his relation to Warwick, who had had so largo a 

policy. nharo in placing Ivlward on tho Ihrono that ho was 

cftlled tho ktng-makcT. That nobleman, who was exceedingly rich, 
SO that lie was ablo to maintaiu an army of robtiners, and who was 
also crafty and ambitious, cxpect<Ml to have considerable inHuenoe. 
IIo wished Kdward to marry a French lirinccss, and perhaps hoped 
to play throiigli her the part tluit Suffolk bad played through 
Slargaret of Anjou. 

This BChenio was defeated hy Kdw»ard'a falling in love tviib and 
marrying Kli/.abetli Woodvillo (daughter of Jac-|ucttn, of Luxem- 
iSciward’M burg, hy her secotid marriage with Uiohard Woodyille^ 
morriatfe. ftivors), tho wiclow of Grc}’', Lord F'errers of 

Grohy. Edward then began to promote his wife's rolatiorjiS, to the 
disgust of Warwick. A few years later ho married his sister 
Ithirgaret to the Duke of Burgundy, the mortal foo of Louis XL, 
King of France, • 

Meanwhile Warwick bided his time, and in 1469 he married his 
dangliter Isabella to George, Duke of Clarence, tho younger brother of 

conapiracr of detaching him from tiie king, llo also 

Warwick ana thought ho had found an opportunity of dethroning 
Clarence. ^ rebellion had just broken out in the 

north, and tlio rebels, marching to Banbury, defeated and killed 
Herbert Earl of Pembroke, at tho battle of Edgecdte. At the 
same time, another party seized Earl Rivers and his son, Sir John 
Woodville, aiffl beheaded them. These events deprived Edward 
of his supporters, and he fell for a time into the hands of W^arwick 
and Clarence, and wa.s confined in Middleham Castle, in Yorkshire. 
Warwick, however, soon found that Edward was too popular to be 
kept a prisoner, and ho was feleased about Christmas the same year. 
In the spring of 1470 a new insurrection broke out in Lincolnshire; 
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but tliH I’dvwtV'l cm-I'.tMUt near *S‘:n!i.u"‘n!, in a buttlo {ifli'rwards 


known and Warwick .nul ^laienco, leurijjg iliat. 

Kdw'ard^vcfigcntK'O woiiM fall on tlicn>, ik.-d fo I’ninco. 

Thc-ve tlun* cntoretl into a Icagno with -Alar,; a rot, (u marry her 
^xjm Ivlwunl to AVarwiclv’--. Anne, and to replaco ficury 

on the throJK’, and, aceoi'dingi}', in Soptcnihi’r, ld7L watwick'ii 

they landed at 1 and rnan h'.'d /aui^t «n»cc*t-8», 

F^lwar i. ’rhe king war' at nu;ic;»su;r, and a l>attlo was iimnsnent, 
when )te foimd t)>a! W,*T\vivk‘:'. hmiln-r, land Moiitagn, the victor at 
Jlcxlinin, ■whom he had hidna to Iniste.d, was a traitor. There w\ns 
nothing for it hut and he. Ohcaju'd hysea to his brother-iu‘la\v, 

Charlesi the Bold, I>nke of Bnrgundy, taking with him his younger 
Iwothcr Bichard. Duke wf tiluucvstor. Meatnvhilo the queen took 
sanctuary at AVestiniiister, where l.er eddes-.t .sun Iv.hvard waa honn 
Warwick then nnucdjcd to l.oudon, drew Jlenrv from the 'rowcj', 
ainl placed him on the throne. 

Edward did not l(;.»r»g f-;tay abroad; !ui got a litUo help from tho 
J.hike of Burgundy, mal, in 1471, latided at Tbivenspur, in Yorkhliiro, 
that he was roniing to regain his estates, Ketumof 
Numbers flocked to his standanl; and at Coventry Kdward. 

Ins brother Cfaronco, whu had naturally ch/ingod his inlnch since 
Wtuwdek had taken Ifenry'H aide, jolncil him. Thcjir combined 
forces inarrlied 0)i London, and took tho queen from itie sanctuary, 

Edward then tfb'ncd to face War\vt<?k, and heal him at th® 
Ivattlu of Btunct, wljcrc W{mvick was killed. Tim samo day 
Margaret, with a now antiv, landed at AYcyrnoulln Battle#of 
She had two courses open to her; one to march on Burma and 
London and reiJcne Ifcnry, the other to make her 
way through Wales to the north, districts in which the Lancastrians 
were etroiig. Edward moved to Windsor and forced Margaret to 
choose. She'*’ decided for Wales, and marched t-o Bristol. Tho 
hwesl bridge over the Severn was at Gloneestcr, but tliat town was 
Yorkist^ and she wj\s therefore forced to move on* Tewkesbury. 
There Edward caught her up, and in a terrible battle, in xvhich his 
broiler Ekharcl, the young Duke of Gloucester, led the atbsek, 
Margaret’s hopes were again shattered. Site remained a prisoner, 
lier son EdwaM |N^ife|lcd on the field, either in fight or in cold 
blood, and her siippbrtoi*, the Duke of Somerset, wus beheaded. 
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From Tc\v]v<;‘l‘m V Etl\va»«l nwrdKM] to London* .'\nd t)te <lav of 
hi^ entry .nnw the dcfith of Jh;nrv. \Vhot!t.?r he died ft natural 
i)oA<h of death ov wftri inurdorOil, is nnee itain. In after-times 
Honry vL Qlonecster was hlanjod f'*v the death of hoth Mievand 
eon- '<Star!:;aret wus, after a timOj handed over to th<i Ktng of France. 

Tn 1475 Kdwiird, in alliance with the Dnho of nur<jtitidy, crossed 
to Calais and invaded France. Louis‘XL, ho\v«>vor, waa anxtouH 

lAVftsrton of ned to iiwolvij France in w.ir, and made a treaty wItJi 
France. Edward at tiio hrid;^e of PoeqnLaiv. For a large 
Slim of inoitev and a voerlv lueisiom I^lwit/’d lurrccd t> releaftc 
Marg.aret and to retire to Mnahonl, while f eniis proirn'sed that the 
thtupliin shouhl marry Kdward’.s daui;id.er Khzaheth. 

Thnv, years later, in 1 i7ft, Ivlwnrd took an opportunity to 
execute Jiis hrothoi* Clarence, whom ho had never trn&ted since his 
Dr>nt.i>»of defoetion io W.irwtek; and in 14B3 Edwftivl died 
^^^jakhward'^^ somewhat tinoxpcetedly, at the age of forty-two. On 
Policy of Nvlsolo, Edward gained for iho country most of tho 

Ktiwatfiiv. results at which (he Yorkists aimed. During 
first ton years of Ids reign tlioro was not nnich irnproTement^ but 
after Iho fdl of Worwick, an<l the attainders and forfeiture of 
LaiiCOfitriaji property that fvdlowed the battle of Tewkesbury, tho 
mthics, w])o Jiad h(?en the. great causes of disorder, were either killed 


o0‘, or were so much impoverished that the difficulty of keeping »:mUir 
became much le;<s. Edward's strong nde was a great advantago to 
tho merchants and industrial cla.-ses who wanted peace and order, 
and had Ihcvefore supported the Yorkifd^; its opponent's were 
tho old noliility who h.M>ked back regretfully to the old state of 
things. Edward established a spy aystefn by which he well kso'^ 
what was going nil; he saw himself to tho administration of jn^tioe, ■ 
tried, hfe aftahility, to maVo friends witli the middle ela«$e», and^ 
in short, began the system which was continued by the Tudors^ fn 
which the sovereignB were tlie patrons of the commons hnt the 
enemies of the nobihty.' For this, however, the wealthy had bo 
p{iy; and Edward invented the system of benevolences, by which 
men of means were aeked of tlieir goodness to contrilmte to .th®^ 
needift of the goycm ment. As they did not dare to refuse, tfie plan wa4 
a distinct violation of tho principle that svippli^ Should bo voted 
by Pariiamept only, but it did uot m4et with any aoiivo reciistanoew 
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Fl>^VAtlD Vm V* UK'Uiiu-, A\inl Ui .luno'u 
Bonj 1 470, aid 118:5. 

C/oi'f Clhamckrs of (hv i)nk<\ *.( Gloiico-itfr; AritUony 

Loid Hiv^fifs; houi iJai-ilmt;* ; th« l>uko of BuckuJglmm, 

Thf* tlfjath of KdsvArd c:avc tlio thruiio t<> lut^ son, now 
reArs of ago. Kutlilnj? could W rn(jro alurmiocr to tho coinitrv 
tlwn the prospect of tinolhcr jniuorily like that of DanKcr^ora 
Plclmr<l n., or roon'o rccenriv 1h;\t of IRnrv VI. vainoAty. 

-i • •» . 

Woe to then, O land, when ibyking R a chihlf* avjjs a proverb well 
impressed Iw hard experience on tJiO Kri,4li>h mind, and there u mo 
wonder that an nttempt was soon made to lUposr.o him. 

Hardly was Edwird dead than n .*jtrnf.r.;:'lc V>ei;an. for tlie }*o.ssessioij 
of th*s reins of power. Of the wjnpctitiws the most important were, 
first, the family of Woodville, the rcIatioriH of the aunggie far 
<|neen, who had been pronnded l>y hhh.vard, to the power, 
disgust of Warwick and tlie old nohiliiy. '^J'heir Icadcrn were the 
t^ueen, her hrotboH Anthony Lord KivetH, and her sou Sir Richard 
Grey. Then came the old nr3l>ih’ty, of whorn the most inifM'jrtant were 
StalTord, Huke of niicklnghajn,! a descejidtmt of TlKonaa of Wood- 

1 OLNKALOOY OF THE ST.^FFORDS. 

Kiltntmd, rv; A one, dauijjhtc'r of Thorn as, Duke of (Roncciiteri 


fifth E^ci of Stafford, 


and griinddaiighter of Edward IIL 


Jlnihphroy, ^ 

mated thike of Buckingham, 
kilkd at Xortbampton l iOO. 

jitrey, Flart of Stafford, 
iri^^d at Si. AiEan*a 1^'55. 

} 

tttnni Doke of Buckingham, 
l^headiid US^. 

lidwardj Dnke ol BucklD^iim, 
h^heAdri'd 132L 


Sir Ueary Stafford, tn, Margaret, 
C'oimtcsA of Thchmood, 
mother of Hea/y 
YJL by her fimt 
htu»kmd« 
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yoliHi'Ost s,>nf f i’Mwanl lU.; Pi'ivy, V’arl "f Xuvthumbcrlaisdi 
aii'l I..or>l S<an1t‘y, of ^lari'an'rt, (buiyliti r of Julai, Puke of 

Xrxf to tio.'m stood tho It,.pin of tIj-* (’orjarit fnilbful to 
tlio of York, but 0 |>poscd fo the WoiaJvilk s. t}u3 riiosl notable 

of wlotfi) H'oro Williaru, I.onl IlastioLC-j oii«l John, Lord JlrAvorJ. 
Past oaiiio Itio’liavdj Puke of GlonccsTor, tlio youngrr brotbor of tli«3 
late Uiiiy, 

Iticbard bad bvcn a futlifol fiiood to l.-b l.r<,vtb.,‘r. A. irivro hoy 
diirin^jj the Oiirly wan;, ho ha<l, as a y< iiog in.-ui of twenty, profio. with 

Ilia br<)th*;r into oxilo. utmI hail tl:stiiiyin''hod hiiusolf 

Charaotorof , , , , , ' 1 r.i 1 ' i <:»• 

iiiciumi of by his valour at Ivano'.t aiMi 1 owKesbury. hiuoo 
QioiKester, been to IVi.'uco in 1 i7o, anil Jia-.l IntoJy 

been acting ns governor of the noi l.h of Kiiglantl, in which capacity 
lie hail earricMl on a war with Scutland in 1*178. lli« rule in the 
north had b(;cn good, and them he sci inM to have been deservedly 
popni.ir. Ho wai? a man of great nl-iliiy, but, like most of tho 
men of his time, quite nnserupuloun as to his means. Tim charge 

that he luid had u hand in tho death of both lletirv VP and his £0n 

was made wlnui Ilichard’s name was a !<utt for abuse, and it cannot 
bo either pruvi'd or dis]>roved. 

When tho king died, Hi vers and hi.s friends were in London witli 
Hastings, tho Ihiuco of Wales was at Ludlow, Gloucester at 

York, and Ihickinvham, Howard, ami Stanlnv wero 
©louccoter . r, ' 

mtuic m tho couriti*y. iho Woodvillc^^wore tho hrist to 

protector. They sent to Ludlow, and were escorting the 


young king to Lomlon, when they were met at Stony Stiatford by 
Gloucester and Puckitighum, wdio were makiiig common cause. 
These noblemen seii?od Lord Rivera and Sir Rudiard Grey, and sent 
them prisoners to the north, while they themselves marched wdth 
tho young king to London. There Gloucester was proclaimed 
protector of tlio kingdom, so that he liad the chief power in 
own liands. His next step was to get rid of Hastings, whom ho 
caused to be suddenly executed on a charge of conspiracy. 

He then boldly claimed the crow-n on tlio absurd ground that 
Edward's marriagb with Elkal^etli Woodville was illegal, becau^ 
Fall of be had already been betrothed to anotlier lady, 
Edw^ard V. t of ciaroficc’s children was barred 

by their father’s attainder. However, as in the case of Hen^ IV. 
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ouly a pretext was wantetl^ und as IJichard Imd already secured tlio 
power, Ilf; had little diflkuUy in the Jit le, of kin^^ llcforc 

tlieeiid of Jujio, a ho<ly of lonlvt ami ntliors to<.jk ofniu tiu*mH«.‘lvcs 
t'> otfer tliv crown to Kichard, which ho accepted ; and at th^^'iune 
time Rivers and Grey wore oKoonic'd at I\>tdefraet (.’uHtlo, in 
York^inre* 


fheiiAitn nr.. M83-14^.> (2 vc;ir>}. 

).Vnn l ijianicti, .1173, Amn;- Neville. 

i'utef uf th*- /jV-U cJiry oj flichniAnl; the Duke of I lurk-’ 

iaghumL’i.'iliiip Mort(>n i Iau '<1 fetiinley. 

lUctTART»'s aecoS'^ioii f?eenis lo h.ive heem received l»y the nation 
wiihoot surprho. If wu,;? a relief from tlic’ daitt^ors of a lon^ inhmritj, 

and his .e;o(al njputation in YorkHhiro promised that niehani'a 
lift would make a siiocet.sfnl king, lie lu-gati Kiu pofuiiarity, 
reign hy making a progrof^s through t.ho south, wdiero he was wall 
received, and Im w<<n pupjihitiiy hy refu.^ing cjfici*s of money which 
were made to him h}' som<? of the citizens. 

ft ivass, however, fhiring this pn’.)Lrref.s that a crime whudi in the 
end hist him his throne was committed; for it is certain that during 
his ahsenco the two young princes, Kdvvard and liie Muidci-of th« 
hrother, Ihehard Duke of York, who were living in piiaco#. 
the Tower, disappeared, and it was generally believed that they had 
lieen imjrdered. 


their hopes to Henry of Itichmond, the son of 5taigaret Xkianfort, 
great granddaugliter of JoJin of Gaunt, and her fiii 3 .t,p irfincastrtaa 
husband, Eiimund Tndor, the son of Katharine of piot». 
France and h<?r Welsh Imsband, Owen O’lidor. IXis chief supporter 
was Morton, Bkhop of Ely, who had Iveeii a friend of .Hastings, 
and since his di^atli had l>eeri living in the cu.stody of Buckingham. 
That nobleman was much di£ap[X)intcd with RicUrtTil, becauKO, 
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m other rc^5pecta; rb< 1 lie w&a, Uicrefore^ won over 
by biH juisouer, to join in ft inovcriKuit for pi^ciog Henry of 

Itichnioiid on Oie throne. The plan inchi^lcd a rebellion of B«ck- 
irighara in Walcfl, and a landing in Dovonohlro of Henry, who waa 
Tjow an exile in Brittany. It failed, however, beennse heavy rains 
flooded UiO Scveni so much that Bu(.;]iiir.;hAm could not ford it. and 
the bridges were held for the king. Consequently, wlien Henry 
reached Boole, ho found no one to help him, so retired ; and Buck- 
ingham\-i forces having dispersed, ho himself was taken, and excH 
cuted ftt Halisbnry 1433. 

llieliai'd now seemed nioro secure thiin ever. Ho bold a 
Bnvliainent. in wliieU he passed two very good liwv, orio forbidding 
Difficulty of the i’»)]Ieediou cf K'enevoleticc.'?, the other the keeping 

Buwession, refulners; but ho did nut live to see thorn enforced. 
UisfertiiuaUily for him, his Oidy son Edward died in 14Bi, and as he 
hiul dceliired the cliiMn.ui of tJie late king to i>e illegltbaato, and as 
those of Clarence were debarred from the sucoossion by tho attainder 
of tbeir fiitlier, he appointed as his heir John do la Bole, Earl of 
Lincoln, the son of ins sbler Eli;jid>uth by a son of tJio Duke of 
Siiffulk, the iiuirdered minister of Henry VI, 

Jb.rton now fi'imcd a plan for marrying Henry of Kichmond 
to Eliisabeth, Iho eldest daughter of Eilwurd IV., and so uniting tlio 
clninis of tlio houses of York and Beaufort. Tliirf 
scheme friglitcned Kiehard so n^juch that ho for a 
house*. dead, thought of inariyhig 

Elijiftbeth himself. Ho even seems to have vvon the favour of the 
late queen, but the suggcatkui came to nothing. 

Meanwhile Richmond had not boon idle. With the aid of the 
Earl of Oxford, he had collected forces in France, and in August^ 

ajoiTOoo*-. n85, ha„i|jidcd , JUford ..Havenj_ m ^ 

Invasion. Thcnco ho marched to StatTord, where he was 
assured of tho support of tlie Loiti Stanley, who was, however, 
unable to jofii him openly, becauBe Hichard had seized his e!de$t 
eon fts a hostage. Meanwhile Hkhard was joined by John Howard^.^ 
Duke of Norfolk, and the Earl of Nortlmmberiand, and collected 
his forces at Leicester. Thence he marched to 6ght Hichmo^d at 
Bosworth Field, 

In the battle that followed Norfolk fonglit bravely, but Stanley 
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\mit ovf>r to thu er(f‘!n‘.', ATid XortUimibi^luul, lawilv had 

always l»ccri Uiucastriari, stwd alooh 'I'pe %ht BdttUof 
raged cliicHy hetwoen IhVhartVs owti follon'er-^ and »«>■=*worth, 
clmso of Itichinond. The king i»«dc toiTildo ( xorllon;?, atul H%as within 
an of slaying Uu*hm;)nil witji hln own tiiuid, wlion ho Wrt« ov<?rr 
whelmed by isumbvr.s and slain. Thu ariny;.^ wltii-h fought at 
IJosworth wove very siua’iK and very Uulo iiitorc?4. 9ootUj< to havo 
l:>cc*u oseftod by tb-"* si niggle, d’herc \vat> no {|ne.:it.ion of jubiciple 
boiwoeri the j*arik>s, and Kngliylnuen wore aa Hkoly to got. gwd 
government fr4>ni one as from the other. 

In Rfu:r*tiiiK's it was Uio f;r::hion to idiarg*. Kielianl lU. with 
every species of orijne. This was pr<.)bal.>ly unjust. Jlo \vu>; an 
i-inscrnpulous man, who slew iiion frcrly^ if they 3 iichian.i'M 

stood ill his WAV, but not a tvrant.; and wlnui wo MpuiAtioa. 
think of the t.iine?> in whh h hci lived -and the seoviOs lie had \vliuw s<.‘.d, 
it could hardly bo woTuhafut (hat his serutdes were not so great as 
they might have been if Iiis lot had been ca -.t in tiinc-< of gn-atcr 
quietnciyS. 
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XIV. - THE HOUSE OF TUDOR. 


Henry VII., -- Ejiz:tUfth of York, 

of .lohn of ijftunt, l»y his niotJujr, I'Mw.’ird IV. 
Mar;;;»rci lU'aofort. 


Arthur, Henry VIII., ^r'uu'sttvt, ^fary 
U. 1602. 160'J--16i7. ni. IV. 

I of tfcot. [find 


Mary, Elizabeth, Edwavd VI., 

I6od "ItJOvi. lifi. 


( I) Lofils XU, of Trance, 
tl. 1615. 

(2) O.'iirtrles Hrandon, 
l>uktf of SuiTolk. 


“ Henry Orcy <'grfat-j.^rA)Kh*''on of Eii/ubetb 
<1, K)60. ( W.uidvilie hy her uvtt bvishand), 

} Duke of bullolk. cx<:Tuttil 1551. 


r.ady ..hino (»roy, in. (Juihlf<'rii Pmiley (see p. IDS). Ivatharine. 
executed 1651. executed 1561. 


XV -^THE K1N(;S OF SCOTLAlNTp. 140(1-1603, 
jXamos III., UOO idss. 

(J) James IV., — Slargaret Tudor ~ Earl of Angus, 

j 

James V., UdarLMtefc ?S Earl of fjenox, 

151d-1512. ^ t 

! , I.. 1 

Mary, Queen of Scots r>crd Damley, Charles^ 

i5t2-l6d7, I murdered 15G7. Earl of Lenox. 

I \ 

James VI. of Scotland Araltella Stnari. 
and I. of England, 



XVI.—THE KINGS OF FRANCE^ 1«3 1603. 


Charles VIIL, of CharUs VI. 

imim. - 


SaccQcdiid by Xiouia XII., great-grandson of Loui.n, Duke of Otioana, 
llft^t-lOir?, brother of Cliurk'3 VI. 


Claude =r. Francis I,, also grv/it grandiion of liOui?, 
] 1615' 1517. Duke of OrJoans, brother of 

Omrks VI. 


Henry II., ir>-i7” J55D, =: Katharluo de MctHch 


Francia II., Charles IX, Hotuy XH.. Francis, Margaret, in. 

1661^-16f’.0, 16tH>-1574. 1571 1581^ 1 Mike of Henry IV., 

m. Mary, Queen suitor of Al»:rtv^>o, ISHU lOia, 

of Scots. Queen suitor of ilesceudant of. 

Klij^beih. Qr.oen liolxirt, the sou 
Eli/aJjeth, of St. Loui;* aitd 
d, todi, heir tc French 
throne, all the 
intormodiatxj 
hntnehes being 
extinct. 


CTIArTKll I. 


IfKMtY Vir., l ycrtrsV 

liorn 118G, Elizabeth of York. 

CAu-f C’l'.'ii'iH'f' f'.i of i\-' /•’■ /(/ J.- -Ari'hbislioif ; Ivlwafd PiAnl.'ipjeuct j 

I/umIk rt Bhiuu'l; l\ rkiii Wrulu cL ; .Sir Wiiiiaui St.ank'3'; Sir iFMward 

f'.Viy' <">.■/<•> 7Vf/i(.v,ir« 

.Tamo.s III., d. I iS-i. ( l.arl.-^ VIU., d, 1198. I-erair.autl and haWUa, 
Jauu'.H IV., d. lollf. larais Xll., d. d. 

Hi, NIIY YH. olairiif'".! liio ci6\vn on tlii'oo "ToinnH—ri^lit of birth, 
li^Iit of ooijqn«>t., atul approvfil by rurliainont; and, tx,) f.^vo the 

Ilenry’a claSmw of 1**11';^;ion to his succo.<.<i<.)». he ii.id it con- 

totbti turotu*. ]>y I he }ioi»e. A lo r lio had .iC'diiCd possessiotii 

of tlm throne, In.' sirenjjtlieued by marrvinij Vllizubfith of 

York, danolder of Ktlwaid i V,, but ho was careful not to allow box 
claims to rival or even f-npifort liis (ovn. 

I’ho now kini;’ was, above all tilings, a f ir-siudifcd shitesman, and 
lie set Kdoro liimself three oltjeels to which he tJteadily iidhered: 

first, by rooting out all rivals, to soeairc tho throno 
Kia policy. hiuiM-lf and his family; t^ocoruf, to strengthen tin? 

(tower cf thervown by dopn'ssiiig that of the nol.'ility; third, to take 
an active part in Muri'ivau politic.^. These three aims he handed 
down to his sni’ccssors, ;uul all the Tudors, as his famiiy were called 
after Kdnnmd Tiulor, Henry’s hither, kept them jn view. They 
I'Cgardod themselves as tlie champions of the orderly classes against 
tho disorderly, and therolortf rve iind that, under Ihem, executions of 
noblemen and tliievcs were tVequent, liecimso one endangered tbo 
peace of the ^rown, the other the socurity of property. The middle 
classes, on tlio otlicr hand, were contented and prosperous, secure 
from nobloDicu’s wars and insurvcctiona on one side, or from lawless 
depredation on the other, With the bulk of the nation, tliereforo, 
wdiose firet thought is always for pi'ace and order, aU the Tudors^ 
but Maiy, in spite of their severity, were popular. 

nenvy's fu^st care was to sccuro the surviving members of the 
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l>o£Lse of York. Eilwanl I'laotsgonet, tluj you of Clarence and jjrainl- 
son of tine Karl of Wurvv'Ii k, was at coco ijij]!:yjsO!Kd fiiocur«« 
in tho Towt-r, and Jubn dc la Pole, F-.irl of .l Jiu;c>Iij, 
who had hcoti acknowlx dircd as his lu ir hv IJioliard o/Yo»k. 

rj «r ^ 

IIP, was induced to give in lus bubjnK^ion.. Kuicohi, how<jve*r, noon 
changed his mind, and iled to the t of Margsret of Ihirgnnd^', 
(h<; ivi.-h!r of Mdwjtrd IV,, who ]ia‘od Ileniy ;u:d was always ready 
to help ai»y Yorkist advi^ntiuvrs. d’hisS eiiiniiy l)*‘t vvecii tho king and 
tho ducliess was a serious maUer for unollier reason, f‘.>r it inter¬ 
fered '.vi<h trade. 'Hn? Ilrbi dangerous iusuiivction w’as tliat carried 
oil under the n;nrKJ of Laudxat hdnitiol, an Oxford fiimBei'f* 
Ik)}*, who ]}retif!nU'd to bo Kdward Planiage/n't, whom 
every ouo knew to ho iinpris.oned iri (ho Tower. In Trelaijd, liow- 
cver, whore the Yorkis's had Ikjcu very pvapCilar, tho imposture was 
tMiiicved, ami with a force of Iri: h ;.uh 1 (ienmm nierornarios under 
Lincoln, Michael iSeliw',art?:,M.rid I.ovel, an tdd nrni; tcrof Kichard III., 
he landed iwar UIvcndon, in Lancashire, and r,circliv»l on London. 
Henry mot liini and beat him at Stoke, near Notilngliam. LiiK:ohi 
WMS killed; Lovel. diH.ippcatcd ; Simju ! wc.s taken prisoner. Jfonry 
showed his contempt for Siirmol by making him a j^culljori. nnd 
lio algo took the politic Htep of having his epmen crowned hi order 
to appeal to th© Yorkists*. 

The next impostor was a young man named IVikin Warhcck, 
who, in ] 402,,camt forwau'd under the p 5 (;t!'('fion of (he Ifiichess; 
of Burgundy, and pretended to he- llicliard, Duke of peiocin 
York, the younger hroth.er of Kdw'ard V., and said warb^ok’* 

to have l>eeu murdered with him in tho Tower. **^'*^*®*^‘^*^'‘' 
Henry could not*dispn>vc the Htory, l»ooause he was unable to ]<rr)ve 
the murder. Few doubted the fact; but it w’as not till lf/(}2 that 
TyTreKs cojifei>aion threw light on the gul*joet, and even tlicn 
no bodies could be fouml ; indeed, it w’as not till the time of 
Charles 11. that two fikeletons aiwvoring to the gize of the princes 
were discovered, Th© conisespience was that Warifeck received 
much .support. II© was well received in Ireland, where tlic Yorkists 
W'flr© popular, and then wont to France, wdiero he wa.s received by 
the king, liecauso Henry had sent troop>s to liclp the Duchess of 
Brittany against the Frencli. Henry on this mad© fioace with 
Fmuce for a hi^c sum of money, and Warbcck w^as obliged to take 
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rf?Ai^^o in F<;r throo yoar-i Jio sLiyciI thcro, an<i tlion 

Philip, l>ukti of Jjursj|h*s<b'': i'tjaiful of losing the wool trade, lAad© 
a eomincrcial treaty, calhHl the ♦‘ Groat Iniereotirso,” with Henry, 
hy %v^iich it %va<s agreed that tlio trade idiould T^c Veaiowed and that 
tiO inoro help slionld t>e given to Waiheclc. T’rom Fhuidcis 
VVaibcck nKm'<l to iVeliiod, ami thcu.^o to Seoilapd, whore ho 
waa he]{>od l>y Jarnoi-i IV, to rjivago tljo m.'rtherd cumilies of 
Kjiglaiid. Nothing eaino of liiis, so ho went to IroUind. Thcro he 
learnt that there had hoetj n icholllon iti CornUvdl. 

Thi^i happened in I IDT, arid was iMUsad hy an attempt to levy 
taxcf^ oji line ground <jf the raid. 'Iho hJorniahjiien marched 

' Cornish PIaohhc.'Uil, l>«t wf?re there boaton by Xfeniy, who 

b rfbeiiion. hrmsclf witli a train of artillery* After 

all was over Wail>eok lamlod in Cornwall, and tried to renew' the 
inyiirreotion. Ii<? land soino snocosa, but tied when tlie royal troops 
ranic near, and was lioon capturc^I and imprisoned in the Tower* 
Thorn ho nuulo fiiond?; with Kdward Plautagonet, and they agreed 
to eiscap-o tog(ither; and this gave fhniry tlie opportunity of getting 
rid of them hoth, which was accoinjilished in 1X09. Seven yea« 
later, Henry contrived to get into his hands the lilarl of SulToIk^ a 
younger brother of tJohn, luiiX of Lincoln, on condition that Ije spared 
iiis life. He kept lii.s promise, hut advised liis sou Henry YfU* t<? 
have Suffolk put to death, which was done in 1513. 

The wcaknesri of the royal authority iu Trclaiul, and the fttrengUr 
of the Yorkist feeling there, caused Henry, in 1494, ti> j?end over $s 
deputy Sir Kdw'nrd Pnyiiiug^, wlio inducod the Irish Parliament to 
pass un act forbidding aiiv hill to be brought into the Irbh Patlla- 
mont unless it fiad ivccived the conaent of the king*s Ei>gll»h 
council. This is called Poynings' Law, anti it remained in force 
for nearly three hundred yem^. 

All this time Henvy had not lost sight of his second objoct, the 
depression of the nobility. Parliament rcailily renewed Ridiarcl 
- * ^nr.’s law against keeping retainer. But the real 

ctiatober diflRouUy vvas not to pass the'kuv, hut to enforce 
«etu». purpose Henry set wp a new court* 

This court was . intended for the trial of offendei-s whose crinics 
were too subtle, or who were themselves too poureiful, to Ih 5 tried 
at the regular assizes. In theoiy it was a revival of the jodietat 
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of tho kiog’a privy council. Tho court wiis composed of tho 
chief ofjiccrs of state, Avith several 3, aud othom whoui tho 

king eht)»o to xippoint. It suinruonoU oUbrnlom befoi*© il, tiud tried 
them without a jiirj'. It was saiil to bo aimed particularly at “stout 
gcidJcmcn of the tiorth cu’ England,'* llien the niust ujindy part ot tho 
kingdorib.at sherilfi; rvlu) ivnp-aiH'llvd juries utifairly, at inciters of 
riots, keepers of rekriuers, and siudiar otTomlers, This court, which 
tvas afterwards knowri the liaU-d iSlar (•luujil>c‘r, was at fir«t'v< 3 ry 
useful, so long as it was used in ihu iiiU.rcttts of the orderly against 
tho di-sordorly, and it is said that much of t.lio (juiot which 'was 
mainhuned diuing tho difficult times of tho KcfurnuiUon was duo 
to Us effects^ 

Two instamres imylxj noted an spociinons of Henry’s dealing with 
hiti uoblof* Ou tho oecar ion of a vihit to the Earl of Oxford, ojk? of 
the raoi^st noted Wiirriers on tho f^nncastriaTi fdd<?, ho Treatment of 
passed tlirougli lines of nioji hi livery, “ These ate Jiobioa. 
yonr sm'^ints ? ’* said tb.e king, Sir. they are my retainers,^* ropliod 
the carl, “ Thank you for yuur hospitality, my lord,” said tho king; 
“but I caimot have rny laws broken in my sight.” For keeping 
retainers Oxford fined 10,000. On another occasion Henry 
le4irut from his spies that Sir ’William Stanley, hrothor of tho Earl 
of Derby, one of tht> richest and therefore one <»f th(5 nio^d. (Ltngerous 
men in England, was coiTCsponding with W'avbeck. Ho was 
instantly tried and ^ecuted, and hU \voulth was added to the royal 
treasures. In this way Henry steadily enriched himself at tho 
expense of his turbulent nobles. 

Like Edward IV., Henry iriade the mcrchanfcj pay wtdl for tho 
security they enj?»ycd, by giving him benevolences, Morton, now 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord Chancellor, *^icor(o»'a 

invented a most ingenious plan of suiting his method S’ork**^ 
of asking to the Imbitti of each. If a man spent much, he was toI«l 
ho could well afibrd more for tho king and less ibr hhnself; if he 
«^nt litile, that he could give out cf life savings, Thi^ dilemma 
was called Morton’s Fork.** Henry also added to his Henry 
wealth by enforcing to the utmost t)io strict letter of mifldhi* 
the feudal Jaw, and in thiji his chief agents were coir«f»* 
Bmpson and Dudley, two hiwj'crs who were bitterly bated for 
tbeh (portion. The Parliamout wore still ready to vote money 



Thi Tudors. 


CWOO- 


176 


for wir witti France, and on ficvcral ooca^:ioris Henr}” obtamod 
grants for <Ji:d pnrj'^>r)t% and tlicfi, jiiakin;/ poaco for rho futko of a 
gift from die Frcnch*Iiiji:;r, ho put ihe roid Uie gift into 

lioi oxrl)e<{nof. 'I'lurs Honry providt.-d Ij.'niyolf wiih a wolMilled 
trov^iry, by which hi.4 {‘(‘.silion was nmrh svrfircd. l'*y o.xtablishitu^; 
th<? Star (‘fiaiiihcr, )ie socurrd a law' c-/Mrt indop-eiMb-nt of popular 
fueling, and by tilling l)is coffers b,c fu':;d hiuv-elf from the Control of 
Farliament, so tliat ho look two boig towards nsakin-g himself 

absolute. 

The great power which JT» nry h-td thus gained in Krtglaiid 
enuMod him to inteilVri* wiili t In iho atfiir:; ed' the C<miinont. 

„ At ihi^ tune Frac.v’e and Spain had bccorno much 

Foreltrn iH-ilicy. r 1 .x .1 i 1 f t j 

move powcvliil than tlc.y had I-:eu and 

were ambitious of sei/ing toniloriea in P.ah'. d“hc re&ult was tlial. 

for the lirst time in Kuropt-m Instoiy, great alliances wore fonued 

to elfect objects in which all Kuroj'C was inh:i\*s(<'d. 

The great ijuo. tiou of iho day was wlicilu r tlio Kicnrh should he 

rdh'Wed to acaiex ssur.c of the Italian st itc.o CNpct-i.dly .Milan; and 

„ ,,, Ft;rdinaiui of Aragon, whu claimed Kaplcsand Sicile. 

Eiu'«»tiCnn ttlU- ^ ' . . . . , ' • ^ 

auco a«:a;n:>t and tJio ICmpcror Maximilianj wlio claimed authority 
i'ranca. >sortliorn Italy, wore wishful to prevent this. 

Maxhuiliari laid married Alary, daughter of (‘harles the Hold, Dnko of 
Burgundy. Tho child of Maximilian and Mary was Bhilip, Lhikc 
of Burgundy, who, by right of his mother, owned tho Netherkmis. 
and hoped some day to bo licad of die hou^c of Austria, and perhaps 
emperor. On tho (dher ]j;uai, Fordinand of Aragon and his wdfe. 
Isabella of (Aisiilc, had a numerous famUy, and they arranged ;i 
luaniage between I’hilip and their ehh-st daughter JoAmta. Prcyently 
their only ro!i John died, }=:o Joauiia. bo« ame their heiress. The son Cff 
Philip and Joanna was Ckylcs V.,i who was thus licir to Burgundy, 
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Maximiliau (Hiuperor), Mary of. FctOinaml of Aragon, r: Isabella 
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Burgundy. 


d. I0I6. 
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A.rchdukc Philip, Joaunft, Katluirine, m. (1) Arthur. Others, 
of Austria. 1 d. JaotJ. (Jt; Henry VIII* 


Charles V,, Eiuporor, d. 15^. 
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Austria, tl:o NotlsiTlaiiil<, int^l Spuiiu FiTdinand rnarrif**! an<4lKT 
daughter to the King of Portugal, aiul onfher death the ptjjuj 
ttll'AVft! a younger s^Lstor to take her |>3aco. Ferdinand had only 
one more daughter, Katharine, 

Ferdinand and Philip both wirjhc*! that Henry YH, would ally 
with them against France, and for that end a marriago wa^ 
arranged in 1501 bctwceii Arthur, Piineo of Wales, Mavrift^oof 
and Katharifjc of Aragon. Boon after Ids maiibgo JPrsneo Arthur. 

Arthur died, anti as Ferdinand loid no tn»'TO diugliters, it was 
arranged that, by a dispensation from the pope, Kallmrino shouhl 
bo married to Henry, the only other 8on of Henry VII., fio that 
the alliance miglit remain as it was. In ir>0'2 Henry YH., to 
bring Bcotlaiid into the league, married his dmighter Margaret 
to James IV., King of Bcotland, hoping that (hirf would detach 
the Scots from their old friend.diip Nvitli tlm Frcncfi. In thia 
way almost the whole of Europ.o w’aa Ica;rued together against 
France, and shortly after this Imd been uccoinplhhcd Dcsituof 
Henry died in 1509. Henry. 

Tlie reign of Henry VH. is rcniarkable for liaving witnessod^^ome 
of the greatest overd?? irj modom history. In 1102 Colurnbui 
discovered the West Indian hslands; in 1407 John Cabot, an Ilidian, 
with a Bri-stol ship and Prislol sailors, rf-aebed the rfujinland of 
America; and before Henry died the greater part of tlie eastern 
coast of North amfSouth America had been examined by English- 
men, Portuguese, or Spaniards. In 1497 Vfisco do (lama, sailing 
from Xdsbon, had doubled lire Cape of Good Hope, and made his 
vray to India by pca. These discovericK were due indirectly to tlie 
conquest of tho casteru shores of the }deditorranean by the Turks, 
who took Constantinople in 1453. Their cruedty and extortion 
prevented merchants from follow'ing HKe overland route to India. 
Thii? forced traders to seek for a road to India by sea, and it was 


in pursuit of fins Hint the voy?iges of Cohimbuff yid Va.v;co de 
Oarnn were made. These diueoveries had the greate.st etrect upon 
the history of Europe, Hitherto the countries which lay round (he 
Hcxliterrancan S<^^a had been most imporhiiit; they now bf*gan to l»e 
outstrij^cd by those which lay on or near the Atlantic and Spain, 
Portugal, England, and IloJiand became Jlio cliief trading nations of 
the world. 
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Diiriug tho fsarno rt:'ign a great revhal of loarrjiog occurred m 
Knglunfl. Tliiy spread from Italy, which W!w tjicn the most learnedi 
aiul civili/cil nation In Kiiropc, and a groat Flimulua had been 
givoq^to it by the study of Greek aiul Roman writers, wMie the 

invention by Gulenbor" of Muinx in 1442, of the art of 

^ ---- 




movable tvposi. hiul made it cheaper lo copy hooks. Tiioinvent^ 

' <^iJJinpo\v«hM\ which hatl bcou coining into since the middHol 
lliu fj'iirioentfi f‘cr»tnrY, irra<lu;'illv c]iang<?d tho art of war, and 
dc'str<''ye<l tho ixiwcr of tho old armoured knights, and of tho 
archoi's with their bows and arrows. Tho discoYory of America 
and the new' route to imlhv, the cojupiost of f.VmslantinopIc by tho 
Turk?*, tlio revival of learning, and tho iuvcnlions of printing an<l 
gimpow'dor, arc tho groat events which maik tho ‘Chango from 
mediiova] to tnodcni Kuropo, arid their iunuonco began to mako 
itijeir f ‘It in Knglarid in tip? roign of Henry VH, 



CHAFTKK H. 


Boni 1491; mfirnetl, 


IlfAKV Vin., laOO 1547 pfiycan;* 

'' Kafls'inne of Arag^on, il, 

15,'V2, At^no Boltnn, 

. , 1550, JariO 5^ev»>tH;r, <1. 1557. 

’ j 1540, Anne of Cloves, ^ivor<;e<! 1540* 

1510, K:Ul»;mnc llowardj oxeontoil 1543. 

\ 1543, Katharine Parr, MUrvi.vo«.l }»er lujbhaml. 


Clikf (!7inra*:tfTii fif /»<>>/«.---CanVtnril Wetsevj Charlo? Bnandon, Puke 

of SuftV»k ; Sir Thons/is More ; Fisher, Pishop of Kt'flu'^trr; 'riiornaft 
rTomwell; Robert Aske ; Pdwnrd Seymour, Lord Hertford; Honry 
llow^ird, Lord Surrey ; Thomns OarmliT, Arolibijsbop of CanOfrbury. 

'■ C/utJ' Omtcmpirar>j Vritrxa. 

SroUvsoOt. Francs’. SpftlTi, Ptyi'-o. 

Jam<!8 IV.. d, 1513. Louis XII., d. 1.H5. ('harks V., Chmnmt VH., 
James Vh d. I54y. Frfttici.i L, d. lOt?. lultj-15;>C, 1523-lo3L 

Mary, deposed 1307. 


ETenwy VHI. was only eij^htecn when ho came to the throne, 
awl hi8 Accevsdun made little diiterenco in the general course of 
evenfe*. Ho followed his father^! fonngu policy hy 
completing his marriage whli Katharine, and his hiofittnw'a 
domestic policy executing llio Kurl of Sufioik, 
rijephew of Edward IV., who had l^een surrendeied l>y Philip of 
Bupgondy; while he tried to win popularity by having Empsoii and 
Dudley executed on an ah.surd charge of high treason, and by 
making a laviah display of his father’s treasure. In accordance 
with tho views of the league, Henry in 1513 invaded Battieofomno- 
Fraocc, bc.sieged Therouenne, and won the battle of 
Guihegabte, which the French Javighinfly called iho Battle of tho 
Spars,” bccaaso they used their spurs more tliau their swords. 
The some year, in apite of the rnarriage between .^^jitmes IV. and 
Mai^ret of England, the Scots invaded England after tliclr ustml 
manner, as allies of France. 

The Scots posted tliemselves on Flodden Edge, a strong position 
OWlooking the deep river Till, which flow.i almost due north from 
the Cheviot Hilb to fall into tho Tweed. The English general, 
I^rd Swoy, thiding Uie Scots too securely posted to bo aiiiiickCd 
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with Jiuoc’OS!^. ra/ircUe<l par^t Ihvia, aial cros.,4jif; tho ^'i]l at Twlxcll 
Mill near it,** jnnotiofi with tho Tw'oc'l, pi iood hini-^df b^.tweca tlui 
^ , Hoots and Soollivofl, Tho Scots wen* thus forced to 

of • 1. -» 

Fifxidon. fight at great di'-iadvantage, and, in Hpite of all their 
hntverv, tliev were Hurnmnded hv mo hnghsU host, 
and few survivors made tlieiz way to Scotland. Among those why 
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perished were James IV, himself, and the fiower of the Scottish 
nobilit3% James w'as succeeded by bis infant son, tuulor tlio care 
of Margaret of Kngland, and for rnanv* ^eais Scotland was too 
weak to be a danger to Kngl.uul, 

Neither ILenr}- VIll, nor his subjects w^ore prepared to tmder- 
tako the couquost of France. Maximilian and Ferdinand did 

with Itenrv'' made peace, 

yrancft and married his j'onngost sister Mary to (ho French 
concOided. Louis XTl. UnfoTtnnattdv, Louis died three 

months after his marriage, ami Mary tlien married Charles Brandon, 
created Ouk^ of SiilTolk, by whom she became the ancestress of 
Lady Jane Grey* Louis was succeeded in 1515 by his young 
cousin Francis L, who inherited all his ambitious schemes. 

During tho first twenty j'cars of this reign, the most striking 
\ ^Thomas figure in England wris Thomas Wolsey. Tliisstatcs- 

•woisey. in 1471. His father, 

though not a man of rank, gave him the best education in Ins 
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jx>wt‘r. and ?cnt hUn to Magd-don ColIojU'C, Oxford. He arrived 
there at the moment Avhen tlie Engli^^h uniferiHities were Iwgiu- 
ning to catoti some of the enthusiasm for leuraing for which Italy 
was then famous. Ho became a Bachelor of Arts at fourteen^ ami 
waj? aftenvavda made fellow and tutor of Magdalen College, It 
was in his timo that tlie beautiful towor of tliat collego waa 
built. Ills jKwt of tutor gained him the friendship of the Manpiejjs 
of Dorset, whose sons were at the colh ge. By him AVolnoy 
was prt'fiented to a living, anti was brought to the notice of 
Henry nmlcr whom his rho was rapid. His ability for busi¬ 
ness was very great; ho was hard wuihing, and he knew no 
ccru[iTe in forwarding the views of the king. Under Henry VIU* 
ho advanced to greufor favour, and in 1515 he w%'i8 made Clian- 
cellor. The next y‘\ar the jiope made him cardinal, ami hi 1517, 
by the H[>ecial rerpiCKt of Ilcnrj*, papal legate. It ought to bo 
noticed that the chief power, botli In ecclesiastical and civil matters, 
was thus united in the bands of the lii J-t »nn)bb}r of the crown, and as 
tins went on for fourteen years, people became accustomed to look 
to tlio king’s loading ipiuistor as chief man both in Chun.'h and State. 

Wolsey had in view three objects: (1) to increase tho power ot 
the crown, as Henry VI1, had done; (2) to improve iho state 
of the Churcli of England, ])y abolishing some of llio 
smaller monasteries, and applying their revenues to ■cheme*. 
the foundation of Colleges and schools, whero the new learning 
could bo taught; (3) to hccoine, if possible, pope, and so to gaiit 
control over tho geucral reformation of tho Church wliich he tuiw 
was impending, and wdiich began under IjUther in Germany in 
1517. We may call these plans ambitious if wc like; but they 
were certainly the views of a great man, and had they been 
carried into effect, both England and#Europe might have bad a 
very different history. 

Wolsey saw that he might make his third scheme fit in with 
Henry’s desire to play an active part on the Continent, and go 
he fiiithered the king’s wishes in this respect. ' In 
1519 tho Emperor Maximilian died, and a new 
election followed. The emperor was elected by 
seven persons—the Archbishops of Mainz, Koln, and Trier,^ and 
* The French spelling of these towns is Mayence, Cologne, and Trtn'es* 
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by tbe EleetoiK of Eohciiiw, Saxony, iJrandoubmg, and the FaM- 
uiito. cliotjo aViiig of (krinany, Vriia had a right to dOHUmd 

coronutitm at the hajida of the popo; aiul ’vvheii lie had jrcv-'oived 
thw j[jic was looked on ur^ the sni‘eeH.‘'or of the Rcnnaii oivip^M'Ors 
of the West. C'liailcx of Spain, I'iaiicia of France, and Ilenty, 
of England all cajno forw'ard as carnudates; tlio electors cho«e 
fJharlos of Spain. This had the result of nnitbg together Sj;)airi, 
(lolhiTHl, the Netherlands, Gorinaiiy, Austria, and Naples in one 
vaj^t tloiniriton. Now, the Italian vp.ie*tion was certain to bang 
about war between Fr..nieirf and Charles., and it vv;is uncertiiia which 
Henry \Yoidd join. Iiot.ii inade }iim ollbn. Francis entertained 
him at. iho *• Field of the Cloth of Uold’*; CJiailos came over to 
Kni:'!aiid to visit rin.' husbjuni of Ids aunt .KathaTine. Finallv the 

C. . W 

relationship between Henry and Cliarles, and the iinpoitiiueo o£ 
the Flemish tradtf, won Knglaral tV>r the Spanish alliance. For 
AiJi>^neo with ^>^^110 time Henry held to thi.s, uiid cron .sent in 1522 
si>atu. |,y 23 small expeditions to France. .dJut two 

events obanged Eiigliimi’s p'olicy, Cliark'S faiktl to secure the 
{ natiieor I’apacy for Wokey; and, Bcoomlly, Charles beat 
Francis so completcdy at the battio of^Fa\U, that 
thci'o seemed to be danger lest all Euro[>e sliould full under liis 
complete control. In the time of Henry V. the weakness of France 
Avouid have seemed a good reason for prosecuting the claim of the 
Mngllifh kings to the crown; but Wobey »lid not^tliink so. Ho Wftfi 
the Jirst English statesman who gi'as[>ed the idea of tho balance 
of power, in the sense that if ouo European stale shows symptoms 
AJJiauco wita rcvaching such a power as to threaten the liberties 
France. Others, thev should all combine to kdaneo lief 

strength by their union. According to this policy Henry and VVolsoy 
joined France, and Cliarlea Was soon obliged to release Francis. 

While engaged in his Continental schemes, Wolsey had not lost 
highfe of his for reform at homo. Ho had gained from the 
Roformftt authority to suppress some of the smaller 

iioffi®. monasteries, and had bcgim to use tho laoiiey he thus 
gained to found a new sclmol at Ipswich, and a college iii Oxford, 
on the model of W’’incliestev College and New Coll^, which had 
been founded by William of Wykeham. 

Mciuiwliile a very serious question was coming to the front jr» 
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Eng^kikd. Henry and KatbArine had been married a long lime, and 
though they had had many clilldron, all h:i!i died, j>ifncrtHy 

except one delicate girl, the Lady Mary. If Henry about ib« 

died without children, tliero would probably he a 
dispute about tlie succession; and even if ho IcR a daughter, no 
one doubted that very ditlicult limes would follow. 

The danger was so sf^rious that Henry, in took an oppor* 
tunity, on a charge of high treason, to get rid of Edwaril, third Dukt> 
of Buckinghan), who, as a dcjiCcmUnt of Edward III., »*«cntiottof 
would have been very likely to put forward bis 
claims, especially as, by ono act or anolbcr, all tlie Buckiiurham. 
mcrabej*8 of the royal faniily who stood between him ami the 
throne Irad been either declared illegitimate or albiintcd. If wo 
^•emembe^ that the legality of Henry’s marriago with Katharine, 
though sanctioned by the [wpo, might still bo diNpulcd, it is plain 
that the Hituation was very tjeriouH. Theso wcr(5 cooHideralions of 
state; but when Henry himself grow tired of Katharine, and wauted 
to marry eomo one else, it became of tho utmost iniportanco that 
the question vrlietli^r bis present marriage was legal should bo 
expeditiously settled one way or anotlier. Wolsey was in favour 
of the divorce, as ho wished the king to marry a French princes^?, 
and he is said to have exclaimed, “ If i could see tho king well 
married and the Church reformed, I could die happy.’* 

The natural co*?ir??.e, under tho circurashuiccs, was to appi^il to 
the pope; and thia Henry did. Under ordinary ciicumstiuicets, 
the pope would probably have made no difficulty; 
but the circumstauccs were not ordinary, for Pope tomuouttho 
Clement VIL was imprisoned by Charles' trooj)s <tivorc«. 
in the castle of St. Angelo, at Home, and the emperor was all 
powerful in Italy. Hence Clement was afraid to oTend Charles 
by divorcing bis aunt Katharine, At (he same time, he did not 
wish to offend Henry and Francis; who might hc*l^ him against 
the emperor, And consequently bo tried to pleaso both and to 
gain time by doing nothing. Accordingly, ho sent popecajuth© 
Coidinal Campoggio as hm legato to try tho caeo 
m Hngland with Wokey; and when Queen Katliariue appealed 
to have the case Itied in Home, the pope called the civae ^ther 
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Tills course WAS fiUal both to Wolsoy and to the Papal power; 
f('r the king deterto put in force the Act of Pracuiuiiiro, wliich 
Thd kittor put« ullowcd him to loihkl either appeals to Home or tlio 
p?fl^.m?niro of lotlers from Homo. In spite of tho fact 

in*Iorcc«. thatWolsey liad been made cardinal and legate hy . 
his special request, lleni-y accused Wolsey of vIohUir.g this act. 

In a contest with Uw pope, Henry felt tho need of having 
Kngland at his hack; and though, like Kdward IV. and Henry 
VH., ho had liithorto Kummoned few Parliament^'j ho now called 
Parliament together in 152y. This sat, not as pievioua 

cniicd. Parliaments had done, for a month or two, but 
for seven y(?ars, and carried out one of the greatest revuhitious 
in Knglisli history. Xo dcitbt Henry took good caro to get 
memhera elected whom ho could trust; but ho need have had 
iK> fear of trusting Ills subjects to help him in attacking tho pope 
or reforming Church abuses. Tho Church had been unjKipular for 
years, and, ns wo saw in the time of Henry IV',, Parliament Ixad 
only k»cen held b.ack by tho uuthority of the king himself from con¬ 
fiscating its properly. ^ 

Of coiirso Henry's wrath fell on Wolscy, wlio had, he thought, 
played him false, llo was dismissed from his oftico and from court, 
and Ids place was taken by Sir Thomas More, a 
lawyer who had written Utopia,” a book which, 
under tho form of a description of an ideal ciAniuonwcalth, was 
a satire on Iho abuses of the lime. Within a year Wolscy was 
smit fiu to I.ondon to answer a charge of high treason. How- 
over, ho w'as fortunate enough to die on tho road, at Leicester 


Wola0y*a fall. 


The Church of Enghand was connected with tho Papacy by tlio 
following ties. In the first jlacc, the pope was theoretically head 
Connection of the Catholic Church, to which all England had 
belonged since the Synod of Whitby. Secondly, 
Roma, Hhougli l>y the Act of Praemimirc tlve king might 
prohibit it, appeals had constantly gone from tlio English eccle¬ 
siastical courts to Kome. Thirdly, large taxes, called tenths and 
firstfruits, had been paid by tlio clergy, and Peter's pence by the 
laity. Fourthly, the popo had practically appointed the English 
bishops and a good many of the English clergy, thougii forbiddeu 
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to do so by iho Act I’rovisors, All those links were swei't Away 

hv the Parliaraeiit of l.">2lh ♦ 

«• 

We saw that \Yolsey liad ineurred the perailtics of Praomujuro 
by accepting from the pope the olllco of pajuil legate, By the strict 
letter of the law, the cIvTcy who had acknowledged „ 
him ui tills capacity had made tlionirtohcK liable to ‘'Head of ib© 
the sanie pcfialties, by wliich their good.s w-ere liable to 
be forfeiteifk) the king, ami them^vlve?^ to bo iniprisoned at the king’s 
pleasure. Henry had no hcrnjklc in using this weajiwn, and forced 
the reprcfientatives of the clergy asijemblc'd in convocati(ui to address 
him as “Supreme Head of the Church and clergy;” Acts to 
hyi Ihcv bravely added the words, “so hir as tho e«ptvratotao 

1 ^ * 1 ^,1 , ft %• , Cborcli of 

law ot Christ w'lll allow. llic 1 arliamcnt then set Knitiowidfrom 
itself to sever the other links. In 1532 an act for 
rcstnuning all appeals to Ih^rno was pii^sxd. In 1534 another act 
b'rbajie the ]i.tymcfj{s of tefdli.s to Uurnc, .ind at Iho saino time 
the popo^g p(^vver of intluoncing tho election of bishops was done 
away with. It. must not, however, V)C supposed ibnt tho clergy wore 
allowed cither to kccy[,j the tenths or to elcitt whom they pleased, 
Oji the contrary, they had to pay tho tei>fhs to Henry’s exchcfpier, 
and the king from this tirno forward majnigcd tho Kiectioa of 
election of tho bislioj.s thus. When a sec hccumo w»iaop«. 


vacant, the king sent to the dean and chapter a letter, called a 
<‘07ig6 d\^Iin\ authofiidng them to elect a ne\v hi^llOp. At tho samo 
time, he sent another letter, called ,1 letter nussive, suggesting whom 
they should clexd. If tho man named were Jiot cluMien, the whole 
chapter would incur the penalties of Priiemunire. There has never 
yet been aji instance of refusal. To complete tho sepamtion, in 
1534 an act was pusJicd abolisliing tlio authority of the pope in 
England; and the next year, by the ^\ct of Supremacy, Henry 
took the title of “Supreme Head on earth of the Church of 
England.” 

Wiule those acts Vi'ore being passed to separate tlfe Chnndi of 
England from tb.e pope, another scries of acts had reformed tho 
abnscs in the discipline of the clergy. We .«aw that cburch 
in the time of WycluTe there had been good ground <u*ctpitn«* 

for complaint, and there is nothing to show that things were any 
better since his time. The first of 1hes^3 acta reg!ilatcd the fees 
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wliicfi the cltn'iTy had hcen in the ha\)it of oxacthig from the people 
for perfonniiig roligii^iH services. A second forktdo clei^ymen to 
hold Roveral Jivingfi at oriee, which imd been a caaso of 
pnaridah A tliird reformed tl»e splillijal conrh) aud sireogthtincd tho 
old tifoitmuhi statutes, which forbade lands being given to the clergy. 
A fourth did uway with tho abuses of benefit of clergy, by wbieh, 
since Iho murder of P;ccket, the clericai ofVciiders had been trioil and 
punished by tho bishops, and jiot by the onlinary Law of tbo laud. 
Tliose reforms seem to have been very inucli needed, and to have 
been all steps the right diniction. 

Mi; iimwliile Henry had not been fortunate about his divorce* 
At tho suggestion of a (Jarnbridgo scholar named Cranmer, 
ifoinry*« appealed to tho univemities of Kurot>e to 

marriafrca. gay wliethcr tho popo could iillcnv a mail to marry 
bis deceased l)rotbor"s> wife. Their ansvvere were not coiicU'4.sive, 
but us s<H)n as tho act forbidsling appeals to Home was pa-seed, 
Henry hud the rase tried before Cranmer, wdiom he had made 
Arciil>is)iop of Canteibury, in tho ordinary archbishop’}} court. 
Of course the decision w'as in his favour, jtind HeTuy aekiunv- 
Icdgcd Ills niarriagii with Anne Bolcyn, a lady of the family 
of Howard/ to whom he liad been long attached. Aime «500u 
became tho mother of a daughter, ftftorNVa,ul8 Queen Elizabcth- 


TUK HOWARDS, 

John Howard, 

created Duke of l^orfolk, killed .at Bosworth H8a. 

Thomas, Earl of Surrey, 

won KaUlo of Flodclen l&li), restored to tire dukedonr tiHi, d..l514, 

Thomas, Edmund ^Howard, t William ^Howard, EliJlboth is ThoiiwU 
l>uke of ^ j created Lord Howard How'ard. I Boleyn* 

Norfolk, Katharine Howard, of EfHngham* I 

d. m. Henry VIII., } Anne Bolam 

I dkecutt^ lots. Charles, ro. Henry YIII*, 

Isecond aoa of Loitl Howard executed 158®- 
I of ICtfingUam, defeated the JL 

Henry, Earl of Surrey, Annada T^SS, created Earl Queen Eltzahtth, 

hyieaded 1547* ' of Kottioghaiu 1590, d. 1024. 1558-1.608. 

Thomas, ^>nke of Norfolk, 
beheaded 1572 (great-grandfather 
of Lord Stafford, executed in 1680). 
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Uicii pafiscd au act settlirjjj Iho snccci^ision ori U>o 
diiliirfii of Iloiivy and Ann^*. Sir 'riiv^mfia More*, tho 
cdlor, and Byioj> of lluchcpter. refused to accept tlu'i* 

act, and were sent to the Tower. A year later they were 
both executed, nominaily for treaiion, ia icality le^au^io 

they disApproved of wdiat H<Miry was doingf, tljifortiaiately, 
l>eioro a prince was boni to inherit Iho throtio, Henry becwajuo 
jealous of Aune, IVoTsably ssho iiad only bt^ea f<,K>lishly iudiscroet; 
but the matter wan yeriuup, and she ^Yas oxocuied. of: 

Two days afterwanls Henry niAiried another lady, AnxioBoUwo. 
djyiK; Scy By licr he had a son, bonr in 1507; ftr»d as 

Katharine had died before Anno Boloyn’s full, there could be no 
doubt that this prince w.'\s heir to the throne, so that the succession 
difliculi)'' was over for the present. Unfortunately, the (picen died 
6oon after tlie birth of her son, and Henry did not marry again for 
some lime. 

Aftnjr die full of Sir Thomas More, the chief adviser of tlio kiiig 
was Ilo huul been a dopondcut Thomawt 

of Wolscy’s, and, like Slore, he was a layman. Ifo cxomwoii. 
Was an able man, de\ote<l to the king’s interests* With hiti aid 
the king proceeded to attack tlio moiuiirtericp. 

At this lime tlrerc were in Kngland more than six hmjdrcd monastic 
houses, \vhere dwelt men and women w'ho had taken the three vows 
of cliasUty, poverty, and obedience. The oldest of the iieuiriau* 
orders was the Benedictine, founded in tlio sixth orotjra. 
century by St, Benedict, the patriarch of AVesbirn Monaslieifira. 
Ifaj houecs were usually in. populous towns, which had often grown 
up around thciA. Of their abbeys, Westminster is an example. 
Branches of this order were the Cbigniac, founded during the 
eleventh century, which took ila namti from the French abbey of 
Clugny, and tlie Cistercian, called from the abbey of Citcaux, 
founded at the close of the elcvetith century by Stephen Harding, 
&n Englishman. The Cistercian monasteries were bfiiJt in out»oU 
tJiC-way places, which were naclaimed by the monks, and of theso 
Fotintaiudj Tin tern, and Fumces are examples, Kext to these 
stood the Augostmian and Premonstratensian canons, of 
wMeh the houses at Bristol and Chichester are specimens. Dviring 
die cri^des were fotmded tlie inilitaiy orders, of which the ebi^ 
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wore tlie Toniplars, whoso principal house waa tho Temple in 
Lomlon, aiKl the kni^its of St, John, or ITo.'-pltjilhirs, (Jiie of wbo^e 
housoj? WM.'? at Clerkenwoll. Tho Tenjiplurs, }.ir)wcvor, haJ l.*ocn 
in the time of Kdwani II. Next canuj tho meiulicaiit 
iriiivB, who had lioijscs in every important town. Their chief 
orders wore tho Grey Friars, or Franciscans, founded hy an 
Italian, St. h'rancis, at the h<.;;jimiiig of tho thirteenth century, and 
the ]>ornini'.,'ans, or IMnok Friars, founded ahout trio .‘■arnc time 
hy St. Lhoiiirsic, a Sparriard. ^’hc monks arid rums lived hy 
thoinsolvcs witliin tho wails of tlicir inonastorieP, hut the friars 
travelled from place to plueo, living upon alm^^, uad only used 
ihrir hou'-us as hoad'pfartors. 

There was much to bo said for and agairmt tho monasteries. 
In a rude age they had done goo<l service as rotrt?ats for men of 
peace ami h'lniiing; hut llioir place had now been 
attacks tho taken hv the umvor.siticp, and Wolscy, a.s we Iiavo 
iijon.iBtories, recogui/.ed tliat some of ilieir w-calth, at 

any rate, might he belter employed in pupporling colleges and 
schools. Thus from tho point, of view of the men of the new 
learning, they wore behind tlie age. Others, no doubt, looked at 
them as vuluahlo ins(ituti‘)n3, w’hich diffu.sed some culture In country 
plaees, educated tlio children of their neighbours, sent poor lads 
to tho university and maintained them there, relieved the distressed, 
succoured the w^ayfaier, and performed a numhlr of kindly offices 
which could ill ho spared. Neither of these view.s W'as, \vo fear, 
taken by tho majority. The needy king saw in the wealth of tlio 
momistories a good reason for their full; luemhcrs of Parliament 
tJiought that, if tliia wealth were given to the kingj'there would bo 
110 more need for taxes; while, doul>tIess, many coveted tlie lands 
of tho monks and hoped to pa’olit by their misfortunes. 

Actuated by these diverse feedings, the government sent a com- 
mission to imjuire into the state of the monasteries. Their condition 
Commi«sion was probably no better and no worse than it had long 
*1ato8taSof* The larger were for the most part in good 

>no&a»t8ric». order, the smaller were frequently full of abuses; but 
sufficient evidence was got to aiTord a pretext for what was wanted, 
and bv Act of Parliaineiit in 1536, the smaller monasteries w'ere 
dissolved. Their fate frightened many of tlie greater ones into 
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voliinUry snbmisvUjij; snine wore cnjoloil into innking uhni t]n*y 

K'lifvotl was a fcnoal surreiuk^r; the ahtjots of CiabstowlMo v, 

Cl,>^che^‘^te^^ and Keading’, wf^ro indk-tful for trejisnii , . 

1 1 . , IXidohufon 

and exofiited; and m lo.M) anoiner act was passMod, 

autliorir.in;' the surrender to tlio of all tho 

property of the rcniairiini^ monastic institutions. Dou!>tIess the 

more hononrAldc statc?*mcn loped tlmt tho money llms ohtnined 

v/ould bo nsed for tlio good <'f tbo nalion as a whole, riang 

w'ere bronglit forward to incrcai-o tl»o nmnher of bi.dh^prir.s, and 

to found colleges and scliools. I’nforlniiately, very little was 

done in thi?» w'ay; onlv six new bihljonrira were 

I » .1 *' ^-1 ^ i. Howtho 

created; and tlio inon«‘y did not even go to fonn manrjywaa 

a permanent fund for the reduction (if taxation. 

Some w'oa spejit on the fortilicaiiun of Ilu‘ coast, bat most of 
it found its w'ay into tho pocki'la of the king's cuintieis, and 
iiclpcd to make the forlimes of a new' nohiliiy devoted to tlic 
interests of tho reformation; and such faniilios as tlui C.ivcndislies, 
the RuF.aells, the Seymours, the Ihiilloys, and the Cecils, whoso 
wealth Was gained from tlvis Honree, began to take the place 
of tho old nobiiity of Kngland. of whom llto raniily of Tfow'ard, 
tliough their title only datc<l Amn the reign of Kdward IV'’., w'oro 
the chief repreyontatives. 

Tlio proceeding^-i of Henry and the rarliamcnt in the matter of 
the divorce, the stspurution from Itome, and the ahnlltion of ihc 
monfusteries, did not pass without disturha»»c:e. So xitatnrbanooa 
early as 1531 a half-'vUtcd girl, coinnnmly culled caused by 

tho Nun of Kent, who in her fits had spoken 
strongly against* tho divorce, and liad been made 
tho tool of tho disaiTocted jiriests, was executed. In 1535, the 
oxcentJon of Sir Thomas More and Bisiiop Fisher filiow'cd that the 
most accomplished layman of liis day, and one of the most learned 
of ecclesiastics, were not prepared to join a niovemer^t which fliey 
thought schismatic. In 153d the northern counticK, where the 
monks were more popular than in the south, rose in rebellion, 
under a lawjer, Itohert Aske, against the snji- 
presslon of the lesser monasteries. This more- '•Piiffrimaa:®"' 
mmt was called the ** Pilgrimage of Qmco.’’ The ®^<3Frac*, 
iMders, Aske, Darcy, and Constable, with fonr ahhotf?, were 
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oxectited, Init ilto common ]>oop!e were treated with lenicTicj'. 
coiincuof r^Kalt of Ihb reheliiou was tho of 

tboKonh, C^niicil of (i cojnnntteo of the Pmy 

nomicil, which henceforth sat for font monthi of tUo year, at 
YerC Hull, Newcastle, and Durham. 

Tho severance of tho oonneetion hotween Kndartd and nornc. 
and tho attacks which h/id been made on the clcrjif)”, imtuvaJly 

Movement the t'Orty which took their ideas partly 

to-wardfl from the fierman refoniiatiiai, pnrtlv from the linger- 

Oti63tiftl0it(ilKX3ri - • j li* 1 ' t 111%. 

mg traditions of DoiiArdism; and an jinpefus had been 
given to tliese ideas l.»y an HngUsh translai.ion of tho Bihlo being 
allowed to ho set up in the churches in 15o0. Such a movement 
foward.s rroteahinfism forrued no part of UcnryV plan. To the end 
of his life he wa.s a Catholic^ and in 1539 an act was passed to put a 
stop to tlie movement. This law passcii Parliament by acclamation, 
and imposed on I ho nation Six Articles of doctrine and observance, 
of which the most important were—the bedief in tTansubstafitU- 
tion, tho ceiiUacy of the ch.vrgy, and auricular confession. It was 
dotermiuod tliat these should be l)e.Ucvcd in and praotiBcd; and when 
parliament sent to execution at the s^une lime three men for denying 
the royal supremacy, and three for denying the tmth of transub- 
stantiation, it exactly showed what its own attitude was* 

For some time after tho death of Jane, Ilonry remained im- 
married, but in 1530 he was persuaded to .accepl^in marriage Anne, 
Mttvriaffeof Dukc of Clcvety—-a small territory on tlie 

H«nry\vjth .Rhine. CromwcU devised this niatcli, beoauab lie 
A)ane<»fci«v<!». Henry to make common cause with the 

German Protestant princes who had formed ip league against 
Charles Y. Unluckily for Cromwell, his scheme of an allli^nod 
against Charles failed; anij when Anno arrived, her person waa 
distasteful to the king. Tho matter was eatoly arranged. Anno 
Bw»quuono£ divorced and provided for by a pension; but 
Thomas • Cromwoll lost his head. Ilis onomioa were only too 
Cromwell. attack him, and when tlio king’s favour 

withdrawn, an act of attainder brought his career to a close* 

MArtiwwiui plea.scd the old nobili^Jhir 

Kattoaritte marrying Katharine Howard. Unfortimately, "*?^ 

two years the king found that she had behaved haSlif 
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before licr mamage. and sbo weig jnit tn death; the Mavriau^'wuh 
king then married Katharine Parr, who survived him. 

Po.^U»1y the difliciiUIojs In which Henry had been involved 
roTived the hopes of tho Yovkififs, and enconraged them to^plot 
agaiTist him; perhaps Henry was angry bccaiu^e Koginald Polo, who 
had witten against the divorce, had been Hisdo a 
Cardinal; at any rate in tlenry arrested Polo's Count»js«of 
mother, the Countes.s of SalisloTvy,* daiighter of (In? 
iHike of Clarcnco, tho brother of Kihvard 1 V^; her eldest son, Uenvy 
Pole,>rrf>nl ^lonlacnte, and Edward Conitonay, Marquess of E;)(elcr, 
grantU;on of Edward IV. All three w'C'ro executed—tho lords in 
1539, the CoimtesB in 1541—and after this the rivalry between tho 
two hotiscs of York and Iiancastcr ho said to disappear. 

The confiscation of tho property of tho nionawterios had a hud 
effect apon Henry and his court. "Wlicn tho mitmy was gone, ho 
looked about for more, and ho hit upon tlio expo- uebaw^ment of 
dient of del»as-mg tho coinage. Binco tho days of tn«c<jin«»e. 
Edward III. England had always been vitry ('aroful to keep up a 
high standard. On this tho credit of a nation depends; for if ihero 
is any uncertainty as to tlie value of money, foreign trade bocomos 
Impossilde, Tho old tulo wits that with every twolvo ounces of 
silver there slionid bo mixed three quarters of an onnoo of alloy, in 
order to make it liard enough to {stand wear and tear; but in ISil 
Henry paid his erWitors with shillings in which tlic proportion was 
"two ounces of alloy to twelve ounces of silver. From had ho went 
to worse, and in 1546 he actually iiisued money in winch there were 
eight ounces of alloy to twelve ounces of silver. JjJaturally IIcuTy 

>THE POUiS. 

George, Bake of Clareue^ ar. litahel N«villc, daughter of the 
brother of Edward IV, ( Earl of Warwick, 


d. i4:«. 


d, 1177. 


Margaret^ 

Couutcait or Salisbury, 
exccated 1541, 


sir Kiebard Pole. 


Edward P].antagenet, 
Earl of Warwick, 
executed 1490. 


Hearv Pole, t^rd Hontacute, 
executed 1559* 


Regiualdy 

Archbishop of Caoteibum 
and Cardinalt d. 1558. 
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saved by this, but it was kHlini' llto )j:oosc tb^tt b'.id llie j^olib-ri eg-g'^. 
Trade was niif>ed; tR> one would buy wlio c-oild it, for no o>u» 
knew tlio value of inone^. The cost of provisions rose manifold, 
and the distress (if tlie poor was terrible, f'.r wages never rise so 
the cost of provisitins. NatnsMlIy beggary and robbery 
incroafied ajvicc. 

The last few years of ITenry's reign w(?re rciTiarkable for several 

steps in the dirt’ction of the union of tlic nnti>ii Jsles, Jn tr> 3 t» 

Wftics Wales was ernnpletoly united to Kngland in matters 

and ireiAnd. law, and began to semi tliirty-seven'niembcvs tO 

tlio United rnrliament, A corjnnittee of tljc I’rivv (anmdl for 

« 

WalcvS began to sit at Ludlow, as lln* Courteit /d the Norlli did for 
tliO noi'thern eonntfes. In l.o pj Ifi ary took the title of “ King of 
Ireland;" his predecessors had merely styled tliomselves Lord.” 
Since Flodden there had been no regular war bctweeri Knglatvd 
and Scotlamh tlmugh the l)ordO‘r lords laid been con¬ 
stantly at strife, but in 1512 their qtiamds resulted in 
regular war, James V., llemy's nephew, was ru/t popiihr with 
Battle of sahjeefs, and Ills troops tied disgracefully ftt Solway 
Solway Mo» 8 . ^fos.s. This broko James’ heart, and ho died in 
u few days, leaving hb erowii to his daughter Mary, an infant of a 
week old. \Ilcnry’s great aim now was to marry this child to 
lim son Kdward. In 1513 this arrangement was concluded with 
tho chiefs of the Knglidi party in Scotland.^The Irencli, and 
the French party in Scotland, headed 1 13 ' Cardinal Keaton, disliked 
_ , the plan; so in 15U Ilenrv found himself at war 

FrAucftftod . » , t 1. ^ J 1 -r, «. 

Scotland With both 1 ran CO and Scotland. TJie Lnglish m- 

invadort. \4tlcd Scotland under the ooinmnngi of Lord Hert¬ 

ford, brother of Jane Soymour, and of Lord Li.do, son of the, 
Dudley execvitcd at the beginning of the reign. KdinluirgU and 
Leith wore both partl\'^ biSrnt, but tbi.s barbarity served onlj' to 
oxasperato the Scots. Meanwhile Henry liinisolf invaded France 
and took BoWogne, 

It now l>ecAmc apparent tliat TJenry’s life could not last long, and. 
all parties bt^gan to intrigue for the chief power under the expecteii 
intri^««of minority of Edward. If the lot fell to the Howards, 
'** thSTchiof^^ would probal)!}' l>e a reaction towards Koine; if 

stowor. to the new nobility, tho refonnatiou might be expected 
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to go IbrwanI m tJie iliicctton of tJie I.uij}eran movimooL Tiio 
now noJbility wo» the ii:iy. A triunpctl-njt charge agahmt (Uo 
llowartlf, Uiat they quartered on their shiidd the arms of f^lward 
the Coiifespor—^%Yhich they had a right to do—an>\»sed Jhmry’a 
jealousy for the sneoespion of Ids rou, q’ho Duke of Norfolk him¬ 
self atid his eldest son, llio Karl of SuiTey, an ac*eoni|dislied poet, 
hut no favourer of reform, were condemned on a charge of ti'cason, 
and the son >va« execute d. The death of Henry, in 1547, saved 
Norfolk from the saine fiite. 

Henry VIIL was one of the most rcrnarkiihle among the kings of 
Kngland. His burly fignirc nml stiong will have taken firm lu»l<l 
upon the English imaginalion. Of all the Koverefgns who rcignctl 
since the organizaiion of Parliament, he was the most ahsolute. 
Parliament gave to his proclamations the force of law, and permitted 
him to leave the kingdom by will. He c(»lh‘cted force<l loans, set up 
and pulled dov/n minirttors as he chtvse, and rarely met with any 
resistance to his wishes, whether he asked Parliament to change 
some ancient institution, or demanded from the hiw>conrla the r?on- 
dernnation of a wife, a nobleman, or a miriisit;r. Of Henry's 

his personal character the most opposite cstiinafC‘s ebars^ctsr. 

have been formed. Homo have represented him as a monster of 
wickedness, whoso only motive wms the gratification of his own 
passions; others, as a sovereign of great ability fionestly desirous to 
do his bc'^t for his t%iintrv. Ikdwcen tliese extremes the trutli must 
He. There is no doubt that in many of Ids acts personal gratifica¬ 
tion was the chief incentive: to his ministers ho was generoua so 
lung as they suited him, ruthless ami vindictive when they were no 
longer necessary^ in his family life Ire waa cold, heartless, and 
unscrupulous; as a king ho w'aa arbitrary and capricious; hut 
whether among all theso faults there w-gre the redeeming virtues of 
love for his countiy and desire to promote her true interests, it is 
not easy to say, since his character, as tliat of the king who i*et on 
foot the Befomiation, has long been a subject of blitcr contentiou 
between rival parties. 
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EinvAui) vr., 1 (>47-1553 (0 yearn)* 

Born 1537, 

Chitlf Ch<tt’itcttirz nf ific lici-.fn. —I,orU Prolcctor Sivinorset.; I/)rd S^jyaiour ; 
Jolm Dutlky, ];^j^Liif .yiI»nvick, aftc-rwardn Puke of NortbumberlaaOl ; 
Ijoni lHusrJfill ; (.'rjinincr ; Ivtt; Lmly 

Chirf Contf'uif'ifntrfj Princes. 

Scollatwl, France. 

Mary, ilcpostd ijs>7, Francis I,, 1517. (.'harles V,j resigned 1,‘>60> 

Henry 11,, ti. U59. 

IIkniiv Vlif. left the orowi by will to Iklwrird, hw son by Jano 
K^eymour. Tho now kiiii; was only iiiiu> yearn old, no the govern- 
Henry** Jnciit liad to l>o Carried on by others during hl^ 

ftiT»xnK«^eat minority. To provide for this, Henry had named a 
roinoTityof j^^ouncU pf pxocdjtor^ who were to act in Edward’a 
him menu . From this council tho old nobiJiU’’ wero 

excluded; its incinbei-s wero all new men, but as tiiey were cqntUly 
divided between tho old and new opinions, llcmy hoped tlrat they 
would take no decided step, so that when his son came of ago ho 
might bo freo to choose a course for himself. No member of tho 
council was to have precedenoo over the reU—an arrangement whieU 
was further intcndc<i to securo a neutral^during tlio minority. 
Hardly, however, was Henry dead when his carefully laid schetno 
was iii>set. The men who held tho new opinions contrived to get a 
Ffttiure of lunjority in the council, and tho Jfcarl of Hertfprdj. 
Haziry*ji undo of the king, was appointed prot^or of the 
«cbftm»* realm. The exccufors then declared tliat IJonry had 
intended to raise many of them to higher rank in the peerage, khd 
to giro Ihcsjt grants out of the Church lands. Accordingly tfert- 
ford was mode Duke of Somerset, his brother received the title of 
Iiord Seymour, and I^rd Lisle liecame Earl of Warwick. 

The protector was a remarkable man. His rhotivea appwf to 
Oharaourof havc been high, bis impulses were generous^ to 
tiiancotMtor. courage was undaunted; but he was not a mah of 

discretion, and consequently, in spite of all hb ability, ; 
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VIM a failure. In religions nialters Ibo policy of Henry YlII. wan 
couiplotoly aside. That king had avoiUod all changes in rc' 
IfgioH^ and In imming his son's council had been careful to hold 
the balance between the old and the new religionssi The majtj^ity of 
the council tlirow all their energy into pushing oa 
religious changoH. (They sent a eomnnssion round caiftpiSinfWt^y 
the country to puU dew'll ail images in churcho.s, and 
to deface the picturCi?. They abolished the mass, and ordered tJ»o 
service to be s<dd in English.j The corninissionem carried out their 
iiistroctions with great severity and amid much disorder, wduch tUV 
gusted reverent peotde*, and the mihslitution of English for iho 
chanted Latin services, and the dcslructiou of tho oruamenta, brouglit 
home to tJie country people thiv>ugh their eyes and ears tho change 
which was going on, and caused groat excitement and discontent. 

At tho same time, on the plea that part of their inormy waa 
spent m rnag.ses for tho dead, tho properly of all thu guiliij wats 
coufiscated. Til© guilds were assooiations of tho ^ 

--. Protmrty of 

merchants and arlisfins of towns, iheir money was - - 
i*peut partly in educating tho children of tho guilds' tAkon. 

men, and training them as workmen, partly in s«[.portiiig the old 
and sick, partly in masses for the dead, and partly on feasting and 
merrymaking. They had existed from very curly times, and thcii* 
spoliation was a great blow to the W'oikmeri, for it not only took 
aw^ay what was A^aliy their insurance money, but also deprived 
them of many social advantages. An exception was made in 
favour of the London guilds, which were too strong to be altackiid, 
iTpceedings in Scotland were e<pially reckless. Henry VIH. 
had tried hard^to scciiro afmarrmgo betw(^ell Kdward and Mary, 
Qita<^v6f Scots, and the Scottish Parliament had tnvaatonoff 
t^naeni in 154.3.J It is doubtful^whcther under »cwtiwa<J. f 
any %<mmstancc the Scots wonld have agreed to the nuirimgc^; 
bntCjSomerset, Impatient of delay, gathered an awj||y, pawicd tho 
border ftt Berwick, and, supported by a fleet, marched along tho 
coast, Tho English found the Scots posted in a very strong position 
. Iicar Musselburgh, their kft resting on the P'irfii of Forth and 
in front by tho river Eski,^ The Scots were much mojo 
than the English, but, overrating their strength, tlicy 
their strong post, crossed the Esk near ita mouth, and 
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Irio'l to atUick tin) Kn^;ils}j in ftiirli a n^nniirr as to hem thoni in 
bfcUvcen llio hills ami tlj<.‘ sea. In (:uiiscti«ionce of this 
Finki«, folly, St*mcr»i?t waa aide h* littark the Soots at aw 
' ' ift47- fl<Jvantage, ami, in Kjdto of a slight success at Hnst, they 

were Uioroughly routed. The vietojy of Fiukit*, as it was called, 
was, however, worse than usolivss; for the Scots gave iij> all thought 
of the niavriago, ami sent their little <'jnoen to be educated in I* ranee, 
where after a time she muri iod the dauidiin. 

In 1540 Parliament gave its authority to a nevr sorvico-book, 
called the First Praycr^HXik of Kdward VL This w,is intetulcd to 
bo usf-d in all cl lurches, ami, to enforce its use, an Act 
:^*b!oK^or^‘ of Uniformity was passed. This IVayer-hook was 
: awwAid VI. old Missal and the Brejdary, 

and the work of translation was mainly done by Archbisbop^ 
Cranmer. It did not follow strictly the view's either of the old 
(3atholic8, or of those Protestants wljo took their ideas from the 
teaching of the Kefonmu's of Ihuieva. It was revised in 1552, 
155D, 1003, and 1<;02; but its general c’naraotcr has remained 
the flame. At its introtluction the book <jf common prayer wms 
by no means popular, but the beauty of its language and its 
devotional tone have long endeared it to the members of tJie 
Clniroh of Kngland. 

Meanwhile the protector was troubled by the ambition of his 
younger brotlier, Lord Scyinonr* This man, wltv was altogether an 
Conduct of inferior cdiaractor to his brother, was not satisfied 
iiowt aeyinouT. poyilion, and had long been intrigning to 

improve it, llo first married Katliarine Parr, tlie widow of 
Henry Vllf., and on her death aspired to the hand of tlM> 
Lady lilizabotJn He also entered into relations with the pirates 
of the Cluinn^d, forged cannon, and collected money 
HiuDxecuUoa. miinitions of war. He was arrested, attainted 

by Act of Parijanient, and executed. 

Difllcnlty next arose in the western counties. Tlierc the now 
eervico-book had caused great excitement. Within a week of iti 
being first read, the men of Devonshire and Com- 
wall were in anps demanding the restoration of the 
eouutiea. ({jo observ.ancc of the Six Articles, and all the 

titno'^honottred ceremonies of their fathers. For six weeks th^ 
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Kxeter. «i; when Uussoll oamo up Avith gomo O^ji'iuaii 
troops, whom llie go^oMnneut ha^l hifO<l aH*iii >!tau(Hng army, so 
stoutly tlid tliey hold ilioir (ground that it >va« oidy after a tUu'cely 
fouj^ht battle at St. Mary’s (‘Iy?;r, in which the* Knglish Battio of at, 
astonislujd trained soldiers bv' tinnr Hl*.udi- MAry*iiOir«t 

i ■' 

ucss, that iho Itevoiishire were put down. In the lijjliting 

not loss tliari ionr llKiiis.uid men wore killed. 


'J'he iosnnoctiou in Ujo west wan rolij^iuns ; in tlje ca^^t it w:\h tho 


enclosure of the rtJinmons that drove; tin) ])f’oplo to revolt. Of lato 
years the pciiHunU liud had a hard lime. IVii cshad _ 

^ ^ ^ Kevolt of tU* 

riwm, owing to the buFC ctunage iKsncii by Ifonry VJII, etoiiern 

mid by t’Mw’urrl Vl.’s eotmcil; at the same time, there 

was leJiH demand for lalnnir, Ibr she(*p fani»s \v<m‘ 0 llio fashion, and 

these vet:tuired far fewer labotirei's than arable latok. Cpnnn5yyy |>a<i 

been largely enelosoiL nvid tinnigh this added to the wealth of the 

landowners, it was hart! for the villagers, wlm used to turn their 


and geese to gra/.o on tliem. liverywherc there was indign.alioti an 
the conduct of 1 J 10 new landowiuTs, who were seeking to make 
fortunes out of tlndr instead ••f keef)ing to tlio enstotus of tludr 

fctea<ly*go{ng predecessors. Exaf'perated l>y their griovanetjs, tho 
pea Wintry of ^^^rA^Jk rone under Ket, a tanner, and funned a caJiip 
on Monseliold Hill, cIom* to >ior\vich. There thev hud the oh- 
noxious gentry of the neighbourhood brought before them, and after 
convlctioa imprisoiKal them in the camp; but tlicy did no murder, 
and all their prfx^ecdiiigs were ]>erh;clly orderly. Souiersct syinpa- 
liiized with their complaints, and w<ndd have liked Uj redress their 
grlevditccs. A j»artlon was oJTored, but throngh soino njisurider- 
stax]t<HDg was revised. Then the co«iticil aj>pcalcd to arms, Hjo 
K arl of Warvidck w’as sent against tho insnigeiits, an<l, as at St. 
Mary’s Clyst, undisclplitted valour fell^lKiforo tho skilled coolness 
of the foreign mercenaries. More limn three thouivind rebels fell 
in Uic fight, and tho iiisorgent coutdics were severely mmislicd. 

The credit of the suppression of these rcdiellioiis ftSl. not to tlm 
protector, but to t)ie council. They Imd acdod while he had 
hesitated; ami, despite his jK*rsorml jxipularity, there The prelector** 
could he no doubt.that his rule had been a failure. ruioaraUttre- 
Little by little the FrencJi king Henry ,11. had been allowed to mako 
himself master of the out]:)OHts of Boulogne, and, much against tlieir 
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will, th(? couiion ha4 b«cu forced to declare war agiiinat France. 
The ftuatures were in d)rii|»lete <lisordor; in al! parts of the country 
there had been riot;^, and in Bonic iuHurrec-tiutr"^. Tlio protector 
could .ui>t poijit to anvtliing in which lie had achieved stolid sncce#iKH. 

The council, therefore, headed l>v W’arwiek, deter- 

deprived of mined to Ukc away trie powi^rs which Someisct, 
power. Uenry'ri iiiteal.ious, hud taken upon himself; 

and lhon‘;hdic made what rc.^^isUnco ho eouhl, and even thought 
of an appeal to nniM, he vvas event nally for<-cd to give way, and 
the couuciliorH again beeaiiic ilei s<de aullioyUy. 

Among tlitjm the leader wms ihidley, Ktpl of no tvasi 

fin able, imscrupulourt man, who aimed at making 
ScU*oy and tho the fortiUH-s of hiniaelf and bis hirnily. The firat 
council. council had to be given to the fiiianctts. 

Unfortunately, they were ignorant of much tliat ia now known 
about money, and they therefore foolishly debased tiift coinage in 
or.ler to increase their funds, made new Ioann U> i>ay the int^^rost on 
old ones, and attempted to stop tlio rbo in prices by fixing a maxi¬ 
mum rate at which goods should be aold. They, how’ever, wifsely 
made peace with Franco, and restored Itoulogno in return for a sum 
of money. 

To keep his power, AVarwick found it needful to ally hitn^f 

Wftiwrtok 'vith die advanced reformers. Had he not done so, 
obiiired to ftiiy must have called in the help of* tho old nobility, 

with the ‘ - , 

refortttow. \vlia wore totally opposed to the new ways of the 

iGENEAUXVY OF THE DUDbETS AND THE SYDNEYS. : 
Edmund Dudley (mini.ster of ITctiry Vil.) executed J1505>, 

John Dudlov (Yistcount Td.slc, 1.V42 ; Earl of Warwick, 1517), 
created Duke of Northunaberlaad, 1551, executed J555, 

'1 } 

.f 


Earl of Warwi^, 
executed 1553? 


Robert t)ndley, 
younger non, 
created Earl of 
Unmter, 1503. 


Guildford Dudley 
(m. Lady Jane 
Grey), executed 
1551. 


■' V • 

Mary nit Sif 
ITeury Sydney* 

Lord-Deputy of 
IrelaiKhd. 

I 


Sir Fhilip Sykey, d. 1580, 
m. Frances, daut. of Sir 
F, Walsiogham. 


Robert Sydney, created' Eajrl 
of l^icestcr,. 1618*. (Grand¬ 
father of Algenwm %dtMy, 
wtio was executed 1083,) ■ 
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comicO. This allhinct) led him to quarrol with the PiinccsiS Maiv, 
whom the refonuers in the council wished to*|)rcvent from hearing 
toass, Mary, however, was firm, and the council, fearing to get 
into trouMe with Cliarlos fJie cn»i>C'i'or, de'jirvted. 
lu Ifihl Warwick had himself inadt*. JJuke of NorihumhoHand. 


ITo nowhegsm to ho mispidous of his ol<l rivaK t^omcr- 

i55t. It was not to he expected that this noblejtnin 

would Ihj contetded with hb fill; hut lio prvihaMy 

had not advancetl further than to form a geneml plan 

to change the government iii his own favour, wheii 

Warwick had him arrested for treafiOTt, tried bv hin 

* »« 


Warwick 

boco«n6a 

KorthumlJOT- 

land. 

fixACutionof < 


peers, convicted of felony, and executed. Hia pi)pnlarity wag shown 


by the Hynipathizing crowd whudi attended ut the ficaflold. 


In 1552 i^arliaincot afrjiin met. 
Prayor-bnok, which is commotilv 


It issued a rcvis<Mi vcmiou of tho 
called tlio Second Prayer-book 


of Kdwaid VI,, and cuupled it with a new Act of 
fjjiifortnity. An act was ahso pas:~ed about tho trifil 
of persons acciiw:d of treason, «lcclaring that in future 


Acts or Ui« 
ot 

1069. 


the Acettsed must bo cotivklcd on tlic evidence of two witnossca 


at least. I'arliament also totfk in li-ind tlio mberics canacd by 
the agricultural chatsges. It emacted that oltns were to bo col¬ 
lected fur tho poor of each p.arisl»; ami commissioners were to 
goo what could be done fi>r liromoting tillage. Under a false Con* 
ception of its nature, ursirv or interest was forbiihlcu ns ** odious 
Aud detcstoble.'' 


Meaawiiile the state of the kingdom was going from bad to worse. 
The lands of tlio abbeys, the property of tho guilds, the bells and 
plate of too chryrehes, had been seized, and yet the condition of 
government was deep in deVA; too coinage had been tho country, 
debased and jls vajno regulated by government, and yet prices rose 
^ndjjqod^ wei^^ the Church Jad been reformed, and yet 

in^otolity flourished; too rapacity of the landowners, the greed of 
merehanta who sold badly, made goods and dectrlycd English 
credit^ won little esteem for the new ways, Henry VTII., arbitrary 
^ bo was, had always been in sympathy with toe people, Tho 
had shown tlieraselvea to be mere greedy self*8eekeT8, 
gnise of religion, robbed God and the poor to fill 
ihcir own pockets. 
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Charles P«<i<icTi}y dk'il. Ho was n man of <*onsnn‘miilo aMlity, 
who eoncoiiled und^T rho aj^^H'aranco iif IrivaditN' a j?*At.hcf 
ealent for whtch baftlod tlie Jt. 

of lit« day. Ou his bed Jic aduiilkd iliat ho. w.is a Rotfuin 

CatlioHc, and recoivod ahsohition from a prii Pr hi« 

w’ih?, Kath.inno of b« h.ol no oiiiMroii; hul: he h*/l a 

larf'o family ^ rjftfnra! <du’hiroii, most /d' whom wore raii'^rd to the 
peerage. Hi# htir, tliurofon^ was .Tamos, Ihiko nf York, who had 
inarrk'd Amio HviTo, daii.;]dv' V of Tam! CUanooilor Claivn-ion, 

In a roouL irupoitatit diafii;c wais imdo in the Toor I.awly 
tlift creatioii td' tJio Taw of Ik' (hi.^ law anv labonror, 

oornhi" to aock work in a range parish, mivrlit w’itbiti xh#i or 
forty days ho removed ha.ek to his ov^^i paihh, 6®tnoro«io. 

ho took a tentf-oent over £10 a }'ear in vahie, or g'avo reeoril}' that 
ho W'o'ild not bofrome cbargeald*;? to the jairisli rates. 'ITie <diei f. 
4tf this iaw Was praetioally t») lund the agTji'ijItiuat l.d'ciirt-TM ter 
the soil of their owti parishes, and to joevi nt tiicm fr* in fouling 
w'liicro they eonld sell tludr labour to the best advantage. Tbia 
Act. way modiliod in 1711.0, but, down to Ihol 'Teat obsfaeles were 
placed by the Poor I.aw in the way of the elieidativui of labour. 



CriAPTKU IV. 


Makv. 1553-1058 (5 

lioni 15IC; mavrio3, 1551. Pluliii of Spain. 

CMr:f C.hdtxiclats «;/* (Jurdincr, l)islun> Winchcstftf; 

lioaner, lUsbop of London ; Kcuard, AiiilMt.'^.'iador f>f rJiarlojj V,; Car¬ 
dinal IV'lv:; Sir'iliosnas Wyatt; Craninc-r; lloojxjri Kiillcy; Ijatimcr. 

(JUicf Vonf>. }r*f>ori'try 

ScolUrsd. VrAOCt'. Spalti, 

Mary, dtpvscd tot57. Iltnry Ii.,<l. loalL ^’fjarlcaV., rosittnwl 1&6<>. 

riiilip 11 ., < 1 , laltH. 


Ko soonnr was Kdwanl tlna«l than Ntnlhumborliirnl, conccalin;^ 
tlie news, sejit Jus son, Lord Warwick;, Ip ..M.OT- *^^**‘* 

precaution should liave boon taken b/ furo, and was ntjfht of Mary 
now too late ; for Mary Jiad early iutcdli^^vnoe of Jier to Norf»>iK.- 
brother’^ deatli, aiui was on her way to Norfolk, when? the Howards 
were expecting her coming. When the king’s death could no 
longer bo hidden, Xorthuniberland proclaimed Jaidv ^ . 

Of 1 r; I* * IrfolyJane 

I tpioeri. llic |)eopjo JisfentMl in lespci.'t- Oraypro- 
»Vii imado no clvunoustration of joy, and 
one lad boldly shomed, “The Lady Maiy bus the bettor for 

winch he was put in tlic pjjlory. J/ino hcraclf took no delight in 
her new dignity, b»t she showed Noithiimbt rhind that she luul no 
idea of Irtdng merely a pupi wt in his liands, by refusing to allow her 
husband to be crowned witli her without the consent of rarliainent. 

Having settled inati<jrs in London, Northnrnberland was forced 
himself to go m»pursnit of Mary. As be left Ijondon not a voice 
cried, ♦‘God bless him!” and hw advance .show^ed Attitude of thtf 
him bow much he had miscalculated ^lie wdsheH of 
tho nation. Among the great mass of bhigUshmen 
Koithuml>erknd and his frictuls had made tliernselv^s thoroughly 
disliked by the scandalous rapacity" wrhich they" had sitow/i under tho 
late king; the change.^ in religion were not at all popular, and tho 
ItarsMSsed country^ looked Lick witli regret to the rule of Henry VIII. 
Of that rule Mary* seemed to bo the embodirucrit; she wa« tlie tmo 
heir according to tlie natural laws of KucceRsion and by Henry VIU.*» 
will, and the English people Jiad not tho least idea of setting her a.*iido 


Jane Groy as 
ful suence, i 
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in favour of a who, howovtjr ejitinKihle in herself, coukl only W 

rcKanlot! asi a m t!i<j Iiaiuln of the liauMl NortliumberlaiKl. 

WhiiTi the ilnke reachc»l Oijnbrhlge he fonial that tlie country 
WiW risin'^" for Mary, aii<l that hi.-^ own men wotihi not fight and 
at last he himself was ohligcil to erv, “God savo 

FaJlureof ,, ,^ 

Korihuniber- Qiiecn MiU v' Jii London tlie council had takou 
IftmCsplaa. the same line. 

Foon in praion, and Muiy waa welcomed with enihnsia.siu by all 
but a Rmall knot of loformcra. UnfoHunatoly fin* henjolf, Marj' 
was misled 1 >y her success. The Kogll^ii welcomed her because 
tlioy thought that hUo repruscnlod the jiolioy which they wanted; 
but tlicir atUchmeiil was not ko great tliat. their winhoji might i?afely 
ho tlisregardcil. F‘ir the pres'f-nt, iiow'ovcr, all went 

Execution of ^7 , ♦ , , A 

Nort^ii^bor- wvll. Northumbcrhuid, ai> a matter of course, was 
execnlod with his son Lord Warwick i but T.^adv 

F li' 

Jane and her husband were merely condcmncvl to death, and sent 
tiuck to the T<»vvf,r during her Maje.sty’H pleasure. 

It wa.s Mary's misfortune to sutler from ill advice. Tho abicijfc 
Englishman in her council was Gardiner, Bislmp of Winchester, 
Mary’s sluuod hcr vicws 01! rcligioii; but her chief 

fiidvis«ra. ftdviscr w'iis Renartl, who rc|vrcsented the Emperor 
CharUf.s V. Ilt?nard’s great wish was to secure the marriage of 
Mary to diaries’ son Philip, and to destroy every one who might 
be a soumj of danger to Ujo throne of Mary or ker children. For 
Oiis end lie advised the execution of I^ady' Jane Grey, and would 
glaiUy have put, the Lady ElizaUdh to death if he could have 
ejccimMl th(* opportunity, 

Mary herself wjts well iiudincd to marry Philip, but her 8ub- 
•nie country jccts disliked the match with a foreigner^ and 
WMuld have jjreferi’cd E<iward Courtenay,' Eatl of 
IX'von, son of tlie Manpiis of Exctefi executed fey 

IGENEALOUY OV THK COURTEKAYS. 

Edward 1Y. . 

I 

. 1 


mateta. 


Klisaiieth r: Henrv VJl, 


Henry V III. 
Mwy, 


Kotliarine = Sir M'. Courtenay;. 


Edward, Marquis ol Rsetor, executed 1539 . 

Edward Courtenav, prisoner 1539-1553* 
died 1536. 
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Owy. 

Attanipt to 
compromlM 
Xllzabeth. 

Th« Apantut) 
mfttob 
ooucluded. 


Ifeniy V’lll., atid grcat^graittisori of KtlwAvd IV. Mary disJlkc<l 
Courtenay, and^ tliougli alio had never Keen him, took a great fancy 
to riiilip. Koitlier tho Eng’ifili Cathohea nor tlio reformers were 
pleased, but tliey coiihl not agree to unite against the marriage; 
and ali chanco of sncccKsful resistance was <Ie9froye<l whcii* ^ir 
Thomas Wyatt, the Duke of Suflolk, the father of jLady Jane 
Orey, and some oUiers rose in rchelHon, Wyatt reached Ijondon, 
but was Umre crashed, chieUy by the resolution of tlie queen 
herself; and the otlicr rebellions never vrero serious. 

The complicity of the Duke of Suifolk iudiued Mary to listen to 
Renaitrs evil counsels, and slie executed Lady Jaiio Grey and her 
husband; while Elmibcth was gent to the Tt>vii’er, ami Ex*«nxtionof 
every effort marlo by threat and promise to induce the 
conspirators to compromise her. Happily ovitlencc 
WAS not forthcoming, and Elizabeth’s life urns saved- 
Afler this the Spanish match could no longer be 
prevented; but Parliament was strong enough to 
have inserted in tlie marriago setU<.*incnt ckusos 
which secured tluit the queen was to have the sole government of 
<ho country, and was not to go abroad, and that England was not 
to be draT^m into any foreign wars in consf^qnenco of I’hilip’s afFairs, 

It fe now time to go back to ccolcjjiastical matters. Mary was 
strongly of opinion that all tho^vils which had happened to the 
dircctapuuishmenls for its apostasy, and mw« 
she gave her whole soul to an attempt to restore, not ToUaiou# vi»w». 
only tho system of Henry VIII., but also the state of things which 
he had swept away. Throe groat steps must bo noted. 

In 1553 the wligious laws of Edward VI. were repealed. In 
1554 all ilie eccleaastical laws of King Heniy VIIL which had 
been passed since 1529, except so far as^thoy aOected ficaiMtactteoi 
the etxccession of Elizabetli, were annulled; arid the rwform*. 
eame year Reginald Pole, tlie son of the executed Countese of 
Salisbuty, osmo back to England as papal legate, Ine riexi year 
the filament went further, and revived the Lollard statutes of 
Jienry IV. and Henry V. Thus far they would go, but no 
further* Tliey would not give up the abbey lands or the other 
Chdrph property Which had passed into the Ixands of the laity, 
herself gave tip to the pope what remained of the ezown^s 
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f^harc of Iho fspoil, with tho tcntliH ainl th’htfruii^ wlik'h Henry had 
kept, hut she could luft induce her sulyects to follow her example. 
Had Parliftinent known what nso would bo niado of the Lollard 


fctaluleS; they would pixibably have been more cautfonsi in restorintj 
^ , tlicfii. d'hev had no lovo for tho now doctrines 

Mtiry towariiM of tho rofornicrH, Avhich had T>cen di*screditi:d by tho 
tho rofutmom. N«*rthnniborl.tnd and bU hiembi, and 


they probably only oxpeotod that a tVw leading borotioij would be 
flcsirovetl. ISucli. Iiuwevur, was^ md the view »)f Cardinal Pole, or 
of Ihinner and (Jardincr, atul the <]ucr'n wai? lus eager as they to 
extirpate the heresy whicli she looked on as the curse of tho land, 
iSIary had just suflercd from a terrible disappointment. For 
iiioutliH sho bad expected to have a eliild. Unhappily slio was 
Mary's die- deceived by tlio Kyinptonus of an incurable dinease. 

Hppoiritmont. wbou tlio hopo was goiic, thc luost (:hurit;able 
view is that her mind wa>s aireeted. Had a child hoen lH»rn, the 


Huccession of Kli/ahoth, Mary’s greatest dread, would Imve been 
averted. Ibiy by ilay she saw liow eagvuty the nation watolicd 
over her sister, whom she liad hated from her cradle, ami whoso 
very beauty was an cyesvue to the withered <|iieen. But it was 
not to be, and in her grief tlio wretched woman gave herself up 
to carry out her false ideas of propitiating Heaven by a wdiolesale 
massacre of tho Protestants. 


Accordingly, no sooner wore tlio statutes passed, than in 1555 tho 
persecution began. The tirst to suffer wti» Ib^rs, SL 

Paul’s, a translator of tlio Bible. Then followed 
H oppe r^ Bisliop of (ilouccster; Fen'ar; Bishop of ^ 
Proteetaau. ^nd many more, l^oon thft troubles of tie 

cmpei*or caused Philip to quit England, and Mary, in her grief, spurred 
on the bishops to further exvtioas. Riilley, Bishop of London, and 
Latimer, Bishop of Worcester, tho greatest preacher of his time, 
were burnt tctffether at Oxford. In 1556 Cramner wa» cho4?€ii to be 
the next victim. Unhappily his nerve was not equal to the trial, 
and ho agreed to sign a recantation of his views; but when, in spito 
of this, his enemies still determined to bum him, he denounced his 
weakness, and plunged into the flames the unworthy hand which 
had been Uie in.struraent of his fall. Meaner victims followed in 


scores. But persecution defeated its own end. Men learned to 
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admire tlio conM;uicy of the victirnM, and to'beHevo in a faith for 
which niartyi-s could die; and tlio laity as a ♦whole looked on with 
diaji^ust, and hoped that the hour of Klizabeth would «(ion come, 

Mcimwhilo Mary was outstripping her preiiecossors in contempt 
for the law. Jurors were sent to prison for returning vefdiets 
amnnst tho wish of the court. Mcn)ber.H of Parlia- 
ment were imprisoned for I Jieir conduct mtho I louse, ooiuiiuonof 1 
Customs duties, unsanctioned fry Piirlmment, were 
laid on merchandiso. FotMrcd loans were levied. Evfti vwlujro tho 
roval ojhcers were .'netting tlic constitution at ^kfiance. Tlio crown was 
rtipplcd for Jnoney. nn'litary si ores w’crc rolling, fr>i-trc»scs unrepaired, 
tho licet nuseaworlhy. Kngland never saw a more wndchod time. 

Such was the state of things when in Ih.^iV Mary, to please her 
husband, and in defiance of tho marriage scdtlemeni, 
plunged tho CN)untry into WMr wiili I'rance. A few JP’ranco, 
troops joined the Spaniards in the Low Countries, and shared the 
cajdnre of tho h>\vn of St. Quentin. 

Tlds triumph was, however, dearly purcliased by tbe 1 of> 8 of 
Calais—a fortn;ss a« tlear to the Knglidi of that day as Gibraltar is 
to UR. Its fortifications were out of r<?pair, it^ gam* 
son was wretchedly small: and when the comnnindoiH 

^ f 

arjsiurcd the government that it wais going to bo attacked, Mary *3 
friends could only answer tlual they hud certain iiifelligenco that 
it w'aa not, IJuii tho cornniaiKhrs wrero right, and an over¬ 
whelming force attacked the fortress by swx aJid land. Then tho 
g^jvernment lost tlicir heads; they gave contradictoiy orders; they 
found that their ships could not Siiil, tliat their men had no arms; 
and within sights of tho English coast a fortrcfis, wliich li.ad been 
in our hands for two Imndred years, 'was lost in tho year 1558. 

The blow was felt terribly in England, by no one more than by 
Mary herself. Now Calais had fallen, the government were all 
energy. I5i it the time for act ion had i>aaied; the winds __ ^ 
w^erc unfavourable, a storm destrt^yed the trauRport,}, ofCAiaia ; 
and although Borne English ships lunl the honour of ; 

iissistirig tho Spaniards at tho battle of Giwveljnc.s, Calais had 
passe<l irrevocably from our grasp. Mary’s licalth 
was unfitted to bear tho blow. Deserted by her 
husband, d^ppointed of children, hated l»y the subjects whom slid 
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ftaw eagerly awaiting the succession of tlio chil»l of Anne Boleyn, 
who would sweep atvay all she tlu>?ight most dear; with 
Pole, her only trusted frlciid, stretclied on his dcath-l»ed, and under 
conjure of the pope for un.souudncss of doctrine,“-few people have 
ever lived to see so rn.iny hopes in then course of five years 

as the tnilmppy Mary Tudor* Brav\dy, however, like a Tudor as 
D««ith of faced the inevitable end, sent a messsago 

Mary. to l**ljzalx:th, whom slic recognized as her successor, 
and passed away from her s^wrows in tlie early inorriingof Novernhor 
17, 1558, A *lay Inter died Cardinal Pole, who had snccec^led 
DoatiiBof OiannitT as ArclibisUop of Canterbury. Gardiner 
oardin*rfttt<i Jiad flicd in 1555, so tluat the chief agents and 
advisors (if Mary in her aPompt to resloro Itottian 
CathoHeisiu in Kngland and to replace ihe Knglish Church und(^r 
tho authority of the pope, were removed from the scene about the 
same time as their mistress. 



CHAPTF.U V, 


Kt.iy.AtJETU, ;,4r> Y<fars). 

li(?rn 15IJ3. 

Chif/ Characitr$ of the /^t'»;y«.‘""~Arohhlsihop Furkcr; William CeciU 

B<}rU‘)gli) and bis son Uolert P'ccU; 8ir Francis WnlsiwgUam; Mir 
Nieolns Bacun; liobcrt Dmllf-y, Karl of laMcestx^r; Itolwirt iMvm.iix, 
iCarl of Ksacs.; Lonl How'ard oC Kd»ngba«n ; Sir Kraiicia Dmko ; Sir 
ITumphrcy Gilbert; and Sir ^V’alu■r Raleigh, 

Chkf PiUicett 

{x'(.lkii4, l-'raiK-?. Sj»atn. 

Mary* tieposed d. loST, ileury 11., <1. l.'SfiO, Philip 

James YK, d. Krancis II.. tl, l.^GO. 

CharkalX., d. lf>71. 
ilenry HI., d. 

Henry IV'., d. ItilO, 

EuzAnrrn wub in Jicr twenty-.sixth year wlioii t^ho was called hy 
tho iicelamution.s of the nation to become •pieen. t According to I ho 
Avill of Henry VUT., tho next heir afler l»ei‘ w{ii> Lady Kiizaneth'* 
Katharine Grey, younger >*i;-ter of tho Lady Jane; sn^pm^hy 
but, acconUng to the ordinary nile.'i. of inlieritunccj Fbtap. 
Mary, Queen Scots, had a bettor title.? A few wlio thougld, 
Klizaboth illegitimate would have .placed Mary on the throne at 
o«ce* fMary, however, had man'icd tho Daupliin of France, so 
that her accession meant tho uidoiP of Kngkiul, Scjothind, arul 
Franco'under one head,» This Philip of Sp«ihi was obliged to 
prevent at all costs, bo lie wixb furca-d to snppoit Kliziiieth. 

Xtwaus lucky for Elizabctli that such was the (iJse, 'She fonn»J 
her kingdoin weakened hy Uio bad rule of Mary and tito council of 

Edward VL; she was actually at war with France Bai^abeth'* 
jui(L as Philip was her only ally, it w^ouhl T>e most reiati<«j«witii 
sorloua to lose his help. Pldlip, however, was 
anxious to keep her fHendship, and ofifmd to marry her if a dls- 
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from the pof.c <,‘ou]^l ho obtairu'd. Put to this rJlzs^heth 
coujkl Tit'ver oonstoil, she could not ncknowled'^e the of the 
[)Opo to g^raiit sm.'h a dispoii«at.{on ft'ithoiit admitting tluit Henry 
Vill.’fi Tfmiriftgo wittn Katharine of Aragon had been lawful, frofli 
whiA it would follow that she herseif was illegitimate, \Shtf thore^ 
fore did not answer his letter, and dared, moreover, to offend 
him by making such a Hctilement of religious affairs in Kngiand 
RS Pliilip, being a rigitl Catholie, could not possibly approve. • 

“ - The now (juoen Isad no intention of Bubmiliing tA^ the pope, tmt 
fiho had no liking for tiie vi«»\va of the anient Protestants, tifhe 
H«rT«naiou« ond her chiff adviser, f'eeil, wished tliat tlu* doctrines 
viewB. qj' (Ijp Clmrcb of Mnghaan^iouhl bo so ill defintfd that 
few could not fiml an interpretation which fdioiild include their views 
withiji its pale, and that scr\'ices should be so ordered that »ny 
The Church of kdii'istian could atteiifl them without offence^! 

EnKiana. st;i'viccs, howovcr, were to be in J'higli.sh, and the 
l>ibJe was to bo freely circulated in the mother tongue. OVet tliis 
I’hnrch tlie fpiocn was dcclarcl bo in all causes, ecclesiastical 
well as civil, supremo within her own dominions.; The foily-t'vo 
Articles of Kedigion in which Cnunnor had dctinofl the doctrines of 
the C'hurch of Kiigland were reduced to tliirty-nine. The B^;W.rcnd 
Prayof'book of Kdward VI. was rovisod, amU Parliament passed 
an Act of Uniformity ordering it to lie used in all churches, and 
ibrbiiUling the use of any other form of pubis# worship. Every- 
body was to go to church, or incur the paymeist of a fuse of one 
Rhilling for each otTerwo. | 

This Bottlcinent was received by the nation without enthuKsasm. 
but without rosistanct?. The did Catholics would have liked to keep 
AttnuUftoftha the mass; the new reformers would have cleared 

much ^vhicdi they regarded as suporsitition?; 
reforms. but of the clergy, only about two hundred out of 
nine lhousnn|^l refused to accept the arrangement and resigned their 
livings, Jfary's bishops, however, with one exceplioji, refu.sed and 
were deprived, wlucli enabled Elizirbeth to appoint men to wb^m 
her aims were acceptable, at the head of whom was Matthew 
I’^arker, Archbishop of Canterbury. Of the laity many were dis¬ 
contented, and a few refused to come t4> church; but tlie great 
mass accepted the change os inevitable, and gradually, while the 
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oM genfirathxi dial away, a liovv ouo* sj^ninc: up, fo tvbom tb« 
Kuglish Km*ico bccamo aa dear a» the mass hail boon to their 
fathers* Roman Catholic laymen who refused to attend cluirch 
wrere called recusant;-*. Some rrofestants rcfus(‘d to ft<*ccpt Kb/.a- 
8 <;h*nnc, and after a time .separated themselves from *the 
('*huich. Of tliCrse the chief fu?«ds were tim Presbyterians and the 

Independents or Jbomjlsts, Others, thoimh thev re- 

—. • j • ii r-i I •* * 1 j* .1 i-" Th«l*urit«.a« 

mained in (he Clmirch, ngjtatrsl h>r uirtiser retorms. 

ohjcctiwg speoialiy to tJie lua* of the rin;< in marnatce, tim cross 
in baptieni, and to otiior j>racfiiM!s which they ti»ought to lx> super¬ 
stitious* To llicse and to the Iscparatists was given tlie ge,nond 
name of Puritans. 

To carry out KHsrahctli'fl policy, comniissioiifl were from time to 
tiine granted to biMfiops and others, uivini; them ^ 
power to in<pnrc into and punish cases of immorality HtorhOom^ i 
and heresy, and offcucos against tin* acts of Supremacy *»*••**»“■ 
and Uniformity. In IbBd, this commission became pcrmaiicnl under 
the name of the Court of High (.‘onimission, 
i In foreign affairs, Kli/.ah<;tii'ri first hiwineas wa« to make peace 
with France. Tlii?* she did in conjunction with Spain^ fitipulating 
that Calais, or a Bum of money as its etpiivalent, Eiix*»beth’« 
\VA.s to be restored in ciLflit veavs—a condition not iwUcy. 

likely to bo kept.. No one expected that England couM stand 
alone; it was assugied that it must lean either upon France or 
upon Spain. It was equfdly a.s.sumed that Elixahctli would marry 
tome one, eitlier a subject or a f<«rcigrier. JCliaabcth diatippomtod 
both these cxpcclutions. She and bet friend’^ that so lorj,g 
as Franco suppo^t^d the claim of Alary, Queen of Boots, Spain 
could never ally w'ith France against England, and she trusted to this 
fact to keep Engknd out of war unUl it was strong enough 
to hold its owi. She also saw that a marriage with a foreigner 
would displease the English and entangle! her abroa«|^ and that 
one with an Englishman would cause jealousy at home. If fdio 
married a Catholic, tlio Protestants would expect a new perse¬ 
cution; if a }?rott*stant, it would fling the Catliolics into tlm arms 
of Mary, Queen of Scots; and for these reasons she determined to 
remam Mngle. * For tlie present, therefore, her policy was to keep 
on good teims with both France and Bptiin, and riot allow Iiersclf 
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to be cliftwu inti) any match, thon^'h ^ho allowovl it to be thought 
that her haml was still a prize to bo won. 

The ilrsfc chungo iu tJjo pitnalion canio from Sootlaiul. .TJiero 
lluvrcfiintners had taken np arms at^ainst Mary of Guise, widow of 
Th«> Scotch James V., who was sup]>ort.of] by French troo[)s. TIio 
proposal. Iciiilor of the reforniers was John K.tm>x, who, however, 
had ofiTended Klizal-clh by a h;tfor written during the reign of Mary 
against tlio rnle of women. Tim Scottish ITotetitauhJ called oa 
Elizabeth to help ihenij and it 'svas propo.sed tliat Mary should bo 
declared de])o,^e<l, and that the two kingdoms should be united by 
a niarriago betwiv’U KlizalKtli ami the Knri of Arnin,’ wlio Moml 
next after Mary in the Scottish su<‘ec:>sio7u ( Elizabeth, however, 
found that Arran bud not the (pnilitics which would make him a 
desirable hu^loind, while tbo Yaciliatiiui of the Scota madd her 
distrust tbeir alliance. Tho schorne, tliendore, foil through. 

Ihiring its discussion the Frcncli king, Henry IL, died, and (Mary, 
Qiieon of iScots, and her husbaTid Francis II., becaino t)uecn and 
.. . , of Franco.The new Hoverckma called thmn- 

irtvinc:« tind solvos also Quvon and King of England. ‘ In 1560 

acotiond. Eraiicts died, wvo tim union, between Franco and* 

{Scotland xvas d.isB<dved.‘ *,Tho chief power in France fell into 
the bands of the Himily of Guise—to wliich. Maiy, mother of Mary, 
Queen of Scots, belonged—w'bo witc staunch Oatholicj?, and in 1662 
Elizabeth sent aid to the French Protestants^ of Hugneiiote, in order 
xusjabetn’a cmbnrra.ss tho govennnent. The struggle between 
towardatho GatUoUc.s and Huguenots in France was Of great 
^u«;u«tnot« and 11 .S 0 to F.hV.aboth, as it prex'ented the Catholics 
from taking an .active p^art against lier, and Iho 
ITugUfcuids were her friends. When tho Catholics had the upper 
hand she was afraid they would join Sp%ain, and llmrefore Imd to 
temporize xvith Philip; when dm Protestants were tiie stronger, she 
could he This fact makes'hor conduct appear vacfllating, 

because it depended on circumstances which she could not controb 
lutvoitofthe 'Alter a time the Netherlands, the richest part of 
pi^ijip’g dominions, were driven to revolt by Philippa 
arbitrary measures. Tliis weakened Spain, and so made Elizaheth^a 
poritiou relatively stronger. For a long time, however, she had to 
be very cafeAil. 
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IVLen her husband wua dead, Mary, Quwfi of Keots, returned 
homo (1.5GI). iShe was beinilifiil arul clever; but hho was not. popular 
her subjects, beeav\so she was a CathuUc, whilo Rsturnof Hary 
they were Proiostiiuts. After rcfu^jiiur several toScotil^a, 
marriages which were suggosteil to her, Mary with, 

married "her cousin, Ifeury Lcnl Daruloy.^ HcnryPartiioy. 
vras a grtuub'On of Margaret, widow of James IV., by her sorerrd 
liusbtmtl, and so stood next to Mary in tbo succc^ision to 
Knglish crown- boliticuby it wms a good luateh, but Tbini!i:v 
was IV lad husband. lb* was younger Ibau liLs wife, ami 

jealous, and in 1 odd, just bi.*fore h{:> sot», afl<u,iy,iiri]s 
of Knglind and 8cotjatid, was l.H)ra, he join<.*(i wdth some other 
nobles to murder Mary’s ^ eretiry, iMvid lliz-zio, io afwttnjroi' 

«h« pl;xc<al a grout deal of trust. Ui/,zio was ks«eIo. 

. V *' ..." 

dfi^ged from tho ‘todmi i?i which ho wa-s at supper with the (jncea 
and kilfod in tho antechamber. ]Sfary never forguro i>o.rnJ-iy 
her Imsbaud. IIo wsu? murdered the next year, ami murd«n-«d. 
shortly afterwards Mary marntyl Lord Bothwell, who had ]>li‘in>^d 
tho murder, to which many tlvoughf. that Mary Iicn>olf had b^c^o 
privy. Tlio nobles rose in revolt. was beaten at (.jaibcrry 

nil,l forced to abdicate, and hniuboucd in Locldcven „ ,, 

* Ilattlo of 

Castlo. In her stead her litilo son James waii CaruorryHiJi, 

crowned king. In IfjOS, Mary escaped from L(jch- 

lovcu «ind was joiHed by au army of Oitliolit's, but xtnry th^ to 

was again defeated at Lateg^-Kb*, and this liinc she 

fled to KnghitJd and implored the a-ssistance of KlS/jibclh.; 

To the qucca tJi© arrival of her couRin was somewhat cmbaitat^t* 


ioi:keaum;y of daknley. V • 

{!) .7ar«<*s IV. m, Margaret Tudoraui. (i?) Earl of Anga.*!, 
kihetl lal3. i t 




Jame« V. m. Mary of Ouiae. Margaret m, Matthew Staarv, Ear] of Unnojc. 
d, IMS. I I 

1 }■■....! 

Hwy, <3!t«*ea of fJcoU, m. Lord Daraley, Charles Stuart, Earl of Lennox, 

execiskd i&l#7- j kjiieU 10C7» j 


James 1. of KnglauU* 
d* thwi)* 


A ratxjlU iSiuart rbi 
'Whliatn Seymour* 
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ifig. KlizalH'Ut to ri’cs Ikt, but oj-Uand t!ic chaigos again^-t 

^ , Ii<‘r to’ bo b. foro a conference at Yfirk. 

RfTectofMary a , 

arrival an Mai vpresence rouscfj tlic liopcs of (ho Knglisti 
tho Eniriieb^ (.’.'ilbolics. Tbe Ibik»‘ r-f Norfolk tbouglit to iiiarTy 
Isor, but WMS put in the 'I'tiuer iVu* liis pTi'sunjplion. .The same year, 
IfiOO, tbe <.'atbo!ie;j of tin* north of Mn^laiol, lUi'lcr tbc' Karlst of 
ii.«voUofih© Nortliinuborl.iml ami Wo-tiuorelan^l broke into revolt, 
jj.pj in nurham Catluvlral, ami marelieTl on 

Tutbury, where Mary lia<l ln'cn placed. Mary was hnrne»l at once to 
('ovmitiy. aijd, l)u.‘ rei>ellinu wau a failure.’ The leaders escaped, 
but. tin.' ;;\.iver!uneiir savji;:(ely \viea,ke«l t)n-ir veniicanco on the masses, 
and lueu were han;.ti'd at i.\ ery market mips and vllhi::(e green from 
Wetherby to Newcastle. Mery was (hen kept iu eonliocment. 

Me/iuw!iiic Kii/.abcth and rarker bad pcr'^ovcrcd in their phm 
of making all people wmsliip alike, dliey found resistance from 
RfUiifiona h'dh c.Ntrome;-, Catb^dics wlio refused to attend 
u 1 .oUtranc®. ehunh Were tinc<l. l’ri<’sts who celebrated mass wore 
soarclu.'d for, tortured, ]tut to death, or iinprtsoned. On tlie other 
band, the di.sUke to Kii/.abellds C-hureli sotllenicut grew among the 
clergy, and iu JotM many of Iho London clergy, who mchulcd 
some of the abh st men of tlm time, refused to obey tlio Act of 
Ihiiformily, ami left the tdmrcli. They received a great <1(^1 of 
syinpi‘tfiy, ami were s[>ocially {♦atromV,e<{ by Kolajrt Dudley, Karl 
of Leicester. « 

l.oicestor wa.s a great favonrlto of Kli/.abeth. Throughout her 
reign KU.’.abeth bad about her men of two stamps. There w'ore 
£U«aboth's Ihe statesmen, tjiich as Cevilj Lord ll'orloijgh, witii iiir 
iavouriuti. |,«holaa Itaeou and Sir .Fraucis Wafcdngiiam, t«) whom 
she bsteucMl for their wisdom, and who addressed themselves to her 
mind. There were also Lofd Leicester, 8ir ChrLstopher Hatton, and 
others who Mattered her vanity and apipculed to her heart. Many 
thought thf^. Kii/abcth would some day marry Leicester, and she 
sometimes allowed him and men like him to have too much intiuence. 


Meanwhile the Catholics wore beginning to be convinced that they 
had nothing to hope from Khzabeth, and in lf>70 Pope Pius V. issued 
Bnaiib«thex- bull excoininunicatiiig her, ami releasing all her 
stdijects from their allegiance. This made it needful 
be vety cai^fui/ about for allies, and in 1571 she serioa^ly 
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thought of niami'ng iTenry of Anjou, brolhcr of tliO Frojicli kidg; 
tut the negotiations came to nothing. A y^jar lator the Catholic 
party in Franco masHacrocl their cluVf <j[>piun'‘iit.s on Mawiicireiof st. 
St, IWtholomcw’s Pay, atai it Kccnivtl likely that a 
Catholic icagno might he focniorl against her; hut fortimakly 
Hhlip was occupied by (he revolt of the Xelhtalaijdi?, so this tlangcr 
pjifjscii away. 

The ra])al Hull encouraged tho.sup|>orters ofQuoou Mary, and plots 
were made ort her Inhalf wljioh 'Vere A eoirstunt source of terror to 
Kli;!aK*th. Hapjuly the govenuuer^t spies gave ox- . 

‘ , * PiotR to place 

ccUout information of what went on; !)ut Parliament M<irv'owthe 
w’as very anxionSj and would gladly have aitahjted 
Mary had Klizabeth been willing to allow it. One of thetic plots 
was managed by an Ihilijiu named IhMolli; the Ihikc td Norfolk hafl 
a share in it. and was executed in conso^piencc i?i l.'iTl?. 

The groat fear was lost Franco or S[>airi slmuld inke advantage of 
tlic situation to invade Knglaijd, while MaryV friends raised an 
insurrection at homo; and so not dful diil it scoin to Ne*rotiatiorj« 
keep peace cither with France or Spain, Ih.'it in 1581 
KH'/aheth, though nt»w' forty-eight, made a pretence of Anjou, 
of intending to marry Fjands, I>uke of Anjiuj, a hrotlicr of her 
former srdtor, who li.id hecoino King of France. Tiic jc-gotiations 
serv'od to gain time, hut camo to notliinig. 

It was clear, luAvever, to all parties that the state of suf penso 
which Elizabeth ha<l contrived to maintain since her ac'<‘ession could 
not he mn.ch longer protracted* Clary’s friendn 
w'cre ns active as ever. Numbers of young Catholic of the country, 
priests, trained in hostility to Elizabeth, were pouring into the 
country. Conspiracies against tliC ^pjcerds life were numerous, 
and it was found that Tiirogmorton, th<^ lender of one of these, who 
was taken and executed, had been acting with the knowledge of 
the Spanish ambassador. i 

In the New M'orld, hgliting between the English and Spaniards 
had been going on for vearB, The Spaniards wished to exclude all 
other nations from a share either in their discoveries or their trade, 
and to this Englishmen would not submit. KxjWiditions were fitted 
out to visit America, and thoBe plundered Spimish towu.s, and 
captured Spanish treasure-ships at every o]>portuiiiiy. In 157^^, 
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I'liiKcis Di'rilic, of I V;VuiisIiiroj wvikrd Uiriiri,<,^h the. StraTt of Magellan 
iulvi the I’iniiuo (.)(;can, pltinilcre*! and oilier Spanish 

Th<^ Unffiish In <-'oa>d of Atnovie^i, and, liATuig 

t(3f) Nftw hidt;n hi^ shijr? with gold and silver, .“lailed homo 
•Voiij. Cape of (Jo(jd IIup*;, being llto lirnt Hnglii=<h- 

i!irii< \v]m» .saih'd nnind the wvirld. Ain.)thor terror of the SJ)^tJdard« 
•vv.Ls Sir John Ifawkitis, who again an.l again attaekod the S|Him&h 
{j(‘!.;ler,if'?jt.s in tin.' AVui^t Indies; lie vv.ns the first tcj Otipturo netrroes 


tho Spanianls to work in 
liraen strove liard to rival 
liina liral India round the 


Co’vni.’iiattaa of 
Ji'oKtb 
A niorica. 


(0 Aii'ioaj and to sell tiuni as rdaves to 
slio iiiine.-i ami phiidatirnis. Other llnglU 
f-io Spaniards hy linding a short ruuti; ti,> 
laffili of Arnorioa. Tiiis wa:i called the Xnnh-West Pai-ssage, And 
iiio niirru'M of Fn>hif.hi'rV arid Davies’ Straits {'till commernorato tliO 
disoovorios of two of Fh*zal»otii’s sailors?. 

Mvcii morn important were t.h<} altoTiipts of Sir Humphrey Giiberf. 
a'id his Imlf l.u'othcr, the great Sir Walter Ihdeigii, to fouml an 
I'lsglish Colony on the cdioros of North America. 
Gilberf.-t fovt. espoditlon was made in 1578, Imt 
proved a fdhne. lu t58;i, lie and Ihdoigh orgaiazed 
a jesint expedition which took possossion of Newfotuidluml, but 
Diibert hiaiself w.ls shipwrecked and drowned, and the survivors 
returued home. Italcigh, however, who, more than any other 
Knglislimaii, saw the impoiUnoc of founding a cidoTiial ompiro, 
pert'Xsverctl; and in 15St and 1585 two otlies expeditions were 
which made a selthjiTicut at tho mouth of tlio Chestipeako 
river, Tho colony was called Virginia, in compliment to tlm queen, 
hi 1580, howe>'or, the colonists returned home, and though llaleigh 
i.ont out many expeditions between 1587 and liS02, he did not 
yucccod in fornnng a permanent ficttlement during KlmibetU’s reign. 
The antagonism of Philip ami Elizaboth in Kurope, and the rivalry 
between tho English and Spaniards in America, were 
ittcvitabie. tnakiug W'ar ineviUble, and both Cecil and Leicester 
would have ^ecn glad to see tho queen plunge into it at once. 
Klizaboth, however, had tho greatest dislike to take any irrevo* 
Treaty cablc Stop; blit ill 1585 she xvent go far as to make 
with the ft treaty with the revolted Netherlandcrs, and to send 
Kotberiaucis. assistance. In 1586, the Kctlior* 

hndera made Leicester their chief officer, under the title of Stadt* 
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hoKler; but ho Old not distinguish himsiilf, and dturing tlio siogi* oi 
55ulpht5ii ono of the moi5t briliiant KugUshmcn of the day, JSir 
Plaih> Skluey, ytm kiilod. 

War mi'i now certain between England and Spain, and the 
oxisteace of Mary, <^>uce!i of Scvf.'t, becaiuo a rtill greater dangiV to 
Elizabeth. U.was beJieved that J^he was plotting _ 
aganuit the (jneon H life, and in 158-1 an association Mait. oi 
wa,s furmedj with the sanction of ]'’.irliu3nent, to protect 
Elizabeth fiiuii astii^is-inailon, atid at the same tnuo a strict watch 
was set over Mary. When llnj g.»verntnent had dotonninod to act 
agiUiiatMarVj they were not very scrnpulous in the honesty of their 
dealings. A trap was laid to tntanglo her in a treasonable cor- 
respoiidence, and hi 1580 proof was obhiinc d that tdio was privy 
to a plot for ElkahethV ttssai^sination whicli had been made liy a 
young gentleman mimed Ihtldngion, Mary was tried liy a special 
commission, aiul found guilty. Eli/.al;etli wtts long in yigniiig tlw 
warrant for her death, and oven when she bad done so, intended to 
dehiy its execution; hut the council had it carried itdo etlect, and 
in February, 1587, Mary was «.:x<*cuted. The news of her death was 
received by the nation us a rclivf. 

In dying, however, Mary left her claim to the crown to tho 
lnfanta> t>f Spain, Philip’s daughler, who was in a remote degree 
n descendant of Johji of (huujt. I’liilin at once 

. .,,, ' • r Armada. 

detcrmiiica to onh^'co her rights by an uivasion of 
England. For this end ho prepare«i a gigantic Ikct, named by 
the Spani«ardt> tho Armuehi. pn-parations were, not allowed to 
go on wdthout interrupt ion. In 1587, Sir Francis Drake I'mI an English 
fleet against lhe*great p<jrt of Cadiz, and deslroytsl a large part 
of VhilipV stores and traug]>orl. Tho next year, 1588, all W'as 
rea<ly, and the Armada set sail. Philip’s ordorn wore to sail up 
tlio EiJghsU Channel through tlio Straits of Dover, and then to 
land at one of the Nethcrbnd ports in order to take on board 
the Duke of Parma, with his well trained army. Thif whole body 
was then to attempt the invasion of England. 

On tho English.^side vigorous preparations had been made for 
their reception. A con^iidefable army was ready to Pr«i>ar 4 ttons 
defend London. The militia of overy county w'as ready 
to march at a moment’s notice as soon as the beacon glare sent 
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from liill to toll llio of tlm The chief reliunce was 

placcf] on the fleet, ci'nimainied hv Lind ifoward of ICihngham, who 
wnH a Kunnan (’atholie, ainl also a relation of the <]nocn tfimwgh 
Amie Ihvleyn. Witli him were Drake, Frobhiher, llawkina, and 
fill Iho great. scaTMon of iho day. Drjfortuuutely, Eli/atxdh’s turn 
for economy liad cut d(Avn the storos of powder and victnalH to 
tlie lowest j)oiut; but the nailers waited with brave though ajixious 
hearl.:^ the isKtio of the combat. 


When tlio huge fleet hove in sight, tho English did not attempt 

to stop il3 progress, Tlicy let it pass, and then, <|iuckly pursviing. 

„ tlioy liung uiKm its nsir and attacked every ship that 

arimnercftlio , 

EoifiiBh lagged b* hiri<I. Tho wind was n[) Cljannel, so t!m 
atuck. light thjglish vessels wuro able to catch, tho Spanish 
hulks when they cIkisc; and if they drew off, the Spaniard-s ooiiltl 
not pursue against itio wind. In tlfis way the figlit raged along tho 
(diaunel, the English carefully taking tJio powder out of each ship 
tlioy captured in order to supiidy their wants. At Just tho Straits 
of Dover wore reached, and tho Spaniarils took refuge in and 
near Calais Inirbour, ami waited fur events. Ihit tho Engli.dii 
could not alford to wfiit; biitli ammunition and provisions were 
running slioit; so, to force the Spaniards on, they sent lire-shfjw 
among tiiem, and compelled them to cut their moorings. 

Tlien caino tlio crisis; if tho Spaniards could make the Nether- 
land shore, they had still no cause to despair. Hut tlio wind hcljKal 
, tho English, who contrived to get between the 
the spAnith Spaniards and Uioir friendly port, and to drive them 
into tjic Nortii Stsa. Once there, return against the wiiid 
wa« impossible. Norway and Denmark were unfriendly'. A .storm 
rose, ami nothing remained but to make the best of their way round 
tho rocky cmist of Scotland^aad Ireland, and so return home. The 
English fleet did little more agaunst them; but the winds blew’, and 
the waves ro^e; storm after storm drove tho Spanish vessels on tho 
cruel rocks; and of that noble armament, which might have changed 
the history of the world, a few shattered ships alouo reached Spain. 

Tho defeat of tho Spanish Armada, tho most glorious ovent in 

Effect of th« Kh>.abeth. completely changed the posi- 

victory oa the tion of England. During the remainder of the reign 
England had lUtle to fear from Spain. Her soldiora 


country. 
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nml sAilors attacked the Spaiiish wlji'ir'vt^r tl»oy cou 1 <l fin^l them, 
even ag^aiust enormous o»l(K ami in ir>l^t», when Philip had col- 
leotet] a new Arniada at Cadiz, Howard, Knleigh, and Kssex sailed 
into the harhonr ;\!ul destro}'<Hl or e{ipiuro<l all the ships pntler 
the guns of tlie forU. No more had tlie queen to tviin her 
sails between France nml tSpaim llerjry of France was proud to 
accept Klizahoth as his ally, and the emMnics of the* qtieen at 
homo ami abroad de, j.>niro*l of succcsh. It was a turning-point in 
other w^ays. Within a year Leice.i^ter dlotl. Walsinghain smui 
followed him. Ocil^ Lord Burleigh, w^as growing oldj and new’ 
figures came upon the scene. 


Of llu'se the most srtriking was Ihd'crt Devereux, Karl of Fssex. 
ilc had the atiractivenoss of heir-csicr, but ho was a greater man. 
Ho had great schemes, but ho did iiot agree with tho Th«»Arior 
other stntesjTK’n of tho time, Jhirleigh ami the 
queen wished to bring to an end tho Spaiiish war; Flsse.x wanted 
to continue it, for he thought Knglaiid might gain much by coinpiest 
ami coh)nization. Of late tho queen h id been very stern both to 
thu liouKiU Catholics and to the ruritana; Essex, on the other 
hand, had used oxpres.^ioris sliowing a wish to tolerato hath, Ifo 
aEo failed to conciliate Lord Burl«.'jgh’s son, Ilobert CcmuI ; and ho 
wa.s viewed wdtli jealoasy by Kir Walter Ibihtrgh, Lord Cohham, and 
Other courtiers. On the other hand, ho was tho idol of tJio people 
and tho favounte the queen. 

'ihrouglunit the reign Ireland had heen a constant Bourcc of truuhle 
and expense. The Tudors hiul sfcaflily pursued tho policy of biking 
land from the rebel chiefs and giving it to F.nglish Btat 0 of 
pottlcrs}, Thb* was extremely unfair, because in Ireland. 
Ireland, land belonged, not to the chief only, but to him and his clan, 
or sept; and so Uie innocent clansrneii»snifcred for the guilt of their 
chief. Consequently relxjlHotis, in which the English Bottlers wcfo 
massacred and their homes burnt, were numerous. sOno of thosa 
rebellions broke out in 1505. It waa led by O’Neal, o'N«ai*« 

Earl of Tyrone, and help was given b> him l>y Spain, r«b«mon. 

O’Neal was an excellent general, and made the most of tho hog.^ and 
woods which embanwed tho regular soldiery. Sir John Norrifi 
died, worn out by pursuing him, and Sir Henry Bagnal was killed in 
an ambuscade at Blackwatcr. Essex had talked so much of what ha 
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would have done Iiad ho lieou there, that all parliccj united to press 
««»»*: ««)nt to hiju to go out a:? dc|*u(.}'. He was obliged to accept 
*5i)flilion! better tliaii hu predeecjsyors; and 

Hf> rejAirna to fearing that hia enemies wore plotting agabist 

Bu'rfiana. hiin^ he suddenly, without leave, returned homo and 
threw himself on the quceids mercy. ease wa.^ investigalcd, 
and he was kept for a time in. hunoumblc eotidnement. 

I‘Isr.(!x’ :-pirit chared at tliis, and on his reheibo he began to 
currt't'pond willi James of S('*>ll{U\d, and to form friendships with tho 
^ , .riirUan separatists, ami c.' jh.'ctcd round him bodies of 

Fjs-':?*.* plotn ^ , 

uKainftt tho disconhMUed CathoIics and clislrandtMl Boidiers. 'lliero 
nut.o». (tuult tliat he meant to change the govenimeut 

by force; hut (ho council heard of liis proceedings, and determined 
n« iit(a>f%«>ci strike first. Essex resisJed; but liis plans were not 
ftnaexccutert. ready, and bo was seii'icd, and execwte<l for 

treason. Ilia death is said to liavc preyed very much xtpon 
Klizahcth’s mind. 

lu tb.t 3 latter years of tlie reign rarliarnent showed greiUor 
Lndepcndvnco than in tlio earlier. Tim defeat of tho Armaila 
Attitude of relieved tho English of a great aii.xicty, aud 

iPftrUaRKirit. after it they were loss ready than before to put 

up with highdiinided conduct on the part of the court. Their 
Monopoiio* chief grievance was the existence of monopolies, 
rthoiisiwi. Those, like our patents, were riglits/o sell a particular 
article, but they wero not gh’cn, like patents, as a rewanl for 
invention, but to somo courtier or otlmr, and the extra price he 
charged was really a tax on tlic nation for his benefit. These had 
been granted rocklcssly, as an easy way of Sintiisfying g:recdy 
applicants for court fiivoxtr, anrl were very unpo]>ulur- Parliament 
ill 1601 insisted ou their being alKilishtnl, and when the queen saw 
that tho House was in earnest sho promised to give way. 

Though Iho^reign wxis in many w’ays glorious, it had been a liard 
time for tlio poor. Eli^aljcUi had done good senico by renewing 
i>i»tr«sflamdn« fhc Coinage, and getting rid of the bad money of 
the poor. VIII. and Edward VI.; but pnees had still 

kept high m proportion to wages, and the enclosure of commons 
!iad still gone on. Consequently in every parish there were numbers 
of poor; and as, now the monasteries were gone, there wus no one 
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l.>u«uei»a it \va3 to rolievo them, tlio clniroUwar*,Uui^ wort' 

uKowcij first io a*sk voluntary aljus, ruul ailersvarda to lovy a rate for 

their Bupport, In 1601 all tlio acts on tlw subject 

were recast, and Ibo maifitexiaucc of tho impotent 

poor, and tho Betting; ihc aMc-bodied to work in worbhoaMe.v\vas 

iatru^itod in each pan>,U to ro;.nilar piardian.^. 

After tho (Icalli of Miuy, Queen of Scots, it wais pretty certain 

that her Bon James wowl'.i wiccecil Khxati'et.h; for tbo claim of 

Katharino (irey and her cliildrim in virtue of the. - . 

/, It Death of 

wni of Ik'firy Mil. was no longer thmiglit oh Queen 

Tho queen did not like to thifik of James being her 


Bucccftftor, but it began to t>e undor.'dooJ thiit bo would ho tlm nest 
king; awl whem Eliz^ibutii dic<l, hi llK.C, (hero wasj no question »a 
to the Bucccsision. 
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XVII.-THK STUARTS* 


JnTli(?s 1 ., — Atum of Donnuirk^ 
I a. IGll), 


^ •i.UJ W,* 


! ) 

H«nrv, Char lea, 

d, mh, 

{ 

1 i 

Charles XL, Jaiiios IX., 

lUGu-j 08a. .10.s:>-1 

d. 1701. 


KliztU.'oUt 

a. 10(J2. 


Mriry WlDiftiu 


a. looo. I ot! 

(han;;c, 

f a. 10^.0, 

I.j I 

James Anno, Mary, .r William III., 
(fchcoM 1702-1711, 1 ivH;M702. 

l‘roteijafr), 


1 )* 

a* 1 < 


f 

rrincc llu|K:it, 

a. io-y 2 . 


■■’■; "'r.. ■■" 

rrinof Jfftnricc, 

a. 10.72. 


Sopfun 1- I.loctor 
d. 1711. 

Goor^jo I., 
17,11-172/. 

IJcorLjf: If, 


XVIir.—BOXJHBON KINGS OF TRANCE, 

Henry IV., la 89 ~lii 0 Sf, 

lAjuis XIV., WIS-KIS. 


i l-Vcilonck 

wi: (lie 
riiUtiimte. 


of Hanover, 


1509-1715, 
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J.SMKS 1., 22 

. • » 

Dorn lofjfj; nutrri*'*!, I'/SD, Anfit‘ of Dt'nriiArlc. 

Chi'./ Churnrlt-rr^ t‘f the /iVSir Wai{<»r linloigh ; fVciU of 

.Sali.-jbury ; <'n<i‘sUy ; <';irr, l\arl <>f *S()in» r!i;«'t; (.•<‘nrgo 

Duko of nijckinj.'hjou ; 8»r Frnuci.i linoon (Viscount St. Athnn’s); 
l'k\n';n>l Coke; J*>hn SeMon ; John r>m. 

Chif] tJ/'y iV'o.frjr. 

I'rancr, .Spain. 

Henry fV., ,1. ir.IO. PliiliH HI., il 1^21. 

l.oiiis XIH., <1. likkJ. I’hllip IV., 0. 

.C\>iKs VI. of Si'otl.’Uiil, tho t-on of M:iry, Qneon of Soots, nn*! 
I.onl Ikiriilov, lioo.'uno .lainos I. of Kni^laiul t*y rijjilit of dosoont 
from Ills f^rc‘>it-;jrandniotljer. Marg'arot. danuhtor of Henry VU. 
Mo was tlio first of tlu* Smart ,sovf‘i*ri>rn.s. a family who, with tho 
oxoojition of the (.'ommoitWi’aiili from to reigned in 

Hnj^land one hundred and eleven yc-ars. At hi# fl occasion dames 
JameB' was tliii ty-seven years old. He had been Kini:^ of 
^^vIew«’on”'^ Seutlaiid ,since lie was a baby, and he had very 
i»ovBi*nm«nt. oxa^^^crateil idoAS A.s to the rights of povereigns. 
The Tmlors lut<1 never tronhlcd about the theory# of govoniniont 
so long iis they had the j^ower to do what they likcth and they 
Imd nsnaliy i^keii care that what they did agreed with the wisl^tw 
of tiro majority of their subjects, dames, on tlie contrary, thought 
nuiclk of the theory of govennnerd, but had little idea of winning 
re.spoct, while his slovenly and gluttonous habits contra.stcd ill 
with the dignity of the Tudors. For all that, dames xvas a learned 
man. and knew more about foreiicn alTairs, and about history and 
religious controversy, than most of his contemporarit's; but he 
hod little judgment, and w^as* ealled by the witty Henry IV. of 
Franco, ‘‘the vvi.sest fool in Christemlom.” Parliament hadj>eguii 
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to Ini ivtitive Qucon EIi/.alu'tlj, and it was not likoly that 

it would be more 9teA»ly whou Iho reins were handed to sueli 
a mao ns the i>c<lantic James. On tlio ntlier hand, it could not 
be expwdctl that the now sovereign would up nyits whieh had 
V>een exorcised by bis prcfh‘<.’ossors, so Uiat a quarrel beiwoe?i king 
and Farliarnout was inevitable. On his ron<l from Scotland, James 
hanged a piok|wicket at Newark witimut the form of trial, and this 
act, which violated a host of statutes from Magna Curta downwanls, 
was A fitting pndude to the new era. 

tiwk for hi.s minister Rolwrt Cecil, the eon of Eli/,al.>eth*.s 
minister Burleigh^ who inlierited tlie p<diey of his father, ^liis 
was a very soro blow to Sir Walter UalcigU and Lord CobfinrnJ 
who had hoi>c^d to mipplant Cecil, ari*l were disnppoinlt'd to 
find that James intended to give him Ins confidence. (^Raleigh, 
was dt*priv«?d by James of the post of captain of 
the royal guard. They therefore discussed a plan for getting 
rid of Cecil, and ponsibly thought of placing on Th«j«ainfcnd 
tJie throne Arabella Stuart (sco p. 211), nioco Byo.Kot». 
of Lord Bamley, in case James proved obdiir-atc. At tho samo 
time, some Uoman Catholics ami Furitan^lo<l by Watson, a priest, 
and Lord Grey do Wilton, a Puritan, who had been friends 
of Essex.ii^lkcd of seizing the king and fijrcing him to grant 
toleralionN'These two plans w-ero called tho Main and llio Bye 

Plots. Cecil heaftl of Uicm, arrested the leaders, rtnjariiionmcnt 
and cleverly tried them as if iho two plots were 
the same. By this means he contrived to get rid 
of hjs enemies, Cobham .and Ualeigh, w’ho were coudcriinr;d to death 
and thro^'u in^> the Tower; and for nine years Cecil was the 
leading minister. 

.Both Roman Catholics and J^uritar^ hoped to find favour with 
James, The first rclie/l on bis descent from Mary, Queen of Scots^ Jho 
second on bis Presbyterian education; but they soon^ound tJfat he 
was determined to uphold the religious settlement of 
5|}lzabeth, ^n 1604 a conference vras held at Hamp- 
ton Court wlween the bishops and the represenU- 
fives of the Puritans^ It simply served to show how trautaiionof 
much they differed, and^ihe only gowlf hat.came from 
it order for a new translation of the Bible. This translatioa 
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%vas itjiKlo cart fully, aii»l is slill Ui:ojl in churches iiiuler the name 

of(^tO AutljoTL^oul Vcr.sicny -iVitli the Ilomun Culliolics Jamcd had 

more fiymjiathy, but Padiameut alone emdd alter the la\v*^, and 

Jamcfi’ first I*udiamcnt, which met in 1G04, wa:-5 Puritan in feeling, 

ami, so far fruin duin;,^ thi?*, pressed for grcftter ^^cverity. 

mie more rt i klos^s Roman Catliolics^tliGrcfore, who had Bharcd 

in l^.sscx’ consjiiracy ami tin? Bye l^IotJoinder the load of {'utesby, 

f Thn determined to blow up king and Padiameiit togHher^ 

Tlioir plan was well laid, and {tl\oy) were fi>rtnmdo 

enough to^hlro^oine cellars under the Iloupe of Lords^ where they 

ht<,)red tiieir gnnpuw»lcrjl»ut the date of Parliament Vi meeting being 

again atnl again put off, and their fuuda rnnnin" ijhoct, they wer<» 

obliged to IctiBomc rich men pito their secret, iMud their plauB w«m>* 

know’ll to the governniciity The meeting of Podbrnent war# 

at length fixed for November hth, 1005, hutftit tlio last moment' 

the cellars-were searched, and Guy Fawkeg) a iVarkshireman, whc> 

had fonglit in tho Spanish service,^as found ready to fire the train. 

On leaniing th*^ news of his urrest, uio otiier conspirators, who had 

assembled at Diuiohureh, in Warwickshire, intending to ralso tho 

country as soon us tho oatastropho occurred in lAUidon, lied for 

their lives, and fimght desperately when attacked. By acdikut, 

how’cvor, their powder blew’ up, and many of them were ki!led> 

Tho ifst, >vith Fawkes, were tried and executed. Their plot was 

w a terrible inisfvulrino for theij” fellow-Catholics. 

How tho plot 

«ir«ot<sdth« Quite niijufetly they were credited with a reckless 
Catholics, willingness to uso any means, however horrible, t<y 
gain their ends, luid many voorH passed away before ignorant 
p»eop!o ceased to believe that when nny evil liap|>t?iied the HotOan 
Gatholios wore at the bottom of it. As soon as Parliament agftln 
met, tlie laws against the Roman Catholics wcto made ttvoro scvitire. 

As might have K'^cn expected, from the divergence of tliehrvi^^ 
on religion ftt>i politics, the relations between James and hts Paiiia'f 

.Taaitti’first were from tho first unfriendly. In hia fot 

PftrUasMmt. summons, itssued in ICO4, James ventured to 

the electors not to choose outlaws, or men of extreme 
religious views. Buckinghamshire, however, ebosiO 
Goodwin, an outlaw; and a new election was ordered by thij^ 
Chancellor. Tlie House of Commons remonstrated aga^t 
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violation of ilieir rigliLs, ao«l the king luol to give way, Thits victory 
gave iho Hottse ti<e nVht to sclUc the morit'? of alt clecttou^f, 

and \va« of ^vat Importaiico. In tlio case of f^liirley, Arr«at«or 
>v!»o Iiad keen imprisoned for 0v:1>t, it wajj CKtaldi;d\e<l 
that no moinbor couM bo nrrcfiJ.cd^ except on a cliargo of tlva^•or^, 
felony, or brcacti of tbo peace. Ai the close of the sei^aion of 1604 
the? Honso of Coisunons rceorvled their opinion tliat liio pvivih.\i;jC‘8 of 
Parharricnt had boon mcac nniversitily and da?igt*ronsly iinpngnctl 
than ever, as* ihey jJuppose, since the beginnings of r»iTu\iuctib!.'* 
fJamesyino^^l serious violation of tbo kw was in roKpcct to 
huSrtioii. llkfealn soJirccs of income w-oro the Crown kutis, tho 
feudal dnea, and tonnage and poundage, which were 
granted to him for life. Tonnage meant a taN^of 
from 1«. (ki. to 3^f.(l(!vicd on each tun of wino or llfpior coming 
into or going out of th.c kingdom, and poundage a similar 
ikf. to every pound of dry goods. The rates on each ftvticlo 

wore recorded in u boo]^ James, wdio through tbo oxtnivagancc of 
iVic court was sore j tressed for money, claimed to alter tlumo rates as 
iu> chcfjO, and the adfiilion?? ho made in 1*108 Vvtjrc calir<l t.lio Imposi- 
tiousi. In the case of Iktc, a rnerehant who rcfu.?ed to pay, (lie judges, 
who could liiou be disraissed from their po.sts at ibc king’s pleasure, 
dockk*<lnguijiiit him; but tlsc CmnrnouH never ccuscd to lirotcst against 
the Impositions, which infringed their right to control ta-vation. 

Oa roalUjm of general politic.^ tho Common.^ agreed wuth the 
king no bettor than on luatters of prlvilegf?. In 1607 Tarliameiit; 
refused to allow Engkiid and Hoot land to be united policy 

into one kingdom, as .Tames wmuld have liked, and r«i«ctod. 


contented it^elf^witb «loing away witli the hostile border laws, 
exactly a ccnfairy before the union of the tw'O eoinitrica in 1707, 
Jamee propo&ed to commute tho payment of feudal diieo, and tbo 
rigHts of wardship and nmniago, for a fixed tax of JC200,000, 
levied open latKk held by feudal tenure. This Ao Coramom? 
thought too much, and the plan b«jke dowm 
On foreign polities James was no more in accord with his subjects 
than in other raalters. James was very desirous, as BlizabetU had 
latterly been, to make peace wntJi Spain. This policy 
was unpopnlar, for the English had made money by 
sackhijlr^P^’^*^^ towns and plumlering Spanish tTcasure-^ships, and 
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no wiMi to bo at peace. Kli/abolh, moreover, had al\va)’?4 
wiHhcd to keep up a closo aJlmnro with Krance ; but James 
to make Spain Faiglarnrs cJiicf fiionJ, and this the nation disliked. 
As }ortj^ as KoIx*rt liOrd Salisbury, lived htj tried to hold 

iiiflupnco of James to the traditions of Elizabeth, in this he 
Robert Cecil. tulcrubly siiccejisful, and in 1012 he ncijotiatcd 
a marriage between James’ dauj.jhter Kl.i/.abeth and Eredenek, 
EhiCtor of tbo Valatinate, one of the leadin;^ Protestant princes 
of (Jermany, and one who was hostile to Spain and Austria. Un¬ 
fortunately, Cecil died shortly after the wedilin^', anl }>yan unhappy 
coincidence lie was soon followed by James’ rklest eon Henry, a 
Death of prisu'C of L^rc.it promise, who was the hope of those 
Princo Henry, who disliked Spain. After tlie death of Cecil and 
James allies Princo Kcnry, James ilnftod rapidly away from 

with Spain, l^runco, and became, a clo.so ally of Spain, He 

hoped inncli from a man iaj.^<} between his secund son Charles and 
a Sjiarilsh fuince.s.s, for he oxpecte<l to pay his debts out of tlio 
lady’s dowry, and also to gain increased inlhicnce abroad. 

Meanwhile the energy of tho country was linding now out¬ 
lets. After tho failure of Essex in Ireland, Mountjoy w'as madtj 
Emriiah Jej)uty, and before the close of Kli7.al>ettrs reign 

Mttiemontin ho Iiad put down the rebellion, and bridled the Irish 

iieiand. Ulster by building small fort.s in every jrosition 

of importance, which he ganisoned ^vith picke*H soldiers well pro¬ 
vided with provision.^*. His successor was Arthur Chichester, ono 
of Irelamr.s best nders, who did justice to all alike. Unfortunately, 
new troubles thretv a great deal of land into the hands of tho 
government. Chichester advised that the best land should be given 
to the liish, and tho remainder to English and Scottish settlers. 
Tho government, liowovcr, rejected his counsel, ainl after giving Uie 
best Iota to Uie settlers gave what remained to the Irish. The new 
eoinera showed themselves to be men of energy, and in their Iianda 
Ulster, which had been the wildest, became tho most prosperous 
district in Ireland; but the wTonga of the dispossessed Irish were 
never forgotten, and sowxd tlic seed of a wild revenge at a later day. 

After Sir Walter Raleigh’s imprisonment the project of colonmng- 
Virginia was taken up by a body of merchants and others, styled the 
Virginia Company, It was some time l>efore they made a permanent 
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sottlcmeiit, but at It'ugib, in 1007, an expc<:Vitiou led by John 
Smitli ituicceo<led, and su laid foundation of tho B^ainniaaor 
United }^tato«. Tlio year a colony was also 
cstabliiilK’d <jn Iho Wc.sl Indian Ihlaiid, Bcrniude?;. 80 
that the date I0U7 «nav be taken aa lliat when the Kn^Iish co'ionial 
cjijpire wan founded, 'i l»e next yctthirci in AiTterica wore 
who disliked tlio. rcdij^inu.s .settleniont rriairitained by James. In 160H 
a body of Xotttin^h.uii.'-ildre Indopciiderita left Kngland, and b‘etlle«l 
at the town of Leyden in nolhtiul. After a time they thought they 
sho\iId profcp a ccmntiy life, and in li>20 they mailed from Knglaml 
10 America in the AfoW/oJoer, and calhal the place where they hmdod 
Kow Blyraouth. Their land was situated in a t(}ini>orate climate, 
like that of Kngland. It ha<l no go]<h nor wan it suited for growiiig 
sugar or tobacco, so the cidoni-sta kept abroad tho habit ot indiin* 
trioubly tilling tho ground wit!i their own haudM, and so remained 
vigorous and encrgi tic, neither enervated l»y a relaxing climate nor 
demoralixed by tho institution of slavery. Their exanriplo was fob 
low'cd by others, and t-oon a new England, Buritan in faith and 
agricultural i«» ]*rotV:s>,ioti, grew up on the eastern coast of North 
America. tfeVc map, 

Under Eh^ibeth the Eftglinh had carried on a flourishing trade 
with India and Afn'oa and tlie ports (T the Aleditcrranean, and 
just before her dixatl), in ItKKt, the Kast India Trodiiur 
Company was for^jcd for the purpose of carrying on companie*. 

trade wdth that couutry\ Under James cmnmerce ac<piircMl still 
greater importance, lu those days trade was alniost always in 
the bauds of companies, just aa niilw’ays are now, and e vet^ branch 
had its coTTiptuiy, such as tlio Smyrna Company, tho Turkey 
Company, ami so forth. Most of these companies had their liouscs 
of business in Loridon, and th.eir c|itablb<hmeiit led to London 
getting far ahead of other English towns as a mart. Tills incroa.so 
of London was looked upon with jealousy by tho ki(jg8, but it was 
a great source of strength to Parliament, of which the T<<ondon 
merohants were the most energetic supporters. 

AVhen Cecil was dead, James allowed liimpclf to fall into tho 
liamls of favouiite.s. Of these the first was Loi^ert jrameii* 
Carr, a wortbiess but Jiandsome young man, whom favourite#, 

he made liar) of Somerset. To please him James furthered tho 
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divorce of the Karl of Ksscx from hw w'ifo, whom Somerset then 
married. Prcj?«.*ntiy it waa found tliat Somerset rmd his wife vrer© 
concerned in a murder. She was tried aiul found guilty, and 
Somerset waj? <]i?«grac(;d. The nc?xt favourite was George Vilhera, 
also ^SaiuWmo but a better man than Somerset. On him tine king 
showered favours, and, Ihougli ho had had no cx])eFieiico, preferred 
Ills advii‘0 to that of wiser men. Under the guidance of these 
bivourilo.s tlie expenses of the court roso threefold, and in IdH 
damca, in spite of the ft<lditi(mal income gained from the Imposi¬ 
tions, found lan’i'^elf obligtnl to call a Ihirliamcnt. Some of the 
The Addled courtiors undertook to secure A friendly one, for which 
I’Hi'ria.mettt. reasf»nthcy wore called “undertakers;” but^’hen it 
met, the king found it so hostile that, beiiig dissolved before it had 
passed a single measure, it was callctl the Addled Parliamont.^ 

For seven years ho ruled widioiU a ParHament, and during tliosc 
3 ’eara Janies itunodcllcd the government after his own ideas* In 
legal raattx'rs his chief adviser w;is Sir Francis B;icon, author of 
tlie “ Essays,” and of the “ Advancement of I.earning,” who rose to 


bo chancellor in 1(518. Like most Chancery lawyers, Ilacori had a 

nr 

high i<h?a of the king’s t>o\ver, and wished to sec it used well; but lio 
was too weak to take a strong lino, and was willing to keep his place 
while his good advice was disregarded. As a lawyer, Ikicon’s rival 
oismiasai Ikhvoid Coko, wdio w'as dismissed from his post of 

Of Coke. Chief Justice in iClO, as a warninsj to the judges that 
thc\^ held their posts only so long as they pleased the king. 

Meanwhile tlie greatest of EUxabethan heroes, ^ir Walter 
Ilaleigh, w.as a prisoner in the Towvjr^xvi iting a bisiorj'’ of the world* 
and amusing iiimgclf with chemical experiments.^ lIowever,iQti 
1016, James^rdored bis release, aud&lowcd him to go on a voyage 
to Guiana m search of a goM'Uiiu^ whoso whereabouts he had 
Iciumt on a former voyage. ^At the bauio time, ho was ordered not 
to enter into hostilities against the Spaniai-d!^ It Kcem.s to have 
been James’ Itlea from the beginiung that, if Baleigli foond the mine* 
the benefit would go to the cro'wm, but that, if he failed, the fault 
could all l>e laid n[>on his ehouldera. (Unfortunately, the expedition 
proved a failiirei Kaleigh himself remained at the month of the 
river, and sent hia son, under the care of Captain Keyniis, to search 
for the mine. A\ fight with the Spaniards ensued^ in which young 
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|lalc%h was killed, an<I Keyinis, d«.wjx\iring of success, teturued to 
Ute idKips.. BiiicigU tiiorj |)rt)i>o.se<l thut aa aitiick HAUUh* 
diouMlm made on the ^{>amsh treaMirc-flcot; but his «aeiH»diiioa ana 
capt'Ufis refused to follow him, and the expediliou 
returned to Kngland. Except at court, lUleigh was the' .most 
popular man in Enghind, for James' fnendship for S[>aiji was 
deifiiitcd by the nation; butthinking only of not ofibndmg 
tbc Spaniards, threw the whole blamo for the lighting on Sir Walter, 
and, after otforing ti> give luin up to the Spanuinls, had himj^ocuted 
OQ his old .Heiitenci^W'hieh had never been eorniuutt:d. 

Tho dit^graeeful Si^oritieo of lldeigb, the extravagauco of the 
court, and the mflueiicc of fuvouvitos brouglit James’ govornmont 
itilo utter contempt; but in 1621 Jtmics thought that he Tuight 
induce his subjects to forget the past by asking them to aid him in 
helping the Gm'rnan PraterJantis* War bel.ween the Catholic and 
protcGtaut Goiman Slates had long beeu irnnunent, and matters 
reached a crisis when,^!! 1619, the Protestant PKdicmians olo^>ted 
Fretlcrick of the I’ulatmcito their king, in^toad of tho Cathvdk; 
Ferdiniwid of Styria^lio two days afterwards w’as chosen Emperor. 
|ks Jamca was his father-in-law, Frederick hoped to have Eng¬ 
lish support, and also Uiat of tho Pnatestant powers^ while ho 
expected to be attacked by the Austrians and Spaniards. AVhilo 
James was hesibiting what to do, llio Austrians Tire’ 


attacked l h>l|w^M a and tho Spaniards {lie Pakr*^ 


Y«i 


1620 FrCiacrick wiw cxpe]jc<.l from both conn.td fijjjl These 
twems roused the greatest indignation in England, VoIunbiWs hurried 
to Germany, to fight for the cause of tiie princess and her husband. 
K^en James was for a moment roused, and calle^l a Parliamont. 
Slost Kngliahm^n hoi>ed that war with Spain would bo immediately 
Vleclared, for tlicy saw that the shortest way to help Fro^lerick vras 
to attack his real enemy, Si>am jAiut James still relied on negotiations, 
ftiid hoped to find sorne way of thwarting Spatiish policy without 
involving himself in hostililiCK with tho Spaniards, 

When Parliament mot, however, tho Commouit, especially as 
they found that James had no notion of war, gave more atten¬ 
tion to the ahuses at home than to foreign afiTair??. 

TheiT: cldef act was to impeach somo of the king’s 

mmisters. Impeachment, or the trial before the Uonso of Lords 
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of at» off^.'inkr accused l)y the House of Couuuous, had Imjcu dUuse<i 
iu England since the case of tlje Duke of SiilVolk in 1450. It was 
RAvivAiof revived, and Sir Giles Mornj»esson and Francin 

impeiicameat, jJacon, HOW lord dutucellor and Vis<:ount St. Albair«, 
were! impoachod. The charge against the forini.T was the holding of 
ruunop(.*lic:^, against tlie latter the receiving of lu'thos* Both were 
eunvicted and punished. hy this assault on liis imnisler?, 

.Tames was less able to hear the inipiines which tho Oonunous 
direct<‘<l into abuses. James asierteil t!iat tlua'r privileges sprang 
from Ills grant, .and forbade them to medillc with religion and foreigT^ 
alVairs. d'he Cmnmons retortejl that “ tlioir lilnji ties atid privileges 
piiriiamcnt uruhmbtcd birthright of tho hubjects of 

tiieaoivpd, EfigliUidJ* and James tore the protest from their 
journals with his owm hand. He then disfjolved the X^arliaraewt, 
and imprisoned ft)ur memherf;—Coke, Tym, riudips, and Mallory. 

James then went back to his negotiations witfi Spain. He hoped 
that, if his son married the infanhi, tho Spauiard.s would be willing t-o 
jf nioB interfere on behalf of his son-iuJaw I’rcdenck. This 
n««oti»*teii tho Spaniards bad no intention of doing, but thought 
witusp^jn. Jaiiicfi ought to s]»ow some favour to tJte Ihjgiisli 

Catholics. This James could not do without tho consent of Parlk- 
mcid, and to gain that was out of tho question. Hence Ihoro was 
no i>ros{>cct of a soUlcment. Th«3 negotiations, however, dragged 
. , - on, and iu 1623 Cluules and Buckingham went in 

Charles and .. . , - i . , ^ . 

BuckintThATO ulsguiso to MadiJul, and tried to win tlio infanta’s 
ffo to Madrid, roiiumtic adventure, llie pair reached 

Madrid safely, but the Spaniards were too astute t<) allow their 
flank to he thus turned. They still held to theqr terms, and as 
Buckingham proved hinisrdf a bad negociator, the treaty was 
broken off, and Charles and he returned home, loudly denouncing 
the ill faith of the Spaniards’ind calling for war. 

This quarrel had tho effect of making Charles and BuckinghAiu 

PArtiaaient ^ ^ Piirliaiuenk met, and 

vot«« eagerly voted supplies for a wslt with Spain. A 

wuh^p^L made for a marriage bctw’een IVince 

Charles and Henrietta Maria, daughter of Henry IV. 
of France, and sister of the reigning King, Look 
Xin., and war ’was imminent when, in 1625, James I. died. 


James* death. 
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CUAIUKS 1., 

Bom iimrrk d. 


(24 yoarrf). 

1025, Ikynrictla Maria of Franco. 


Chif^f Vknracicri of Oin Hcipn ,—licorjjy Duke of Duokin^bam; 

Sir John KUot \ John I'yin ; Sir Thonms Wentworth, afterwardfi Karl 
of SirafforJ; William IjiuJ, Arrlihishop of ranlcrhnry; Trynnc; 
(.!haiiiI.Kr3; John HnmptJwi; IMwanl IfyJe; Lorti Faiklaml; i.urii 
3fftrirlir>ter; Lor»l K>».scx ; WilJijun Cavendish, Karl (aflerward*? 
^far^ineas and I»uko) of Newcastle; Ferdinand, Lord Fairfax; Oliver 
Cromwell; .Sir 'Ihoman Fairfax ; the Duke of llarniUon* 

{-'hiff Cuiik'tnjjOrary /‘/‘tVe.yjr, 

Fr'»nce, Sw<xlMn. 

XIII,, d. Gui'davus xVdol[»hu», 

Uuia XIV., d. 1710. JdlDl();i2, 

At his accession Charles I. was tw(>nt\'*fivo years old. In 
character ho was a great contrast to his father. iTamca had been 
slovenly and unlgiigly in hid hahits; ('harles wm character of 
every inch a king, and won the re^jKiCt of all hy hi» cuarieei. 
maniicni and depoiimcnt. On the othrsr Itund, Janrn-s had been 
didtingnished among kings by his CMlucation and by bis a«Miuaiiitance 
with the theory*of government, both in Clturch and State; CliarlcH 
was narrow-minded, and had no special knotvledge of those imiltc^rs. 
James’ early history had taught him lh«^ need of giving tvay; Charles 
had not learned tliis. As Sir B*erdinand Fairfax said of him at his 
accession, ‘*Tho king in his own nature is very slifll'.” AVorsc than all, 
(’'harles ^vas tvanting in iijgcnnousno?<s. He trusted muclj to king¬ 
craft, and his enbjcKds fonned the opinion that his w'ord was not 
one on which thcy^jpould rely. At the same time, it must be home 
in mind that Charles* training had taught him to look on all tlie 
powers exercised by his predecessnjra as hi.s rights, and Uiat it could 
not be expected tliat he would give them up without a stnrgglo. 
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In punfeuaru'e of llic [volley of tho last Cli^trles married 
ITeiiiititta Aiaria of Franco, and luado war againi’t 
marriw. Sthain, The tiixea winch had t>ccn voted to JamCH 
Warrt«ci»red for life ceased at his and (When Cileries’ 

Bpaju. Parliament metj (ho CoiTimoiis, instead of volinj? 
(eimage and poundage for life, voted it for one year onl)^ jiiit 
„ ^ as the l\iiiiainont votes all tiixesj at the present 

ToTina(rcfl.nd , , i , . » a i 

pouBtiHUfo iitnc. Ah'jjg with this grant rarliameiit also voted 
droppeti. snhNidios. These the king accepted, hut the ton- 

tiage and poundage MU was dropped in the Lords, after one reading. 

As part of tlie plan for the Spanish war, Charles lent to the 
Flench eight bhijis, Uichelicu, however, the French niini^er, 
Irritation f^hips, nut against SpJiiii, hut against the 

ofPainatoeHt. Ungnenols of Jtfxdiolle. This imtated the Kiiglish 
J^otestantH, and when they learnt that the inarruigo treaty with 
Henrietta had given her full liberty for worship, and that Uio court 
was showing favour to the Ih^man Catholics by parvioning couviGted 
priests, Farliamcnt became so ouhspoken against the gov«:!rnment, 
and ospceially a;,j;ain!^t Buckingham, that Charles had icconrse to 
a di.ssolniion. 

U'ho populanty of Charles ami BackingUam now disappeared; 
and, in order to recall it, an c’X{>edition, intendtHj to ris'til the 
Kaiiuroof achievements of Drake and Btdeigh, wa« sent agaln^ 
^toCftSa^ Cadiz. Unfortunately it tnmeeV out a compifthJ 
Second pATiia- failure, and left tho country more irriUted tliau 
moat called, boforo- To provide hirn^^eif with funds Cliarles 
vHdlected tonnage and pound;»ge, just as though they had hcep 
granted; but in st>ito of this, he w'as forced by !«« necessities to 
call a second Biirliamcnt in 1026. 

In calling it, Charles contrived to got rid of some of the most oub- 
Bpoken members by naming them sheriffs, so that they could not be . 
returned as !||idghts of the sbiro; and to exclude tlie Earl of Mstol, 
formerly ambassador at Madiid, whose revelations might have heou 
most incouvenieot to Buckingham, by refusing to send liim a writ. 

Those devices completely failed; membere elected 
w'ero as determined aa ever, and the lords.Ii^rti^ 
c.^pou$ed the cause of liOrd Bristol Sir ttadioy 
Diggeas and Sir John Eliot lT<)ldly impeached Buckingham. Tho 
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king iu a furj' sent tliciu to the Towor. The Commons rsfufjctl to 
tfoniJntni hiiiu^iesy till Ihoy were an<l Charios pArnM»«n» 

ww forced to give ia. The impeachntetit was ihm 
reanmed, and as the Commons refusetl to grant any snppUoa till their 
gricvflncoa were ludrcssed, the raihament was diHinissod^ 

^iill the war went on. (Jrim oxtlu^jncr was empty, and to pay his 
Cxj)<)aHt‘s Charles hiviod tonnage am] poundage^as, before,also 
collveted a f^ived loanyafi hud of{*'U been done by Fi^rhttcnr 

Henry Vllf. To add to his didteuliies, (diaries abroadand 

- , . . . , dijjcomfltur® 

<piarroUed wjtli k ratiec, .and war iTokc cml wiHi Uiat Atjaomo. 
country. Ti) help the Itugiienots, a giu^at expedition \va»? sent to 
oeewpy the Isle of Uh^ off HochoHo, Ihiekingluirn fiimself led it, btil 
the scheme was a hopeless failure, and gave the nation further 
proof of the incompetence of its rulers. In consc^plel^cc, men 
were more than uwr miwilliug Lm pay the for<a'id loan; but Hvo 
,knights who refused to ]^ay were ea^t into |>n:ioii, and the judges, 
on being npi; ealtd t^v, dveid< d that, iliey muHt w'ait there till tlie 
kingV chujg-'H were ready—a tlecinion winch kcI Magna Carta 
at defiance. Meauwhiie j.oor men wcie pre?vscd fnr llio inmy 
and navy under rnurlial law, and hillet<‘d on tlic refractory 
gentlemen. 

Still Cliarks' noocsf;i(.ie.s forced lorn to ap|>ly for money, and In 
1(128 his third Parlmment rm.t. The Commons at once renewed 
their attjick on Buckingham, and under Sir Tliumaa chnri«v third 
Wentxvorth and JolTii Pym drew- up the famous Peti- / 
tion of Bight, Una doenment, which runka with of B-tshu j 
Confirmatio (hirhirum .and Magna Carta, condemned in four groat 
clauses the recent acts of the government. Thuse^aid dow’ii (1) 
that no freeman be required to give uuy gift, loan, benevolence, 
or tax without common consvmt by Act of Parliament; (2) that 
up freeman bo irapri^oiiei) or detained Vontrary to the law of tlio 
JapdC.{^) that ficddicrs of mariners l>o not billeted ^pg^rtiameat 
in private houses; (•!} that commi-s^ious to puni»>h gratiurfiv® 
ifiohlicra and sailors by martial law bo revoked and no 
more issued. To this Charles gave an, unwilling eonscTiy and in 
fetum'Pariianseiit liberally granted five subsidies amounting to 
i2350^000. It was then prorogued. 
iiuri»g the recess several events of importance happened, la 
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cccJywastical matUMs Cliavles suk<.l with iho HIt;U Church parly. 
A.ititud 4 »of ^ Kornan Catholic, arul ha«l no idea o/ 

Chftvtev hccoiuin|:r one; luit ho svininithizcd with thoj»e who 
religion. wished to rettin aa miudi as they iriiiocontly couhi 
of the K[deudour of the oM Catholic worship, and disdtkcd the Puri- 
truis, who wished to go further aloiig the path (if reform. Jtisl after 
AUvfincoment pt<>rogatioTi of Parliament, Laud, who thorougldy 
of L.'iuo. Hynip:itlii/.e<l with the king's views in this matter, wau 
translated from PmIIi and Wells to London, and, though lie was not 
made AreUhishop of Caut*uhury till 1033, immediately became the 
king’s chief {olviser ill ccclcsiaslical husinoss. Laud Wiis a pious 
and cariiost man, thoroughly couviueod that what he <11*1 was nghl; 
hut, like the Puritauf?, he was narrow-iniuded, ami could not hclievo 
tiiat Ihoso who dillVu'cd from him were as consoioutioua irs himself. 
He was therefore vi<'Ave<l with great tUsliko hy the Puritans, and his 
conneoli'Ui with Charles dlil the king a great deal of Jiarm. 

About the same linio that Laud hecame Pishop of Loudon, Sir 
Thomas \YcutAvot 1 h, who had been one of tlio chief promoters of 
. the Petition of Uight, came over to tlio king’s side, 
cowoiiovt»Tto Personally ho dislike*! the rule of Puckiughain, and 
the kinK 9 aiuo. averse to his illeg.il |?roceodingn; but ho disliked 

still more the tendency he saw in I’arliumcut to take upon itself tlio 
king’s business of governing tlio country. 

Not long aftotwar*ls Thickingham, who Avas |»t Portsmouth pre¬ 
paring a new expedition against Franco, Avas as.sjissiuated by a 
Bnckini?ham '9 P^iYalo tmcmy named Felton. His removal from the 
ai»fui 9 in&tioa. tjceue mado Avay for Wentworth, who w’as soon raised 
to the poorago as Paron WentAVortb, Ho Avas made president of 
the Council of the North, and from tins iimo look a leading part 
in the king’s councils. ^ 

MoanAA’hilo the king, declaring that they did not come under the 

Kfnjr <soiiccuf' was collecting tonnage and poundage 

tonna»«aaa as before. Alderman Chambers of I^ndon otyected 
pouaoaffo. Uirowm into prison for his refusal. 

Under these circunislances Parliament reassembled in 1629 . 
Parliament If onco objected to the collection of tonnage and 
obi«cu. poundage, but tlio Cummons were prevented from 
passing a resolution on the subject by coniiuual adjournments* 
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At last the Speaker was hol«.l in his rhair till a regulation had 
been jmssoil, that they wJjo inako innovatioria in relif^ion, or wh-^ 
exact or pay taxes not granted by Parliament, are enemies of tJjo 
kingdom. After tin’s, ]\u]iamo!jt was dissidvoil as a rnrittintk'nt 
matter of coui-sc, and tollowing the evil wuvs of his OiMoiviMi. 
father, and, as a matter of fact, of mf'St sovereigns tuoj^ho king sent 
Sir JoVin Kliot mid others t’> the Towerj) After a time Eiiot 

all hut Kliot made their jicneo wirlitho g<.>vemmejit, iwsattothu 
Ho refused l<) way. His health was tindernnued, Xower. 
and when he died the king w'onld not even allow liia relations to 
hury Ilia l>ody outside the prison, 

^flevou years of AThitrary government followTd, during wdneh 
Laud and Wcntw'orth wane the king’s cliief advisers.^ Wentworth 

Raw clearly enough that the diOiculty about money 'W’entworth 
was at the root of the king’s trouMorp, and he thereforA aaviK«!>A 
mlvlscvl economy in every direction. Peace' vw'ir made, 
xvith France and Spain. Inquiry was made into the wUhFr»ne« 
mode of collecting taxes, and the receipts of the 
ti^Aunry were increased hy j^cater strictness. 

In however, of these economies, the king, finling th.at hia 
revenue w'as not yet c«jna] to his expenditure, had to cast about for 
means to increase it. For this a?iu1 he revived eortain „ , 

, . ,, ITowChftrl®* 

rights of the crown which had fallen into diMise. hur incr<ia*Mj<i hi» 
instance,^e enforced the provisions of an old statuto revenuo, 
which ordered all holders of larid hi the value of forty pounds a year 
to be knightcii^ ^lliose who negdected to comply were »nft)rc<sd 
fine<l; those wdm obeyed had to pay heavy fee.s. kmgnthood.’ 
Three years latCr the king tex^k a step most galling to tlie nobility. 
From time to time tho^c lantlowncrs who had p>Topeity adjoining tho 
royal forests had encroached upon tlvir boundaries, till Uotjking- 
liara Forest, as an example, had deorca.sed in width B-eciamation or 
from sixty milc'$ to six. Jn 1633 Charles sent out a « tna fomeu. 
commission to inquire into tlie encroachments, and either to reclaim 
the lands or fine their present liolde-rs. In tim way largo tracts 
were restored to the forests and considerable sums sccunrd for tho 


treamiry; but the imtationof the nobles was groat, m they were tho 
chief losers, and the Efirl of Essex in particular found himscdf 
stripped of a great part of his property. Long forgotten Acta of 
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Parl:amout Avcro rovivod, arnl ofltauicrs agfiinyt them puruBheiL 
For example, vSomo were Unc'l far jaiiling clown hoiiseii on thoif 
eKtatcM, arul otherH for huihHng hoiiscH in Loiulon. The same year 
tJiO Ahig att,u'k<;4 tho cor|K>ration of Lfmclon, an4 confii?eatO(l the 
w'ltlemonH in which lia4 been gieen to it by James L, on 

tiio ground that they had been mismanaged. Mwmanagement, 
duni.'tlcss, there had been, but it vva.s not wiso in Charles to «ot 
c.gaimd Jus rule (he licJre.-d cify in tho realm. The king's chiof 
adv'iisor in (hofc'o matters wan Noy, who became attornoy-gericrah 
In Noy’a moasurea the chief object avas (a raise nmner, bnt 
finUicr irnhilion v/aa caused by a cUss of measures whoso object,. 

ni any fsatc, was the benefit of trade. The regnktion 
mconopoUes. regarded by the king as cno of his duties, 

and though tho Act of U>21 forbad tho grant of monopolies 
to individuals,j^Jharles bollcvod that ho w^idfl^timijlUto biv?i)[ies8 
and improve tho quality of goods, by grantih^Ke smo right to deal 
in certain articles to oomj'anios formed foiAho purpose^ In this 
he w'as mistaken. The {uiccs charged hy the monopedista worn 
bigli, while the goods ttnppltod \ver<i bad; and m the sale of goap, 
starch, boor, bricks, and other articles, were in the hamls of tho 
monopolists, tho indignation both of tlm private traders and of 
the consumers was w idespread. 

Meanwhile (Wentworth bad* in 1033 become Lord-Dopnty of 
Iroland,) There he wished to blmw the king h6w much could bo 
Weut worth in ^ far-sightcxl ruler. During his 

Xroiand, othco he reformed every branch of government, 
introduced the linen matmfacturc, and secured large tmete of land 
for tho crowm. Above all, ho made the army thoroughly efiiicient, 
and induced tho Irhh rarllament to make a grant of njoncy* 
Unfortunately his reforms carried out: without regard to tho 
feelings of tho Irish, whose interests were overywhoro sacrificed 
to those of tile king and the English merchants and mamdheittrers, 
,^is rule, tl if wefew , prepareil the way for a terrible reaction.^ 

During this time Charles nded England wath a heavy hondr The 
Court of Star Chamber stifled discontent with the government, tho 
Court of High Commission cliecked tho complaints of the Puritans; 
and punished clergy who did not keep the strict letter of the Act of 
Uniformity. This Court was created in Queen Elizabeth's re^n, for 
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ihc! purpose uf seeing that the Aet of Uitifornn'ty was eanied o\it. 
It wa^j on tiio whole usefulj hut its attacks on the Puntana made 
it very wipojHilAr. lloth the Courts of Star Cliamher oh&nih »•' 
and High Commission exaniiued ihn }iccnM><!, which 
WAS contrary to tlio practice of f];c otK'cr oourtii*, 
and Judged ensOi* without a jury. As early as l(>‘i8 Alderman 
ChamlHSTS had been iinpnVoJied by the* Star (-huniher for refusing 
and poundage. In lO.'X) Dr. fA'ighton^ a o)oryymti!i. 
^ntfeiiced by the same court to bo jallorled, flogged, (ual 
r^rivt^d of bis ears for writing against the bi^;hoi>s. In IfliVi a 
J^ihir sentonco W’ijs hy It upon Pryuue, a lawyer, for 


w^Dg a book cjilled “ilistrioTuastj.'t, or the Playor's StxnirjL’^e/^ which, 
by atbicking the character of female actors, was fiupposed to reflect 
u^Km tlie <tuoen. ThOt;o who ofleiuhnl in any vrny against the views 
of Charles and Laud were coiistaiitly Hnhlu to attack, and in lOilT 
VVjmnc was Inought up, with Ihulon, a clergynmu, and 

Bastwiek, n physiciati, and savagely puiuKhc'd for their attacks upon 
fv'imrch govcrnrnetit. It mu.'st not, howe,v<;r, he .supposed that the 
Courts of Star Chamber an<l Higli (■f)TrmjiKsiou were wholly 
tyrannical. The Court of Star Oliamhcr tried cases between 
private persons rjuickly and well, while iho Court of High Coni* 
mfesion fought hard a;,piinst hrimorabty; Imt tliOKc things wero 
forgotten in the indignation caused by their overbearing trcatmerit 
of the opponents of*lhc co\ii t. 

.In 1634 tlie king, uruitdc to fill his purr.o by (ho nieans above 
■metitloned, ventured to levy a direct tax. Tliis tax was caUe<l sbip' 
money, and was an old iicstitution. 'IVi meet ‘ 

or in time o-f ^^r the king bad the constitutionar •mp mouey^ 
right to collect ships, or, in their place, money, from the seaport 
(owns. In 1034, by the advice of Koyj Charles, on the true plea 
that EngKflh commerce needed protcetion fjrom the Algerine pirates^ 
levied ship-money on tlio seaports. The writ dematMing it wa.s 
caretiElly drawn up according to the oM precedents, and was levie<l 
without much complaint. The money gained was used by Charles, 
not against tlie pirates, but to strengthen the fleet in view of a war 
wHh the Dutch, Kext year a new writ of ship-money was sent 
outj by which the tax was levied upon inland as well as seaboard 
counties This vraa <iuite unconstitutional, for there was no pre« 
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tonce of immcMlhito <l;uigiT. The money was paul, though witli 
8omo gnjrnbliiig, Itut wlicn in tlie next year a new levy was 
OT(lere<l, it became dear that Charles intended to make ship- 
nn>ih:^y a perpetual tax, winch couM he levied whether voted 
Ijy Parliamoiit or not. Had Charles succeeded he would have 
destroyed the bulwark of the ICngli-sh constitntion, and it was 
xvell that John Hampden, u liuekingharnshiix) gentknian, came 
boldly forward and refused to pay the tax, on the broad.gr^us^ that 

Tb<j*hip- Charles had no right to levy it. Whetr 
raoritfy trial. |Q 37 ^ scvoii judges out of the twelve docidl^ 

for the king. Hoiuinally the king had gained his point, in reaHiy 
Hanipilen’s trial gjwe a fatal bk>w tt> the govcnimont policy. Meh 
grinlged their money more when it was demanded as a light than 
when they thought they were giving it as a favour. 

Ihiring these trying times the settlemonts in America had mado 
rapid strides. Tlio Pilgrim Fathers of the J/uyytojwer wer«3 joined 
Tbo Americaa hy many a man who hated the tyranny of Laud and 
•ottioiwent*. \\^^ntworth. The new colony of Mjxssachusetts was 
founded in 10211 for tlio distinct purpose of being a refuge for those 
who disliked Cliarles' policy in Church and State. In 1G35 no 
less than three, thousand fresh settlers went out P>cn nobleinen 
thought of being colonists. Friglihned hy Iho sympathy botwoen 
tbo coloui.stis and the Puritans, Ijaud wished to bring the settlers 
niuler his sw.ay. They resisted, and his intcr|erenco only tended 
to make tJio new states mcnre bigoted than before. 

It wavsnot In America only that Laud thought to enforce his views. 
He wished to bring Scotland over to Episcopacy. Gre<itly against the 
Th« Scot® " Scottish people, James I* had reintroduced 

the onler of bishops. They possessed little power, 
and the Septs clu.ng firmly to their dislike of a 
regular Liturgy. An 1637 Laud determined to introduce a Prayer- 
book modeled on niat used in England.) The first attempt to use 
it was met by a riot, in winch the reader barely escaped with his 
life, and within a year almost the whole Scottish nation had bound 
itself by a new Covenant to preserve the Presbyterian form of 
Church government. In 1638 Episcopacy was abolished in Scotland 
by the General Assembly, and as Charlee was not expected to 
agree, preparations were made for war. 
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The turn of Scottish aflanii; bad naturally boon watched in Kng- 
land with thu greatest iulvrest. It waa the flrot eign of armed 
resistance to CbarlcH* uovernriH'nt, tuul wliat avouM ^ . 

Tilts liiviii' 

come of it none could tell. was expected, iliti king «ppeAUto 
appealed to onn{)» But he met with fiiint support, 
whths tho Scoti9> many of whom had seen Service abroad in Gennaiiy 
and tho were able to collect a ft>rmidab!o lorre. The 

two. ailnia^ neighbourhood of Ikuwii'k, but Charles, 

with the Scots, and PaciflcAtion of 
^eJ?!aicii^^ Bcnvick was agreed uvwm, Ibnli Berwick. 

looked on it as a inere. truce, and preparations to 

i^n^w th^ wat were made 0 both sides, 

Under those ciroumj^tancos Charles found binmolf again forced to 
snttimon a rarliamont. i^*he fourth Parliarncrd of Charles I., often 
called the Short BafKamenh met in April, IdfO.^The The abort 
king h<ip<>d that jealousy of tlic Pcfds w^niM lead it PariiAmont, 
t4) support him; Imt t!»e Tnenibers, b.'il by Pym, apjdied themselves 
to remedying English gnevanros, and when it seemed likely that 
they would refuse Charles’ oflbr to give up sldp^nioney in return for 
tAveJve sub.si.dios, a baipiin wbicli would have Beerncsl to reooguizo 
the legality of ship-money, the king hastily dissohx'd the Parlkimeut 
before it had sat a month. 

In the summer the Scotli-.h arnnw^fossed the Tweed. Cha.'le^* 
soldiers, ill fed amkk!onjni:uKled, with no in their work, allowed 
tliemselvea to bo beafen at Newburu, on tlic Tyne, ThoScotch 
and the Scots poured into Yorkdure. In this ex^ 
trciiiity the king fell back on a precedent of Edward Battle of 
III,, and called a meeting of tho old Magnu.ni Mawbura. 
Concilium, or Council of Peer.*!, TJio peers met at York, and 
though they pledged their cre<lit to tjiise money, declared for a 
Parliarnent; and the king, seeing no other course open to him, 
made a tnicc with the Scots, and called a Parliament for Koveni- 
ber .% 1640. ^u. 4'c; 

Oft that day^tlie Long Parlramcnt mot. It numbered among 
its members John Pym, John Hamjxlen, and John Selderi^ho Itad 
already suffered for the cause of freedom, and^liver rttei^g 
Cromwell, Edward Hyde, and Lord Falklamywho 
were afterwards to attain ctdebrity. For the most part the memlnsra 
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to ilio clithH of coiintn* geutlenicii. Xhcro were few 
citizens or town^mtin among tlietn, for most of the couutiy towii$ 
j,tri*f<.*rretl to choose a rcproiCTitative from one of tJic county families* 
Jv)hu<J’vm, for nistance, sat for Tavistwk* Few inembem were «o€ 
o'.vncrs of laivUtl property. Tln^y wc-ro not^ Ute^fore» as a class 
likely to he revolutionary; htit to tliem had come dotm tli^ 

Boirit of resistance to nihitrnry power \vh)ch>ha<i in 
rcsitlcd in tlio nobility. Next to the himM gentry steed the 
who were certainly not the men to readily eQpfK)H violent <^ngee jo. < 
tlie constitution. There were, h<.)W’ever, nt) tw'o opinions aVrCnt fhe 
badtto«s of the lute govenimont, both ii.i Church «nf1 State. . Weistf 
worth (now Karl of Htrallbril) and Archbishop Laud wc^re 
iinpoachecl of high Umsun. Tiymne, Burton, 
fttul others, who liad liceri imprisoned l>y tiw nnpopnlor kw 
wove released. The cccIcsiaHtical policy of J^and was reversed, 
and a cominwjjiou was isjiued by the Commons to deface and denkolish 
the hnagos, altars, and monumeiita in churches. l£ was quite certain 
that nothing hud encoumged Charles ami his friends to act as they 
had, so much as the uncortainly whether a Parliament would ever sit 
Tri^ntiifti Act inquire into their acts. To remove thw doubt for 
paB««<i. t|j(v futurc^a Tricuuiul Act w^as fHisse<J, by which it 
was ordered that nkorc than tlkrcc years should not elapse witliout 
a Paijiameut being sumkiKuicd.) 

These measures occupied tlie autumn and wiufe* of 16-iO and 1641, 
and in March tliO trial of Stradbrd began. Lord Stiaflbid was really 

6trftffora'» l^'^dng tried, not for treasou against the king, in whoso 
trial. interest he had acted, but for treason against tho state* 
This charge was very diflicult to prove, and when tho trial was 
nearly ovcr^hc Commons, fearing that Strafh>rd would 
up tlie impeachment am|^pcmscd k ii al cfid a bill of attainder's Iiod 
often been done under tho 'Pudors. This change in the course of 
proceihire, to» secure the death of their opponent, seems to us 
unfair; but it was snpix)rtcil by some who were afterwards Koyolii^ 
and only fifty'Uino members under Lord IHgby and Selden voted 
against it, as Straftbrd had few friends even among the couHters* 
Tho attainder, how^crer, could not 1ms complete without the king’s 
consent to the bill. Charles had pledged his w'Ord for Stroftbrd^ 
safety, but he broke it, and by giving his consent to the ^ deprived 
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for ever of the ahle.^t of liH fn’en<k. StralWtl Wii.'} exe* 
cule<l on May 12,1G41. When he died tiu? 
leaders felt that theiV greatest op|>OMctjt was gone, 

Juft Ixifore the death of StratVorJ, the had given Jiis CejJsonfc 
to a bih by which Jju agtocal tluit Parliament slmukl not bo atljouriKd 
Of (Iksolved wHhtmt its own wrjs’enl. This nicastim, 

oiJy liitoudcd to iinlncc nn n of njoney to tioSSfvSd^ 

on the credit of Parlifi- 

injportanco, as on it rested the legal 8coiti«n 
|>Osition of the Parliainent during the war vvliich iwiny comoa to 
fpliowetl. f>lK'rt1y afterwards a grant of hnniage and 
j^oundiigo for two months was made, and terms were arranged with 
tliO Scottish army. 

Diifing the spring and snuitucr of 1641 Parliament etuitinucd its 
reforms. Courts of Star i’hnnibor and High Conuni?es50u we*ro 
abolished. BUiutos wore p«sse<t against f he collection yartherreajym# 
of Bldp-money, distraint of kuightlujod, and illegal onutij^onir 
customs duties^ and at the same tiino the e.\tet»t of 
the royal forests w'aa fixed at wliat it had been Induro the Into 
comrrus^sion. 

All theso measures were i>asse<l >vith prnclieal imaniunty, but 
there was not equal agreement in cec.l{;.s;aslH;al uiattcrs. The 
Ihiritaiis were fast lH.eorning hostile, not only to the »o«tiLity ofUto 
doctrines of Laud, Sut to the Church of Englurid itself. 

This hostility was much due to the pt^rverso attilado ciiurch. 
of the bishops, who wore blamed for being the canto of the Scot* 
tisli war, and also for their subservience to the king. However, 
when attacks w"5ro made upon Episcopacy h.stdf, and (the atlvanced 

Ao^Commonn a bill for it* xtaJSsatWnU 
aboiitiod* d^edrtho febotSrtid Hranch t^iU/aml when toisUMD- 


ilje/’ommons a bill for m 

abolitiodj^d^^Krtho febotSrtid Hranch t^iU/aml when toisUMD- 
a hill for tbo exclusion of the bishops from Parliament was only 
thro\yn out tlie Lords, modemto men who loved tinf Church, awl 
who did not seo whither the ostromc men Avere g»->ing, began to hold 
hack,. Similarly in state adalrs a party aro.«e who thought reform had 
gone far enough, and wiro now wished to give the king a fair chance. 

Ift August, Charles went to Scotland, attended by a committee of the 
CbmmoDS, who were iotended to keep a watch upon his charie* mta ie 
moTomenta. In Scotland Charles took steps to secui*© Scouaiwi. 
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evidence of cvllu-iioti hotwocn tiie I'j ulcrs of I\ir]utn)tont and tho 
ScolUt^h liy tJiis moans he li .'-I'eil to strike a fatal blow at 

Pyin and Ids friends. lu Sv|>toinler. after a long session, Parliament 
iJepat;.ded for a re«:oi'S, to rnO’d in Octolior. During tho recess tho 
„ v)arty wlio tfn>u/ht that Charles ha<l vielded enough, 

In chnric#* seMuns lo liave, gathered strength. Dread of further 

f.iYour. ccch ^iastu'al changes irn. reaped its ranks;. It geeraed 

(•('ilain that if (diaries couhl make Ids cause om wHli tliat of the 
Church he would a Urge following. 

Ifuidly had I’arUamciit met again, when terrildo news oanio from 
Ireland. Tlio Irish, who had long smarted under the loss of their 
BrCboUicmin dcgradatioui of their ndigion, took advan- 

Jroiaud. removal of Strafford and tlic divitdons in 

England to rise in rebellion. A terrihlo massacre of the new land¬ 
owners ami of tho Protestants followed, an»I tho news clearly 
showed iliat instant action was needed, if English rule wore to ho 
maintained ai all. For this ;\n armv was nocessiirv; bxit to tntst 
Ch«rl<^.s with an annv was a tldng the Commons dared not <lo. 

Tho progress of tho roaelion fiightencd the Parliamentary 
loaders, ami Pym, wlio liad gained Hueh authority over Pariiarnent 
tQtutOnuut by the name of King lyni, d^rmiiieil 

to apjfO.al to the natsun With this vicw^^i^muight 
in the (Jraiul Keinonstrancc, which recourded, in a series of clauses, 
tho arbitrary nets and mistakes of the king, both in Church and 
State, since tho bogiuning of the reign^ It was, in fact^ a histoiy 
of the reign of Clcarlea as viewed by the Parliamentary leaders, 
and to this Pym aski‘d the (’omrnons to give their guarantee. Tho 
deliato which followed brought out clearly the diffcTcncos betw'oen 
the moderate uphoMei's of the Church and the extreme Puritans, 
and, after an nll-night sittmg, the ronionstrancc was carried by 
only eleven votes, lire rnajoritv at once clenched their victon' bv 
ordering the \emonffrarice to be printed. la fact, they appealed 
to tho nation against the king. 

A day or two later Charles rcturnod to London. He was well 
received by tho citizens, and their cheers encouraged him to attack 
Chariaii returns Commons. He had now' a pixrty in the House 
iox^adon. itself. Digby was his friend; and Falkland and 
Hyde, the leading opponents of the remonstrance, had joined him. 
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He I)€l!cvc<l iliAt a Mvul hhw At Jim lcii»1o«*8 would still win tlio 
flay, and in tl»is idea ho v/as enooumged by hia wife Henrietta 
flaria. Charles’ plan was to cliargo liis opponentis 
with treastin, and on Jannarv 3, K’H'J, the .Attorney- char«f»i^with 
Crenend charged Lord Kindxdion {afterwards Karl (>f 
Manchester) and fiv<^ ineniheri of (he d’yni, Hampden* 

llcdlefi, llAzclfigj and Sti\)de—uith high frcAsijij. This attack 
ofTondod tho House of LonL. of Lord Kindxdton was a 

niernWr* as well as th» Connnoiis, l>oth Houses to«)k time, to 

consider what sliuuld ho dor»o. 't his delay angered the king^ and 

on Jannary 5, attended hy a hfu»d of armed men, he hurried 
♦ItHvn from AVhiteJial] to \\'ev(ffii)ister, and 
that tho five mernhers sluudd l>o given up to hirn^" 

- , , , , ^ t . moratoem 

.portunatoly word Jiad been Kent to I yrn ol wlial rvas r... ^ .C^- 

intended, and wl)ile Charlei? \vnA rnarehiiig from Whitehall to Wost- 

ininster, tho rneTrihcrs tlc<l by boat to the city. Finding tho bir«i% 

aa ho fiaid, flown, Chailes rcUarned to Wliitehall. Had tho 

menibei’a been there (he attempt to seize them might cAsily have 

led to a coiillict V>otwoen tho tmunbers and the sobliers, and, as it 

Avas, tho appoarAMOe of tl»e aimed men at the door of the House, 

convinced Karlianicnt that Charles meant to rc-^'ort to force. Imoiu 

that moment war w’as all hut inevitable, 

Mennwhiletho Lontloners had determined to protect tluj mernhers. 
To Charles’ denn»id for their iuirrender, IVivilcgo of Karliamcntl ” 
was shouted in return. Tho Comnejns adj‘>urii( d for cbariMtoavo* 
a week, when they meant to condind tho live mernlKirs x-omtoa. 
in triumph from Temple Bar to AVesttninslcr; and Ch.ailoSj to avoid 
seeing his ow 7 F humiliation, kit London never to return until just 
la-fore his exoimtion. 

Parlianient then took in hand the <bdy of preparing for tho Irish 
war, and it was determined to call out the militia, then tho only 
regular military force. The oflicera of the rnilitif# p,.^,,arfttio«« 
had usually l>ccn appointed by tlio lords-lieutenant, 
who in tlieir turn wore named by the king. An 
act was passed giving to Parliament the appointment of the 
lordsdkntcnant, thus .securing hold over the militia. This course 
was unconstitutional, for Parliarncnt was faking upon itself the 
duties of tho executive government ; and as the king refused to 
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to Uic* act, I’arliiunent •'kiterniined that it shoiiM take effect 
without consent. Their action, therefore, was both unconsti* 
tutional and 

Ihitli |iai lies liow began to prepare for war, Tlie liing sent t1i6 
rjuoch to buy anna in Ilollanil, and, Uking hia cMest son with 
Propamiionw uiovcil 001 tlnvards to York, witere lie was jnmerl 
tor civil war. ],y ruihleinon and members: of the Commons. 

At tills moment tlut oomman-l of the fortified plac«j?i was of the 
nlfnM!-.t imporliituN*. Of these tlio Towiv', Poitsniouth, and HhU^ 
where Oie arms collected for t]>e Sc'dtisij war lisd been placed, 

, wc r.* tlio throe chief. raiiiuiiu;nt took measures to secure these, 
and scut, one of it> memhors, t>ir John Ilotharo, to command 
at fTtilh The king himself demanded admission to ITnll, which 
was refused, and war b\>camo inevitable. 

Ikilh sides now raised forces, the rarllamont employing their 
lords lieutenant, the king issTiing commissions of array. In July the 
BothaidoariviB* Pailiameiit named the Earl of Essex caphiin-gcneral 
roxcM. of its foiccs. Essex was a sou of Qiiceu FJizabcth*^ 
i»ld favourite. I To was a fur soldier and au liouest man, but ho 
was too cautions to succeed well. To pay their troops the C*>mmom 
«iado an order for levying tonnage and pound.ige. Charles was 
•w'oise off, and liad to roly u{>on the generosity of his follow'ors. 

It is i»ol easy to draw a geographical line l>ctw'Ocri the two parties. 
In every county some were for the king and so<no for the Parlla- 
merit. Iltgii Cianxbmcn and Roman Catholics fob 

How tn€i ^ ^ t 

partteawero lowed Charles, runtansand fJeparatisU followed uie 
uifttrmuviKi. Roughly epcftkiug, however, if we draw 

a line from Hull to Gloucester, thence to Bristol, arid from there to 
Weymouth, wo shall find that the luajority on tho south and e&Si 
were for ilic Parliament, north and west for tho king. Two 

'^veat exceptions thert} wore. The University of Oxford Bupporterl, 
tho king; thdclotlnrig towns of Iho West Ruling of Yorkahiro went 
with tho Farliament. Tlicso divisions are not unlike what w-a 
noticed in the tvars of tlie Rosel Tho towns and the ticher 
dislrietsS were W'ith the Parliament, as they had been with the 
VovMsts; the poorer followed the king. All ranks were divided; 
noblemen and gentlemen fought on cither aide. Tlie tradespeople 
as a rnlo were Parluvmcntarian, erj>eei<i!ly the Ijondoncrs. The 
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poorer ckssrs mnaliy wont with tlioir Men of iN|ua} 

fiohility ami purity of inotiv o wore t<) be lourul on oithor 
In tho anUiinn both pariio^s knl armies in the JfieM, The kiug 
rained hw Btamknj at Kv-M^ighain. limt fixed bm head-quartern 
at t?ht<}wsbrir\% where his followers from all parts , • 

, 1 , * . ... , Chario* rRt»<w 

cousu Join him, Iiis groat ohji.M'f Wiu Jo march on bia «i.a\iaara at 
London, and bring the war to a close In a Isdsivc 
6'uccoss. I!ssox' aim was to keep ('harh's at a distance from the 
capital, and f<.*r this end^ho pkiced garrisons in a hctus of towns 
frtmi Noitljampton to Worcc^^ter to bar the king's pati: Ks.w.x him- 
self seized Worcester, where tl»ore was .a smart combat with Trinco 
Rupert., aoii of the Princess Elizabeth, w’ho had corno over to helj) 
hiS uncle. When the royal forces were colletitcd at towards 
ShrewTibury, Charles moved by forced marches to- ^ 'iwton. 
wards London, and, pa:<sing between Essex’ garrisons, gained a 
day’s march on that gcncmL 



arett-vnoss with uncKtitu,, o<.T<)int|r tJ, 1543, 


The roada to I./mdon from ShTCw;«bnry and Woreesfer met 
at Ranbaiy, near which the king tamed aside and occupied ft strong 
position on IMgehilk over which Essex would Jiavo to pass. 

Tlio f rst battle of the civil war was fought here on October 23, 
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I (M2, The klii:^ lust the a<lvimta;^o of his pc^sitiou by marching 

to Kssex i»n ilio plain. On llio Koyalist 
‘ ‘ • right Prince KujHirt an<.l his cavaliers carried all l>eforo 

Iherri^ but in the centre Kkhcx’ infaiary Judd their own, anti when 
Uu|a rt rctunio.d ho lountl that the day had gone agaliLst tlio king, 
llitaigh Charles had .s'a.iod to Wat Psscx, he w'.ia still nearer 
to I.ohdon than Jl^^cx was, but the latter, rapidly inarching t-o 
.Nortltaniptoi?, (.utstiippcd (Miarles, who, on teaching the capital, 
toi/iKi it iinassa'.iuljlc, arid was ohliged to fctire to Oxford. 

The nexfi year, lOlil, s{\w fighting going on in all parts cf 
Knglarul. in the south, Kssex and tiio king faco<l one another on 
Iho road between Oxford and I/Ondon; in Cornwall arul Dovonshiro. 
Sir Willivim Waller for the I'arlianient. opposed Sir Ralpli Hopton; 
in the Cromwell and the Karl of Manchester were fighting the 
lw.)yah‘vvi> of the fens; and in the nortli, Fenlinand Lord Fairfax, and 
his SOP Sir Tlioinas le<l their tenants and tlio men of the clothing 
towns agiiiiist tho Earl of Newcastle, with whom w’as Henrietta 
Murin. Tho year opened flisiislrously fur tho Parliament. At 
Death of Oxford, Hampden was killed 

Hampden. \>hUo trying to cut <'>iV a troop of KnperPs horse. 
At Hovizes, Sir William Waller was utterly 

defeated, and Pririce Knpert stormtul tho defences of HrLstol, and the 
town was surrendered. Ihipert’s sviccoss was, how*evcr, dearly 
purchased by tho loss of many otfieev-s, and of j,five hundred “ in- 
c«.Mnparahlo foot,” while tho pdlago to which the Parliamentarians 
of tho place wore subjected made resistance elsewhere more 
desperate. In the north, the Fairfaxes were beaten at Atherton 
Moor , now spelt Adw''altoii, and forced to take *jefuge in JIull. 
Only in tho east did the ParUainentarians hold their own. 

Encouraged by his success, Charles ^Yisllcd Newcastle to join with 
him in a decisive march on IjOihIod. Newcastle, however, refused, 
I and the king was obliged to give up his plan and 
to,besiege Cloncestcr, which, now that Bristol had 
(alien, was tho only stronghold of the Parliaincnt in the Severn 
liMexmfMa Valley, Gloucester, however, fearful of the fate of 
the aie^ Bristol, made a stout resistance, and Essex, marcliuig 
with the London train^bands, raised tlic siege. At Newbury, on the 
Kenuet, the king tried to bar Essex* retnn) to London j but the attempt 
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failftfl and Falkland was killed. Cliarlcs (hen iCtreated to Oxford, 
and Kssex j»4is^ed vn to l.ondon, Mennwhtio Cromwell ojf 

had defeated tho Koyalist forces at tlninshoroui^h and 
Wincely, and Newcastle hirnsd'lf had been forced to raii^ the 
of Hull. The year, therefore, thouj^h checkered, closed well fof the 
ravliament. 

In the whiter V'Oih jKutiofl trii d to sectiro allies. Parlmniciit, under 

the guidance cf Pym, ^I;.;;^i•d with the Sc<jts the Solemn League a.ii<l 

Covenant, and an armV oLtwentv-vme tiionsand men ^ 

_ , , - , . • .* «» 1- ' TbeSoUwm 

crOK«tt<Ithe border to tight in the iarhaments |)ay. i^axu^ana 

This act, wtiich marks the highest power to which the Covenant 

Preabvteriufi*^ attained, was Pvnds last achievement, for ho died 

at tho end of tlm year. Tiie king, (ui his part, made charioi# aIHc* 

a truce with the Irish rebels, and a contingent from withtbc iri*h. 

hia Imh army landcfl in Wales. At tf»(? same time (.'hurlcs, by the 

advice of Hyde, called a Parlianient at Oxford. 

The Vi^ar UlM tijicned well fi>r the Parliament. In January, Sir 
Tiioinas Fairfax tleh.atod the Irish coidingcnt at Naulwich, and 
(hen (iirrang e.ortli routed, in April, an outpost which B&ni«of 
Newcastle had placed at Scll^y, on tho Ouse, for tho ?®rw1cb. 
defence of York. Tiio defeat at S«dhy forced Newcastle to retreat 
before the Scottish arnn* to York, where he wjus licsieged Jjy the 
united forces of the Scots, tho Fuirfaxe.*^, and the army of tho 
catitem counlies ^undcr Lord Manchester and CrgmwelL In 
tho south, Es-se.x and WalK-r attenjjib.d to liem 
the king into Oxford with a view to hcjjieging the 
town; but (.'Imilos cleverly pas.s<Kl between tlm two arrnicH, and 
then reiurning,, fought them in dcUdh Waller was routed at 
Gropredy Biidgo, near Pardmiy, and(heu (he UoyalisJa j^ixiA.oijBKoti- 
forced Ksse-x to retreat l>cfore tlicru into Coraw'all, 
where his army Burrcndcrcd ut Lo^twithiel, and Essex lumscif 
e,scaped by sea to Lori ion. ^ 

Tliis great success w,'is, however, ]«ilanccd hy a fctill greater 
djBasier in tlie north. After leaving Oxford, the king had ordered 
Prince Ihipcrt to raise (he siege of York. Tho prince made Ids way 
by Cheshire and X^ancashirc to Y'orkshire, and, after crossing tho 
Aire at Skiptoo, ar;d tho Wharfc at Otley, reached KriarcKborough, 
on tlie Nidd. 
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nows of his arrival reaohod ihti allies, they raised the siege 
of V"urk and drew up to moot him on Margton Moor, opposite tlio 
plnc<* where Uio nsiial road frdin Knarosborongh to Y<5rk crosses the 
Nu{{ at Skip nridge. ]Rupcrb however, cliadcd them by marching 
nofili, and, orossitig the IJre and the Swale alwve their jnndkm, camo 
dawi\ the left bank of the Onsc and rclicYcd York. Upon this tlio 
I’arliamoiitanans retreated south, in order to hold the line of the 
Wharfe against Uriport’s rctiirn, I5ut ilie lloyaliijtB marched out 



of York against them, and Iho ParliamcntariiUis then halted and 
drew up on the rising ground on the south sRle of the moor. 
Ilowover, as the Koyalista did not atteck thorn, thej* took Ifie 
offeusivo. RupeiUs Cavalkrs were routed at the first charge, and 
though Newcastle'vS foot made a stout resistance, the Royalist forces 
Bfttua ot * compli'tely overtlirorvn. The battle of Harsten 
Moor utterly nuned the king’s caiiije in tlie nortli, 
and Newcastlo himself fled to the Continent. Rupert with difficulty 
rejome<l tho king. After this victory, Manchester and Cromwell, 
leaving Fairfax and the Scots to besiege Pontefract, marched south, 
and joined Waller in an attempt to cut off the king’s return from 
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Ooi’ftwai! to Oxfonl. The two arnsios mot at ^^jwbtiry, aud llio 
kiii^ wat; woi'i^tod; but ManchostorV bcsiiation lirewnitni Cromwell 
and Waller from aebiovinj; dooisivo "$uooo«v^, so the Icing was able 
to regain Oxford. * 

This failure, brought to a head the discontent of the lAoro 
euergotio members of the Parliamentary party. TUosft h.‘r the most 
^>art were Independents in religiun, while th(‘ moderate menibers 
were PresbyterianH. The loaders of the moderates were Kssox, 
AJjinchcstcr, and Waller;•Cromwell led the lude- BiMof * 
pendente*. This groat man had rapidly been eonung Cromw^n. 
to the front. He had Im/oh the tirst to see that the feelings of 
loyally and lionoTtr which inspired the Cavaliers could only be met 
by religions enthusiasm. At fnet llie Parliaincutary, armies were, 
strong m inCuitry but weak in cavalry.^’homwell, found 

among the yeomen’s sons of the ca.'^fern counties an good riders as 
the gentry, and men inspired with the ntnioat zeal for the on«]sc*. 
of their religion. luotn theni ho fanned his IroiiHides, 
and drilled them into one of the finest bodies of horse. 
tlie world had then se(*n^ These men can’iod the day at Marston 
Moor, and only ManehestorV hesitation hindered them from crushing 
the royal forces at Newbury. Q'hc Ijidepcndorit.‘^«ow came forward, 
and(]3l eclarcd that the army must be rcino<IelI<!<i, ami that the old 
generals must retire. As thoHc happened to be members of Parlia 
inent, a SelWcnyu^ Ordinance W'as passed, by which tha 
all memlvcrs were <leprtvc?d of tlicir coninmnda^ Tims 
Kfrsox, Manchester, and Wallor were removed; but CromwclPs 
servicea were eo vabiabh*. that they w’ere retained by a special 
ordinance^ renew^ed from time to tinio. 

During the winter negotuitlons witfi the king bad been going on 
at Uxbridge; but Charles, who was*not yet dis- cbanet 
cotiraged, refused to come to terms. In Januarj*, to com® to 

104:5, by a monstrous act of injustice, Archbisln.p 
Laud, who was iimocent of anv crime, w’as attainted Atchtoiohon 
and executed. 

By Hie summer the new mwhd army, consisting of fourteen 
thouaarid foot and seven thousand horse, wa.s ready, s«tti« of 
and was put under the command of Sir Thomas Fair- 
fax. Fairfax and Cromwell met the king at Nuiseby, near Leicester, 



25 * 


The Siuaris* 




Juno Mtli, ail'] totally muted him. The kiiij^’u Ui^ago was takeiiy 
and liis li tt'UH lo the ^ucfrn and to die Irish which showod 

that wJiiltt Jirg<.*tiutir>g with the ritiliaincnt he had really no in- 
ten] I* >n ».f coining to teriUM, W’oro imMislied, 

*S'}ie king’ll ]iO|>»*.s now rested upon the Mai «pK*s.s of Montrose. Tliat 
iioMoniau had eageily espoused the king's cause, and at Tippcnmiir, 
!nv(‘rha;hv, atid Kilsvth he had beaten the Covenanteris under the 
Manpioss of Aig\ih Charles lioped tliat ho would bo able to in- 


vado Kugland; but three^ Juonilis after tho battle of 
Jsaseby Montrose was flefeatetl at iMijliphniigh, and 
Rowtonifeath. t(*i\ davs later Charles, fioiu tho walls of Chester, saw 


his last army defeated at Ituw'ton Heath. All the next winter 

Charlen thrown Cfiarh'S war.tlered aluait tho irouiitry, and .it last^ 
iiimsoif on tho in May, ItMC, threw himself upon tho protection 
'ihos^cottiob of the Scottish army who were then encamped at 

Newark. 

Taking the king witli tlunu, the Scots rotrcaled to Newcastle. 
There negotiations with r.'uliamont w'erc again opened; but tho 
Thft Scotch king, thougii In^ would have given up tlio conimaud 

militia, refused to eslablLsh Ihcsbyteriftrasm, 
ParUamoiit. and they were broken otf. Parliament then paid tho 


Scots the lirst instalment of tho .£l()t),0(jH3 due for their cxj)cnsc8, 
and iniiucdialcl.v ahenvards the Scots handed over the king to tlie 
commissioners of the Parliament. Cliarles waa4i'eatcd with respect, 
and lodged at llolmby House, in Northarnpionslure, 

Meanwhile dii)jcuUie.s had arisen between the Parliament and tho 
army. Since 1043 an assembly for the regulation of religion had 


OifficuHiea bccn sitting at VV’cslminster. It had eubstitutod 
Pariiomciu Presbyterianism for Episcopacy as the established ro- 
amitboarmir. hgion of Eijjj^land, and had replaced tho Prayor-book 
i*y ft service book called tho Directory. These changes had been 
txmfirnied by Parliament. Thi.s settlement of tho religious question 
was quite contrary to tho views of tho army, which, as we saw, 
was mostly composed of Independents; and the Presbytenans, who 
formed a majority in Parliament, now tried to get rid of the amoy. 
Accordingly they passed four ordiiianccs, to reduce its numbers, to 
deprive memhers of Parliament of their coiiimandsj to moke all 
officers take the Covenant, and to pay the soldiem only one-sixth of 
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what was duc^ to theta. The arinx' nahirally ohj»H^tod, nml %vhoa 
coramii^^aioners from the rarliumont came thnvn tu 

!• , , . , , * Theftnny 

<i(!$[)An(i 8onK‘regiments ami lo j^einl otiiors totrolaml, BwcuTewtUo 

tJje «oMiors refused to obey, a|»j>oiiitt'd a oouneil of *^*‘****^*^'^*‘‘. 

officers, ami hy a ckvrr move got. |ios.S‘‘ssiou of the bingV person. 

By Cromwell’s orders, CNirnot Joyce and a kidy of horse iirri\’’ed at 

Tlolraby, and compelled Cliarles to gf) wiilj them to Newinarko<> 

There they do‘niande<l Ui»:s exrnilsion tif eleven of 

tiic iTCShytenan nie!nhers,#ami to onrnrec their de- toUHtnnton. 

rnands marched oa Ixuidon, and placed the king at 

Hampton Court. AVhilo this was going on they ollered to make 

terms with the king* on tlio basis of restoring Kpisco* 

.1, . , r xi i. rri x Array trie# to 

pacy, With toleration for other sects. Inese. terms com«toti»n»a 

were more hmmrablo to the king than those olVen;<l 

by the Parliament; but the king, hoping tliat the <lissensif>n,s betwoeri 

the army and Parliament might be turned to still 

bettor accounlT refused them, and csca[rtid to the to iiS»*i«i'i'^of 

Isle of Wight, whence he kept up a correspondence Wi*rht. 

with all parties. 

As Charles expected, a Bocond civil war began In Id 18. Boyallst 
{nsarxectioiis broke out in Kent and Wnles, while the JOuko of 
Hamilton entered England with an army composed KoyaUnt 
of moderate Presbytcn.ins. Against this new <langer insurrectiouK. 
the army acted wiii the greatest energy. Eairfix pul down tho 
Hoyalists at Maidstone and took Cob besfer by siege. 

Cromwell took Pembroke Castle, and tlien marching 
northward, cut Hamilton’s army in tw-o at Preston, on the Hibldc, 
and comp!f?tod it* destruction at Wigan and WVirringt.on. 

Meanwhile, in tlie absence of tlie army, Charles had made terms 
with the Parliament, and agree<l at Newport to establish Piesly- 
tenanism for three years. But the army came bark , , 

. ,Tr . X . » ^ f , Charles coroojd 

from Warrington m no Immour to brook eurh an term# with 

arrangement, and Colonel Pride, by direction of 

the officers, expelled tlie Presbj’^terian members, ansnatotha 

After this Parliament had not the slightest claim to 

legally represent the nation; however, the Tudepernlcnt minority 

of fifty-three members, who were often called the Rump, hi 

obedience to the wi^dies of the army, voted to bring tlie king to 
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tria! l>of{>rc a t-periul or hij^U c<»nrt of jn^tico. This proposition was 
Ti*jc‘ci.o<l h>’ the Lonl's upon wliieh tlie Coranions (leolarod their 
Kiii* brought f5oibs«‘iit to bo unwrcossary. Tho king was then 
4o iri/iii. brought to LoikIoo, aovl aiTaigueil bcforo a so-calleii 
vonrt of ju.stico, coinposc^l of jiOine of the Inih'jx?n<ioiit loaders. Ilo 
lifusod to acknowledge, auth<>rity, and tine court voted him to l>o 

Execution of treason, A few days after, on Janriarv 

Charles I. ,^jo^ 1010, Cliarles was l>ehcadcd on a acuftoKl placed 
hf/ore the wiiKlow's of the Palace of VVhKehall. 

'Pho cliicf cause of Charles’s defeat w’aa the iruiolence and insubor¬ 
dination of his own officers, which prevented him frgni galiimg 
deoi^ivo BUCCOS 3 at tlio outset. This gave the Parliaincntanans time 
to organize tlieir forces, ami to <*ppo?^o dnllcd £foldiers to the bravo 
but ill-dmciplined Cavaliers. Throughout the war the Royalist 
horsemen could never bo mustered for a semnid ehargea -whilo the 
Parlianicntanaa cavalry, botlii at Mar.ston Moor and Naseby, ehow'cd 
how well they couhl rally, Tho Royalist historian, Clarendon, fills 
his i>iiges with pictures of the v/ronghoadedness and selfishness 
whicli again ami again nuned the king’s plans; ami shows that 
Charles’ armies sutfonMl defeat from the same causes which had 
ruined Uie French feudal levies at Cim^y and Agincourh 



CHAITICH ill. 

Twk Common wji alt» am>* ruoi LCTouATr., 1649-10(50 ycAiw)'. 

Vhir/ of th^ (hr:iu,<>fiu'riiifJi.---~<)\iver CrooiwoU; iwiffax ; Ju)m 

MUtj&n ; Sir Henry Vinie; Honry Cromwell; Irc.tun ; UvniOcrti Fkct- 
woim} \ Blake ; Ikun ; Kichnrd Cromwell; and lilauk. 


Whatever may lo thiju.qht of Iho n'glif or wronf? of 

Chaite toOfcatb, there is little doubt llurt it was a political mistake. 
•} 


Charles himself was dis».:r<>dilcd, but his death laliied 


llio Boyalists round Uto Prince of Wales, agaiust whom 
no harm W'oa known, and intole it cmiaiu. tluit tlio 


ChArlM* 
ex«cxiiiuu 
a mlstaEo. 


now govcrnirieiit would have to rest niwjn the tcri'or insja'red by 
the army. The expulsion of the rreshytermus in 1G48 had thrown 
tliem into opposition, so timt the party uow^ in power consisted ojily 
of the Mciwndents and soclnries supported liy Crojnw'cli’s soldiers. 
Hardly was Chirlos dead wdieu the puhlicntion of “ E/kdn fiasilikd ’* 
(the Koyal Likeness), which professed to have l^ecn written hy 


Charles himself, an<l gave aii account of his life and 
medihiiions in prison, pro<luced such a reaction in his 


‘’EtkOtt 

BaariUke/* 


tavour tlmt the poet Milton was engaged to answer it. 

^rcctly after tlie execution ^the Commons voted that the House 
of Lords ** i>f''tiscless^dangcroi^,^i(J)ought to bo aholkhed/* They 
then jresolvcd(^rat govcmineat by a kbg or single pei-soii ^* is un- 
necessaryj) hurdensome, dangcrons, and ouglit to be ahoUshed,” 
A Coimcjl of State was then appointed to carry on. councUorstat* 
tEe A^^vernment, and an act passed, declaring the appoint. 
people of England to he a ff<'0 About 

thesaoio time some of tlic Boyalist leaders w ere hrotight to trial, and 
liannitoh, who had lc<l the Scottish invasion, was executed witl» 
Hotted and Capel, the leaders of the Itoyalist rising in 1648. 

Meanwhile the goyemment found itsel f surrounded with dUftouldes. 
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Tn KngJand a tlurig^a’an^ rautiny l^roko oat fa tlio army. lu Irclaud 
tlia rebels iiruj Uuvalists, who were now ruaking 

Xbo Irl«b war. , « i. 

c-oiTiraori caiisi% bad litnntiKMi m tno Fanifliti<ji>' 

tarfj^ns at Dublin. Tn t^eotlarul tbo (’ovenariters wero ^^^vying 

tnwfj.s ami corre^^pomb’ng vv'ith tbo rrinco of Wales, Tho council 

acted with groat energy. Tho mutineors were >>tiTaIy put down; 

(■lomwell himself was despatched to Irclaud, Iteforo his arrival, 

Sattieof h'lwovcr, (Icnoral Jont‘s bad bo.aton tho Tioyahd 

Rathrainei. Ommiid j^t Hathuiines, near Dublin. Upon that, the 

Hoyalists, <|uitling the open country, wore jireparing to protiivct IIj© 

war by forcing the Kivglisb to mulortake a numbor of alcgcs, 

Drogheda CroTuwoll at onco ^^a^cile^l on Drogheda and stornly 

etonned. ordcrod it to surrender. t)n a refusal, ho stofmed 

tho town nud {>’d tho garrison to tho Kwurfl. This terrildo act 

probably H;tved blood,>bed in the long run. Wexfc»rd iudood stood 

n siege, ]>ut, the example being repeated, moat other towns «up- 

rendered at tbo tirst snnnnons. 

In Bcothind the [uin(;t* had been driubtful whether the CoveftAn- 
toTS under Argyll, or the old loyalist loader Montrose, w'ould best 
Th« Scottish Pcrve him. Montrose was allowed to make .an ex- 
pedition ainl attempt to raise the clans, but, on his 
defeat at Carbisdale, ('harles rucaidy snlVercd him to be tried ainl 
executed by the Covenanters without a protest. As tho council 
expoetc<l tho Scots to invade Englainl, they tk>tevrnined to tAko 
the first step; and, as Fairfax did not opprove of this, CrorawCU 
was ordered to iuvado Scotlaml, With a large army supported 
by a fleet, Cromwell took the road from Berwick to Kdinhurgh. He 
found the Scots strongly posted on S;dishury Cragj^, a part of Arthur's 
Seat. As their position was impregnable, Cronnvell was obliged to 
retreat when bis provwions were cxluaustcd. As he retired the Scote 
pursuevl, keeping along Uio ridgo of tho Lammermuir pills whrdi 
hero run paiallcl to tho Forth, while Cromwell marched on the 
*BanUof level ground by tho shore. On reaching Dunbar, 
Dunbar. which Jios at the end of a small promontory, tlie 
Scots placed theinselvos so as to command the roads from Dnubat 
to Berwick aiid Edinburgh. Their position was so strong that Crotn- 
woll despaired of success. Tie had already sent his heavy guns and 
lack on board the fleet, and was preparing to follow with his whole 
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army, w3)en fhi? f«?ti*ful that ihojr prey wouKl escape, n^J:^c^^ 
oil by their proat'iurs, began to come down into tho plain. In stantly 
CroniW^dl saw Viiii advanta/jc ; IiodaNbe*.] hit? troopa upon the <lc«*:vn»l' 
ing Scotj?, threw tlicir van into vonfns^ioti.an'l hurling it back on tho 
maiu body, comph-tod the <li>K!Ointifuro of iholr whole army. 

From l>unlHir Cromwell inarcb.ed on Edinburgh, which opened ita 
gates, whdo the Sc.its rctroatcvl to a tstrong jKjHition near Stirling, 
There Cromwell, unable t*> bring the Seotn to an scotunaaroh on 
engftg^tmct.it, croif.scil the Fonii, in oriler to take JOotidoa. 
them iu the rear, Thia niMia'uvro left the o>ad to Engirind open, 
and Charles, who had now joined the S<.iols, Ixddly abamluning 
Bootianil, jrmrehod with his whole army for London. Cromwell, 
who wus quite takeit by surprise, sent J>aTiil>t-rt by forced marches 
to try and check the Unyalist advance. Lambert f:uh*d to stop 
Charles, but ho turned him, and the Ivoyali.st.s, instead of mnrcliing 
straiglit to London, ti>ok: the ruad U) Worcester* This mistake gave 
Cromwell tlrno to corno up, and wUh an over* Batti^of 
whelming force he crushed the H..»yaliHt. army at Worcester. 

Worcester. .Few of Charles’ men egcajied, but tho prlnc .0 Ijimself 
contrived to make his w^y tbrungh Cromwell’s line, and after many 
hair-breadth adventures found a passage to Franco. 

Next year war began wnth tha Dutch. For many years tho 
Dutch haii b(?cn our rivals in the Colonies, and the two nations 
were, bitterly jealo\^ of each other’s succe.*<R in tra/.1o. The Butch 

Tho Dutch hod done a large business in c:.irrying tho yfra.^. 
goods of other countries! to Erigland, where they sold them at a 
profit j but Parliament passes! the Navigalbrn Act, which forbade 
th6 importathm^of g^xxU into England except in English fthips, or 
in th6 Hhi|)3of the country pro<3m*ing them. This law was naturally 
by,the Dutch, and war broke o^t. Owing to the care which 
Clharles had taken of it, the navy was in gocvl condition, and after 
an uidccisive Isittle in May, 1652, the Dutch weri^ defeat<'d in 
SeptomlHT liy Robert Blake, the English admiral, in a battle oil* t]b6 
ooa&t of .Kent, Their discomfiture, bowea er, only spurred the Dntch 
on to greater efforts, and in Kovember iheir fleet, under Van Trump, 
beat Blake off' the Ness. No-xt year, however, Blake defeated tho, 
Dtttcb off Portland and again off the North Foreland. 

After tho battle of Worce.ster tho army became much diA" 

. -S' 
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with tlie conduct of l*atJkmcixt, The soldloi^ iKoo^bt 

fArmy <lia-1 plCBCnt IIOUSO ought h) IjC (lissolvcdy flud itB pkco 

"Ftt’auuttrut!^ taken hy one nu>i*e in harmony with their view‘d, 
*• Parliament, however, wuailicd to put off the dissolution 

as long as possible, anil IbKiifl November 3, 1(564^, an its date* Tiiis 
tli»l not at all meet tlio view's of tho army, and when a bill ivas 
l)rong]it into Parliarnpnt by which all the, members wero to fceeptbeir 
seats without re-election, and also to have a right of Veto on newly 
CrorawoH members, Cromwell in l<>r)3 went down to 

tho IIoTKse and expelled tho members* 'fhls doiio, 
inomiMMi#. Ovomwell and the c<flloen 5 ftjspi>intcd a new council 
of state, which, in place of a Parliament, chose an assembly of one 
hundred and forty nominees from names sent in by ilio various Inde* 
SareboneV pondont luiniston^. This assembly is often called Bare* 
patiiftmcnt. leones’ Parliament, from the name of one of the mem¬ 
bers for tho city of London. Its mombers were animated by tho 
host intentions, but they liad no knowledge of statesmanship. For 
instance, Uiey named a committee to reform tho liiw wdiich did not 
contivio a single lawyer. Many of their reforms weio good, but 
many wero too violent to suit Cromwell; t^o army was disaadsfied, 
and tho members resigned their power into Croraweli’s hands* 

Upon this, in December, l(io3, tho council of officers, by tho 
Instrument of Guvenirrmut, made (homweli Lord Protector with 

Cronwtatbc- ^ oouficil of twouty-ono pci'so.’ij. The Protector 
laxmoffiiord was to be general by land and sea; but ho ^vas to 
i»rou»to». ^teculo all questions of peace and W’ar by tho aid of 
the council. Parliament was to bo summoned at Joaot once erory 
three yeanj, and was not to ait for less than fivo months. All laws 
wero to bo mado by it, but the Protector miglit deday any taw 
Coming into force for twentv-one days. Tho first Parlutmt^ inia 
to meet in September, 1054, so that lUl it met CromwoU and tho 
council hwl yole power. 

In 1045 tlie uso of tho Prayer-book had been forbidden by Act 
of Parliament, and Presbyterianism established by law fi>r Ihre^ 
z(«ugioti8 Presbyterianism had, however, never gainedi 

pou«vof any real hold in Euglimd, except in London, 
cashire, and some of the large towns, aa Briato! 
Hall; and since 1048, when the army gained the upper hand^ no 
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Attempt had 1 k;«i ma<Jo to enforce tt^ and tho pamh clmrehea had 
heeri occuj*if<l hymen of all denominatiotiSi who used fttiy form of 
fiervioo they likc^h ao long as it was m>t ilio Prayer-book of tho Ohurch 
of Kngland, Sfanyof theso men ’ivi.ro carnost arid pious, oUieiS'^vero 
wholly uriBUiiaMo, and Cromwell, therctoro, despatched a commission 
to imjuiro fido tho elmractcm of all ngainat whom co/nplaiut was 
made. As iin jjoruHty, frivolity, tho um; of the Common Prayer-booli, 
and loyalty to tfio Stuarts, wore c^pudly regarded by tho comiuia* 
aioncfS 8$ “ Simnrlalous,” naich inju»tio(? was done among mm<^ gowl. 
Tho places of the ejected ministers were hllod up by the ordiiiary 
pairone of livings, but all persons nominated had to pass a board of 
triers, consisting of rrcisbytcrians, IndcpcfKhmts, and Haptists, wlio 
were riatnrally eoincwljat proju<licid against tho Itoyalist clergy, 
many of whom were r( je<^tjed. In 1C55 it wasTriade penal for any 
dispossessed minister to hold the oifioe of private chaplain, to preach, 
to admlniffter the to use tlie Frayer-book, or to teach 

ill a public or private fcchooK 

Tho reform of tho law w;is a hivonrito hJibjcct with the army, 
ivnd Cromwell appohited a commission to take the matter in hani.1: 
He afeo preparotl for a reform of the Court of crowweU'* 
Ciiancety, by arranging that siiita in that court Khould »oUtry. 

1)0 tried in the other law courta until all arrears were cfearo<l 
off. An advatitfigcouB pcuce was ronchided with Holianih 
3Law and ord<jr muo enforced in Ireland and Scotland with a 
rtem hand. In Irelantl, llcnvy Cromwell, second eon of the 
Protector, ruled from 1654 to 1650. Under liim tho proprjrly of 
the Irish Catholics and ItoyaUsts was forfeited, and divided among 
those who liad*!cnt money for tho war and Umj Cromwelliao 
seldieiy. The new scttlerB, like the Ulstermen, were vigorous 
improyers of the country, but the conl{^ation of the lauds of the 
Irish woe as unjust theu as it bad been in 4C061. Bcotbnil 
was umler the rule of George Monk, who redneofi tl^e High- 
lauds to order. Presbytenatiism ceaaed to be established, but 
there was no religious persecution. The union with England did 
much good to Scottish trade, and Croinweirs rule was a time of 
great peace and prosperity for tfiat country. At homo and abroad 
Oroiu’^cll showed himself a vigorous and aiicoeaeiul administrator. 
The ^evatioii of tho Protector was tire signal for plots agaluat hla 
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life; Lut tlifJ of rontnv<‘fl l*y (I'-ninl Vo\v<^ii. was 

(U'Um'N’iI, Mfii! tlie 

On S»’pU'r!il>cr .*), lOfit, tlio lirsf Protcctornlo rarliarncnt met. A 
f(rc.'rt ni.’iny rneiulH'rs Uoi'-n Inken away ft'inii small or derayed 
. . towns and irivcri to nnroio’cscMited tow!js, while 

Tno nrfjt ^ f-. j 

Prutt-ctonito tliC t*'tunf.ies rocvivod nictnhcr.s in proportion to their 
i’fvrnfiiTienl. , - , , , , ^ v 1 1 

]>opul;\tn»n. lour hnndrofl moTnlKnri .<>t for rj?i‘'}an*i, 

fljiity for Si’otlaml, and thirty t'T Ireland, so that f^io rarliamenl 

rujij^’sented the wliolo of i!u! Isles, and not. F.ncland and 

^^‘uh.‘s oidy. as ]>rcviun.H ViulianirMits had done. When it met, 

tluM Mlretm' Ivepnhlioinis, headed hy Sir Arlliur Haycltj^’, llradshaw, 

and Soot, insisted upon dot'atin;Lt the advisal>iifty of ‘.tovern- 

rnont hy a .siiji^lo j/orson. Tliis was to strike at the very root of 

the pre-sent sett lenient, and Cromwell huiiul it neressary to exact a 

plod;jje from the Toernhers that they would not attempt to alter the 

form of goveinrnent, and excluded ahont a Inindred roernhci's? who 

rcfusi.'d to give it. At length, after a stormy session, Parliament 

was dissolved in Jarman', Idrif). Its dissensions encouraged tlu* 

jtoyali.^is, and a number of them, under Penruddock and Wag- 

_ „ staff, seized the judges who had come to hold the 

Fenriuuiook’a as.sizos at Salisbury, and attempted to raise Uio 

rismir. com»try. The movement, liowevor, wa.s a complete 

failure, aiul it was clear tliat so long as tho army was united 

casual insurrection.^ had no chance of success. «?Tho plot, however, 

gave Cromwell an excuse for dividing Knglaud into eleven military 

districts, aud placing each of them under a major-general, wdio paid 

himself and his men out of tho estates of the Koyalisls, and nilod 

with almost despotic pwer, « 

.In foreign aiTairs (^rounvell went l.iack to the policy of Queen 

Elizabeth. Tiic Stuart friendKhip with Spain had always been nn- 

Cromw<»u popular; Cromwell, tlierefore, made war with Sjxiin, in 

Fxi^nc?(^i^t with France, as Klizalieth had done. By this 

Spain. time the chief European nations had acipiired con- 

aiilerahlo colonies in the New World. Cromwell was the hrst to 

Wo boffin to realize that, as England was a na^ al power, the host 

policy for her rvas to attack tho colonies of her 

coioniM. opponents, and this plan was steadily followed 

afterwards. In 1666 Penn and Venables made an expedition to 
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the Wotrit anti tiiough they'faiicil to take San Dtnnin;;o, 

they caj'tiireil Jinuiiio.iij which the hoUl at Uio oupturoor 

present tlay, The French were glad erunigU to join Jjwjistica. 
with us agaiuj^t Spain, and, t'f picaso Crouuvol), onhn'd CItJtrlea 
to quit, their territury. In I<>58 an uritiy v-f Ktiglish tual FitMich 
troops bi‘at"tije SpaeLmls in i\w battle of the Uuoes, or sand-hills, 
on tho Meth^land coast, aial mpturod I'unUivk, D«f«atortha 
which was li.-Widcd ov<rr to Faighind' iunt a livmdreil 
s'cars after tlie loss of Calais, Cronnvell inudo it Duukirk. 
his aitn to make lagriUKl feared abroad, and on las jemotiffrancc 
the Duke of Savoy, in lb50, gave up persmiting the V'rotOihint 
V'audnis, whoso cause had been j>!oaded by Milton. 

In ICod Cioifjweil again called a rariiarnent, as ho did not wish to 
bo an arbitrary ruler, 'bo avoid the dilhcuities of the last Failia- 
inent, abovt3 ninety ItejnddieauM and I’resbyloilans 
w'ere not allow'od to take their fit ats. 'i’ho new Far- »«con<i 
liainent wi-iljcd Cromwell to hike tljc tiOo as well as 
tho pow'ors of king, and to o.ill a Ik.oiko of lords: tliis w'ould have 
lutd the advantage of securing ChomwcirK ofl'ieials finm prosecutiottH 
f(>r treason in evnuit of a i'»‘slorati'.ui, ber^jiso th*y w(tuld have coma 
under tho dc facXo statute of lleruy VII., according to which no 
one could be j>ro,secuted for treason for lu/Iding oOico under a kifjg 
wlto was actually reigtiir.g. Tho nanjo of king, liowever, was sliil 
odious to tho anny^without wltose sup])ort Cromwell could not hope 
to keep his place, lie wits, therefore, obliged to 

, • /, ... , , , ,r t . CroaiwUl 

dccune the title of kuig, but accepted, the Humbio Ueoiinwthis 
Petition and Advice, by which the ohko of Protector femg-. 

was made hcredi^^ry; and the old constitution of Fngland, with the 
changes introduced by the Long Pariiiunent before tho war, wtt ,4 
practically n^stored. All forms of taith except llornan (Jatholicisiu 
and Socinianisiu were to bo toleratcdjl but no douoinujation was 
eiitablished as the State Church. At the beginning of* 1058 the re- 
orgajiized Parliament met, but Cromwell’a enemies in tho Cominotr^i 
made agreement witli the lords imposeil-de, and it was soon dissolved. 

After this Croimvell's health gre w rapidly worse, and in lb,58, worn 
out by anxiety, ho died. Cromwell waiJ a really great i>eath of 

man; his military genius ficoured his pre-eminence in Oromwoit 

a time of war. When he had become the leader of tho country, he 
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showed hif» snfijacity and practical %ij«loin Vy tiK‘ moderatiott of hli 
nctrt; but he faifcd to make his nilo perinaiieot, bocauf>e on attempt 
to jt^overn f hti majority of a imtirm by a minority supported by an 
armp/l force, can In the nature of things only be tranaitory, and. thero 
is little doubt that a fnjciy elected Parliament, any time after the 
bftgiiiniug of tlie war, woulil have given a majoritj^ jMM^ibly to Uie 
KoyaliHts, cerbunly to Uio Koyalibts and rre8l*ytorian»^combined. 

Oil Oroinweirs dcatJi the comicil declared bis elde^iii son, Richard, 
rVotcetor. It wMs unfortunate that the sepontl son, Henry, who was 

aiohard croTO' ^ capable soldier and oxpei ienecd statesman, couKl 
wail tM»c<na«« not have sueccodod', for Kicliard, though a kindly 
i*rot»ctor, gentlinnan, was neillicr a statesman nor a sokUer, 
and liad not the religious character whicli was necessary to win the 
n^speet of the zealots. His accession, howev er, pass?ed off without 
disturbance; but when liis first Pai Uament met, the obi dissciudotw 
broke out, and Kichai'd found that ho must eillier trust to Um support 
of tho army or that of Parliamcut. Ho pioferre^i the army, and 
’ i>arUnntont Parliaini'ut was disKoived. The soldiers then took 
ai«»oivoii. matters into thoir own and recailed the 

remains of the Long l*ailianicnt, gencrtilly called the Rump; and 
Richard, finding himself ueglecttHh left Whitehall and retired to 
private life. I'heso events naturally encouraged insurrection, and 
a rising hroko out in Cheshire, under Booth, which was promptly 
put ib>\vii by Lambert. On Lambert’s rotuim ^0 Loudon ho was 
disniiiiscd by llio ParHament, so tlic day he marched on West- 
iniuslor, and for the second time the army expelled tho Rump. 

The army was now supremo, but its power was threatened by 
tho nimch from Scotland of General Monk, CrotpwelPs olBoer in 
3«onjt. joined cGuOtry. Monk was a cautious man and kept 

FairSx counsel, but it was thought that ho waa 

matches ou opposed to ‘tlio leaders of tlio English army, Ac- 
t.ondon. ^ corclingly Lambert marched north to fight him; but 
Lord Fairfax, who since tho Protectorate had retired from pubiic 
End of the Uuwtored tlio Forkshiro militia and threatened 

partiamont Mouk, Upon tiiis LamberPs troops dispensed, 

and Slonk, marching without opposition to London, 
declared fora free Parliament. He tiien forced the Rump, winch 
had resumed its sittings on I^amberPs departure, to dissolve itself 


End of the 
Eump 
E&rllam«nt. 
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in ^{jcordiinco with tIio,act of I<i 4 l { and called a now Parliament^ 
or Conveution (beciiui^e it was not summoned by a to meet 
m April 

The CoTivontion was elected, not according to Cromwell’a plan, 
hut by the old boroughs. It was composed almost entiredy of 
HoyaHsh^ and IVosbytcrians, who had IiiUierto Ik’ou 
hept in snbj^tion by tUo army, of whoso rule all Oonvontion 
Knglaud, witlf the exception of a few (hnatics, was 
heartily tired. With one voice tho Convention detcnnlncd to 
recall Charles, vrho was in no way tespensibUj for Uio ill deeds 
of his father. Cliarles was only too glad to resjunid, ohaii** 
and (jimubt the onthuBia-sra of tho whole nation he r<»can*d, 
I^adod at Dover, and entered London on his biiilulay, May 29 , 1000 . 


^CniEF BATTLES AA^D SIEGES OF Tl/E CFV/l WAK. 


&ftUIe of IvlgohiU .* 

„ ChatgroYC Field 
„ Atherton Stoor 
,, ttoundaway Down ... 

tiainsborongh. 

t§i€ga of Oloueeater . 

Firafc battle of Kewbury 


Battle of Winceby 

It 

Nantwicb 

II 

Selby ...• 

91 

Cropredy Brbige 

91 

Marston Moor 


Surrender at Lostwithicl 
Second battle of Newbury ... 

Battle of Njptae^y . 

Battles of Tippermuir, Inverlochy, 
Battle of Rowton lleath 

,1 FrOstoa . 

I, Kathmioes. 

Siege of Drogheda . 

Battle of Dunbar 
n Worcester 


. October, lGi2 

.thme, im 

... June,- 

... ... ... ... July,..- 

.July?- 

,., Angiist 10 -“Seplomber ft, *—*•’ 

. September 20, --— 

. October,- 

. January, XW 

... ... ... April, "* 

... ... «<> June 20, ■" -■ * 

..July 2,- 

. September,- 

. October,- 

..June, 1(515 

Kilsyth, and FhiHphangh - 

. September,- 

9 iTlK 

■#piL M ^ ^ 

.. ... icm 


4 « • * * ' * ' • 

,.. September 3, K60 
September 3, Iftftl 




CilAFIKK IV. 


Cjiaiu.ks II., (25 years). 

Burn 1630; ruarricl, 1002, Katluiriuo of I\>rtugal. 


('hii f OiiirKK'ti'rs of the J7Hfjn. —Ktlward Rarl of < !larciiilc>n; Ihf P\jke 

of Huckinghaiu ; CiitTorl; Antony Astiloy Cooi^er, created Earl oC 
Shafleslniry ; ArliOijton; I.jju<i«r(.Ule; Sir'fiioiu-jA CMborne, croatvd 
l;arl of DanOy ; tlie Bnkft of ^loujuoiith; .Jatnes, Bukt: of Vork ; Titus 
O.Ue9; IrVilliam, I<cril Ku s^oll; AJgt.Tiion Suiffoy. 

CVf«y' CvHtc>i*iMir^ry yui'crcit/ns, 

France. Hjiland. 

Loui.s XIV., AVilUaiii of Orange, SladtloWor, 

iG4;.i 1715. 


('HARr.FS II. K’oamo king at the ago of thirty, llo had liv'cnl 
.abroad since lie had bocn twenty^MK*, siimotiiues in Franco,sometimes 
charaetor of Holland, llo wa.s a man of groat natural feagacity, 

cimvioaii. jumi checkered career had givnri liim considerable 
experience of men and things. More able than his father, holiad 
more .knowh?dgo of the world than his grandfather, and ho brought 
back with him one fixed tletermination, never to .sot out on his 
travels again. At the saino time, ho ^Yaa dotermkiod to secure as 
Tuucli iiower as circamsiaucos would iwrmlt, and his easy-going 
manner, ‘which bliiKled obsv rvers to his real character, enabled him 
lo gain a large measure of success. At his accession his confidence 
was given toOlarendon, the Edward Hyde of the Long Parliament, 
who, after a steady adherence to the royal lainily in its xuisfortujics, 
now returned lis Lord Chancellor. 

The first step of the Convention was to pass an Act of 
Actor Indemnity and Oblivion for offences committed 
[ndemnitv during the civil wars and the Commonwealth, From 
provisions, however, those persons who had been 
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<*Bi»eciaUy connected with the trinl and cxce'ution of Charles 
were cxxeptcih Of these maity were dea«l, but of those who wtiro 
captureii ten suftered death, and others wore imprisoned. A year 
later Oencral Inambert ami Sir Uenry Vane \v(?ro tried for transoi). 
Neither of them were rcp;icides, and they pleadod t hat whatthtij.’ had 
done was pr(3tecteil by the de yVifo staJuto of Henry Yil., which, 
under the actual title of kin^r, might bo Indd to include a seulcd 
governruent.*' Tlio judge?, howtjver, ilccidcd agahist them, and 
],aiul>ert was iinprisoncM^and Vane cxecutiyJ. 

Parliament next aboiisluHl the practice of VioMiug land on 
military tenure, which involved the jniymeut of feuid.d dues. These 
dues had long K-cn a simrcc of complairjt, for the rcufianam 
objects of feudalism had ilisapjxvired; but it was not 
fair to commute them for an excise on liquors which f*dl, nrd utK>u 
thoise who had h>fnier]y paid th<3 dues, but upon ih»3 giuu/ral Innly of 
the nation. At the Fame time, tlio rigid of purveyance, by vvhicli 
the king had the padvilcge <‘f btiyirig all gomlsla? wauled at market 
price, and of prcssiiig into his fccrvice carnages and ciut^^, Nvas 
aUnudoucd. 

The question of defeuco «'a«{ next coiisitiered by rarliamtait- 
The command of the militia aial the fortre.^*es was lesiured to the 
king, and it was als<3 determined to keej) upaf irce Tho 
of two regijQents, and severai garrisons, amounting in 
ail to five tiiousai^l men. There is a certain point in the develop¬ 
ment of a country at which a sUmling army of i)r<.)fe.';sn>md Huldicrs 
bcN3omcs necessary, A highly civilized nation will not endure to bti 
called u[xm to leave its bm-jincKs and take service in the field, while 
iit the tiine the progress in the art of war makes it nt'cdful tor 
the soldier to have a more regular training than he can get while 
following any other purs^uit, Knglarld^s Inbulac position, ho'vcver, 
enabled tia to do without a standing army long alter the contincnUl 
natior^B had adopted them. The Convention Parliamerit was dis¬ 
solved in 1601, and the same year a new ParHainent met. The 
new members were almost entirely Royaliht.?, and so eapr were 
tlrcy for vengeance, that the government had gnat dilhcuHy in 
inducing them to confirm the acts of the Convention. 

At the Restoration the Church of England resumed its old 
position ai the Established Church; but it might have been ex- 
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jictvtvd Cliai!«s would havo done ftauictliiug to improTe 
K«-c«tabiiah* jKKsitioii of tho Pre?fl>jteruiii?j to \vbo?ve allianco with 
*chIiVeh^of lloyali«hJ liB owed so mneb. A eoafoix»nce, 
iiidoed, waa Md at tUo> Savoy ralaca between the 
i»iai}io\w and tho Pieabytcmn miniatcra, hot neither party was 
tcally anxioiia for urnoii, aiicl tliO meeting came to notUifig. In 
Charltvi* firist rarlbiriont, Chnrcbmcn were in a great|niajor 2 ty^ and 
then- fir«t act was to roiriafato the Church in Um po.ddoa site had 
iield Ixfforo tho ivbcllioii. By tho Act Ujjlformiiy, passotl in 
Uk)*2, all holders of houefic.es were rc^piiied .to ho ordained by a 
Ushop, U) use. only tho Boob of Common Prayer, of which a re%di8cd 
version was published tlwi Bamo year, and to lake an oath that re- 
sistanoe to the king was unlawful. As a munl/cr of ministers W’bo 
had been appointed to livings sinco the disjcstaldishment of the 
Church Infused to comply with, these conditiohS) they w'ere forced 
to vacate ibcir livings oti St. BarUmlomcw'a Day, 1662. Aa to Uie 
number and qualificrtlious of these men, Chvudimen and Noncon¬ 
formists arc hopelessly at variance; but it is probable that Uie 
nnnibor did Jiot fall short of fifteen hundred, and it certainly 
inchidod many moii cmineut for piety and kaiuing. 

*l'he.restoration of tlio Clnirch livings to membei's of the Church 
Wiis not unfair, but tho hardwhipa of the exj>olled ministers were 
inado greater by tliO day chosen for Uicir expulsion ftdling jiiijt 
iMjibre they received their tithes, so that they Ic^t a yearns income 
aa well; while, not content wdUi re-establishing tho Church iit 

peiwcuiion of I’arJiAmont persecuted ite 

tboNoacoa- lallcii Opponents. Many of tlio expelled iniufe^ts, 
formiBt*. ^ Itoyalists hud done under the Gommon- 

wealtli, coutiuucd to call tlicir followers together in fK^me barn or 
hai^o room; so, in 16G4, Parhament imitated tlio bad example of 
Cromwell by passing tho Ijonventiclo Act, wMeb forbade all 
assemblies for woraliip oUier than those of the Church, and in 
lt>i>5 it revived another of CromwoHa reg^xlations^ by passing the 
Five Milo Act, which forbade expelled ministers, unices they had 
subscribed to Uie Act of Uniformity, to. get their living by teacldug 
iu any public or private school, or to settle within five miles of 
any corporate towm. The politu^al strength of tho Nonconformists, 
of whom the chief bodies were the Presbyterians, the Independents^ 
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the end the Quakcrst* ky iu the coipc^mtioiis of small 

towns ', aoil, to deprive thorn of Uiis, ihoCorpomtioaAct s\ah paswi'd, 
in 1061 , orddrbg all hoUlora of muu!cij[>ai office to renounce the 
Covenant, cud iako Uio Saoramoul accor^liug to the forma of tlio 
Church of Kngiaml. Tho Corivoratioa Act, Cnifornuly Act,*CaH" 
venUck-Act, and Five Alile Act arc often o^dlod tho Cliirendori 
Codeand Mompiirkon of those with tho logkktior* of tho Com- 
monwcidti* Aowb tliat, in tho tscvontecnlh century, neither the 
Clmrch nor her <^ppano.«t A had grasped the idea of religious t<.»loralloii. 

Xri fore^i politico Ckreudon continued the iK)Ucy of hostiiity to 
%am and friondjsihip to France, In acconlancc with it^ Charles in 
1662 married Kathantie of Fortngal, which country 
had in 1640 revolted from {>pain, to wliiiih it luul /or«ico 
lieeii united since 1580. With her Charles received 
the island of Ihunlwiy, in the East Indies, and Tangiers, on tlie north¬ 
west coast of Africa. I'he possession of these places gave Knglund 
licw opporUmities for tiiuio, which Charles, like all his family, had 
much at heart* The same year Claroudon sold Dun« Dunkirk mm 
kirk to tlie French, This W’as probably not unwise, to tuo Preach, 
but it made Clarendon very impopulur. It was B,aid that be liad 
Ijecn bribcih and a new hotise wliich ho was building \va« idckiuwaHl, 
Dunkirk Hume. In 1CC4 war hroko o)it with the 
Dutch, Its chief cause was tho commorrial and Uuteto. 
colonial jealousy yhicli had brought about the former war, and to 
tins was added the annoyance which was felt by Clualcs hecauso 
the Dutch burghers were keeping out of power tlic house of Orange, 
thdhcad of which, IVince William, was his nephew. At first tho 
Knglish were successful, and 8ir ilobcit IlulnniS Kcized the i.>ulch 


colony of the New Netlicrlands, which lay between Virginia and 
tlie Kow England States. It became an Engli.sh canturoo/ 
colony, and its capital. New Amatcfdam, received 
the name of New York, in honour of the king’s ^ ixiwcaton. 
broUter. In 1666 the Duke of York won a great victoiy over 
the Dutch off Low'cstoft, on the Suffolk coast. 

However, in 1666 the French, who had always been friends witli 
the hnrj^er party, came to tljeir assistance. In spite of tlii« the 
Engli^i under Prince Buport and Monk (now Duke of Albemarle), 
won Bweral victories, but in 1667 the Dutcli advanced into the 
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'rifjarnoe, anil Iniint the sliips at tho mouth of tho Medvvay. Soon 
iifl<[.Twar(lH was nmiio between Knglaml anrl lIollaiKl. 

'riiw war is roiimrkal,*!ti for another jKorit, In t605 Parliament 
granb-'l £l,i;io0,000 to be npent on tho war only, so begimnng tho 
Ai>rropiiation of making special votes for speeial things, 

cfsuppiiea. calloil appiopnatitso of .‘••upplios?, which gave it a 
muoli more eflicient control over expcMulitnii? than|wheTi money 
WJ19 votctl to bo aihleil to tho goiioral fumi, to bo*tpent at tho 
iliscrelion of tho goveriuncnt, 

Ihisidestho failure of tho Dutch war, Kiiglanjl h.'ul beeunnfortnnato 
in I’llhor rospccl:^, In hh)5 oceurretl tloii (Jreat Plague, tho hi^.t of 
the gi’oat po!-tilenr.cs whieli from time to tinio <!cY;n;{.Atefl tho iilthy 
alleys and Jiarrow streots wliieli fonnotl tho towns of rneditoval 
ThaFir«of Kuropo, and in Scidcrnher the next yearn groat tiro 
x<ondoo. ragisl for four days, wliich destrovi’d St. PanrsCiitho- 
drai and tho greater i)ait of tlio city of [.otalon. Ciaroudon was 
also unpopular witlt tho king, of whoso dissipated life ho disap» 
ciuroudonia proved, and so, when an outcry was raised r^cainst 

dismissed irvui his post and iinpoached 
thoCoaiincftt. jn lGii7. Pv Cliarlo-s' advseo he lied io tlio (^.>utsnenl■, 
wlioro h»‘ Kpi*nt tho remainder uf his life iri cnmpletirig a history of 
tho tJrcat Uobellion whioli ho had begun dmlng bl.s formor exile. 

During (^'larondon’s ministry important eventa occurred in Sc-ot* 
land and Ireland. In Scotland, in spite of the w^licij of the. people, 
Kv<>nt« In Ih<^* old form of g«iveriunoiit was restored, Kpi.sci>pacy 
Scotuuui re-establisliod, and tho persecution of the Coveinintera 
begun. In Ireland an Act of Settlement wa.s passcil, by which a 
‘rreatwontof Certain amount of tho land forfeitejJ by Cromwell 
uii»iri«ii. restored to the Catholics and Rovaiists. Un¬ 


hupp)ily, tho KngUsli Piivliament did all it could to injure Irish trade, 
in tho interests of tho English merchants nnd manufacturers. The 
Iri$h were fotJ)iddon to trade with tho English colonies, or to enjoy 
the benolit of tho Navigation Act. They were also forbidden to 
export to England either cattle, meat, or biilLer, so that everything 
was done to check tlie development of the country. 

After Charendou’s fall, tlxe king gave his confi<lence to a group of 
Hve statesmen-—ClilTord, Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley, and Lauder- 
d»de. Such a group was called a Cabal/’ but as Uiis word is formed 



1«7»J 


Ckiirlcs IL 


*6<) 


by tlio first ictters of tliese etatosniouV nanios, it is ofir'n tboiijjht 

llmt it was ilr‘rivo .1 frora Uu'in. liu? (.’'attal wa.s rcaDv 

. * ^ . Th«i Cftb»l 

very mtn:h like the nioilem Cabinet. I'lio chief aim 
of the Cabal was to reverse ('larerulon’s pnluy, aini they tlic^t^forc 
fnrnnsl a Triple Alliance, U‘tNve«'n Hujlainl, Swc< 1 en, Th«>Tripi« 
and England, against France. This policy was pro- Ailiftnci*, 
bably ipiilc rjjht, for rrancc', n^g Sp.ain, was now the inoAi dangiTOUS 
power in Kuff>pc» and tlc" treaty wa;^ therefore very jW'pnlar in Eng- 
larnl. I'lio rnhiistry als^ tried to induce rarliamont to do somo* 

ii 

thing for the l^atholies and N’onconfornirds, hut without success. 
To Charles tlio Triple Alliance was dif-lasiefut. Under his m<ither's 
iidhienre, b*»th ho and his hrother danics, Puko of xuH<««tenjJ n> 
York, wern attached to the Kornan Catliolic frith, cbftrnva. 
and he helievcd that Uouis’ aid would alone enable him to oprudy 
declare hi.s rfllgion. Accordingly, in UlTO, Charles eonrot treaty 
made with Franco the secret treaty of I lover, by withyranw 
whieh ho agreed to make war npoji Holland and to dcelarn liimscK 
a Oathobc, npon condition that Uonis sln-nld pay to him a largo 
wim of moricv. and that h« should al.so receive a sliare of Holland 

« I 

when it had been c,u)quered. Of this treaty ilio nation knew 
notldtig, and only Clillord arid Arlington were aware that (lliarles 
had promised to declare himself a Catlclie. Charles well knew that 
Parliament would disapprove of his new policy, ro as sorm as ho lunl 
induced it to mak« a liberal grant for tlioiiavy, und'‘r the impression 
that war was to l<o declared against, France, it was pr'uogned, and 
did not meet again for nearly twji years. 

Meanwhile, to add to his rosoureo', the king gave nolice that. he. wns 
not going to pay hack the loans which fell due this year, hut that orily 
the interest on them would bo paid. Bv this nienna ^ 

* ',.t reftTRft* 

Chark-fikept a large sum of ready money wmich ought to rfepay th« 
to have gone to his crccHtors; but fhi? transaction loaiw. 
really amoiinteci to a national bankruptcy, and tlio •greatest con- 
piternafion prevailed among those capitali.sts who h.id reckoned on 
the payment of the money dne to them. Next, to p^KeofYork 
try tho temper of the nation, tJie Huke of Yurk w jis 
publicly receivert into the Ilrjman Catholic Churcli, Catixkiic 

and then a Dcckrati^m of Indulgence was proclaimed, o^burch, 

by which the king fiusnended tho operation of all Acts of Parlii- 
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ment agnin&t NoT^conformijits a«iid Ca^oHcs, Theee acta filJcd th6 
luition with cori.stcrnation, and the surprise was still greater when 
the KiiglinU licet suddenly issued from P\jrl;smouth, and, without even 
jcnffitsh atucit ft declaration of war, attacked the fhitch Hpico fleet 
tu«nut< 2 h. -which was jx^acefully anchored edV the Isle of Wight. 

aouthwoM The Dutch beat off the attack, but war was (sitnob 
Bay- taneously doclaTed against them byJEnglaijd and 
Franco, and a great battle was fouglvt in Southwula Bay, which, 
hoiwever, was iiidooisivo. « 

In the beginning of t073 Parliament met. Tho nieml>crs were 
in high dudgeon. They at oiice forced (Jharlcs to withdraw t)ic 
Thd c'abAi Declaration of r)nlulgence^ and thinking that the cause 
ministry of Ids misdeeds lay in his having Catholic nunisters, 
brok&nup. pjv,ij;ed tlic Test Act, by which it was orden)*! that ail 
j>er«ons holding offico umlet the crown, were to hike tho Sacrament 
according to tiie rites of the Church of England, and make a 
declaration against transulKsUintiation. This act made it impossible 
for a do<dared Oulholio to hokl oflico. Clillbnl ro^signed, and the 
Duke of York gave up his olhco of High Admiral. Ashley, now 
Lord Shaftesbury, and Buckinghiun loft atliee and joined the 
up[>oiiition; Arlington’s^ influence declined, and he rosigned in 1074; 
Laudenklo alone kept his place in SooiUml 

Sir Thuinae Osborne, afterwards known as Earl of Dauby and 
Duke of Ijceds, now became Lord Treasurer an^ leading minister. 
The court foreign policy ho agreed with the principles of 
end country tiic Triple iVIlianco, and at home strongly supported 
Uie Church of England aud tho royal prerogative. 


parilM. 


Since 16dl there had l>cen no general election, J>ut Uie temper 
of tho Parltameid had a great deal changed, for Cliarles’ govern* 
moot atrd his manner of life liad alienated many of tlie membets. 
These ustially belonged to flie country, CiS diatmg«yred from th© 
court, and so^^vo iwties sprung up-*a court party which supported 
the government, a country party which formed the opposition, Tho 
policy of Qio country party consisted of strong attachment to the 
Church, and dislriisi of the CatlioUcs and Konconformiste. Abroad 
tlioy were for peace with Holland and war with France, but they 
were much afraid of an increase in tho standing army. Tho 
existence of this opposition kept I(Oui.s XIV. in continual fear> for 
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ho drtjailed lost tlicy RhouKl/ori.^<» Charlies to go to war willi htnj; 
bo therefore played a double jpiuio. When he thought Attttuao tti 
the opposition likely to get their way, ho wcvjUI |wy 
Charles money to enable him to prorogue the Far- BiurJavu. 
riamont; if ho thought Chai los was too mdopendent, ho would help 
the op|K>sition to attack him, Couso^pionUy them was no consistency 
in the actiouAf either king or Parljariient. 

In 167-t ParKiimcjnt met, and the country party ftllaoUed liuokiiig' 
ham, Arlington, and La^lerdiile, The same year 3>eaco was 
with Holland; by it Euglatu.1 ko-pt Bt Helena, an island 
otf the coast of Africa, which was very uveful as a ciudcui with 
|>laco of cull for our «hij>s going to and from the ICiist HottAnd, 
fndiest 'Hus peace made Ii(»nia afrai^l that ICnghind would join 
Holland against him, so h« gave Chatles an annuity of £120,000, 
in order that lie might do witliout a l^arliumefit, i>ribo® 

which was accordingly prorogued for tilleoii months* 

When it met again, in 1077, Bhafu=it'>hury and Jluekinghain, who 
now led tho exposition in the IIouso of Lords, and whoso great 
object Was to force on a general oltxlion, as they Uiouglil that their 
parly was stronger in the country Uian in the Houkis stmaatoA 
contended that IWrlkimcut was dissolved by lapse of c^2t aSa 
time. Their rciisonirjg, however, was not admitted, 
and the Lords sent them to the T<.rwer for refusing to apologise to 
the House. Incjtid by Louis, the coimtiy' party now demandml the 
(llsmlssal of the army, wduch would cfTectually have prevouted 
Eiigiand from interfering on Iho Coniineni. Danby, on the other 
band, revived the policy of the triple alliauco by Tiioi>utch 

arranging that Mary, the oldest daughter of tho Duke nuunAac. 

of York, and heir prcstimptivo to tho crown, shouhl marry her 
ebasiu, William of Orange,' StiidthohW of Holland. This mtiiiiago 

‘GENEALOGY OF WILLIAM OF OltANGE. 

William the Silent, d. 1684. • 

Maurice, d. 1825. Fredcfiek Henry, d. 1017 

r':' ^_ I 

r ■ 

William II. ra. Mary, daughter ©f CSiarles L pf England, 


d. 1650. 


d. 1000. 


William HI. of England 
d. 1702. 



2^2 


The Stuarts, 




wa« tliorouj^lily populir. William was (it'hting bravely against the 
French, wlio hatl ijivadtxl n'.>lliind iii 1072, and in 1078 Parliament 
Poriument voted money for a war with France. This nmda 
^^firwar**^ Louin rcturij to )iis old tactics, and he distiibnted 
witifFranco. money among the meml»»Ts of Parliament who wera 
o|)i:K>8ing the guvernment, and at the same time ho entcrcvl into 
nogotiatiojis with the Dutch. |,. 

During the negotiations (Jharlos made a secret treat^with Prance, 
hy^ which he agreed, for £‘>00,0<» a year f^r three years, to dissolve 
, Parliament, to disiwnd tli<5 army, and xmt to assUt 
tr«»ty witu the Dutch if tlniy continued the war. In obedience 
Jmneo. ^ kjug*s order, the text of Dos treaty was written 
by Duaby. As fioou as Louis had secured his treaty with the 
hotr/iy* IhUch, ho revenged himself on D.ariby, whom he had 
t»rtnby. never forgiverr for the marriage of William and Mary, 
by disclosing bis share in the French treaty to the leaders of tie? 
country party. Upon liiia the Commons impeached Danby, and,, 
to wive him, Chnilos in 1079 dis.solvod Parliameut, .after it had snt 
liince IGOl. As had Won expected, Die country p.arty were much 
Dftnby'a Stronger in the now House, and wore able to yenow 
imjjAachment. Danl)y*s impeachment, and to commit him to the 
Tower, where ho rcinaincd till the end of tho reign. 

Three administrations, those of Clarendon, the Cabal, and Danby, 
had now been overthrown by the votes of Parliament, and many 
thought that such sharp contests between the king 
and Parliament ought to be avoided. Others disIikM 
tho new practice of giving the chief power to a small 
and SfcXjrct committee of the Privy such as 

tlio Cabal bad Ihjcd, and accordingly Sir William 
Temple brought forward a plan for making tho Privy Council much 
more im}x>rtant, so that it ni\ghfcact as a check upon both the king 
«iid tho Parliament. The new council includeil not only the lead¬ 
ing ministers, Kolxirt St>eneor, Karl of Sunderland, Sir William 
Temple, Arthur CapcI, Earl of Essex, and George Savilc, Marquess 
of Halifax, but also Shaftesbury, William, Lord Kussell, and other 
lenders of the country party. The plan, however, did not work 
well, and power soon fell, as before, into tho hands of a small bo<iy 
of confidential advisers, which developoti into the modern cabinet. 


Failure of 
plan for 
inakinur 
Privy CoutirU 
moro 

important. 
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MvarrA'IiDe all Kps^IashI fmil borin airltnlM 1/7 fitorv a 
Ppitl^h Ever {?»ncr> ihv? 5;ijii]i.nvib>r cotjj^pimoy the coirntry ha I 

been reafly epoug^li ta l>eriov<? upy stories tfio 

Ki'imati Cathelips, and in IGOd it-was >;erioi5«^]y thouitht 
Uiat the fire of London had hoen oun^j d hv them, Thrre wa^ no 
doubt, too. that Charh"** and, dam-'s were Facrctly workhij^ in favour 
of the CaiholiiJlj and tin's ad.dod the afisJ»'ty of the nat ion. But, in 
lC7d an ii.n|‘ 0 .#or> oalloit TjIhh <t\to,‘j. oaiuo forward with nn alssnrd 
etory of a |dot of t!»e to mnrdor tie: kin;' and the Puke i.>f 

Yi>rk, who wore llnrir best friends. In sjdte of tlie obvious falsene.’Vii 
of the story, it t'ivaU'd such oxeiteineot that Iniiidrtala of Cathohcfi 
were arrested, and the kini^, fooliji?; the weakness of his position 
as an nnacknowled.j^ed (Vitliolie, del not dare to itderfero on tiieir 
behalf. Accord injrly, while the p.anio lasted rnuiy Catholics, of whom 
the chief wart Vhe(.>unt Sta-K)rd. w'cre e.veout«'d, and tho ill foeliriij; 
aqainnt that hf^dy was ijn’ronsv^l. 

One result of this w'as an attempt b' exeludo the Duke of York 
from tho flirono, and in lOTd a bill for tbis pui-]iOHo was breaei:hT.into 
the Commons. If James wer(,‘exi'Iielod, It was p'ro- Attfjmpito 
p6sed to ]>ut tbo iVoh stanl Mary and le-r husband oxciutioth# 
VVillhim on tho throne. Tld.s niadtj tJic bill |;npular, fiamthw 
and &ecn.rcd it the ^<5i»d wall William of Orange. thrrme. 

who wanted English lu lp against France. The king refused to 
isacniicc the int'rcsljp of Ids brother, ami ^lissolvcd Ifie charie« con- 
Parliamcnt. This dissohuiun is notable* fer ;n»o<her 
event. At it tho king gave his consent to iho Act. 
fjfitnourt ilabcas Corpus Act, which provided that no Englishman 
abould be kcf>t in prit?on without trial, and gave faoilitica to a 
prisoner for obtaining either a speedy trial or rdea^so on hail. 

The fourth P.irluAniciit of Charles mot in 1G80, The country was 
HOW’' in a sLito of wild excitement. In Scotland, a }>arty of families 
had murdered Sharfi. Arohhishop of St, Arndrews, t!te Botn- 

head. of tho Episcopal Church, and tlie Covenante'-s v/cU urtfiro’. 
had risen in revolt against the government, wliir'h had deff3/ited 
them at Bothwell Brigg. 

In, England, the king's delay to fmtnnmn a Parliament had 
revived all tho party fccung of the provious reign. On the one 
aide petitions were sent to the king, urging hira to assemblo 
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Parliamont; on llic other, onunter }»^,tItions wero sent from thot:^ 
who ithhom;«l ilio Kxclnsion Dill. From thi« came tJie naine» of 
'• Fotitio/ierauinl “ Alihorrers,” which were aftorwarcla change^l 
whincaami into Whi.gs aiifl Tovierf. Theso name* were given to 
the partie-s by their 0 {)ponenta. Whig was to 

•leuoto the Prchbyterinns of Scothueh who were flometimes called 
Whigainoors, with whom the Kxeluisientstn were finid t< be allied; ami 
a Tory was properly at) Irish brigand. It is noedlef-i8 hj i^y that 
the‘?o iiafncB soon lost: their original meaning, and w^ere adopted as 
tmuonrahle distinctions! I'.y the two parties!, lloth Whigs and Toriea 
were in favour of govermnent by king ami Paillament; but the Torit^ 
thought much of the king’s divine right, while the Whigs worh 
iiudlned to look upon him as oidy an ohieial. On the other hand, 
the Tories were utout wi]>porters of the Church, while the Whig 
mombors, though themselvos Churchintui, leaned to alliance with 
tho Nonconformists. Members of l.»oth par ties w’cro to bo fonnd in 
all ranks of society, for in F.ngland Whig and Tory inivc never 
been class distinctions. 

in 1C80 the AVhigrt wore in favour of the Exclusion Bill, wdiilo 
tho Tories, on their thorny of <livimj right, w'ore opposed to (hanging 
« , . - the order of encccssion. However, in tlie Hou«e of 
th« Bxoittsion Commons a large majority wero Whigs, and tho bill 
was passed by them and sent up to tho Housio of 
liOrds. In that House it was defeated by tin inttuence of tho 
Friinre of Orange. So long as Mary wms to succeed Charles, tho 
Prince had been eager for the bill; but somo of tho extreme Whigs 
wer(s now pressing the claims of tho Duke of Monmoutli, an illegiti- 
mate son of Charles, and this turned tho prince against it. The 
supporters of tho bill did not despair, but tho ne,tt year Cliarles 
declared that ho wouM never give Ids consent to it; end wh^n 
it was again brought forward, and the Commons threatened to stop 
supplies, Parliament was dissolved in 1681. 

The elections were conductetl amidst gr«jat excitement, but the 
Whigs had a majority at the polls, and it seemed certain that the 
struggle would bo renewed with much rancour* lo 
m«et8at these circumstauces Charles acted with idcill; bo 
Oxford. place of meeting at Oxford, which had 

been bis fatheFs head-quarters, and was stoutly Tory, while bo 
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tiipjx>se<l his wigular troo|>s Uiwmi (Miml mul LorxJcn, witu-h 
the RtrongViold of the Wlu^^s. To Oxford the member cunitj wiib 
troop* of sorvautss, ibo wi-arrn^^ blue Vihatnh ns their p irly 

coioun Civil* war .^eernc.i to Iw? iujTiitneut, when Cluirleu, 
oirering that James t^houl^l o(dy r<'i-n in isaiac, aixl Uiat tbo '.«l- 
mhiistration shouM be m iii 0 ‘ ban.dj^ of l*ro}cstantH-..a pfoi>owi] wfjkb 
the ComniorL#eio,ctf;d---siidde)ily dif^solved rarljiuoont. 

This vlozic, the Wlnga wore no lonj^or an organized body- f|„, 
mcailtcrs wore forced to d^^per?*e, nnd so l(>ng as tho kir/j* ro»dd 
do widtoiit a l*arlianiont, they lirt<.l im chance of gnininj.: (hoir ends 
but by insurrection. Ihit there was liulo cluuu.o of (diaih,-;^ callino 
a Parliament. to whom a union of the junvera of Kn^dand 

and Holland under W'illiarn of Orange would be must 
dangerous, agreed to give (denies Jt'iuO.lKX) in the 
next threo years, which relieved Charles ttf his inunodiaio diHi- 
cnltic*?. The next .sb‘j> of the govornmeui was to prosecute 8haft(‘s- 
bury, the leader of Ujc oppoidtioii, f».r trccason: but 
the grand jury ot London, who wan e \\ lugs, i<rTKiro<l 
the bill, and the trial thus faliitig thiuugh, Shnflesbiirv left tla* 
country in 16B2, and (lied next year. Shaftesbury was m 
man, and hih soiicnto to excliidc James had Ihjch very 
successful, and liad only failcil on aceoimt of bis foolish Kfib:=tituti<.u 
of Menrnouth fur ^laiy as the kii/g's succesHor. UToumoutJ • 
Undeterred, however, by the bill of his snpp<)r(er», 

Monmouth had by no means given up hopes of the cnAvn. In 
1682 he mado a progress through England, in which ho assaunivt 
royal state, and pretended to have tiio power of curing j»co)de, l,>v 

hi» tench, of the* king's evil, which it was suppoKcd to 1x3 m\ho 
king’s power to do. 

HCxpertencc had taught Charles that#hc could not mairilaiu bis 
mpiistCrs 111 taco of a hostile Parliari'icnt. He therefore de ter- 
rained to try and secure a fMjnnarieiit majority in Ujo 
C ommoiw. The strength of the Whigs lay in the 
borougluf, that of the Tories in the countitjs. Tlio 
election of borough members was usually in the hands of a close 
ootptjffttion, that is to r>ay, one which tilled up its own vacBncil?^?. 
These bodies were usually Whig, and <-harles f«iw that if he could 
get rid of the existing members and replace tlicm by Tories, ha 
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look forvvjU'l to a great iiicreaso i» ilia nmttber of Tory 
inei)il><;js. A';'cijrt]iug!yj he began hy (Icrnftn'lif)^ Oo? charter of tlic 
city of I, >ii<lorj, aTi<l, on jiretenro that it ha»l been violateii in some 
jv'irliriil.i!', ff>rfei(e(l it an<l iiuincdiately regranted it, only natnin^ a 
''I’ory corj>orali<>ji. Ho then itisued a series of writs of *‘Quo 
warranto,” by which ho forfeited almost all the eliarters ot the 
I'arlianif'titary ltt>ronoh;.j, few of whieli, in course of ti; ic, bad not in 
HOFJio way infringeil (lie terms of their charters. In rhstoni^g thcfio 
eharlera tho kijig reserved to himself tlr. rigid of confirming all 
eleniions to mnaieipol ollu es, and, in case he were dhsatiihcd, of 
aamiog th*' odioors liiiuself. 

Meaiiwhi'c violent schemes had heen dise^;^s^'d hy tho AVhig 
|iar(y. U is O'Ttain fliat tlie leinlers had set (heir face agidnst any 
iiyts:irou>!« roMort to arms, hut (heir follovrcrs hml not boon so 
plot. muiler.'iie, and a few of tho more reckless, af, the liead 
of whom was an old sidtlier, named lliimhohl, Ini'l planned to nuirder 
the king and iJie Ihiko of York at tlio live House on their return 
frotu Mi'Wmarkel to London, The seheiiio faikd, and some of Uwi 
plotters wi’.re arrei-to'.l. The governnn-nt then took the imjustitmhh* 
Amf«t of LofU course of arreu'ing William, Lord Tlusseil, and vMger' 
KtmwcUanfi Sidnev, and trying them along with tlio other 

Bidijcy. [jiisonors, as if they had been concernea in one wide¬ 
spread (‘omjiiraey. The cvideuce against tiiem waa ridiculously 
sliglil, hut by hrowheatiiig the \vitiu 5 ssog and iidimidating the jury 
tho judges contrived to get voidiota for tho crown. IlotU wero 
exceutedv and w’oro looked upon as mailyrs to the Whig cause. 
The next year lilonmoutli was pardoned for his lato ejLtravagant 
proce».alings, hut was banished to Holland. 

This brought to a <viiclusioii Charles' triumph over his 


opponenhs. He was now little loss than an absolute king. Ho 
pes.sesscd xa small standiiLg army, and named the ofliccrs of tho 
Triumph of* militia and tho commaudois of fortresses; he dls- 
cimriea. missed the judges as he thought fit* and could 
secure the services of compliaut jurj’men; the appointment of 
magistrates was practically iii his hands; and, more than all, by 
reiiuxiolling the cort>orations he had secured the means of packing ’ 
the House of Oomnioiis. 

tin February 6, the next year, at the height of his power, 
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,T un:.^ ir>f^r 

V*orn 10*5.>; married 

Chi*'f Chnractfirif of thtf Jicufti, — 1 {<k 

piiin ; Koherf. .Sjx'nci'f. Kitrl t.jf .SuTimTlniul; Wonromitb; Jeffreys ; tbe 
AlarjueHS of Hoii^b ; ^^juipton ; Sjtnorofl*, rctre; Tyreonuel; 

* iJiinby ; Utury .SiJr^ey ; and l:.dw?ird Iiu^!seU, 

t'Air/‘ C'jiiicmittjrarif 

VrsijwN , Huiland, 

L<iuij3 XIV., (‘harks II., StadthoMor WiDiani of Orange, 

kiiu 1710. ioi;;V-i7au. 107> i;o2. 


(fe. 

^todena. 

iJse Knrl of Go(iot> 


Ox iiis brother^ ‘loath, Jame>. Dnko of York, was at once pro- 
i hujmal king. In his lirsl spooeh to the couiici] he declared that 
A«>ce«3ionof 'vouUl iluiintain tho government, l^olh in Church 
jaxu^aii. Stale, as by law estal*iyio<i. Jannia was a very 

diilbrenl man from bin lirother, ixang boUi more narrow'Tniudccl and 
more conseicutums, and Ijo had the same want of ability to umier- 
.NUnd the wislies of the nation which bis father had shown. Still Jjo 
was an excellent man of business, and had done innch to improve 
tho romlitiou of tlie navy. Tlie new king gave his confidence to 
his brother*in-l.uv, Kochostor, Clarendon’s sou; to Halifax, whose 
speech in tho House of T.or^s had brought about the defeat of the 
I’lxclusioii Ilijl; to I.fOrd thidolplnn, ji most able financier; and to 
Lord Sunderland. 

dames’ fii*8t act was to order Ihe oiLstoms* duties, which had been 
voted to Charles for life, to he collected as usual, though they could 
jAjnea* ftrat t»ot bo renewed till Parliament met. There was much 
to be said for a'l oi^lirig a break, as the intermission of 
tho collection would cause great diiiorder in trade; but the act was 



laso.] 


*79 


Jjmcs IF, 

certaiulv iiiiconttitatioual. thk rovonnc, also roceivcii 

a grant of X67,O<)0 froia Franco. Iftiriug tho early diws of tlm 
reign Oates, ^vho luol been the oK'ief witness against tJio viduws ut 
tlie Popish Plot, was convieteil of perjury. There is no rionht tJiat 
he richly dcscrvc>;l punishment, and ho was sentenced to be 
fi<»gged, pill oridl, and imprisoned f‘>r life. Danby and (ho Roman 
(^thoUc lonk win.) renuiijied in the Tr»wor were now released. 
About the tymo time, Baxter, one of tlie noMost of tho Noucon- 
formist ministers, v.'a^ also prosecuted for protcfiting against tho 
j>orsecution of the Noiiconfonnists, and convicted, after a groSrdy 
unfidr trial, at which tlie notorious Judge JetlVcys presided. 

In May I’ailianient met. Full uso had been made of tJic V.liigV 
new powers in the bi.’roughs, and so suc<iessfid had been ClurrlcH* 
ineasnres, that James said liimsdf that •* thore were xnttuu«ati&- 
not above forty rneinberH but such as he Jiiuiself jaS^^aa^hi* 
wished for." Pari iaim r.t she wed Use] f equally ploaseil Pariiamo'ut. 
with the new sovereign, and voted .bimes all his brolher'a revenue, 
and, besides, a new tax on sugar and tobucecu 

Though James had been allowetl to liueceed so quietly, Momnonth 
had no intention of giving up his hopes without a stnigglft. Accord¬ 
ingly, he joined with his fol!ow*cxilc. Argyll, to rnahe 

** . . o 1 ‘ 1 i» 1 1 Ar(ryir«rl*i«.«)r. 

fiirnttUaiieouH attempts upon bcot]ai;rl and iMiglamL 

Owing; however, tu bud maiirgerncut, Argyll land^vl first, lit*, 
found the government vrcll pircpared, and. his attempt [uoved a com* 
pk'te failure. Ho^ldmself was ciqitnred and executed. Morunouth 
landed in Dorsetshire, and slowly made hjs rvay to tlic manufacturing 
district of SomerrUd^hire, where lie was popular with Konmoutic* 
the clotliicnr. By the lower and middle classes he 
was received \vitli cnfhusiasrn, bat ho obtained no support from lh(i 
nobility* Ho set out towards Shropshire and Che.Hhlre, wlicro ho 
was also popular; hut turned back l«»m Bristol, and by that time 
tho regular troops under Fevershani and Churchill, %>j^ho was aftm - 
wards the great Duke of Marlhorough, Imd arrived on the scene. 
To give his untrained troops tho Ixfst cliance againiftt tho regulars, 
Monmouth attempted to surprise the royal camp on Battle of 
Sedgemoor, near Bridgewater; but by accident hi.s Bwi««yK»or. 
scheme failed, and his untrained pea.s.'mt'^, w'cavers and collier?*, 
though they ishowed wonderful csournge, were routed without dlflf’c* 
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ciilty by the tr.iiued Iroeps. Monmouth himself fleil, but was 
Exccuiionof ainl l}i<>ugh lio lie^?gc<l Jiimcs for nicrey on 

Mojimouih, bncc'H^was executed. Terrilih3 ernelty was nhown 
to reliob by Colonel Kirke and Ids soldiers, and Judge JuiTreys 
was rent to try tho iirlsonera, when his ernelfy gained for )nin etcr- 
Tbe nal infamy as tin; author of the Uloody As.-ii!:e. At 
Jiloody AMJiso, tliree hundred persons were oxecn^^ed, atnl eight 

hundred more wairo shipped olV to t!ie American cU'fndes. For 
his exploits Jellreys was made a [>cer. Tl^o failure of Monmouth's 
rebellion showed clearly what a ehiitige had licen made by tl»e 
introdnctioii of a .standing army: formerly insurgcjits could bring 
into the held as good troops us the kirc<, but now no iniurrectiou 
had any chance whii h wa.s not lfaeke<l by a traifted force. 

The failure of tlic insurrectioj^ gave J.ames groat coidldence, and 
he now ret abuut Ids scheme of securing the ascendenty of tlie 
Scheme for t’at holies, 11 is step was to remove lialifax from 
einaneiwauuvr the 1‘rivy CoiHicil, and at ihe same lime JetTreys was 
uioCathoUite. bord (•haiu'cllor. While James was making 

Ids proparatiuiis, Louis XIV.. King of bhanec, vc‘vt>ked tlm Edict of 
« * Nantes, which laid been gi'anled bv Ilenrv IV., and 

Hovocntlon of ’ . . , , 

tho Edict upon winch tho toleration of tho French rrotcatants 
ofNantea. depended. Thousand.^ of tho l>e&t work-people in 

Franco were c.xpelled. Many took refuge in Kiigland, and their 
arrival strengthened the Frotestant feeling of the country. Tho 
l>roceedingH of Louis made men w'atcb James witn greater anxiety. 
Even the Farliament showed symptoms of rcsisbince. 

Tho chief obstacle to James’ employment of Catholics was the 
Test Act, passed in 1673. James believed that Jiis prerogative 
jamMccn. cmalded him to grant a dispensation to a private 

unwfeshu person, to hohl otlico without having fultillcdi its 

amftucipato tho Conditions. jicconungi 3 % ho gave a commissjon m 
cathohea. ^ army to Sir F.dward Halcft, a Catholic, and then, 
to try tho legidity of tins, had a suit brought Jiigainst Hales by hia 
coachman for violating the Test Act. At the trial tho judgiis, 
wliOi it must be remembered, could at any time bo dismissed by 
tho king, gave a decision in his favour, and James, armed with 
this, gave commissions and preferments to other Koman Catholics. 
Among otherSj Massey, a Romanist, was made Lean of Christ- 
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church, Oxford, dames was enecurag'ctl to take this course hy 
tho way in which tlu^ Church nud the uuiversilicH hiul constaully 
|>roc!.uiiiio.i.l their adbcrenco to tlio doctriuc that rcs!staiiu'<; to a kiu^i^ 
W.'o», under any ciroumstaucc^, unlawful, nivl ho therefure holi-ned 
that ho could niftkc the Church of J*!Ti,^huid juiii hiiu in favottrhig 
i.ho Koman Cat holier, llowcvor, to rccure his hold tiia tiaw court 
over the OhiMch, ho ilh'^'nlly sot nj» a new* court of 

^ ^ _ J . . t * asttral Cara- 

Ktj('{esiastieaPl,.’o!n!iUssion with-KiVrovR at its head: ira»s><on. 

«■ f 

while, to overawe tlai cap ital, he formed a rarnp of thirtccii thousand 
troops on Hounslow Ho-ith. Feeliri;: confidonl in those meusures, 
.iJunes now hof;an to [»ut (\itholics i/do all the ehief posts. Olarendoin 
ton of Iho ohaueLdlur, was recalled from Ireland, and the lurddieuten- 
(intcy given to Tyrconnel, a Catholic. At Iho same time Hoeliehter, 
who refused to change his religioji, was aunsived from the. Treasury. 

In lC8t> tlio Kcclcsiastiejil Coinniission hegan hy .snsj'ending 
Compton, liishop of lauidon, and then attacked the Univerhitiea of 
Oxford and CiVtnbri'lge. The Vice-Chan<elh»r of 
( ambncigo was depnvetl of jns oflicc for not. gr.ant.tng Oxford and 
the deface of JI.A.to a Bcriediethoj rjn>nk, \vhici> ho 
could not legiiily do. Oxford's turn came next. Th.o king had 
ordered the fellows of Magdalen to elect l'^)lrr^o^, a lionKiii Catholic, 
their presideiit. They refused, arsd chose .John IloiJC’h. The king 
tlien ordered tiicm to cIum^sc J'arker, Ihfchop of Oxford. They 
a.sserto.1 tliat Iloi;gh’s elccticui was valitl, and upon lliis the cr/m- 
inission depriveal all the Fellows of their places, and lioman CutliolicH 
were appointed instead. In this way James contrived to alienate, 
not only the Church of KrighimJ, but also the univei'sitics. 

In 1GS7 the king, hmhng that he could pmt no ludp from tho 
Church, changed his tactics and issued a iX-claraiion of Irululgence, 
by which he suspended the i>enal shitutes against ^ 

' . # OvftTturen to 

iHrtn the Koman Catholics and the IVotestant Non- Noncon- 
conforml-ls. hoping iu this way to ally theso bodies • fon»ii!t». 
against tho Church; and certairi ^lid ho feci ^i.^f fcuocess, tfjat 
he ventured to recoivo a nuncio from the pope, and to make 
Petre, an English Jesuit, a mcmlicr of the Privy Council. If James 
had merely wi&hc*! to grant to the Nonconfonnifrts and Catholicfi equal 
rights with Churchmen, there would have been much in Ins scheme 
to bo commended 3 but it is clear be meant to do more, aridthab 
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tlicmgh the Caliiolics did not number more than one in thirty of tho 
popuJution, he intended to give tiicra an altogether disproportionate 
power In the State. 

I4)r two years no Parliament had sat, bnt James had such con- 
fitleifeo in tlie influence of the crown, which had the power of 
jaittft* tTieii to remodelling the corporations, that he believed it 

raSt favourabio pcftsiblc h) get a Parliament winch wmJd confirm the 
tubiaviewa. Doohinitioij of Indulgence. He thcr^oro wrote to 
tho lord-licutenunts of counties, askitig tl^cni to furiiisli a list of 
Catholics and Nonconformists suitable for members of l*arllamciit» 
ami also asking the magistrates whether t!i»\v would, support candi¬ 
dates who wero in favour of Ins views. Though many of the 
lorddieiitenants and magistrele.s were men who had fought for 
Charles T. in tho old Avars, they either refused to ansAver or cA'aded 
the questions, and many of them rosignod their posts, which W'en> 
at once filled up by Catholics. Tow,ns whicli seemed likely to be 
refractory had their corporations ogain roTuodeiled. 

James had now managed to ofloiid l!ic old adherents of his father— 
the nobility, the countiy gentry, the nnivc*r.sities, and the Church— 
Failure of J doubtful what lino would Isi hikeii 

jouiea* t>y Nonconformists. Their treatnumt bv the 
^ttoiipipt to win . “ * ^ ^ 

over the Won' Clmreli since the resloraUon had been most cs.* 

conforaiiBta. asperating, and it could hardly have been wondered 
at if at this crisis they had made common cause '^'itli tho king. But 
the Nonconformist judged the temper of the* nation Ijctter than 
tho king luid done; tJioy saw* that tho mass of the nation was 
attixched to iho Church, and that a free Parliament was certain to 
reverse Jame.'s’ measures. They also believed that ^James’ proceed¬ 
ings, hoAvcA^er tavounahleto themselves at the moment, were only part 
of a general plan to dcstro}* tho lil^crlies of tlie country. The majority 
therefore determined to allj" tliorasclves wuth the Chnreh and to 
trust to thci gratitude of Parliament for reward- Accordingly, 
James’ attempt to win tliem over to his side was a failure. 

Hitherto the country liad borne James’ proceedings with 
tolerable patience, bec/mse they I'clicA’ed that he would goon bo 
The fluccewion Knccccded by Mary and William, when all would bo 
to the crown, restored; but now an even t happened which made tho 
outlook much more serious. None of Uie cliihlren of James and hia 
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eecond wiTc, Mary of Modena, luul luthcrlo lived, ami ft vra» five 
years since the fast had been born, when it \vas announced that 
tho tjncen was likely to have a child. If the infant vrere a boy ho 
would be the heir-apparent to the throne, which w'ouM dash to tho 
ground the hopes of Mary and William, Of courw ho woi/fd he 
ediicatoii aft a Catholic, and the present svHtom would lio peryK.i.ual. 
Naturally tlio^ixitosUnt^ were dit^mayeti, wiiile the Catliolics whowed 
every syrnpljn of hope. 


It tmi under tlicsc circumstances that James was rccklews enovij^h 
to put to fttrtlier'test tho cndnranco of tin:* Church, In April, 
he issued the second l)cc,lfu‘ati<»n of Tjidulffcncc, and 

, , . t . TIw» W»hoi>i» 

commaiided the clergy of the LstaMiHhcd (dmrc)i h) commitVHi t® 
rea^l it from their pulpits on two Sundays. To ho aftUc^d T«>w©r, 
to puhlfeh to their o>vn parishioners this unlawful decree was more 
than tile most strtMiiious suppovter of non-rcsiNtanre couhi hear, am! 
seven of the bishops, lieadird by Sancrofl, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
drew up and presented to the king a respectful and lemjKirate nieruo- 
rial, asking to be excused- ** This,” said the king, “is a standard of 
relicllion,” and ordered the hhliops to bo committed to the Tower. 
Meamvbile the petition was printed and circulated, and James’ 
rasli words brought about their own fuliilmcrit. Still Jume>3 failed 
to read the signs of the times. On Juno 10 a son, 
afterwards the Old Pretender, was horn to him ; hut 
tlie king was so foolish as not ask the Ihinecss Anne, who was in 
England, or any of the leading rrotCHtanlf? Uf be present, while die 
palace was crowded with enthusiastic CatlioHos. OntKs-jucntly tho 
Protefttants, who bad cvcVytliing to lose by tlio birth, spread tiio 
rumour tliat tho child was not the fpiecn’s at ail, but had been 
brought into the pahico in a wArniing'p.in; and as James’ folly liad 
deprived him of Uic power o( refuting the stoiy% it was widely 


Blrttj or a son. 


believed in the coimtiy, T’hree w’c^kK later the bldjops were 
taned for libel. The best lawyers w'crc employed oi. both sides, 
everything tiiat could be done by tho cro\vu judge ? Aca«ittAi of 
to secure a verdict w^as attempted; hut a verdict of ^jahoiw. 

** Not guiltyw’afi reluiued, and the shouts; of the crowd told how 
popular was the Thai night all London yvxs iliammatoth 

»5lUl tho king would have boon comparatively siifc had he had 
the army with him. But his foily Iiad los't him ^t^s ftupptort. ife 
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Iiacl broM^'lit his luoii to Hounslow to overawe t!io LomloncrR^ 
Dftfection of citizens bad won over the army. Their camp 

the army. been mudo a picnic-grourhi, and the men were 

tilled with popular setitimeiit*!. On the day of the bishops' trial 
Jamt’.i visited tlic canij), ami as bo left it bo heard s'ounds of 
clioering bursting from all bides. “What is that?'* saul the king. 
“ Oh^ n<»lhirig,” said un attendant, “ except that the soUiera aro glad 
tlmt tho bisliops are acvpiitted,” “ Do you call tija|;uiothing ? fso 
Tumdj tho worst*, for them,” t^Jiid the king, an*^ ^’^do gloomily .'way. 

Still the popular l(.'a»h*rs felt that thf.-y could do nothing unless 
they could soeuro a regular army which would ket*p James’ num 
Invitation to check till a free r-arlianient could declare tho will 
winiamot »>f the n.ativ>n; ho that very night Athuiral llerhcrt 
Oruutfo. T.oiidoli, carrying a letter to Wiiliaia of Orangc» 

askiug him to come over witli an army ami so«:ure tlie libcrtieH 
of tho ]H?C)plc. Tlii.s letter was sigtjcd, not only by the AVhigs 
Edward Uussell, Henry Sidney, urul tho Karls of Devonsluro and 
Shrewsbury, but also bv tho Tow Lumlcv, be Danbv, the iniuicder 
of Charles H,, mid by Coin[don, Disbop of London, ami there wmr 
no doubt that it expressed tlu? wi.dsos of the nation. 

It was Jiot, however, caw fc-r William to respond. He had three 
things to fear. I'irst, tJiat Louis XIV. would do all ho could, 

DifflciiitieB in Only to warn and hoI[) Jame;?, but also to sUr up 
Wiiiiam’sway. William’s enemies in HedUnd to mevent his sailing, 
second, tl\at if lie wont to England, it would be thought that 
ho had gom^ to head a religiou.s w'ar, whiiih would alienate those 
Catholics who were his allies against France ; third, that, if he weut 
over and won a battle with his Dutch troops o^er tlie English, 
he w^ould rouse the patriotism of tiro English, and so incline them 
Kowthoywere support James, Fortunately at this crisis Louis 
removed. ollhiidod llio l^iitch buighci's by passing laws against 
their trade, and made them William’s firm friends ; tho same 
monarch also quarrelled with tho pope, so that the Catliolic powers 
wore divided against thomsolvcs; while James, by bringing over 
Insh regiments, disgusted the English soldiers, and removeii the 
third cause of William’s anxiety. Accordingly, the prince mode hhj 
arrougemeuts, and issued a declaration in which lie gave a list of 
James’ bad acts, and declared that, as husband of Mary, he was 
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coming: \v]\h an army tn so»:;uro a froo iuvl rarli.imotjf, l>y 

•j.i'Cisiou he woull 

nitherfo Jamps had been a.s liiu:h-hantl<Hl a.’« <5ver* Almost witJj* 
out exception the clergy ha-l to read tiie dooliUiifhm, anri he 

ha<l liiid IV Ibt of t<‘n llimisand names prepared to beVinn 

be proceeded a.jjr-iitist in th.e Privy Ci^nnciL But 
when he heafd timt William was coirn’n" he reviirsed bin noln, dis¬ 
solved the ^loelesiaslicnl Oomintsslon, reston.'d tlie Follows of 
Magdalen (hdle^re, and removed Swndcrlaiid and Petve, the dei^uit, 
from the coiineil, and roitored the charters of London and other 
towns, 

Wiiliani, Imwevor, had }.t^)ne too fir to retract. The. jiroat birds 
who bad sent the invitatiim were remly to raise an iuKurrccti^aj in 
the north, T,iOrd Chnrc.hi]), arterw.irds Iduko of Jlari- winiam 
borough, whoso wife w.i?^ the b-i.-^orn friend of tim 
Princesjs Anne, sharini' the di.s‘;vnst of the army at ^Kinriaurt 
the intiusitin of the Irish, had planned a sceesh'on in the army and 
the of Anno to the rehebn William, 1hcr(:foje. detcrinlned 

to porROvere, and after hcing ilrivcn hack once by an adverse wind, 
he finally sailed on November 2. Even tlien his plans h nj to he 
altered, JIo bad intended to land in Yorkshire, where the noilheru 
earls were ready to receive him; hnfj thc! wind beiri.e- unfavonrafde, 
he Bteered for the f'hannel, and on NiiV'-mlier 5 i.anri^e.at 
landed at Torbay,* Hiis was nnfmSmiatc, the wevl Totbay, 
had been cowed by the Bloody Assize. Mowover, it could not hn 
helped, and Willmni dircchsl Ins inarch on London. The kiri;j: 
advanced his troops to SaliAniry, and was preparing for hatlbv 
when Chnrclullii trea<diery defeated his I'lanfi. (j/io 
after another officers and men slipped over to the degert^dc 
invaders, and Churchill himself presently followed. The Princefu? 
Anne de.sertcd her fatlier and joined tfic iiorlhern in.surgimts. 

In thi.s state of things James did not know W'hom^o tni;d. Ifis 
first act was to send away his wife and tlio little Prince of Wales. 
Assured of their safety, he entered into negotiations, Fiightof 
and had actmvlly in,ade arrangements for calling a 
Parliament when, suddenly changing his mind, he fled in disguise 
from London, throwing the great seal into the water as ho crossed the 
Tham<^. His flight relieved William of much enibarrassiuent, and 



286 


T'he ^iuaris. 


aee5- 


th« ]>rim.*e was l>y nv» mmiis plcasfdd wlien ho iicard tliat 8ome fisher- 
uioii had captured James tuider the idea that he a smuggler. 
James waH brought back, to Koebestit, and thence to Whitehall, 
but,Vvciy facility being aflbrtled him, he again escaped, and was 
this time successful in reaching Franco, where ho was received with 

WiUiam by Louis XIV. After Jaincs^ depariuro 

atrivositiL William arrived in London. au<l as Ihd king’s llight 
lionaoa, everything in disorder, Jm at oiTec assembled 

ihu peers, all persons who lunl sat iti nay of <*har!os ll.’s Farliaments, 
.‘ind the Lord May<>r and Aldermen of Loudon, and asked their 
advice. They advised lluit a Conventio.-i should ho rcinilarly 
elected, which hiho\iId only differ from a l^irliameiit in being jsum* 
moiiod bv a ruan who was nut king. 

f.u ffanuary, IbBU, the Couvoritioii met. Some members were in 
favour of James being still king in name, with William m regent; 

Wiiiiaraand tliought that ^larv was queen by the fact of 

Mary bocomo her fatlior’» iligbt. Bulnovlher of these schemes being 

tcingraadQueen. . 11 i t ^ 

acceptable to >\ ilham, and M.iry most generoindy 
giving way, it w'as dot4‘nniMed to sottlo the crown upon Williain 
and :Mary, and to draw up a Declaration of Right which should 
retifiirra the most im]>ortafit priuciploH upon which the constitution 
of the country Tested. W'iJlhun and Mary then became king and 
ijneen. Those proceedings arc gouerally known as the Rcvohitiou. 

The Deidanition of Right, wdiioh artcrward.s ful-rned the basis of 
the Bill of Rights, is one of the most important documents in Kngli^H 
ThoDeoiara- history. It brought to A close the great stnigglo 
tionof Kiaht. txjtwcen the king and the Parliament, which bad now 
lasted nearly one Imndred years, hy laying dowft the Jaw on a 
number of disputed points, all of which during this period had been 
matters of protest on tho sido^of the Parliament. After stating one 
hy ono the chief unconstitutional acts of James II., it proceeded to 
make the following declaTations:— 

1. Tho pretended power of suspending or dispensing with tho 

laws as assumed of late is illegal. 

2. The late Court of Ecclesiastical Commission and all other 

suoli courts are illegal. 

3. Levying money by pretence of prerogative without grant of 

Parliament is illegal. 



JnifrregHum. aB; 

4, Kes^pht^ a i^tar^dlng army Jn timo of peace, imlcis§ with 

coiis^'nt of Pailjumeai, h Uletjal. 

5, SubjC'ClB have a right to petition Iho klrjg. 

0. ’Fhe ck'clion of monilt-r.-? of rarliiimont oeght to Ih> free/ 

t 

7. hjecdoni of «pccch au»l delate in raiiiament ought not io 
he cpu.'5?tiiincd in any (’ourt or pJaco out of rarluouent. 

8f pjxcet-^^ivo Jh'iCJ' not l»o impot^cd, and jurunj in eastva for 
hijj^i treuiioii linnet I'O fiTohoMor^i. 

0. For redresis of ulUgricvauecsj and h>r the :-;trcriglUcnIng of Uio 
kwa Farliamont ought t.u bo held fr(?(im;iilJy. 

10. William and Mary arc doclavod King audQueon of Knglavid, 
and all who uro Fajesta nr wjjo shall many a Tapist are 
denliUe'd iiioapablo of p<^S‘^o^*sing the ni'owin After tho 
death of lH;»th William and Mary, the erown was to go io 
tlicir ohiMien, if they bad jmy. If nnf, to tho .Pnnces.y 
Anne and her nbildren; and, in rase of their failure, to 
the children <jf William by any other wife. 

Tlie efibet of tho Kovv)bition was threcftdd. In tlie first place, it 
dee^troyed the Stuart theory of tla^ divine right of kings, by ehangirig 
the order of wneceshion nnd setting up a king and <pic;oii who owtui 
thoir position to tho choice of Parliarnerd. In the Jkx'orid, it gave an 
opportunity for reasscrlmg the principles of tho Kriglisli constitution, 
which it had been the aim of the Stuarts to set anido. In the third, 
it began w*hat ma^n^bo called the reign of rarliament. Up to the 
Itcvoltttion there is no doubt that the guiding force ii\ directing tho 
policy of the nation had been tlio will of the king. Since the lh?vo- 
lutioQ the g\ildiiig force Ijas been tho will of the Farlianiciit. 
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CIIArTKR VI. 


'VVii.i.rASt ainl ^Iajiy, ItlSD-1702 
William, l>orn ]{i50; marrifNl 1077. Mary, 


(1.'^ yeftts). 

born 1602 ; Owl 1CD4. 


Chief Cfiixrih'.teri of th** lievjfx. —Savl]<». Mariiiiens uf II.'ilifHX ; I^onl 
Dnnby, *>f Lcc(i« ; th‘5 V‘«rl of Slir*''vv>>)urv ; t1i«j V'arl of 

Nottiniflmin ; Koni ; Lord Lh'irchill, aftoTwarda f'uk^ of 

MnHborough ; Sotru'r^*: Il^-rh^Tt, f.onl Torringt(>i»; 1“l<hvAril Ku5^^^1L 
<.r*?aicd l.ord nrford ; ( harles Montagoo, Lari of Hallffts ; tha Karl of 
Tyrconnr*!; Gtntral Talina!*1i; Ib'iuiuik, VmtI of Portland; Thoinaa, 
Ej-trl of WharbMi; Visooixnt Duudco, 


France. iSpdiii. 

Loub XIV,, n;»n i7io. rjoirU-^ ir., kw:. iron, 

riiilip of Franci- oud t liarlM of Austria 
(rival s). 

The rcav king was not, likely (o be a popular ftoveroigti. Tbougb 
he was Ixelove.il by hla intimato frien^b, his manners were 
in general H<x*i«;ty. At ortlltwry fitnen hi^? deinoanonr wnuam’a 
was cokl, an'l those only wlio ]ia<l seen him oti the chameter and 
iieltl of battle were aware of th«i eni'rgy of Ijjs {Spirit. »oWcy. 

In religion he cared little for outwa!<l forms, and was in favour 
of toleration; in Ihcologv his views were Calvinistic. fn foreign 

> » ^ * - w o 

politics ho was ehlefly animated b}" hostility to I.ouis XIV., whose 
ftinh^on be rightly reg.nrdcd as <lHT»gerous to the intcrcsta of Kng- 
land and Holland, and throatoning to the l.'alanco of potver. At 
home he xvisbed to allay the strife of parties and to unite the whole 
nation in support of his foreign policy. Mary, on the other harul, 
engaging in her charactcT, and as the represenbxtivc of the 
direct line of the house of Stuart, (her po}.tulurity •was of great 
political importajjce. William’s view’s naturally allied him to the 
Whi^, who agreed with him that it was lictter to fight Louis abroad 
tharivto give him peace to arrange an invasion of Kngland. At 
the aamo time, the king believed that he would do well not tr* 
alienate the Tories, by whom, ecpially with the Whigs, he had Imon 
invited to England; eo he formed a ministry com- Thanttw 
posed cf thO‘noblemen of both parlies, in which »iat»try, 
Danby was President of the Council, Halifax Privy Seal, Notting- 

U 
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Th(» revenue. 


ham arul kShrewtibtuy So<uvtaricSj and Godolpliin leading member 
of tluj Tn.osnry lh>ani» ii cormnittee which tllschargetl the duties 
of tlie Lord High TreaHUi'er, At^tho Kwie time that these tix^pohit* 
rncidK were rnisde, Jrt(no:s’ iiorvile judges wore dUmissed, ami 
twelve now ones appointed in their Ktcad* 

'i’lio l.'onvciitiou W£iHi tUnw, wjihout ro-e*cotlen, made into a 
Parliumont. The unnual rovoime fixed at £L2(KhtKK), of 
winch al/'int, XTOO.OOO w'as given to the king for the 
isupport. of the crown, aiid iho rest was voted from 
time to time according to esliniaiii i? prepared by the ministers, 
'fhe first of these sufrjs was called the (,-ivU List, dn this way 
rarliament secured a much hrmer hold over the expenditure of tho 
gov( nuiicnt, and the system haw since then been made still more 
eluboriite. Lj order to weed out all persons disdlTccfed to tho 
Th^nca- govcmniont, a new <s\th of allegiance and snpromacy 

jurora. imposed ou all jdiK'edioMoiS h<d,li in (IhnroU and 

State, Seven bisbof»s aiul about three hundred clergymen, who did 
not admit the right of Purliaiucnt to change the succession, refused 
to take it, und bcc.uno, rvith their lay suppoiters, the body of non* 
juror?.. They wore, of cour-e, deprived of thoir tdacea. 

Tfi 1(>80 the first arunial Mutiu}* Act w'as passed. In the Pcolftrft- 
tiun of UIghtii it liad I'Cen d-nlarcd that it W£is illegal for the king to 
Tha Mutiny kocp i\ .stAudittg ivrmy i»i lime of petico without the 
consent of PaHiamoid. Since thfe Hestoration^ the 
standing army had been lo(»ked upon with great dislike by the Whigs, 
and it ■was har<Uy more pnjjular with the Tories, but the nccessUi^ 
of tho times clearly showed that England could no longer a^ord. 
to Ihj without one. A device, howxjvcr, W’a.s loiiiid by which 
tho advantages of a standing army were secured, while danger 
to liborty was decreased. TlitH plan was to pass the Mutiny Act 
annually, so th-at if it were not renewed, tho legal authority tho 
government "over the soldiers would cease. As an additional $afo- 
gjiard, tjie money for the army was voted for one year only, «o Urat 
if Parliament felt any danger it could, by refusing to pass the 
Mutiny Act or to vote supplies, deprive tho king of tUo force. 

Tho Nonconformists had played an important part ki the Revoke 
Th« Toleration h'on, and were now rewarded by a bill, pf^d to allow 
Act. freedom of worship to Protestant Nottconformi^tii^; 
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(hcir polKiRiil li«'nvevor, wore loft nntoudicd, while tlje 

|>efiUion of the CathoH^'a nnfiltorOf.K So {w’jvHmfi 

were liahlo to prose<;'Uf:i«»n fur tJjo fehrir<‘ which iho)’ hail i>nicially 
tAkcn in Jatium’ procotMlir.pTi. aval in tho Yrtrion#i rom.pjraoiC'ii aiul 
dii^hirWttoos of lh».) last two tliat a Hill of xiteBtii 

Indorriijito wui^ ha w'aril; hut lluj Whi-^s trloil 

to introdiict> rnarsy r^xccpUoofi aii»l the Btrniiriiic tfC'tw‘cC!i them anvl 
the Tories l1t<*anio so viuk-ot, tljat W'iillam, upjaillod at the |>ros|.H:ci 
of ;^^f»vonihi^ w iihmich a <h. /lrA('to.:l av^cmlily, was hardly rest famed 
from retiirnio;^ to H'dJajoh Pavliaiui'nt was then dissolved. 

In A'larch, liUK), the* new* l\arliaincnt nod, and thr3 dilUculty 
w’ay Htirmormlcd hy an Act of (Inice iiroposcii hy the evu'wn 
and pftj;scd hy Paritarncoit, which oxeludcd to)ly tfic 
regicides of (..'havlcs i, and ahont lliiriy others; this Pariiii ment. 
ntiiiiberwas f«.>r the timos, cxcccdioirK' mt'dcralo. In the i>cw 
flmisc the Tories had a rnajorily, fiartly <htc (o ttio naltind foactiot) 
ngaiwt the gowanriient, whh'h oUvayti follows a great change, and 
partly to the mjfair advantage which the. Torifts islili 
through Iho rnriadolliug of the rr;r|>orAtior<a hy [lie last two hings. 
Hsilifnx, whose character was always that of a disp«a5>sionat.o critic 
rather than au active jjolitictan, then IcA the govonjmenf, ami ilic 
Tory Oaiihy, who had r.ow hc^ni created Mar‘]iie/;js of fdannarthen^ 
took iho lead. 

Wc niu.sl nowt^nrn to the ovontb in i^co(I.in<! and Irofand. In 
Scolland the policy of the last two kings had heen in complvUj 
opposition to the wislics of the j eop.le. hljascopacy »vc»t« in 
had been ostahlished as the law of Iho land, and 
no ono bnt an ^IpiKCopalian luoi been allowed to pit n\ Tarlmmcnt 
or to voto at electrons. The PrcHbyterians had been fitrhjccted b> 
*?cver«? persecution, and during fho rcjgn Catholic.^ had btjcn 
ploood in the chief ofliccp. Aa was nattiral, the news of eventa iij 
England produced in Scollatid a violent reaction. \ Conveiition 
xva» called, w\ose memhcT)} were chosen irr electiona nt which 
Firesbyterians voted without regard lo the law. The Whigs, there- 
fore, had a majority, and with hardly any oppo«ition they accepted 
Wtlliam and Mary as king and queen, and restored Fresliyteriantfirn. 

Kfiverthekssj, io standard of Jaineg xvas raised In Scotland by 
John (iraliam of Ckverhonije, Viscount Dundee, who called iba 
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Hi.qhlamlftn! to amis. Tlio duns, ho^Yevo^, wore not unanimous, 
ami when Muckay, William’s gencrah marditMl from Perth to assist 
his friends, ho w’as attacked hy Dumlee as his van‘guard emerged 
Battle of the naiTow pass of Killiecrunkie, In this l>attIo 

KJUiocrankifl. tj,(t Highlaudors diarged the regvilarB with such 
violence, that after their iirst volley tho English found the dansineii 
among them heforo they could hx hayonels. Taken thus at a 
disadvantage, they w'cro detV’Otod; l)nl a chance bullet killed 
Dundee, ami ^laekay brought olV his troops with great skill. The 
fall of Dundoo discouraged tho Highlanders; the rnoveniont was 
practically without a leader, and the clansmen soi)n returned 
to their homes, leaving W'iliiam and Mary uudisputod sovereigns, 
Measaires were then taken to scenro tho pacilicatiori of the 
Highlands, and in tho course of Ih.eso occurred, in 1C92, tho 
Them(i«»ucro massacre of Glencoe, 'i’his cruel act, which has 
of oieucoe. atlraetod mtich more iiolico in modern times tlian it 
did at the time, was duo to tho ill will betNveen the Highlanders 
and the EowlandtMS of S(;nt.!aml. A proclamation was issued, 
ordering the Highland chiefs to swear nllegiaTmo to King William 
before January I, lGft2. Tho chiefs put otT suhmissioii to tho la.st 
moment, and one of thorn, the chief of the M’Honalda of Glencoo, 
owing to a series of accidents, contrived to bo too late. Ilia 
enemies t(»ok advantage of this to got an order from the English 
govenuneut to ** extiri>ate ” the M‘l)onaIds. SufTicient inquiry was 
not made before tho order w'as given; and nothing can o.xcuse tho 
treachery with whicli it was carried intoeflecl. The soldiers who 
were sent into tho glen lived on the most friendly terms with tho 
clansmen, till word was brouglit that all the passes wem securtni. 
Then, in the dead of night, they fell trpon their hosts, the greater 
number of whom were shot or stabbed, and most of tliose who 
survived the massacre died miserably’ of cold and hunger. This 
cmelty natiirSdly embittered the feelings of the Highlanders against 
the goYornment. 

In Scotland the hatred of tli© people w^as turned against tim 
government, in Ireland it was directed against English ndc. There 
events In James' preference for the Catholics made liim |)opuIar, 
Ireland. ^he land question still rankled in the minds of the 

people, and the opportunity was taken to attack the English settlers, 
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aji<] to tJUiko a for Iriiiih in-h'pcnvltrncc. The leader of tho 

movenicnt was James’ lor(l-<lej»ii1y, Tyrcoiiiicl, aiul 
was cxpecteJ from Franco. TLo flames s{)rca»i rapidly over iho 
threo southern provinces, and in I'ltiter llio Frotestant settiers were 
fiercely attackc<l. Tlio Scottish foI tiers for tlie most part vethVrd t<» 
Fondondeny, the CiViinwellians to Knn];^kiilen. So fivoiirable ilit! 
his prospects ?ccnj, tliat Jamt.-s camo over and pfit himself at the 
head of the povrmont. His avrlYal, Ix^vovcr, v)n!y served to cause 
dUuiiiori, as ho had lujttindly no sympathy \vith tlm Irish desiro 
for scpafMti<>n. McaJiv.hiio tho Frotestants at jamdonderry worn 
reduced to terrible straits, as they were Wockadcii hy land, and 
the outlet to tlie sea was }doj,>pcd by a loom. However, by 
irreat cxertiona tlio boom was broken, and in July K©u«r<>f 
Londonderry was rcliovofl, after a of nearly 

four months. The .sime Jay Colunel Wol^eloy, with Newtown 

the men of Knniskill'.'n, defeatCMl a detaeliincTit of »utl»r. 

the Irish nmny at jS'ewtown Hiitlor, and e-xpclled Iho rebels from 
tLit district. 

Sehombej'g, a (lerman rroleshint in Willi.ini’s service, now Oiiiuo 
over to hike tlio command of the troops, rshile James’ men wero 
poste<l on tlio Hoyno to i;ruard tho road from Bel- naitioof 

fast to Dublin. In the summer of Ib'JO William theNoyn®. 

came over in peiiion; he cro<‘VC4l tlie Boyne in tho l^ice t.^f tho Too, 
and sendinjij a de^achrcicrit bi;^her np the nver to threaten the 
enemy’s rear, atbicked tlndr position in front, Thon;;h Sohoniberg 
wrus killed, tlie mana-uvro was completely succesHfid. James himself 
hurried early from the held to secure Lis rclioat to Dublin, and 
his whole army, followed in diisadroua rout. From Dublin James 
fled to Waterford, and sailed for France, leaving his BUpporient to 
their fate. 

While James was in Ireland, the Fi^nch, against wh'>ra war had 
been declared in 1081), had made a great expedition against 
England, They had been met by a combined fleet Battivof 
of English and Dutch, tho former under Hertot, BwwhyH<»«4. 
Lord Torrington. Torrington was beaten off Ih?achy Head, but with 
great skill carried all bis fleet tafoly into the Thames, and tho 
French, who did not vcnltiro either an invasion or a separation of 
their fleet so long as Torrington'a w'as undofitroyed, retired after 
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l>iir«tng Teignmotith, The (Unger, instead of (Jmhcartenmg the 
Ir^nglUh, roiu^c<l their indignation. Loyal oUhi’?* of assistance reached 
IMury from all sifUs, and when Wiliiara riUurned from Ireland he 
found himself more firmly seated on the throne tluaii Irofore. 

The conclusion of tho Irish war was truKtc<l to Ginkel» a Dutch- 
mivii, and to Churchill, now Kurl of Marlborough. Marlborongli 
conciuBionof subducd th« South, while Giukel, forcing tho 

iriiih war, Shannon at. Athlonc, itVAdo l^is way into 

Conruuight, and 'w^'U tho battle of Aughrini. LimorioV was then 
bcsiogetl, and its cajiitulalioTi brought tho" war to a conclutdon. 
By this capitnlalniu tho Irish troops wero allowed to retire abroad 
under the (jorniuand of their own (jfti'.ers; ami tlie Ituinau Catliolics 
were prorniseJ tho onjoyment of the .same privileges wliioii they 
had had under Charles II. Tho Irish l‘rotestante, liowevcr, lei?3 
tolerant than tho English government, (darnoured against tliose 
coucessioim to their follow-subjects, Wiiliam found himself obliged 
to yield; the govorninCMit. of Ireland was again restored to Uni 
Pi’otcstaiiis, and the disabiliries of tlie Culholics w^oro made heavier 
than before. 

During the first years of William’s reign few people thought that 
ho would bo able to hold his own against James and Louis, so timid 
end craft:V' men ^vere desirous of standing well with 

DlsatTcctlon , , . ‘ i , 

araongrtuo both sulcs. Many, therefore, corresponded with 
nobles. Jamos and the English exiles, not so much with an 
idea of doing anything themselves to bring Jdhies back, as iii 
order to escape punishment if lie happened to 1)0 successful. 
Almost all the gi’cat statesmen of tlio day did this, even Marl¬ 
borough and Slnewsbuiy and Kussell, wdio had dune as much as 
any one to set William on the Umme. William dkually knew of 
their doing so, but w'aa not strong enough to take much. not^ 
of it. In 1092, however, special attention was drawn to Marl¬ 
borough’s coprcspondenco, and he was dismissed from all his 
offices, 

Since 1G89 England had been at war w ith Franco. The greater ^ 
part of the fighting took place in the Netherlands, where Louis had 

War vritn po«sest«ed himself of several strong fortresses, of whkh 
Fraae*. ^.^3 Namur. William’s practice was to go 

>’ t wars in tho summer, and return^to England during the winter. 
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at whk'h timo rarlianvMit t1>cn WJjUo Wil]i;ww smu abrua*l 
M«ry a!ou';\ In thuj eprijijy of li}92 r/'niJH «»k 1 Jamos' c< IJpcttvl 
a licet at Bri;.-^f,and a large army <>u Ujc c>>»ist j.isui# 

of Normandy in carder to I'nvtitle Knglaml. d he danger 
was pressing, »a in tlaj Jast naval but,tie the rronch 
had been vu?torioa% and the gownniK-nt knew that UuK‘^tdl, their 
admiral^ had been c<>rrc^-p>ndin,=j{ with Jametf-* Forttnjately at 
tins crisis Ju^os drew np a |>rO(di4niat«on, in. which he dc' lsrvd that 
if ho wore sucoe^&ful ho would punish a large v,iinil*t?r of porsans 
of all clas-fOS. Tills proSamation fell into the hands of tha ^pieSn, 
who at onro published il with uxplajiatorynot.es; and this clev<?r 
movo roused the whole country to indigtiatioiu Ibis^dl, too, 
though liC was not iinfriciidly to James, had no idea of aliowing an 
EiJglidh fhicl tube beaten by a French one, and declared Lu ifituntion 
to ligJil though Jiirne.! biin^elf was on board. Cons*?ipicidly, when 
the h'ngli^h and .French met oiT <*apt.: U ollcm, jutMieof 
nothing could w ith-tand the Vf.-hcmonre of the Fi!g)!‘>h 
attack. The Frmiclf licet was utterly dc,;iir<.»yc'd. and Ihe Kngli.-ii 
admiral burnt tlic French transports which had bt.cu coilwcUol at 
La Hogue, tmder the eycn of James himself, f,a Hogue was the 
greatest naval victory won b}’- the Fuglbh betweert the defeat of 
the Armada ami the battle of'iVafabrar. 

Unfortunately, the .‘■atne ycai* Wjiiiijin liimsclt wa.'' <lcf‘.;atcd at 
SteoDkerke, and the neict yt-ar he was again b<f:tten at Lam.hni. In 
thesebftttkstlicFaiglidisoldier- dnv.vv 1 groat.couruge, 
and though they had not .-ulVicicnt training as yet to 
cope with the veterans of l.outs, they wore gaining the exporienoo 
which enabled Marlborough to wan Ids victories. In 1*194 an cxjsj- 
dition was tJOfit against the French naval station at I}rc4,* but 
it was a failure, for the English plans had been he- yoimre** 
trayed to tlio French by Harlbonnigh^ The French, Bfewit. 
therefore, were prei»ar<id, and the Fugiish met with ho M^a^m a recep¬ 
tion that they were forced to retire with the loss of tb.eir cormnnmler, 
Talma^dr. Tliis general rva;i tin? best, of tlm rising men. It is thought 
that Marlborough was jealous of him, ajid wished to reino%uj him 
from his path. If be di.l, he was successfnl, for as no one knew of 
his treaehery at the time, William, now that Tahna.sili wa4 dead, 
^gain employed Marlborough. In IGbo WilUam formed the tdege 
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of Nujnur, 'which lie conduoted "witli yueli t^kill that the |>laco fcU 
„ in «t>ite of all Loum’etl'ort.s; and thw «Tcat kuccojwi 

made up h>r the fallnrcs at Stci-nkcrke, Lanilen, ana 

A^awiok. Kre:d. Two years Liter peace wa^* ihjuIo at Ilyswick, 
hy which Louis agreed to f^ive up all the compiosts he had made 
since the treaty of Nirnoguen in 1078, and ackno-vvlcdgcd William 
as King of Knglaud. This treaty was the .subject of great rejoicing 
in Kiiglaiul. 

We saw Unit William began by forming^ a gtivernmcnt from tho 
members of both ffarfies, Tliis plan, however, <lid not work well, 
Farty h)r the o]>iuionR of Whigs and Tories were .so dilTeronfe 

Roverument. ^ct together. I.hider these eir- 

cniustaiiccs, Sunderland, tho clever but unscnipulmTS minister of 
James JL, advised William in UVJ3 to form a united Whig ininistTV 
T)y gradually weeding all the Tories out of the govornmont. William 
took this aiivicc, and carried it out between 1603 and 1695. In 
tljut year the Duke of Leeds, fonnerly Maniuess of Carmarthen, 
was forced to give up his post, and (lodolphin. who w’as a clever 
financier but cared little for citlier party, rcnitviiievl the only Tory in 
the government. 

WTUiam’s reigtt was reniarkablo for many tuiaucial changi^s. In 
this department his chief advisers ivcro Godolphin and Mordaguo, 
Th« National Chancellor of the ICxche»pier. In 169.3 Montague 
Debt. originated the National L>cbt. It had long been the 
pnictlco for English kings to borroiv money on tiioir owu security, 
and rarliament had often been appealed to to pay their debts. 
WilUain’s position, hoivevcr, wms so precarious that lie would have 
had mucli dilTiculty in borrowing money, and at ^Ihe same time 
it would not have Inicn politic to Ie\y heavy tiixcs, Meanwhilo 
the expenses of tho war vvere great, and Montague, therefore, devised 
the plan of borrowing monc)^ on the security of the government, 
BO t^iat the money 'was lent, not io the king, but to tho nation, and 
was, therefore, called the National Debt. This ivas also useful to 
♦he government, in a special way, because tlio national creditors, 
fearing lest., if William were deposed, the debt should be repudiated, 
w’ere eager suppoiiera of the Revolution. 

In 1694 the Bank of England was established. It was a corpora¬ 
tion or company wlio in that year lent £1,200,000 to the govern- 
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at the rate of oigljt per coni, intcre.st. This ^avo them, with 
a fmtlu r sum of £4CKH) for manairoiueijl, im iiicoino BAnkof 
of £100,(KM) yearly. In return for the loaji the com- Kniriand 
parjy wero also al!(ove<l to reeeive tlej oiiiti? of mutioy **t<**>J****J‘*‘ 
and to issue ])r()mKSc.-J to [mv on wljieh were called Pank - 

notes. This ifjstitiiti'.ju was of great advautafre to the country, 
bccatiso pe.r.>oiis who had capital felt tlait, they could sujfely lend it 
to the hank,||vhih; tho hank in their tnrri lent, it out to enterprising 
people whom they c<>nl«'|jnisr, and iti this way Iriolo was bencfi^otl 
and both parties were advantagij,!. 

The establishment (.»f I he bank still fnvtber united the mercanlilo 


chi.ssc.s in snjijHtrt of the goveriumuit. In 101)0 the cutiniry gentry 
wished to form a f^and Bank, in imitation of lli« Bank AiiondBttnk 
of Kngland; but, unlike the. merchants, tho laml- projeot^d. 
owners had very little, ready Jnojicv to advaru’e, and tliev could not 
lend tiicir land, so th«,-y were, never able to grt together snfiieiont 
capital to start tho midcTtaking. Their failure, however, W'as a aoro 
disa^tpointment to tho Ttuics. 

Thu same year tljai tlm Lantl Bank was jaojeeted. the government 
did a great service to tho wliole. country by renewing the coinage, 
I>atterly tlm had got inti) a bml state, jiurtly through Bwiewaiof 
the illegal coinage of false inonev, but jnore becauso the coiaatfo, 
in those days inonov wms not nuido as it is !)Ow, with a rnilbjd or 
ficrratud edge-, but^smooth. It was, theref<.»re, not easy to say at 
a glance whether a Httbi h.ad not l.n.'cn cut off the edge, and so 
clipping was very common. This was bud for trade, hec.anso no 
ono know wliat the value of money was, and as merchant^ wished 
to weigh the m^ney beforo th.ey parted with tlicir goods, buninesa 
could not bo carried on between [>oaplc at a dbtance. It was every¬ 
body’s interest that this should be put right, so in 100(1 the govern- 
tnont called in tho bad coins, and ga^c otbors of the same name, 
but of tho full value, to those who lj#ought them. Th^ nation paid 
the cost of the difference, and a gi’cat boon vvya.s cjnferred on trades 
of all kinds. The management of this transaction was crjlrusted 
to Soinera the great lawyer, Locke the p/Jiilosopher, Mont,ague fim 
financier, and 8ir Isaac Kewton the astronomer, wdio w-as rnado 
master of tlic Mint The cstiildishment of tho National Debt and 
the Bank of England, and the renewal of tliC <^oinage, form aa 
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epoch ill the history of Kiigiush commerce, and wou for the govern* 
rnent the good will of all who were couceriiCMl in trade. 

Until the aoecssion of WflUam 111. the great object of Whig 
KlutahTnca had been to oblige the king to coll frequent Pjuliamciits, 
TiionhiaiAcu 1^^*^ pphit (hat the Trieimial Act had 

imssed. pansed by the Long rarJiumont. However, 

fin CO supplies had been voted annually, and tho Alutiny Act had 
fo bo renewed, there was no diingor tlmt. Purliamei^t would not 
irn;ct every year. new fear w'a« that if Uuj king got a Houso 
t>f l^’ommuns to liis mind, he would never di>.solv« it, and so that for 
long periods Parliament might bo out of accord with the country. 
Tiidecd, since the old Triennial Act lunl been repealed in 1<>64, 
Charles II. had kejit one Parhurnont sifting for scveideen ye.ars 
without A dissolution. To prevent this, Wiiiiam’s Parliament twice 
passed a Tiiciinial Jiill, Jiniiting (ho dnr.uiori of Parluimctit to threo 
yoars. The first tuno William refused hia consent, but in IfitH ho 
gave it. In oonscquencc of thia Act, a general election took place 
at least once every three years. 

Kvor Biuce the Uefonnatinn the govevnnnmt had claimed to 
regulate the juinting and (uiblication of hooks, with a view to forbid 

Libertyaf might bo injurious oilhcr to religion or 

tjieprcas. morality, or wore likely to i^prcad soditiotiiB opiuiona. 
Till tho meoting of the Long Purliainent tine duty had been 
exeudsed by tho Archbisliop of Canterbury, |.nd persons who 
printed unlicensed books Innl been prosecuted in tho Courts of 
Star Chamber and High Commission. After tlie dissolution of tliose 
courts, the press for a short time was free; but tho Long Parlia-' 
Tuent itself, alarmed by tho flood of pamphlets whicji inundated tho 
couotiy, again obliged books to bo licenscMl, in spito of tho pro- 
testatiovis in favour of liberty of tho press which were addressed to 
it by Slilton in his “ AreopagArca.'* At the Kestoration a licensing 
Act WAS passsd, by which Iho whole control of printing was vested 
in tho governrueut, and printing was only allow’cd at London, York, 
and the Universities. This Act was renew’cd for a term of years 
from Unio to time, but in 1695 it expired, and Parliament refused 
to renew it. Since that year there has been complete liberty iQ 
publish, but libels have, of course, been liable to prosecution aa 
any other crimiiwl otrenco. 
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During tho whole reigu there were a scries of plots. As early 
Vieeount Preston, a Bomu Catholic, was "' 

convicted of treasonable practices. »So long as 
Mary lived, hor pojjuhirity was WiliumV security. * 

Most utiliappily, she died of sraaU-pox in 2.091, and this tt>rriblo*1ofiv 
•*~tor \V iliiain had learned to know her v.’oi ih—jiot 
only cast a gloom over his whole life, but also made 
him much liable to n^:'u.Sij*mation, for Idaeingle life might he 
tlmught to shtud iri the w^'of a re.^toratseu. .hforn that tinto forward 
ho was in constant danj-cr. In IdDO a plut wa'-i nrnuiged ly v*5ir 
Geoige Barclay to imirder liiia on lus return front 
hunting, in a lane near Ih'ohriioml. d'hero is little 
doubt that James himself was in the secret, far a large French 
army was ready on the Freneii shore to crons the Channel as soon 
as word of William’s <Ieath wa.s brought. Fortunately the govcni- 
ment heard of the plot, and arrosted the comipiratoii^. vSo fa'cat was 
tho indignation of the whole cmmtry at this infamous plan, tliat 
associatiou was formed to Avengo William’s dcaih in case of 
his murder, and to support the succession of Anno. Thrj share llio 
French had in the attempt dcterniinod I’mllament to cuntiuuo the 
war, whatever haj*pcned. 

Just before the com^piracy was d“lcctcd, Piirliamcnt had passed 

an importAut act regulating trials for trciison. Uft to this time the 

conduct of tlieso tols had given cv^-ry as-.ddam:e ^ , 

# ^ Act rojBruliekti4iB‘ 

to the government, and put the accmicd at a great tMainfor 

disadvantage. Till the trial began he w'aa nciihcr 

informed of the names of the jury, nor of tlic exact charge which 

was to be brought against him, and watnes^cs for tliO defence 


wore not allowed to be examined on oailt. By the new act 
tho prisoner was to have a copy of the indictment and a list of 
tho jury five days before the trial, apid Jus witnesses were to bo 
OJtftTDincd on oath. By tho law of ^Iw^ard Vf. two witnesses wore 
necessary for convictlonj but the safeguard conveyed by this nile 
had been narrowed by the crown lawyfcr.s to such an extent, that 
Algernon Sidney was convicted on the evidence of one wdtness, and 
the testimony afiorded by some unpubUsbed papers found in his desk. 
By the new law two witnesses were required to one open act, or one 
to one And another to another open act of the same kind of treason. 
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This law, wliilfl it ^eonrCMl the fiafcty of innocent men, un- 

(lolibtcdly iJiado it hanler to convict the guilty. In<icc<J, it was 

The case of satirically said that iho object of the act was to make 

r^enwick. ircuHon as safe as possible; and in the C 4 »se of Sir 

Fenwick, vvht.) ^Yus tried in 1097, a guilty man nearly escaped 

tlirougb its provisions. Lady Fenwick contrived to convey out 

of the country one of the two wiinesses against bun; but Par- 

Iiament was not willing to allow jnstico to bo lbileil|nv this way, 

so, as in tlio case of Strutlord, a bill of iittaindcr was sul'stitutcd 
* * ^ 
for ft prosecution at law, and by that procesa Fenwick was put 

to dcutli for high treason. 

One advantage alone came to William from Mary’s death. Marl- 

^ ,, . bon)Ugh became his dt^voted fricufl: for now that 

tttftrUwouKh . , , 

b«oome«tho Alary was gone, Anno was certain to succeed, and 
kiturftijiomi. ^ ^ Anno, Marlborough'vS wife had at this time un- 

bonndod itiHuence, so that lie saw in her accession the prospect of 
imfcttored power. 

The peace of Hyswlck, whi<'h terminated the w'ar in 1007, had » 
great elTect upon Willianrs poMli'Ui, for it removed all fear ot a 
Party French invasion. Nc.vt ye.tr, lO'dB, a genera! election 
atruffiri©*. a majority of Tories wiis retunicd. 

Those men had little sympathy with William. They were .simirtiiag 
under taxation which had fallen very heavily on the landed gentry, 
who had not shared with the mercantile classes the recent com¬ 
mercial advantages which tfic government had Fcciircd. Moreover, 
they did not share Winiam\s view that it was needful to bo on the 
w'atoli against the ambition of Louis XIV. Accordingly, on tho 
conclusion of pence, Parliament at onco reduced the army to ten 
thousand men, and. in 1G99, much to William's disgust, tho Dutch 
guards, his favourite soldioi*s, were sent home. At llie same lime, 
attacks were made upon tbe«i»yay in which AVilliam bad granted to 
bis Dutch fa\fc)uritcs the property which bad lieen forfeited by the 
Irish rebels. William bad formerly clismisxsed his Tory advisers, 
in order that his ministry might agree with a Whig Parliament; 
he now recalled tho Tories to power. Shrewsbury, Montague, 
Uussell, and Somers were dismissed; and in 1700 Kochester and 
Oodolpbin entered the Cabinet. 

Meanwhile tho question of the succession had again becomo 
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unsottlcd. Aniic liAd liiui ni!5ct\‘on clfi!'lrcn ; hut. of thesfi tho 
the Duke of Gloucester, die<l in 1700, aixl tho rhotiuention 
/succession of her lino, whiVli Inoi ho<‘n reokoneO upon *«ceeiwioi>. 
in 1688, Itad now fiiilo'.l, it boeanic necessary to inako a "lucw 
arran^rcinent. Janies’ reliance on France and his unluck/ pro¬ 
clamation had done nothing to win him favour; so in 1701 tho 
Parliament, though Tory, passed the Act of SettlenvMJ, 
somctitnes (lllk*d the Succession Aet, hv which iho sotuemont. 
Klcctrcss ^^oplna, "wife f<i tlu? Kleetcir of Uaiiovev, daughtet; of 
Xillizftboth, Queen of Bohemia, daughter of James 1., was rcf'.ogui?.ed 
as Arinc''H Hurc*.‘.ssor. There weni (>t.1ier descauidauts of James I. 
who stood nearer to the throne than Sojshia, Vait lin y were all 
rejected as Kornan Catliulics, so that Varliaincnt really (rlcjsc the 
tittest person in the royal hiinily, just as tlic old Witenagcjuot used 
to do in tho days hefore tlio Normaii Coufpicsl. 

In tlio Act of Sidtlcmont several yirovisi.>us were inserlod which 
had been omitted from the Bill of Kigbt.'^. By ii most important 
clause, it W’as cnaoied that tbe iudees were to l>e ^ ^ 

' , , . Thfl provliilon 

appointed for life, and were to rcc.ruve fixed salavicH, in#»>TttHU» 
and that they could not be removed exerpt on con- 
victioii of some olTence, or on an ad<lr<.s.s to the king ly both Ifouses 
of Pailiamcnt. This excellent urrangeniont ronlinucs to this day, 
and has completely secnreil the jmlgcs from any suspicion of 
subservience to th# policy of the crown. 

Tliougli the Tories had passed the Act of Scttleinont, they were 
not loHs hostile to William’s Wliig policT, and in 1701 they 
impeached the Whig ex-ministers for their stiaro in The partition 
the partition treaties. These treaties were tlie out- treatiea. 
come of a Euroioean diffiouliy. Charles If. of Spam was in poor 
healtli, and had no direct heir, fine of his sisters, Maria ThcrcHa, 
liad married Louis XIY.; another, 3|!trgarot, marritM] the Emjx»for 
Leopold L Moreover, liLs aunt Awria was herwdf fiTo mother of 
LeojK)ld. It was doubtful whether Maria Theresa, M.irgarel, or 
Maria was tho true heir of Charles. The claims of these three 
Princesses were represented respectively by their grandclfddren^ 
Philip of France, Joseph, Electoral Prince of Ikivaria, and the 
Archduke Charlog of Austria. (See note, p. 3f)2.) 
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Tfje cjiif stion wns very ffst in Knropo tlic Spanish king 

poiiisesiy^cl Spain, tlio Nethcrlandt', the kingdom of Naples ami 
, 1 « Sieilv, and the diichv of Milan; in tlio Nc# World, 

large doniimons m Aincru-a, snch Mexico, Pern, 
Kttcceaaton. Cuba; and on the coast of Asia, the 

I’lillippiuo Islands. If Iho French prince succeeded, it was thought 
that overwhc-Iniing power would be given to France, both in Kurf)j>o 
and in the cidonioH. If the Austrian were chosen,^ovorwhelnimg 
pbwer would be given in Knr<.ipo to the Austrians. Knglaiul dreaded 
most the union of tlio French and S[>anish colonim; William 
himself feared the aggrandi/cmcMit «>f Franco in Europe. 

I'ndor the circumstanoes a compromise was agreed on, and the 
largest share was given to the electoral prince/ whom no one 
Tho Partit ion Fufovtunatcly he died in 1699, and then a 

Troiitio». partition was made Ix^iweon the AuKtriaii and 

French claimants, W'illi.iiii securing Spain, tlio Netherlands, and 
the coli»nic.s, for the Austrians, Avhich suited the views of both the 
English arid the Dutch. The.^o airangcmcuts Avero prudent; hii| 
the English ToricvS disliked England’s medilling on the Continent, 
as tliey Avere jealous of increasing the standing army, and did not 
cai’O for the Tucrcaniile motives avIucU actuated the Whigs. Thev 
therefore impeached Ilussell, Somers, and Montague, the leading 
Whigs, and Bentinck, the king’s most intimate friend, for their 
share in the transaction. They even asked tlio king to dlsmk^ 
them from his councils before they had been found guilty. This 
outrageous demand di.<gustcd the country, and Avhen the Commons, 

♦ THE SPANISH SUCCESSTONt 
Philip HI., King of Sp-ain, d. IG21. 


r. 

Phiiijiiv., a. 


Marift, Kmperor. 


Char 


If# 11., Mana 


d. nOO. Theresa, “ Louis XIV. 

I 

Louis, dauphiD. 

Philip 
(2ad ion). 


(1) Margaret, = Leopold I., ~ (2) Princess 
is XIV, j i Neuhurg, 


Elect ress of 
BaAairia. 

Joseph, Archduko 
Electoral Cluurles. 
prince* 
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fceling niijiUke, not appear to prosoonto Somers, lUc 
IjOtds <k't‘lare<l luia ac<piittcd, and th<3 other pro.'ieciitioua dropped, 

BefortS thi» lime tluo dftrjgoi* which tlie partition troatie» wero 
Internled (o reinovo h.'id eorm; to pas'*. In 17(.)0Chiirh,*p of Sp.un^ifh'd, 
The Spaidarvla had not hecn coinnltcd in the partition troatie*?^ and 
they imtnrahy wished tlun'r durninions, «>f wdn«'h they were proud, to 
be kept together. A<ToniiTJi;ty, at Cliarlefi’ death, ittey olTered iho 
cn>wn to XI V.V. grandson rtiilip. Chi his ludjuif Tht‘French 

it wan accepted, r^^nurkiug that ‘'tht? ryreueeH 
had coased to o?klst.” When r,oui^? poured his troop?? of Bpatn, 
ink» the Spanish Nethcidand-i tho i>ulo}j w’cre aUrno’d, ]*sit tho 
Knghsh T»)rio8 would not tight for nneli a remote ol»ject, Tho 
whole econo was, however^ ehanged by th«> desith of Jnmea If. 
Louie, in spite of tho treaty of fiyswlek, recojp»izcd i,oui» 
his son tts James UT. H'lils act of dcdiAiH'o roie recoinUKon 

Wliigs ond Tories Rlikfl. William siw Ihai (he li<h; 
had turned, disjioivcd Pailianicnt, arul the nation ■Ki»«iw»d. 
answrered his call by ch i titig Whig meml'em, phfdgcd to support 
the principles of the Ikvidution and tlm Act of Settlenient. 

William instently dismi .red his Tory miuitdor.s, ami prepared for 
war. Parliament readily voted 6U)>p}ies, and, to bccnre tho 
Protestant «ucce.«.sion, imposed an oadi to uphold it CfU nil wdio 
held employment in Church and State. All Knropo w<m. arming, 
and William eaw^iirnself aVenit to fulfil tlie dream of his life by 
leading a victorious army tc» tho invasion of Prance, rvhou a 
fall from his liorse broke his collar-bone. Such a sliglit accident 
would have, been nothing to a strong man, but to one worn with 
anxiety and woi^c it was fatal, and in a few days Iho x><Hitii6f 
king died. William \va.s a great king, but not a wmiftas. 
popular one. His mannera never '^►n him the aObetion of tho 
uation^ and hia far-iwhing schm:^were appreciatfiil oiily by a 
few. In attempting to rule rvith a tfoe Parliament, he had a dilBcidt 
game to play, and though a minute exaiuinatir»n can find many 
things to<^yil at both in his private life and in his political career, 
he has tl»© glory of having brought England safely through a great 
cmis, and also of being the first sovereign to work Buccessfuny a 
Farliamentaiy goveniinent, in the modern »ensc of tliat term. 
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Horn IC05; married, Prince George of Denmark. 

C^iief Chnrat it rii of thff flntin,- Tlir- Puke find PnoUt'ssi of Marlhorouirh; 
(jioiloipliin; Itochostor; ; Trinec Knironc; Harley, ormfed 

Pari of Oxford ; St, .John, oroaUrd Viricount !’i>lin£5broke; Gburlca 
Sponcer, Pari of Sunderlatul; Sir K(»bert Walpole ; Charles Mordaimt, 
llrirl of IVtcrlioroujirh ; fleneral, afterwaril Karl Stanhope; Ahigail 
Hill; Hr. Sachevcrell; Uic Dukes of Shrewsbury, Argyll, and Somerset. 

Chh'/ Coufanfiorart} Sorercitm^. 

FrtiiiPD. Spain. 

Louis XIV., l(jKJ 'l”li)- Philip and Charles (rivals). 


WirddAnCs .encco^fior, Anne, was a very dllTerent sovorcign. 
William had towered head and slumlders above most of tlio statca- 
charactor of i»on of Ijis lime; he had been his own minister of 
AJiae. foreign alVairs and his own comrnunder-in-chief, and 
bis wishes had beoii the principal iiilhience in tlufpolicy of England 


both at lionie anti abroad. Anno, on Iho other hand, took her ideas 
from others, and luid long been under the gnitlanco. of her imperious 
frioml, Marlborough's wife. It Marlborough, therefore, and not 
Anne, wlio rcnlly became the rnler of England, atnl for a long time 
ho was the guiding spirit both at homo and abroad. 

By inclination Slarll'orougli^yas a Tory, and hegavc the chief places 
in thg goveriimcnt to Tories, himself was commander-in-chief* 
Nottingham was Secretary of State, and Godolphin 
France. Treasurer. In pursiiance of WillianPa plan, 

war was at once declared against France, and England entered the 
field as tho supporter of Charles of Austria, who claimed the crown 
of Spain in opposition to Philip of France, tltc grandson of Louis 
XIV. The war was carried on both in Spain itself and in the 
Netherlands. Louis had ovormn the Netherlands w ith bis lroop3|; 
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and Marll>or<i!igh pafv-sed ov«r to Honan<| vvit}» Knglish troops to 
lieJp the Dutch to driyo thoju out. ^Mariy of the small sUtos of 
Germany were on tlie nide of Aiistria, nnd were lighting fho Frencli 
on the Rhine, wl»i!e the Prince Kngeno of Savoy was helpings the 
Aastrians to prevent tlio French from seizing Milan. 'rUeru may lie 
said, therefore, to have heon four scats «>f war. 

In 1702 SlarlWrongli’s great explvlt wan to capttuc Licge^ for 
which iio w|js made a Duke and r evived a jwtision of a 

year. In 1703 he made hiniself master of tljo lower course of the 
Uhme, on whicli Bonn is the cliief f«>rtrcrus, uml 
thus sccimjd his cunununieatiotjs willt his allie s on oxK-miion» 
the Rhino. TJiC next year, 1704, the Klector of 
Ba%'aria joined the Frcnelj, who r'Cnt a largo army, under Tallard, 
with orders to unite with his forces, arid thou to lenuiriato the war 





by capturing Vienna itself. Marlb^ugh, however, divined their 
plan, and leaving a strong forcri^V) w'atch tlic No*herhmds, he 
marched with a ndxcd army of i^nglishinen and Ihitchmen up 
the Bliine, and joining the Imperial army, under the Margrave of 
Badon, destroyed the Bavarian forccji near Donauwerth. He was 
then joined by Prince Eugene. Ilie two became fimi frieufls, 
and they immediately advanced against Tallard. 

That general and the Elector of Bavaria drew up tlieir forces at 
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I»Icnhcifn, on tlie Danubo. Their lino was at right angles to Uio 
BAttieof river, on which their rights posted in the village of 

sienhAim. Blenheim, rested; ftieir front was defended small 

stream. Tallard commanded Iho centre and right; tlie Ele(?tatftnd 
flio French Marshal Marsin led the left. Marlborough threw tbo 
bulk of his force against the French cctitre and left, and heal 
theni, and fhen pasHing to the rear of Blenheim cut off the troops 
there from their friends, arid forced Ihenr to sarrend )r. Tullard 
hiiT'self was captured, and the French tlvoroiighly nilncd. 

The victory of; Blenheim saved Vienna and tire canso of the alhes, 
and tiio Knglisli were so proud of the Huccess ajid so thankful for 
their relief, that Barliameut a‘?kod the queen to give Marlborough 
the estate of Woodstock, near Oxford, and a pension for himself 
and bin tlescendants. Had Marlborough been, beaten at Blenheim, 
Vienna would almost certainly liave been hiken; England would 
have been invaded, and probably the line of trames H. I'ostorcd. Tlio 
Capture of year Sir George Uookc and 8ir Cloudesley Shovel 

Gibraltar. ; captured Gibraltar, the fortified rock winch guards tho 
narrow straits which unite the Atlantic and the Mediterranean—a for¬ 


tress wliich haa increased in value to England from that day to this* 
In 1705 Marlborough was able to take the offensive against the 
nffariborouffh French, who had tried to guard the MetlieTlanda by 
ofSTsivo constructing a series of defences from Antwerp to 
A^innt the Kamur. Marlborough, liowcver, ^'leverly made Im 

Battle of through, and tho next year, ITOG, ho again 

ilefeatcd the French at the battle of Ramillies, 

In this battle, as at Blouhcim, the French army occupied a strong 
position. Their line was formed like a crescent along some rising 
ground, their left being defended by a marsh. Marlljoroiigh, how¬ 
ever, recognizing that, if he coiil<l not get across tho marsh, neither 
could die French, conceutrat^'C^the mass of hts forces for an attack 
on th# Frcncn right; and, havirj the shorter distance to march, he 
was iiiiw superior at tho p«)int of attack, and succeeded in taking 
from/the French the highest point in their position, caded the 
Mound of Ottomond^ from which his cannon could sweep the whole 
of ttife French Hues. The French were forced to retreat precipitately, 
an<r asi Mar|lH>rough was no^ a position to take in the rear 
the French troops whd‘were hirther than he was from the French 
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li’onHer, ibey were to cvAcnato Antwoq*, anil 

Ghent, ami coniine tljomftdv'os (o dofon^linp; the (tontier town^, iif 
which the chief were Lille, Touniay, and Nasnnr, 

In 1707 there was no great haltlci but in 1706 Marlborou»^h anti 
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iMilOO Eugene beat the French, un^jfr Vend^nic, at Oiutenarde^ and 
took tho great town of Lille. The next year Tourn/iy Battle of 
feu, and tho ^me year the allies formed tlic siege of 
,.Mon». Vijlats alone among the great French leaders had not Ifeen 
d^i^ted, and he with a large force advanced to raise Batu» of, 

the MarlborongU met him at Malp^^ucL ^ ^^®***^**^ 

The slanghter was dreadful. The FremSh were ^ghting behind 
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<‘;irtliw<jrk:i ajul fulleii tree;^, but in tbe eti*l tlicy were forced to 
retire, and -Moiih at once capitulated. Idlle, Tourtuiy, and Morm 
were now in the hands of the allien, and tlie road to France was open. 

Mcnnwhilo in Spain fortune had boon very In kle, The Knj^lUh 
loaders there wore Clniiloti Moi(ban»t, Karl i>f Peterborough, an 
Thowar erratic but able man, celebrated for the recklessness 
So Spain. rapidity of iiis movements, and General Stau- 

ho|>c. In 1705 tbe allies capturc<l P»arcoli>na, an<l in IJOG Galway, 
a Kremdii refir.^t.'o general, witli an army o& aliio’?, raptured Madrid, 
while Pelciborongh suecessfully d<*fended Ikvreclona; lait in 1708 
tho allies wove beaten at Alinun/a by tlie l>uki: of IkTwick, a 
natural won of James 11,, and nephew «if llu.‘ Ihiko of Marlborough, 
Capture of Madlid was iveapiured. However, tho same 

iflUnorca. year {.iciicral Stanhope took Minorca, one of the 
Jbdeario Isles. In Italy, on the whole, the French bad tho better, 
but there Rcscrnod little ohiinoo of decisive succcsh. 

Under these ciremiistances, in 1710 negotiations were entered 
into at Gcrtniydcnberg. L<miw was willing to give up tho clainw of 
incffectuAi kiw gnuulsoii, but the allies actually askotl him to agree 
ncffotiation. help tlieiii in e.\]>ejling hijii from Spain, and to 
this the French king would not consimt. vVceordingly the war went 
on, and tliat year M?irlboiongh iuossiul the fr<mtier and captured 
Capture of Pouav, a fortress on French soil. In Spain, StanhoyKi 
Douay. p^ttlos of Alnicnara and Sjirngossa over the 

AJmonar* wwi ; but, by a turn of fortune, before tho closo 

Soxaffossa. of the year he was himself defeated and captured 
by Vendome at Ihihuega. 

Pui'suing tho policy of Cromwell and Charles -II., tho EngliaU 
fleet tlmuighout tho war had been attacking tho French colonies, 
and, besides annexing Gibraltar and Minorca, wo also 

Policy of Einf* 1 f* » , , , ^ 

land towards secured Jscwi *11111111 nd, ami captured the Ireiich 

the coiottie«4i fiettlomeiit of which is now called Nova Scotia. 

All attack was also made upon Canada, but it w'as not successful. 

Wo must notv return for a timo to aflaire at home. Marlborough 
Ohaiksa in the had, as W'c saw*, formed a mixed ministry, but ho soon 
found that on tho Whigs alone could he rely for oncr- 
tion. getic support in the w-ar policy; so he first of all re¬ 
placed the strong Tory, Nottingluiin, by the moderate Tories, ITarlcy 
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and Jolin* In 17(Hj Saii<k>ikm1, a slroiig -^on of Januk H.k 
iBiiiister, aud Bon-in-law vf ^furlboroupdi, wa?? jjiado h?t;cretary of 
Id 170S t'von tlio looilenitc T<a-Io8?, Ilaik y anxi Ht. .John, 
Iftft the niiriif.try, and Ih'bt^vl Vvalpolc, nftoiwavda iho faniinM IVinio 
Minister^ joined it. In t)>i» way the character of tlie adniiiiia'' 
trttUon was gr-nUiaily changed. 

event ol povix>d tho Union Iw.twceti Eng'/uid 
and t5eotUi'»4|. Since the aect'vision t'f .huncH f,, tiju Iwi; ( oajntrieK, 
excej'dior a short lime J’i)ih'r<.h ';>v,veh, ha<l had .'-nna- 
rate l arlifttnentii, ami had, in faerj been indt'iicndcnt Junsri.tua ami 
of each other. Tins arraiigenu-nl had imt work'd »c«tinaa. 
well, and botii cxnuitvics had sonielhing to coinnl.iin of. ^fhe chief 
grievance ot the Scots was, th;\t hy (!>e t<jrms of t)n> navlgaiioit 
lawfi they w'crx? not alt.nved (o irad*.' willj the I'htglisli coionh?^; on 
tJio otljcr iiandj the English were fifrnid that the ScolSj Ijv not 
accepting t)»c Act of Settlement, might at A muds d'Mfh Separate 
the two crowaiH. '^Ih.e Seek, tt'o. f.,-av« d that, if the tw*o conntiica 
wore niiitcd, the I'ro.sl<yl<?naM < Imie'h i.d Scodaial nilglit f-nllhr^ and 
that the laws and ouritoms of tlu-ir oouniry altered. ‘Hiey 

also feared that they W'oiiM huv»:! to a'ldilton.d taxes to pay off 
tho Knglish National .iJcht, At Anne's (he Sci-i;- wore 

wriarting umJor the failure of the Jhn ien '•ch-.-me. In ^ n»reof 

lt*09 a body of Scottish C'd'.’nists had lii’cn out tiioJOnriytt 

to occupy tiic lutl^niis of Darien, A ^ ihe Sj>anur‘.U 
churned the soil on whh.h It wnis planted, and saw that the co!«>rky 
could only bo formed to tra*.le, contrary’ to Spanish lavs’, witli the 
Spankh colonie.s, they were naturally hostile. Tlio cHinate wa« 
aulioalthy, and ^ho Scots laid in.dthc resources to make their station 
a commercial mart. The K< hcmc failed, ai»d tlie gieater part of 
the settlers perished mi.serahly. The Scok threw the blame on 
England, and their vising hoMih'ty hofan to be very tlireatening. 

William caw clearly tliai the remedy lay in tht* uniori of tho 
two Farliamcntfl and the operjing of ull trade to both cotnut ins, and 
his dying suggestion xvas that cr>rnmi;?.J:ionf»rH should -^p^nuam** 
meet to settle the terms of imioii. Commissioners, suittroatton for 
accordingly, met in 1702, but no agrecmeTit was 
come to. The Scots wero .still more annoyed, and in 1703 the 
Scottish rariiatnent resolved that Pn.a-bytcriarilrrti was the only 
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li tie Church of Christ in th<5 kiiigtlom, And parsed a Bill of Secunty» 
Attiturt® of roscrvuig to the Scottish Purluimejit Uio right of ro* 
tn« Scot®, fusirig to acknowledge the Bueccssot to tho throne 
nanjod by Knglami, At tho same tiino they J^ransferred tho right 
of tiforninating tho groat officovs of State from the Crown to 
Farlmmeiit. Tiiia atiitiido of tho Scots made war probable, so it 
was mot by an act of tlic English Farliaineiih introduced by tlic 
Whig, Somers, by wluelr it was doclarcd llmt alter Cliystinas, l70d, 
Prepai'Ation® aH Scolchnieti were to ho jegardod as aliens. AU 
Tor war. imporlAtJou of Scottish goods to England was pro¬ 
hibited, and orders were givon to ro-fvn tify tho border towns. 

It was now clear that Kngliunl was in cariiost, and the com- 
missioner»y again met. The chief ddlieulties concerned the Church, 
Term® of ' tho law, and tins taxes. On all tJieso points Kiigkud 
union. gjivo way, and the Union was coinpletod in 1<07. 
Tho Established Church of Scotland, and tho Scottish laws and 
judicial procedure, ivcrc scoured. Tl> cqualizo tho burdens of the 
two nations, England paid Scotland £308,000, which was to be used 
to pay oir ilie Scottish national debt and indemnify tho sliarcholdors 
of the Darien cojnpany. Tite coinmereiui advantages of England 
wore thrown open to tho Scots without resen’o. TJio Scots were pat 
to bo liable to any taxes whioli had already been voted by the EuglisU 
I’arliument* It was arranged, on the other hand, that tho title of the 
United Kingdom was to he Great Britaiu. Tho were to have 
no Boparato Parliament, hut fmly-five meiuhors lor Scotland were 
to sit in the House of Gonmions, and sixteen peers, chosen at each 
general election to repiesoiittho peers of Scotland, were to sit ia the 
Uouso of Lords. No new- Scottish peers were to created. 

At first the Union* was most nnpopiiiar in Scotland. Both 
counhies, however, gained by tho Union, Enghuid waa relieved 
Besttit of from a great dtyiger; and wlnlc Scottish suscoptihiU- 
tho union. „ matters ^ religion and law woro fully con¬ 

sidered, the advanbige which she gained by being allowed to tiade 
with tho English colonies was well worth a email sacrifice of acnri-- 
ment, Tho Union made tlio fortune of Scotland. The rapid growth 
of Glasgow and of the manufacturing industries of the Lowlaxuk bear 
testimony to her improved fortune, while in recent yaara the 
popularity of Higliland scenery which now attracts thousands of 
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English viaihjrs yearly, ar*a tlie romlence uf the cciirt at BaUinjral, 
Isavo drawa cJoije the bi>i!i(la of sympathy between llie two xmtivns. 

The year after Uaimi the discontent of the Soots fencouragoU 
tiie French to timke an atlompt to i^tir up a Jacobite relnjlliwi in. 
ScoUaUii; buttite \vatc!ifulj!ic??s of the KngHsh cnu?wjrs 
prevented the French troops from laatiing, while tjio ^xp^dition to 
delay of the Pielender^ who was hiiidt j’eil from tiail- ^siooiumt. 

iug by an ntuick of meaidee, deprived the expedition of it« 
chfuico of success. ^ 

In spjte, however, *jf thexe great achievements, Marlborough^a 
ministry lost populuvily. At iirst tho Whigs gained ijrni>i>puiftrity 
imwer, but gradually the hmg Wur iirc.l the patieuco ptfr^gh-H 
of tlio nation. Thera was, howevt.T, lit lie chance of minsatrjr. 
displacing them as long as they retained their irdlMence with the 
cpicoii; but Ilarlcy and St. John, vvlio «iru o the,ir dismissal in 1708 
bad been tJm leaders of tlio op[H;s}tion, had contrived to replace the 
Duchess of Marlbormigh in the queen’s alTectiun by Mrs. Abigail 
nillj a cousin both of Harley aiivl of tho dneliofiS, a Tory and 
High Church woman. Still the mituMtry, stv(.>ng in the support of tho 
commercial aud middle classes, its own; but in ^ 

I « ... . Pro»0cxniou 

1710 they made a great mistake in prasccnting Hr. a/i>r. 
Sacheverell, a strong Tory* who liad attacked tho 
government in a sermon preached on “ ixirils amongst fidso brethren.’* 
in this he denouj^ed llio miitirtry as enemies of the (diurch. This* 
prosecution made Sachevcroll tho martyr of tho High Church 
party, and forty thousand copies of his sermon w'ere sold, A great 
reaction took place in favour of the Tories, Anno jt«nct*ontn 
herself attcndgil the trial, and her coach was favour of 
surrounded by the mob, Hhoullng, “Wo hoi>o your t*^**^®*^*®- 
nugesly ia for High Church and Dr. Sacheverell ” Anno seired 
the tern of the tide to dismiss h:}f ministerp, and replace them 
by Tories^ under tlio lead of Hc^ey and St. John.* Shrewsbury 
became Secretary of State, and Ormond Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. 
MarU>orongh alone was still retained in tho command of tlm army. 

In 1711, however, the ministry, taking advantage of the indigna¬ 
tion caused by tlie attempt of a Ffeuchroan, namod vindi«tiv«qa.«i» 
Qfiiscardr to assassinate Harley, ventured to dismiss 
tho Dacbesa of ^Marlborough, and then to deprive oovoaeata* 
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the i>iikc btiOKoIf of all his offices* Every cflbrt was raado to 
convict tUiko of peculutioin It was well known that he was 
tbiiil of money, an<l that ho hatl made largo taims tlirongh per¬ 
centages from the moneys that Imd pass^-d throngh his hands os 
c»)minandordn"diief; blithe sucoossrulJy showed that he had done 
nothhig whieli was irregnlar, and tiie criminal prosecution had to bo 
dropped. At the same tune Robert Walpole, who had siippoited 
Marlhorongh as Secretary at War, was impeached for ]>c*datioii,and, 
tlumgli hiMguilt was donhtfn), was sent to thtV-Tower. This vindictive 
attack on their opponents only alienated from the Tories those fair- 
minded people who had formerly been di>giistcd by the proHecution 
of Dr. Sacheverc'll. 

The first object of the new miui^lry was the conclusion of j>eaco 
with France. In this they were 0 |>posed l>y the Whigs and by 
Th«Tory Iho I'birl of Nottingham, who, though a Tory, now 
poiicjr. noted witli the opposition. As the price of Notting¬ 
ham’s aid, the Whigs agreed not to oppose the Occasional Con¬ 
formity Dill which the liigh Tories Imd long advocated. By the 
Test and Covporatioti Ai.'Is no one could be a lueinber of a corpora¬ 
tion, or hoM a eivil or military ofiieo under the crown^ unless 
lie had taken the Sacrument according to the English form* 
l^fiiny Nonconformists had no objection to do tin's once, and then 
attended their own chapels as usual. TJiis practice was called 
Occasional Conformity. The Tory majority in June’s first House 
of Commons had three times passoil a bill to prevent it, but on each 
occasion the bill was thrown out by the Whig majority in the Poors. 
It was now brought forward again, and passed both Houses without 
opposition in 17U, * 

At the close of tbo year, as the Whigs and Nottingham had a 
majority in the llou?c of T.(wds, Anne, by Harley’s advice, created 
creotuonof twelve new Tct^ peers. This act smootlied the way 
DOW pears. • governine^. to the conclusion of peace, but 

the step naturally created great indignation among the Whig Peers. 
One of these, Lord Wharton, jestingly asked the new comers 
whether they voted singly or through their foreman,” as though 
they had been a jury. 

Marlborough’s place as commauder-in-chief w%as taken by Ormond, 
but no further movements were attempted, and in 1713 the 
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war was brought to a conclu>U'tt I'V. tijc IViaoc of tTlfechb 

This peace w^« vi cainproini.se. 'i'hc ArclKiuhe hsnl 

becocie Kmperor in 1711, so that his iiccor^sion wouhl 

have been even more ilaiigetous tluui iliut of I'hilip. rhili|f of 

France, thcrofure, was mad*: King of Sj-aiu; on the other Jiaitd, it 

was stipulated ih.at the crowns of Franco and Spain t-hould Ucvcj* 

be iitabjd. Austria received the NciJjorhmds, so Unit their lino of 

fortresses, wliich were to be jvartly garrisoiu-d by l>ut<*h troop??, 

might be a barrier betwwon Fratjco and lIollaiuL 'fo Austria also 
- - ^ 
went Milan, Kiipk'.s, ami S^ardinia. Sicily was given to Savoy, lu 

Kuropc, Kugland kept (.Jibrahar aiid Minorca. In tbe Kew World 
the SpanLsh colonics were kept by Spain, but Fngland received tlio 
vabialdo luonopmly of llie slave trade, and the riL'lit of sending one 
ship a year to trade with the Spanish colonics'. Ijtglujjd also, kept 
Acadie (now called Nova Scotia) and the Island of St. (..'hristopher 
in the West Indie.*?. Her right to NcwfonfidUnd and to the 
lIud^iOTi^B Bay territory was also i^:ecnr<;•d. Louis agreed to ac¬ 
knowledge Iho Vrotestaid BucccKsion, 'I'o these, tenns Aufitria iind 
llolknd gave their consent. Tlio treaty of Ulrc‘hl was thought 
at the time not to bo \v<..'ri}iy of Knglund’s acceptance, and wo 
behaved badly in nut getting lu lter toinu; for the Spanwrda who 
had fought for Charles .and fur the AustiianJ- and Dutch. Notting¬ 
ham and Iho Whigs dhl all they could to ojj[>oso its eondushm, but 
tho voles of the «|fW 'lory majority carried tijo d-iy fj)r the court. 
On the whole tho advantages gained by Lngland itself w'orc very real. 

Having settled this inipof taut marltcr, the Te-ry Ica^hfi-H had timo 
to consiiler tho policy of the future. Anne’s deatli could not l*o 
long delayed, aiy;l it bcc;unc a question whether tliey Theq,ue«tion 
.‘should support the succession of Sopliia, or try to of th* 
bring l^ck the Pretender. There was very little en- 
thuaiasm in Uxe country for cither (daltjant ; so it was quite pussible 
that a detenniiied ministry rnighy^iirn the .scale, it has n(?ver 
been quite ascertained what the policy of the ministry wuh 'J'lie 
two leaders, Viscount Bolingbroko (formerly St. John) 
and tlie ICarl of Oxford (formerly Harley), were not 
agreed. The latter was cornstitulionaliy tiinifl and fond of corn- 
promise; the former w’as b<>ld and enterprising. Po^siVdy all Bolings* 
broke w ished, was to make a Tory govtrnmcid necesHary to life House 
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of Ifanover. Whatove*: was Uieir ultimate iiitentionj tho ministry 
tvorked hard to accure the aseondcnoy of the Torie^. They made 
Onnoiid warden of the Cinque Forte, which Commanded tho aoutli 
co^st, .and they disniissetl maiiy oGicore wlio were known to he 
(levhtod to Marlborough. These Rtepsj naturally roused the llanO- 
vcriah party, and a motion was made in Parliamentr to i^k the 
electoral prince, 8oplna''s grandson, who was afterwards Oed'go H., 
to come over and represent his family hi Knglandit liolingbroko 
tl^n made a boM push to win the Tories by introducing fresh legis¬ 
lation against tlio Dissenters. TJiis was tho Schism Act, by which 
no one was allowed to keep a public or pi ivat<j school unless ho Was 
a member of tho Church of Englaikd, and licensed by tlio bishop 
of the diocqso. This intoierant iiicairure \vtt.s passed, in spite of the 
eloquent protest of thirty-three peers; hut it wrecked the nimlstiy. 
Fy birth and cHlucation Oji.ford was a Nonconfomiuit, and ho h*ad 
no sympatliy with such an action; and Bolingbroke, iiuding biiQ 
hesitate, had him dismissed from tho ofticG of Lord Treasurer, 

It now seemed as if Bolingbroke w-ould have it all his own way; 
but within a few days Anne became dangerously iU. lu this crisis 
Th« Hano- Dukes of Shre^vsbnry, Argyll, and Somerset acted 
v«jri£ui auc- together, Sh rewsbury, who had fw a young man called 
ceasioaaecurou. William of Orange, Wits, by their request, made 

Lord Treasurer. This move destroyed Bolingbroke’s power, and 
secured the Frotestaut succession. Oxford liad^been dismissed on 
July 27; on the 29th Shrewsbuiy took oftice; on August 1 Anno 
died. Tho country was thus taken by surprise. If the Torice ha<l 
prepared any plans, they liad had no time to put them into exwu- 
tioii; and immediately Uie queen was dead, tlio IVh^ lords, with 
Shrewsbury at their head, earned into effect the atrangemente 
which had l>een prepared to secure the succession of tlie Protestant 
heir. Sophia herself had two months before her coosin ; so 
the successor wtis her son G^ige, Elector of Hanover, who was 
proclaimed King of England as George I. 
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THE BOUSE OF BAKOVER 



XIX.-THE KINGS OF FHANCE SINCE m4. 


rhilip^ 

Duke of Orhmttf 
* a. 1710. 

♦ I 

riiilip (j{ej:;ent)], 
iL n:i3, 

great-«'reat-graad- 
f Ather of 


Louis xin., 

1«09-UJ43. 

__I_ 

Eouls^XIV., 

1013-1715. 

Louis (<lfm|.tl>in), 

4. 1711. 

I 

, ir.."""I 

Louiy, Philip, Kin:? ot Spain, 

Duke of UurgnnJv, 4. 1710. 

d. i7ij: ■ j 

liOUis XV., « FonJiimnd Charles, 

1715'1771. of Spain. King of Naples. 

Louis (dauphin), 
d. I7h.n 

I 

! *” ■ ‘1...“‘1 

LouUXVl., liOuiK XVIII., Charles X., X.onis Phtlippek, 

.1774-17£'3. lS20- 

j . «4. . • I 


Louis XVML, 
never rdgucil, 
d. 171^6. 


abdicated. 
(.Grandfather 
of the Count 


! 


J . J, 

_ _ Duke of Duke 

de Chanibord, Orleans, frAutndle 

who died d. 1842, 

n ithout children, } “ 

1884. • f/Owr\t- da 

-Vans, 
d. IS31. 

I 

Philip, Duke of Orleans, 

XK.«-THE HOUSE OF STUART. 

James II,, 

U>85-hi88, d. 1701, 

^ I 

.lames 11L 
(the. 01(1 4'rotett(feT>, 

.Lr76:>. 


Charles Kdward 
(the Young Pretender^, 
d, 1788. 


I. 


llenrv. Caitlinal, 
d. 1807. 






XXI.-^THE HOUSE OF HANOVER. 


OeorgQ I., 

1711 i7:‘7. 

.. _^ 

Sophia :« rrf'>.lf:rlrk M'ilHam, 
1 7 '21 ■■ 17 «>, 1 K i ng 0 { I^russ in. 

.1 . I 

I Irft'lcr.ok lUt'^ Grrnt.. 

___I. 

Fiiilcrick, -.t: Willinw, 

Prince of WulfU, of Saxe-Ooihsi. of Cuoiherlftflti, 

d. I751< <J. 17o«>. 

Q-Corgd III., ^ Sophia rhnrlotto 

r/tiU 1820. I of McH;kh,nhuri^-Strtlitr, 


Gteorga IV., ~ Caroline Frederick, William IV., Rdwaril, 


1820^1830. of 1 hike of 18;i0-Ji<;:7. Duke of 

I Brunswick. Vork. Kent. 

Princess d. 1827. d, 1820, 

Charlotte, j 

fl. 1817. j' 

Victoria Alhcrt 


of Saxp-Cohiirg-, 
d. W*l. 



f \ , < ^ j I 

Princess ss Crown AlWit Edward, Duke cf D«k© of Deoj^oM, 
Reyal. Prince of Prince of Walc^, Edinburgh. O.nnaught, d. 1884. 
Prussia* [ 1 11 


Albert Victor Edward, 

d. 1802. 


fjeorfff, n PrifjcfeFS May 
Duke of } of Teck, 
York. 


Patrick Andrew David. 





criAPTia; i. 


Or.oK<}K 1., 1714'1727 (13 veais). 

Born ICCO; inarrliul, 10B2, Kophi.*! of JlruiLswick. 

Chu'f (.VvdMctcrs (./ f/tt? AViya.—VUcouiJtTownsImnd ; Sir Pobcrt Walpole j 
Karl Stanhojto ; Sunderland; the Karl oC Mar; the Puke of Ar^jyll; 
Kor-itor; Ai:*lal»le ; Ihdirij^jhroke ; Atterbury ; Kurd Carteret; Joseph 
Addison ; Ocati Swift; rulleney. 

Oi iff iX'U tfmpnr< tr// &) I'luyitj ns. 

France- SpAin. 

Uuis XIV., d. I7J5. Charles XU., d. 171S. rhilip V., cl. 174d. 
Louis XV., d. 1771, 

T(u, Iho arriYal of the new kin^, the government was carried on 
hy the seven gn?at olTicers of Slate, and eij^^htoen Lords Justices.’* 
Charaoterlatics Tn Se[d('mht‘r, George liimseU* arrived irt England. 

of oeoTtfe I. many excellent qualities. He was 

diligent and business-like, kind to his friends and forgiving towards 
his enemies, and ho was nniversallv regretted bv the inhabitants of 
Hanover. Cut he w'as not likely to bo a very {H».jndar king, for hb 
meritH made little show, wliile his failings wore easily seen. He 
WAS fifty-four years of age, arnl tliorefoio not likely to exchange the 
habits of Germ.any for those of England; and he was not able to 
speak English. As w'as also natural, ho cared more for his old 
subjects tlian Itc did for his now ones. Cut, when tins has been 
said, the w^orst has been tojd; and George had one great merit 
which in tl^o eyes of Englishmen ought to outweigh all defects. 
He thoroughly trusted his miifsters, and tliough he often wished 
to have his own way in Hanover, he allowed them to do what tliey 
thought best in England. Such a king was exactly what Englainl 
wanted; for, under George's unostentitious rule, the system of party, 
govenjment which \ve have seen growing up during the lost two 
reigns took root and became a recogriized principle of the English 
constituUoii. 
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Ufilike Willuiift flaiA Ocor^t; nKnle rjo fittwiiipt to 

formii a riuxe<l inimstiy, lait at. once guvi^ hin rvinJultuiCi) to tlio 
Whigs; and Towns!ic-ud. Stan!i‘>po, ami Wa!p<>!o 
I'JOCame tlie Isadora uf a now adininiHtratiof}. Towns- n>ini»i*V. 
.hotid WAS A conscientious l-nt not a brilliant stAteAumri, who had 
KOOtl businf-ss onalitios, and ha.l «]ts<ingiiishetl hims<.«lf ns a nog^Hiator. 
SUkiihopt? had chinny known as :i genonil in Sj^ain, whom fiOr,' 

had been popular* It is related tlnit be always said ‘n.V.in»<i 
on,” And not ‘^.10 on,” to Ijis rnorn At bonna ho had bdetn ‘sk 
}ea<lmi; p.art in the prostsaition of Sacln'.verell. WfdpAdo luil dia- 
tinpnshcd ]\iinsoif ns Si'Orclary at War, and his proseontion in 17tl 
had rawed him into llic friont rank among tbo Whig hjadors. 

The question at oiicc aro.se. What was to be <iori»'i with the Icaderar 
of the late iin’rastiy, who wore accused by the Whigs of having 
.sacrtlice<i: English interests by the treaty of Utrecht, Aciionorth 4 » 
and of having intrlgnod to restore the IVetciider? It w»ini*tnr 
was dcterniined to impeach them; but Uolingbroko oftha 

a,nd Ormond tied to Franco, and 0*\r'.>rd alone was 
alTC8t<^l and coirimittod to tlu? •’lower, llolingbroko and Ormond 
were attainted in tbelr ab!; encc. Tbo elect loos which t«Sok place 
on the accession of Oenrg*^ had been tho scones of such riots 
and dis<^rder!? that a .Uiot Act was iKassed, by which ^ 

tho magistrates wore empowered to employ soldiers 
to break up any ^loh of more than twelve persons wdu) refused 
to dif.‘pC'r«e when ordered to do bo in the king’s name. This Act 
etni nunain.s in force, 

Tho riots were otdy Bymptoms of tlio prevalence of a very 
dangerous feeling. There is no doubt that Jacobitism, as adhcrcnco 
to the cause of tho Stnarts w.as calk*!, was very x>»n««rt>w» 
widespread, though in England no iriKurrcction )iad fcMkimir sw ta« 
the siigldest chance wdiich was notf backed by a 
regular army. In Scotland, dis.sa^sfaction with tho 1?nion, Joined 
to the usual antagonism of tho Highland clans to constituted 
authority, were tlionght likely to make a succewTul revolt pos¬ 
sible, and in 1715 the Earl of Mar in Scotland, rii*urr«otio«i« 
mid in England, Forster, member for Xorlhumber* Nwrth. 

land, and the Earl of Penveritwater attempted an inauTrectiou. 
In Scotland, as usual, the government were able to depend on the 
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followers uf Arjjf^n, wlillo the dwcuntent of tfic l.owhunUrs waa 
wot siifficioiilly strong to overcome their usual suspicion of llio 
lilghland duns. Consf^pjcntly. Argyll was able to bar Uie roftrl 
from Perth to Stirling, and 80^*10 confine the Scottish insurrection 
to the Iliglilumls. (hily a small detachment was sent by Mur to 
join the English insurgcnls. Both insurrections failed. Mar 
Battioof fought a doiibtful l.>at.tlo w'itK Argyll at SherrifiTtmhV, 
EherrtrnnuJr. Argyll still held the road 

to ntirling, go the real advantage lay with him. The same day (ho 
English insurgents were forced lo surrender at Proston. After the 
battle of Shernfimuir, the PreUiidor himsolf orune over j but ho 
brought iidthcv troops nor pcrsorial ability to the aid of hiw followers, 
and, after a very short stay, ho and Mar dc'serted tbolr army and 
made the best of their way to Franco. For their share iii the 
insurrection, Derwent water and a few others were executed; Forster 
escaped from piison. 

The miserablo fiiilure of thoso insurroctfons showed clearly that 
no rising N\as likely to be sucoessful whicli was not aided by a 
Oeor«f«’a foreign force. Such an army might he supplied hy 
foreittn policy, p’j.i^ncc, Spain, or Sweden, and tho foreign fwltcy of 

George's ministers nvas chiefly directed to prevent such aid being 
given to the .Jacobito j-arty. Fiance bccamo much more friendly 
after the death of Louis XIV., which happcnt?d in 1715, whilo 
the rebellion w’as going on. Hi.*? siicc(*Ksor \v,?.s his gi'cat-grand- 
son, Louis XV., a little l>oy in delicate health, who was under tlio 
regency of Ins cousin, tiie Duko of Orleans. The next heir to 
the throne was Philip of Spain, but hiS succession was barred by tho 
treaty of Utrecht, and Oilcans, wlio hoped to be liing himself^ was 
therefore ready to join England in support of (lie treaty. There 
wa§ nothing, therefore, to fear from France. Spain was more 
<kngerou3, for tho Spanish minister, Alberoni, was an able atidi 
ambitious man, who was ar^jous to regain for Spain some of 
tho dominions »ho had lost at the treaty of Utrecht SpainV 
policy was llierefore dangerous to both Franco and Austria, and 
England and Holland joined with them to form, in 1718, a 
Tb^auadrupu T^adruplo alliance for the maintenance of the treaty 
troafcy. of Utrecht. Against this corabination Spain was 
powerless. Open war had never been declared, but Admiral Bytig 
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in 171B (k’i^trdyetl tiic Sp;i5jii4i which wau throatoiiin^^ 
Sicily, ofT Caj>»j P^ifisaro, aiul tho next year the S|va«ii».nJ^ laink<l 
ft force fit Glenshich in the liigliiaiulSj wliicli wan (kiVated 
without (linicrJty. The hoMirdy of Swt-deo was dno tf» 
chasio hy Haiios*cr, froni tho Kiiig of Ikinnaik, vjf fho distiiots 
of Bremen ami Vcrilcfi, near the niomh o( tlui Klhe, which hiul 
foriMoilv bclofUfcl to Swedon. 'Djis enruaed lijio warlike (’harlf^ft 
Xlt, Swea.-fo (IcunfCi ftijfl he (heuj^ht 

of hcl(an;:^ the dacvlaiiiB hy larullo^j an army in Scial.uid; hut in 
1718 he waB killed chuint; an invataon of Norway, so lliH danj^cr 
passed away. 

At home the chief measure of tljc f^ovornment liad 1 h‘cji the 
passing of tl'ic SoplenTiial Act. By tfiv Act, «»r l(>94, BailUnictit 
was nece<iSArIljr (]i.sBolved after it ha<l sat tlireo vti/irfj, SepicntUtti 
Tills would have cau.-:f'd a general idcclion in 1717, 
at the rnument’when the country had ju d. hei-a agitated hy rehcilion. 
To avoid this danger, an act was passed prolonging tln>, durati(5n of 
Parliament to wiven years, hut inti logger. This ^v*ns intended fo 
be ft temporary measure, hut it has never been repealed, li; was 
wittily ftaid at the tiinc (hat a triennial rarliament passed its iiivt 
year iti trying election p<?titk>ns, Us second la discicislng mca.sii'rcB, 
and its third in awaiting dksolutitm. 7’hc. Sepfemdal v\ct. made the 
policy of Parliftinent Icsjffiuctiiaiing. It also hrlpcd tho \\'h!g?s to 
consolidate their ^ow-er durir.g the longer iatorval bet ween on© 
general election and another. Iks clnef eflects at prc«ei)t arc to 
give ficourity against violeiit changes of policy, f<) sceure lime for 
tho party passions whieh a general election kiridh^s hi suhr-ide, and 
to give greater i&dcpcndcnce to the raetnbei's than they xvould have 
if elections w'cre more fre^pjcnt. 

in 1717 tho Whig triumvirate broke up. DifTcrenecs of cplniotf 
Ato^ t>etwe€n Townshend and Stanhope. Tim laUer wvia tlio 
favotuHc of the king, as he supported George’s llano- upof th« 
verian policy, which was the cause of o;ir trouble waj^p tnum- 
with Sweden. This w'as opposed by Townshend, who, 
in 1718, ceased to be Secretaiy of State, and became Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland; and next year Townnhend and WuIik*)® resigned 
altogether. With them retired Pulteney, an admirable st>eaker, 
wb<> wsi$ Ik great friend of Wa]|K>le. Stanliope then became leatog 
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miniHlcr, with Siunlcrlftiid and Adtlls^on, whose pen had done good 
ncrvico for tin; Whigs, as SocretarioH of State. 

Stiuihope was an aide and hroad*ininded miniider. Tfe held 
flio old Whig dislike of rt'ligious disahilities, and in 1718 he per* 
KopeRi ortho Kimded Parlunnent to repeal the Occasional Con- 

Conformuyajid Schism Acts. He would have liked, had 

Schism Acta, ho hocn aide, to liave relieved the Unman Catholics 
from some of their disahilities; hut even a Whig 1 Toiisoof Commons 
waft: so easily roused by the cry of “ The Church is in danger,” that, 
til is enlightened .statesman ha<l to deny hfmself the honour wliich 
such a measure would have conferred uj)on him. 

In opposition, Walpole so far forgot his Whig principles as to 
oppo.se the repeal of the Occasional (■unforjnily and Bchisrn Acts ; 
Xh«t»e©rn«o hut he was Ixdtor justified in rosinting the passage of 
S unde Hand’s Peerage Pill. The ohject of this hill was 
twofold. It was intended, in the ttrsf place, to prevent tho 
iranoverian kings from giving peerages to foreigners; in the second, 
to make it iiupossilde to create .a hatch of new peers, in order to 
overri<le the majority of the House of TiOrds, iw Harley had done in 
.A.nne’s reign. The. hill provided that only six. more peerages, 
beyond the then number of one hundred and .seventy-eight, might Imj 
<T oatcd. Extinct peerages were, however, to ho filled up, and, to 
ensure frequent vacancies, the new j)cenigcs were to Iks confined 
to heirs-inale. Tho hill passed the Lords readily, enough, Imt when 
it reached the Commons it was stoutly opposed by Walpole. The 
chief objections to it wore, that it made a now restriction upon tho 
prerogative of the crown, and that it removed any chance of bring¬ 
ing the peers into ngreement witli the popular bouse. Walpole, 
however, dealt with the matter by asking the Commons how they 
'Tould pass a hill to prevent themselves and their de.scendants from 
being made peers. Tliis argtnnont carried the day, and the bill was 
throwTi out.' Had it been pa6|cd tJie rule of tho Whig oligarchy, 
who were then in power, could have been made perpetual, and 
iqpthing sliort of a revolution could have broken do\^m the opposi¬ 
tion House of Lords if it set itself in resolute opposition to 

tlio Hou.’^ o** Commons. 

The sanf ^ rejection of the Peerage Bill witnessed 

the rise of 1^1® South Sea Scheme- The scheme took its origin 
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lV‘,'m the .siicocsa of the. S^juth Soa Cor!?j«any. This coiupAiiy hiuj 
been foim^kci in 1711 by an Act of Parhameiiit, Xh«South 8 «a 
which gitvc to it the oxclusivc right of tiNoVing In tho »cUem«. 
Ihiclfic Oeeiin, mui along tho ear^t co t.'st of Anjcrlca, from* tho 
Orinoco to CaiJO Horn, Hy the trculy of Utrecht fho moiiofMiIy <^f 
the slave fra<3e ha<l been sccnio<l for Kr»glaii<l, afi<l also |S!rnhssion 
to send one ship a year to the Spuni.sh colonicsS* 'fho company, 
ihercforc, ha«t tlourirtlicd, ami w'a.s vlcsirfjos of cxttoiiling itn loisiucss. 
At that time cverv oao was very ai^xiinis ahent the Kutlonal Debt, 
which was rmt only large in amount, hut liiol V>ocm l.vorrowcil, Nthciii 
the Hcvurity ofgovcninicnt was had, at a very lugh rate of interest. 
Accordingly, (lie company raid in cilct.t to tie; government, If 
we cjin get the fuudhoVlers to take i^^harcs in our <'oinpaiiy, in 
exchange for tho sIiareH they now hoM in tho Niitional Dold, wo 
shall then become your hoIo crctlilor, and sliall be willing to bo 
coTitont with only live per cent. iii{er<;.:l fnun yt»u, and the .share¬ 
holders shall have the inlvarirago of tho dilhucnco helwoeu tho 
interest they now rtv.elvo from yvrii, and the <rivido!id we Ikjjhj to 
declare. Moreover, tho having a regular incmno will he so nsefnt 
to us, that wo wall give you a bonus of sovtui and a liali tnillions, 
which you caii use at once iri ]>ayiT»g olf some of your Ifahiliiics. 

Tho schemo was thought so likely to h-emdit Hio conipauy tlmt 
tho Bank of Knghmd brought for\vui<l a rimllar project; but it 
was outbiddeii bv its rival, and r-trliamerit gave iU 

. , . Pmifamotit 

baiiCtlun to tho ongirntl propuiial. iue iinporianr, Baoctn>n* tiae 
question \va.;i whetiKT tho holders of the Naiionai Debt 
would exchange their stock fjr sharer.^ in tJic company. It was soon 
answered in tl^p afiirmativo, and no eager was tivcrybo<ly to hold 
shares in a company which had bucIi a brilliant future, that the value 
of sliares immediately began to rise. Nowadays any one who hjis 
savings can readily buy a little three per cent, (iovcrnnuint Stock, or 
take a few shares in a railway or other company j bMt*in thoiie dayit 
investment was not efu<y, the weafth of the country was iricreaBing, 
so hundreds of pci^ons flocked to buy South Sea stock, and a 
£100 share rose to bo worth £lOWh It was plain that, if five 
per cent, waa the u^>«al rate of iatcrost, the company rau-Bt make 
at least fifty per cent, for this price to pay; and, of course, tbii 
was most unlikely^. 
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The rage, however, for upccTilation waa jso great that otlwr 
coinpaniea came tho field. Some were sensible, and some 
Kt vi\i abaiird. One was ** for innuriug masteni aiid raistreassedi 
»c]tewe«. against fosses eemsed by tJie carelesenosy of si:;rViUila/’ 
anolhbr ^‘for a wheel for perpcliml motion,'’ and a third ^Sor 
carrying oti an nriderUiking of great udvanU^ge, but nobody to know 
what it is.” Tho South Sea Company prosocuUnl some of tho 
projectors of those alisurd BW'itidles, and their actiortj opened tho 
eyv;t^ of the nation to the rccklesHiiess of dheir own sponilation. 
Tlie sluires inunedialidy fell; every one wished lo sell, and no one 
\va.s willing to bay,ami the shares dropped to i’l.To npicco. There 
they stayoik whicli showed that the coinpany was {xofc'dly solveid, 
for X35 W’lW a very good |>reiuium ; but tlioso wiiu had given more 
lost their money. Tonible ruin ensued, and men and w'omcu of 
every class suiVered, while a fi*w who had sold out in time made 
vast sums. Among tlwse was Walpoli'. That minister had opposed 
tho bill, but Hs he had opposed overytldng else that StanhojM^ 
brought furward. Ids word had not liad much weight. Ilia opposi¬ 
tion, liowev'or, now stood him in goo^l stead, and Iso was eagerly 
called on lo save tho ccnintry, A cry was raised against tho 
directors of tho cmni^any, and an ^nv(;•stig^^.tioll demanded. Then 
it was found that bribes had bpen given to many pers<rna about tins 
court and to some incjuburs of Parliameut to secure ilje passing of 
tho bill. iStanhope himself was innocent, but in .defonding himself 
agaiisst the charge of corruption he Innst a blood-vessel, and died 
suddenly. Sunderland had to t esigii, ami Aislabio, Chancellor of tho 
Eschc<\uer, was expelled fiom the Hon.so. Tho bargaiu between 
government and tJio company WiW qnaslied, amj after a 
travle settled down, and puldic credit was restored. 

Walpole now Ixjcame lirsi liord of tho Ti'easury and Prinie Mmiater 
of England. He is tho first ts whom this title is usually given, A» 
wm«of Prim®* bavo seen, at various times different ministers have 

jcini»t«r. chief plaA>. Under tlie Konnons and early 

Plantagcnets it was the Justiciar; under tlie later Plantogeiiets, 
Tudors, and early Stuarts, it wtie the Chancellor. Ckrendon liad 
been tho hvst great Chancellor, and Uie leader had of late beOu the 
Lord Treimrcr, It had, however, often been the custom not to 
appoint a Lord Treasurer, but to place the treasury-under the 
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rmwj'ivment of a I>(>Mr3, the members of which were called Lorrhi 
of tlio TreaMurv. a«d the chainoau was calle<l the Find Lord- Tji a 

*F * 

similar way wc itovv have a Fij‘»5t Lord of tlit? Aduiiralty. 8inco 
the mitiistors had boon clmsea from am? political party, theydiad 
begim to act hvgetber mucli more than beforehand this had^ivct» 
thoQi the name of tliO Ministry; the loonier of wluVh w-as called 
the Promifu*, or prime Minister. This title is not to be found in 
EnghsU law^ it is merely a title of comit'sy. TIu;; Premier need 
, not neotiiSBarily bo the I'iret Lord of the Tre-itsury. In Lord S.dis' 
bury’6 minUtry in l>^8rc and a.:!::uu In IB'^T and in holield 

the pos?t of l:>«;.crct.ary of Slate for Furoi^'n AiVuir;?, 

Walpole became Prime Minister in Mareli, 1721,. Ilia chief 
colloaguea w^ore T»>wnshen<1, Pultoney, ami (.’arh-n.'f ; of the.s(‘ 'Fowna- 
bend and Pultcficy have boon noticed before. Carteret 
was a peer and a most brihuint speaker; ho also had Waipojo. 
the advanUge of kinovlng (lorinan, which gave him great inlluonce 
with the king. 11a)'j»ily for Wulpolc, all Ids groat rivalM a\>out. thin 
fcimo left tho political vStage. ♦Stanh*)f)C was dead; Smnlorlnnd 
had already resigned ofTioe, and filed in 1722; Ablabie Iiad been 
eTcpelled, There wore no great HlatosmrM) who were not at tliia 
time bfe friends. Walpole himself was a most remarkable man, 
ile was a thorough Englishman, plain spoke.n rtjid good-natured^ a 
hard worker hut ii lover of sport, with a capital knowledge of 
human nature an^l of tlio art of managing men; lie knew what 
ho wanted to get and how to get it, and if ho found thot in¬ 
superable diftleulties lay in bi.s way, ho w«s willing to turn back 
'and to wait for a nioro convenient season, Hw gre-nt fault waa 
that, like Tnanyy*ther able incrj, ho was too f<nid of keeping power 
in his OAVn hands, and his joaloimy of the interference of other 
men lad to a series of quarrels with all tho ablest mentbera of the 
Whig party. Abroad, Walpole advocited peace fas the best security 
against Jacobite intrigue; at home, he was in favour of such 
inoderate reforms as were not lil^ly to provoke much oppo;4ition, 
Lie hitd no liking for heroic measures, and always went on the 
principle of letting w'cll ulone. 

The nev^ for this caution w'os very soon showm by the revelation 
of a Jacobite conspiracy. The friends of th(3 Pretender had been 
mneh elated by the birth of a grartdj^oti of James IL, who was 
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a(lc‘r\vai(la tho unfoittinutc leader of tlio rebellion of ’45; Urey al«o 
jacot>it 4 > believed that Gcor^o was tired of hia new power, 
coiupinicy. PrctcudcT went so fur as to write to tlie king, 

and oftcred to secure him the title of King of Hanover if he would 
retire* in his favour; it was also believed that tho country wa® 
irritated by tho South Sea Scheme. Tlieso hojjcs, whicli wore 
<piite misleading, encouraged the Jacobitos to fresh eilbrts; but tho 
government W’as koou aware of what W'an going on. | Their chief 
agent, Atterbury, Dishop of Itoeliostcr, was iy'rested and tiicd before 
rho House of Louis. His guilt was provotl. iusd he was sent into 
baniKhment. Tins blow crushed the .Jacajhites for a time, uiui 
AVulpole felt safe enmigli to allow Dolingbrok** tti corno back; but 
hia attuimler was not reversed, so the great Tory was never again 
ablo to sit in tho House of Lords. 

In 1724 the first quarrel iKd wceu Walj-ole and Ins colleagues took 
place. This time Carteret w'uh Walpole’s opp«>ncnt. Tho king 
auftrr«i took Wal[)olo'H side, and Carteret lm<l tt> accept tli© 
y^Xiw\eAni\. Lord* Lieutenant of Ireland, just as Townshcncl 

hi6 collet«ruo¥. Imd doms eight years befi>re. The Duke of New¬ 
castle and his brother, Henry iVliiarn, then joined Walpole. 

On reaching Ireland Carteret fuun<l abundance of work. Wo saw 
that by Doynings’ law no bill could Ikj introduced into the Irish 
state of Parliament which had not fii'st passed tho English 
Ireland. council. This deprived tlio Ivish^Parliaraent of all 
jjower of indopendemt legislation; and in 1719 t))o Dritlsh Parlia¬ 
ment passed a statute by winch tho Drilisli Parliament was allowed 
to pass laws binding on Ireland. This took away even the semblance of 
independonco, ami naturally made the Irish very jtyilous of Euglhfh 
interference. Accordingly, whoa Walpole, in 1722 granted a patent 
ii«n«waior !»> Ati ironmaster, named Wood, to coin £108,tXX) 
the coinatro. -^ortli of copptv in tirder to restore the Irish coiri- 
ftge, ju.st as that of England had been renewed in 1C96, there 
broke out a lieroe agitation. It Was not that the new copper coins 
were to bo bad—apparently every care had been taken that the 
opposite should be the case; tho real grievance was that Ireland 
had not been consulted in the matter. This feeling was fanned to 
fever-heat by a series of letters written by Deau Swift, tlie ablest 
of tlio Tory pamphleteers, under the title of the Drapicr/* and 
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wh«>« Curtcivt arrive*! he fuunil all Ir(‘Jau(! in a l*Ia7.c. True, how- 
t-ver, to his iisiail Walpole, wlieu he found Uj»> Th«s Dmpior 

oj/powtion to Ijc serious, withdrew Iris soheiue, and 1 

(relaml agiiin Kctttod <lo\vn into gloomy qiiiescouco. In l7ii7Mho 
franehwc was taken away from all Catholu's, so that lVote?4anls 
alone could either vt*te at elections or «it as mem1»«*r>» of the Iriidi 
Parliament, (Amstvpiently the PuMin l‘urliaiueut only ropreseutod 
oiie-sixth of^he pctj»uhition of Ireland. 

[n 1720 Walpole ^piarrollcd with Pall* ncy, uriv>tlH‘r of ^ his 
Colleagues. I’ulttiney, w'ho liad been a great friend of Walpole, 
w,V8 not prepare*! to elfaco hinrself, and he had no puHeue^ana 
socuter loft oUlce lliaii he Ixrgaj^ to orgauize an *»pposi- oiJran'iTJn 
tion to iho nnnister. iliOierto there liad boon no ypponiUoq, 
organized op}>osition in the Iboisc-; but Pultoiiey set himself to 
revive the old cojitdry party which ha*l ojip‘..*sc<l tln^ e<.'Uit under 
lliiaiicH If. In tlun-e davs the court party had beerj 'r»>ru'a; they 
wore now Whigs; but this nm»le liltlo dilT*n’ence. 'rhere was still 
great jealousy of the power of the ctaut, afid of tins Pulteney took 
advautAgo. His great uUy was Ihdingbroke, who saw tinit ho 
could never regain liis lost power so lotig as Walptde w'as at 
tlio helm ; and these two able lueri steadily srd themselves to f<jrni 
an opposition to the guverfunent. botli in tiie House and in tin* 
country. In Parliament Pulteney gathered round himself Muj dis¬ 
contented Whigs, who thought they liad lioen ill used l>y Walpidfr, 
ainl acted more or hess in ctuicert with the lories. Bolingbri/ko 
strove to e.KCitc the country by attacking ministers in tins Oi-ajUaiitn. 
This paper, wliicli was publishc*! daily, was the first 1-h« 
regular opposition newspaper. It attacked Walpolo ''Crafti)m.an.’* 
impaiiially, whatever ho did. If Walpole advocated peace, it 
aaid that ho w-as l>ent on sacrificing the interests of his country; 
If he remonstrated w'ith foreign powem, it declared that ho w-as 
dragging tiuj country into war. Everything that in^umity could 
suggest was m.ado use of against ^ninistens, and soon the country 
party, who called themselves Patriots, attained formidable dimensions. 

The centre of tins opposition \Yas ihc court of Ihc Prince of 
Wales. It was onij of the peculiarities of the early uhePrinca 
Hanoverian sovereigns that they always ‘imarrellcd orwai©* 
with their hell's. This was not creditahlc to Uio 
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royal family, but it was a good tiling for tlio coimti^y. Had fatber 
and Hon Loon united, any c>no who was dlsconteuiod with th<j govem- 
moat oftlio failier 'would naturally have gone over to the Protender. 
Aa it was, hu merely allied himself with the Prince of^Walcs, no 
tliafc the rivalry hetAvcea the (wo ccntit's of JfaTjovcrluu mftucnco 
was a positive advantage. Pulteacy and Bolinghroke flattered iho 
i>«ath of Prince, aiivl hoped that when he came to the throne 
Ooor«:oX. Walpole w'ould 1*0 dismi-'scd. Wjiilst: llj,cf:'e intrigues 
were going on G<!orgo dic<l cuddunly in Jianovor, in I7*i7. 
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GKOKrsK ir., 1727-17r;0 (33 years). 

Born U>i?3; niarri«id, 1705, (jarolirio of Anspach. 


Chief Ch’if'yU'iters of Ihv Jiiii/n. —Qnoon Curolinft j ; li^)l5ngbroke; 

Pulttni'y} (’ar(«‘irt; John ar.ii (‘harlfa VVer*U'y j Porttvma; Wil* 
mington ; Henry IV^lbAin ; WiliiaTM, Duke of (’ninherlaml; Anson; 
rrinee ('harlfs ICthvnnl; t.’ope; Henry b'ox; WUli.am I'itt, after- 
irartls Karl of t'haOiAin ; Pelham, Duke of Newcastle; Dufileix ; 
Clive; Admiral Hyng ; the Duke of Devonithire ; Kodney; Wolfe. 


Thk: new king, George U., was wliully under the infinenoe of Ui» 

wife, Curolino of Anspaeli. This rcinarkalilo w.nnau had as great 

. ^ , asetjjnli'iict' over her linshand as the Duchess of 

Ixinuenco ox 

Queon Marl!>or«aigh Imd over Queen Anno; but, as slio 
carouua. moro tact ill exercising it, she kept it till her 

death, and during the fiiht ten yeai's of tlie reign, Caroline, much 
more tluin her iiushand, was the real licad of the government. In 
accordance Nvith Ids fcntimcnta as Prince of ^tale9, George’s first 
net was to dismiss AValpolo, and to ask Sir Spcinjer Compton, 
Speaker of the House of Commons, to lake Ida place. Sir Spencer, 
however, was so incvimpeteiit, that ho actually asked Walpolo to 
help him in wriling the king’s Bpccch. (kirolinc, win,) was WalpolcV 
Waipoi« friond. at once pointed out to tho king the absiirciity of 

rtttained this. George*Was convinced by her aiguinents, and 

In power. ^ whcu WalpoIo himself promised to projKise a large 
addition to the king’s nunual iii.‘onic, or civil list, the old minister 
was restored to Ids place, and the opposition were disappointed. 
They did not, however, relax their etlbrts, but did all they could to 
harass the minister ami to win new recruits for their own party. 

Meanwhile AVnlpole steadily caiTied out his old policy both at 
home and abroad. Spain was still hostile to tho treaty of Utrecht^ 
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arxl ill 1720 siio ijhIuivm! A^i^trln, which wnj» jc.ih»is of Ihinoverian 
tnrtucncc in Oorniany, to join lior. This moveniciU waieoio'# 
was met hy an alliance nnido at Hanover between »^*^*<s* 

Knglami, Fiance, ftn<l rrufs^ui. War cnsnof]; but Walpole confined 
Knghitnrs ojM'rations strieUy to tho defensive, and, an attJtC-k of 
tlic Spaniards npon Gibrahar having; failed, pi ace was conelntled at 
Seville in 1729. At home, Walpole was not willing liiapoiioy 
to excite a dj^stinbanco by doing much for the Non- athowT®. ^ 
confi>nukts, as ho feared that to do so would onlv throw theC’hurch 

' o ji 

into the arms of the o]>positiou; but lio began ibe practict) of 
passing an annual Hill of Indcnniity for those who had broken Ibo 
Test and Corporiitimi Acts, This was not a very satisfactory 
way of dealing with Iho question, but it ^’Crvcd Walpole’s purpose 
for the time. 

In 1730 Lord Townshend left the ministry. He was Walpole’s 
brother-in-law. and bad been bis firm friend; but Walpole's over¬ 
hearing Cfuuhicl, and bis jjractico of nuikiug the llouso i,ord 
of liOrdji reject any bills which he did not feel strong 
enough to resist in the. Commons, ali»;natod To amis- mmintry. 
hend, and ho relirerl after an open quarrel, ami left Walpolo 
supreme. Towriphend did not go into opposition, l.uit withdrew to 
the countr}', where ho dcvr»te<l himself cliicil\' t<> agri- hj, 
calture, in which lie difl gr(?at service by cncou- country. 


raging the growth of turnips, a useful vegetable, which <’an be grown 
while the isoil is recovering after tho exhaustion caiihcd by the 
growth of a crop of wheat,'’without interfering with tho processor 
rocovciy. Before Townshend’s time such fields were allowed to 
lie fallow for a year, so that tho iutrodnotion of tho tuniip was a 
real gain to the country. 

The first success of the opposition was gained in 1733. In that 
year Walpole brought forw'ard his oelchrated excise scheme, hy 
which ho proposed to substitute a very small duty »watpoi©’* 
and an excise levied at the shopj# where they were 
sold, for the large customs duties hltlicrto levied at tho ports on wine 
and tobacco. By this plan smuggling vrould bi3 chocked, becau.se the 
reduction of the customs duty would make it not wortli while to run 
the rhik of detection; and alijo tlio public would have to pay a less 
price for their wine, because the cost of articles would be increased 
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only I'y the CJjact levied at tho bhop l>y government, instead of 
there being adled to it the interest oa tlie tax levied at the port. It 
also believed that Ujc system would encoarago ijni)ortation. The 
Fcltorrio, however, was violently denevnneed by the opposition, 
oti tho ground that an Englishman^ houso is his casUo, and tliat 
liberty w^oiiM l>o destjvye^i if oxciso otVicci’S migbl at any tiiiio call 
to inspect a man’s goods; secondly, on the gToimd that Walpole’s 
-.real ol.>ject was to create an army of excisemen, who their votes 
wopld turn every election in favour of th^ goverrtment oandi^late. 
Ily these argnmenla rultenoy and Bolingbroke ro»i*Te«l the p,assigns 
of the mob, and Walpolo, though he could probably have carried 
it through Parliament, thought it better to witlidraw Iho bill. The 
cliangos, however, woro introduced gradually without comnKmt, 
though the fact that fifty years lahrr it w^aa found that seventy 
elections depended on the rotes of excisemen, shows tJiat the 
fjecond argument had not boon without foundation. 

In 1730 all Scotland was agitated by the Porteous riots. Tlicso 
riotH, which were of Httlo political t^iguificimcc, arose out of an order 
TboPovtoovi* by one (‘ajdain Porteous to fire upon the mob, 

rioia. ai tlio expctition in Edinburgh of a corhiin smuggler, 
who had enliKtcrd their eynipailiy by a brave and successful attempt 
to secure the escape of one of his fellow’s. For tlii.^ Porteoui} was 
condemned to die, but was reprieved by the; government; am! tlio 
mob, angry at tliis, broke open the gaol, and Jianged him on a 
barber's pole. For this <lititurl>a«ce the magistrates of Edinburgh 
were reprimanded, and tbo cit}’ was fiiied £2000. Tltese evonte 
form tbo groundwork of Sir Walter Scott’s novel, *‘The Heart 
Midlolbian.” , 

The most important event of the early years of George 11. wks 
the rise of tho Mctliodists. When this king ascended iho Ihrone, 
KiM of th» chief Nondonformisfe bodies in England were tho' 
Metnodisu* Independents, the Presbyterians, the Ilaptiste, and the 
Society of Friends. The mcmlJ‘rs of the Cluirch of England wofo 
mucli 1001*0 numerous than those who belong^id to these botlies; bnt 
the conditipri of the Church W’as fat from satisfactory. Thia wasfxi 
part diie to the alienation which existed between the lower clergy, 
who were for the most part Tories, and the bishops, who since the 
accession of George I. had been invariably appointed from tho 
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Wbiga. Another CAWse was the siU'nthig of Convocation^ nhich, 
eXeept under »ho commonwealth^ Ijjnl mneo tho time of Kdward I. 
always i>at at tho sjuno time a» Parlianiont. .Aft{.*i tho Kcstoralion, 
however, Convocation had ceased lo vote the in.vcea of the clet^gy, 
and after 1718, w}h*» ifs rricotiriiE^s froTn the vioJenro of‘|Kiriy 
feeling lu\d become a trouble to tins govorriincnt, it Iiml not been 
allowed to Iranfact b?ibii\es". Moreovor, j^ince the reigti of Anne 
the cause ofetho Chim;]i had bren made a mens i>.u ty cry, and the 
clergy, not wholly through their own fault, hud bccotno y^arti^j-atiK. 
Accordingly there was very little life in the Char< h, aful ootisco 
jqnentiy rvligion was fulliTjg intr> decay, both in tbe country and at 
the universities. It was under these circumstances lliat in 17’JO a 
Ktile knot of Oxford tnen formed thoinselvea into a tjoeietv which 

V 

aimed at living a systematic rcligioua life. The heads of this 
society were two brothers, John and Charles Wesley, and they were 
soon joined by George WliiMhd^h Fr(nn the rcgnlarily of their 
lives they wrete called by their fellow's '* Slcihodlst ^,” and tiio iianio 
is still used ami honoured hy their followers. In 1,730 they removed 
the head-quarters! of theJr society to London, and miinbcr.s Boon 
joined them, which before Wesley’s death in 1781 amounted to 
many thonsamls. At first they regarded tlitiinselve.s as moinljcnj 
of tho Church of England, but when the clergy refused to allow 
tlicm to preach in their churclics, they began to hohl mcctitv.;a of 
their owm, someijifnes in tho open air, sometimes in haima, after¬ 
wards in chapeds of their own, and so by degTce« they drifted 
awAy the Church. Four y<.'ftt^ after Wesley’.s death their 
preachcre began to admii;{s’tcr the sacraments, and then theyheeamo 
a nonconformist body. The rwe of the Methodiste wjia a good tiring 
for religion, as their example acted upon tho Church, and niado 
tho clergy more energetic and siiiccro than they had been before 
its occurrence. ' 

Th© begiimlog of Wesley’s wrnrk, however, attracted little notice, 
fot all eyes were tunjed upon lhe%reat contest which was going on 
between Walpole and tlic opposition. Pulteney and c^t««t 
hie fnontfe Imd tidbn making w'ay both in Parhamemt 
and in the gountry; but Walpole’s position was very the oppodtiou. 
strong. In those days, when a great many of the boroughs were 
very szeah indeed^ the chief Influence at tho elections wos In tlie 
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hanrls of a few men, ahO tl»c corruption of many l>oronj;hs wiih jso 
great that 8ca(:^ could be bought and sold. Walpole took full 
fuhautago of this to get. his friends clcctod, and when they Imd 
t.aken their seats ho secured their allegiance by briber)* and 
patronage. At licit time neither the diviHiori lists of the House nor 
the fipeeches of the members were reported, bo that few knew 
which side members took. Under tlicse circurnf-tances corrtipt 4 <in 
was certain, and Walpo]<.' r(?duced it to a repdar eysio^i. 

The. first great sho<^k to Walpole’s pourer^was the death of Queen 
Caroline, iti 17.‘i7. The, king, however, remained true to Kim, but 
W»lpole*a Princ3"i of Wules had united himself to the 

powerehaJien. opposition, and sinc'c the retirement of Holinghrokei 
who left Kngland in 17dt, had hoen the nomifial head of the 
coimtry part}'. A more serious danger to Walpole’s power than the 
mere party attacks of the opposition was, however, arising, niis was 
the growth of a hostile feeling between Kngland and Spain. This 
enmity arose out of the colonial policy of the two 

Hostility * i ' 

ofKnRiAtui coiintricH. As we saw, Spain had, by the tr(?aty of 
amispaiu. p!tioeht, given tlie Knglisli the privilege of HOnding 
one whip a year to trade wltli the Spanish colonics. This right had 
been uhnsod by the Ktiglish, who liatl sent out, beside tlie single 
ship, a numbor of tenders, wdm, kee|)ing out, of sight of land, rcplon- 
islied the Imding vessel with fresh goods. TJie Kngli.sh colonies, too, 
wore always trying to set up a contraband trgde witli Uioso of 
Spain, and the Spaniards tried to stviji this by searching Knglish 
vessels for smuggled goods. Tliis naturally led to quarrels, in one 
of which a certain Englishman, named Jenkins, had his ear cut off 
by a Spanish sailor. Jenkins brought his sevoreii ear home^ and 
used to carry it about wTapped in cotton w'ool. When a.sked what 
bin feelitigs were when in the hands of the Spaniards, he replied, 
*‘I commended my soul to G^d and my cause to my country.*’ Tho 
opposition, of course, made the most of this, and accused W'alpole 
of neglecting the interests of the Country. 

Walpole, however, had no mind to go to war. ,He feared that 
war with S[jain would soon develop into war •with France, and 
WArwitn aw'arc, wonid mean the renewal of the 

spAia. Jacobite intrigue. The opposition, however, had the 
country and tiiekiiigon its side, and Walpole, rather than lose office. 
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allowc^i h»nj.si]lf to bo foroe»l into tb'clArini; war against Spain. 
Wbon Ijo iK'iml tbc bolls ringing lor joy for this, ho exclaiino*!. 
“ Tfioy are ringing tlioir bclh now, but soon tlioy will be wringing 
their liainlH.'' At first tho war was pretty suv'oessfiil, arnl .\(bnin^I 
Vernon cnptnrcil Porto Bello; Imt an attack unim Caiihagiin.'i niilod, 
and the country soon became dis^uicb utfed, (»f tins the opposition 
took full benefit. They wore now led by Pnllenev an<l Sandvs irt 
the Con»!n(»n?, and by Carteret in the Lords, and they at larked 
Walpole witfiont, ceasing. 'Fo answer ihcni, Walpole was obliged It.) 
rely rnainly on himself. He had quarrelled with all 
hi,9 old friend.s, .and most of the young riion, .'jucIi as 
Pitt, who w’as aft.erwar<!:< so famous, had attached themselves to tlj ^ 
opposition. Still ho did not despair, and in 1711 rnotiv-ns whieli 
were brought forward by Carteret and Sandyjs in tlieir re^qwetivo 
houses %verc thrown out by large majorities. The next year, 
hoAivever, a general election took place, and when Waipolo found 
hinhsclf dcfe.ited by a majority of sixteen in a questitjji wdnVh arose 
out of tho Chippenham election, ho resigned all hi.s ofiiccs and 
retired to the House of f.ords as Karl of Oiford. 

Tho fall of Walpole was not fnllowed by a complete change of 
ministry. Tils own place was taken by Taad Wilmington, wbom 
wO have already knowui as Sir Spencer Ckmipton, cbfiin»<j» m rha 
Carteret, however, was the moving spirit in tlic new raiunsury. 
administration. PuUen»'y did not take ofiicc, but ^V(;■nt to the 
of liOrd^ a.s Ivarl Bath, and ho lor.t rnuidi of his power. The 
Duke of Newcastle and his brother Polham Btiil kept their placies. 
In this form tiic tnini.stry remained for a year; when, on Wilmbjgion's 
death, Henry Pelliarn became Prime Minister. Pelham wa.s recorn 
mended to George by Waipolo, who still retained much infificncc, 
CurterePs influence steadily declined, and in 1744 he left the govern¬ 
ment altogether, soon after succeeding* to the titlf3 of The "broad 
Earl Granville. Pelham then formed the administra- 
tion known as the ^‘broad-botto#ned,” because it tion. 
included men who represented every section of the Whig party. 

At home Walpuie*!? retirement made littlo change; but, abroad, 
the new government threw themselves vigorously into poiicr 

tho war. Carteret was favourable to George's wish of the new 
to increase the influence of Hanover in Gennany, ^ovAtnment. 
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and he, therefore, joined in a wav which was l>eing waged between 
Maria TIicvf'Ha of Austria and the Klector of Bavaria, The Emffetor 
Chnriefi! VI. had died tn 1740, leaving his dt'inimona to hts danigh- 
ter, Maria Theresa. Bhe was at once atUcked by Frederick of 
}*rns.sia, and nftorwards by Bavaria and Froncc. Kngland alone 
among the great powers took her aide. Tlio miiiistry took into 
jmy a largo body of Hanoverians and Jlofejfans, and these, with 
;5omo troops, were put under llio command pf the >!at! of 

Stair; they wore soon joined by George,liimself, and his second 
son, \Viliiam, Duke of Cumberland; wldle the French forces wero 
led by the ^farshal NoaillcSj who had with him his nephow, tho 
Duke of Grnmmout. 


The flgliting of importance took place in the valley of the 
Main, in 174d. T’he allied forcoA w'cre marching from AscbafTcn- 
Battioof hnrg to Ilannu, w'hen Noaillcs secretly sent forward 
pettiu 9 «n, pojy Qf troops under ]ii.s nephew, who crossed the 
river and seized the defile of Heltingcn, through which the Etigliah 
hud to pass. Fortunately Grammonl’w eagerness led him to attack 
the English b<;foro hU nnclo had time to support him, and con¬ 
sequently he sidfered a temhle defeat at the hands of tl\o allies^ 
who, led by Geoq;o in person, drove Grammont’s men across the 
river at the point of the bayonet. This was the laat battle in which 
an blugllsh king was present. This victory gave considerable credit 
B«t\irnof goYcnnncnt, whicli w'as increased by die for- 

coiumodoro tunato return of Commodore Aneon, who had been 
An«on. despatched against tlio Sponiards in 1740. After 
taking many prizes, both on the coast of South America and the 
Philippine Islands, he sailed home by the Cape, of Good Hope, 
bringing thirty waggons’ load of treaBuro worth £1,250,000. 

The next year, 1745, however, was not so fortunate. Toumay, 
one of the Motherland towinf, which, in accordance with the" barrier 
BatUaof treaty, was garrisoned by Patch troops, was behtg 
yont«*ioy. besieged by the "French under Mai^hal Saxe, wiien 
a mixed army of British, Hanoverians, Hessians, and Putch, 
advanced to relievo it The two armies metUt Fontonoy. Tho 
allies were commanded by the young Puke of Cumberiand, who 
was advised by Marshal Ivonigsegg, and Louis XV. in person was 
with the Frexxch. The English soldiers with the Neatest bravery 
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forced their wav into the very centre of the French arniy; but 
as the neseiuim ran away and the 1 hitch rehmod to advance, they 
were oWiged to retreat at tho niomont when victory fshoiild have 
l>cei> their own, lu conKXMjnence, the allie?} wore defcalcd; but 
tbe magnificent advance of the British and TIafio\'eriana was long 
remembered with pride. Towrnay ftoon afterw^^rtls ?uirrcridorc’d, 

Af* Walpole had always foToiohi the Knylisli had not long been at 
war, when ilia Froncli began to arran.gu a new insinroction in favour 
of the Stuarts. In 174-1 a large fleet was eaElected at etuar^ 
Dunkirk, but fortunatelv. at the very moinent \vhen inA'wrflctton. 
the troops were on board and everylhing was ready f.>r an invasion, 
a terrible storm sheltered the Freiich licet; smne vessels anrik, 
others W'ero driven on .shore. T 1)0 ex[>ediii!»n was to have conveyed 
Friiico Charles bkIw’Ard, ll»e eldest son of the Prebrndur; hut tho 
French government, diseouragf*d by the ntorm, rcfiujed to give him 
further jvssistanco, and accordingly, tho next year, ho determined to 
go by himself to Beotland and seek his fortune in the Highlands. Ho 
Sailed in a small brig, Imt was acconipanjod by a Vroneh man-of- 
war, wliich carried a rnjd'b' arnruniiition. This vessel, 

however, was attacked by an English man-<if-war, and was compelliMl 
logo home; but Charles, though de]>rivc*d by this aceideni of the 
necessaries of war, arrived safely in tlic liehrides. Tho Highland 
clansmen rofused at first to join in so ha:?ardous an enterprise as 
ft rising vrithout tlio aid of regular troops, hut Charles' entreaties 
ailength prevailed over their prudence, and when he was joined by 
the gttllaiit Cameron of Loohiel, numbers of Highlanders docked to 
his standar<b 

Nature has di'iided Scotland into three distinct parts; first the 
northern Highlands, second the central Highlands, and third the 
Lowlands. The northern .nighlands wore divided Katurai 
from the central by a chain of lakes, which aro now airi«ion« or 
connect^ by the Caledoman Canal; this lino is de- * 
fended at its south-west point by Fort Wijh'arn, at its centre by Fort 
Adgnsttts, and at the northern end by Inverness. By a rapid 
Uiovemcnt tho Hi^ilauders nmdo thelv way past Fort William, 
ftnd so gained Uie means of marching into the ccidrai Highlands. 
The commandeT-in-chief in Scotland, Sir John Cope, had, on Hie 
first news of the rrcterH3er’.s approach, been ordered by tho 
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Marqiiorjo of T\vo«''llu]e, who was Socrel-uy of Sfato, to rnuffli into 
tho jtjylilaiids. Tins he aofl was oo wa) to Fort Anj^ustus, 
when ho h-arnl that Uio llighlrindors were ivaily to bar his road at 
ft hlaeo called the Dcvir?i Stulrcaso, whore tho road, m Bcveuteeu 
Wfoind its way up tlie stoop side of Corrioarrafk. On learn¬ 
ing this, Copfs turntjd a'^hle for Inverness, thus Icaviru' the road 
to K<linbnrgh open, and of tliis njistike the prince took advantage 
at once. Ileforo he reached Perth Jjc was j'>ini-d by thousands 
of ^chineinen, and after winning an easy tnninph tjver some Ktliii- 
burgh volunhMUH and a body uf cavalry wlio lihs.i to bar his way 
at Cedthridge, about two miles from the city, he veached Kdiiiburgh. 

Meanwhile* Copo had taken ship at InverncNS and reachcfl 
Dunbar, wlu'ru he landed his men and march,ed towards Kdin- 
Bfatieof burgh, by llie higloruad, *Adu<*h ran along tbc level 
Pwmton Pana. ground hv the Firth. Cliftrlcs man bed out to attack 
him, moving his tn>o]>s along (ho line of the I.ammcrniuir Hills, 
until ho caino opposite to whi'ro C'.;pc lay. This forced Cope 
to change his ground, and he foimcd liis forces aiinost witli their 
backs to Kdinburgb and defended in front by a inoriiss. In Ibis 
position they were attacked in tho early morning Iry* tho Iligh- 
lamlors, wh<> made their way through tho inornss and charged the 
king’s ti’oops with I ho utfuost violence. Tho rush of the High¬ 
landers carried all before them. Tho liattlo is said to have l»con 
decided in five minutes; ami Cope himself, riding headlong fronr 
the field, w'jis tho first to bring to Borwdek the news of his own 
ihTcat. Tiio batthi of Pre-ston Pans, as this ong!ig<?meut w'as called, 
gave a groat impetus to the rebellion, and a largo part of Scotland 
decl^irod in favour of tho ITetender, 

C’harles, however, was V>y no means Batisfied "with bis success, 
but wished to ['ush on at once to Knghirid. Tins many of his 
The prince f*^dluwx*rs wopo averse to do, but tho prince insisted, 
cro8aejith& and Oil November 9 he crossed the border, and 
bor4er. ^ days ^ made himself master of Carlisle. 

Thence he marched by Lancaster to Preston, and thence to Man¬ 
chester. His situation then became very serious. Tlie castle of 
Kdinburgh was still holding out fur King George, General Wade 
was at Newcastle^ with a considerable army. Cumberland lay at 
Lichfield, while a third force was being collected at Finchley to 
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gtianl (ho cupitiil. AVorsc thaii ;ill, hardly any English Jacohiios 
had johi<i;tl the prince. Since* 1715 Eiiglaiul had gru'vn prosperous 
tander the ilanoverians, and had lio wish to go hack to the nilo 
of the Sttiai’t.'s. }>«t i.u of tliia i'liailca still pressed on* and 
by making a feiui in Iho diroctiiui of Wales eniioed Cumber¬ 
land towards Shrewsbury, ai;d then quickly regaining ‘ho London 
road, which Cninbtuland Innl left uticn, he reached D«.-rby. J3y 
this time W’^adi; had jidviujccil to Leeds, ao that, the rebeL were, as 
it wore, in ffio CiUitre of a triangle, of whicli Eiueliloy, Shrews¬ 
bury, and f.oed.; yore the points. Of the throe arniios, that at 
Fitioliloy was prcbably tlic worst, and if the llighlandens beat it, 
lio one doubted timt Lotnlon would be at their mercy. 

Tim capital was in a tenihlo panic at the pro:q)e(:t of a rebel 
advance. So great was tbe run upon the Ikiuk uf England that 
the directors were forced to pay in .sixpences in order panirnu 

to gain tiincu The king liud placed most vf his i-onuou. 

valuahlcB on a yacht, in ease it hocanie uco.ess.ary to r»’dire to 
Hanover, and it Is oven said tb.at the Duke of Newcastle was 
eoriously thinking of dcckiriTig for the Ihcteuder. Tiio day when 
the news came tliat the Ifiglihiu'hus were at Doibiy was long 
renioinhered as ** Black I'rivkiv.” T!jo be.st ehanoo for a rel>el army 
is alwayH to advance, and Charles hitiiaclf Wios eager to hurry <ui 
and try his luck in another buttle; but hig tdlicers, frightened by 
the thought of the terrible position thtw wouhl be in charm*obii«red 
in case they wfte defeated, refusfd to advance ^orotroat, 
further, and Charier?, ruueh against hU will, wars forced to give 
orders for a retreat. 

fii spite of the dejcviion natural to failure, the Highlanders made 
tremendous exertions. They actutlly eluded botli Cumberland and 
Wade, and regained the liordcr after a douhtful sioiroof 

skirmish at Clifton, near Penrith, wdWcU is the last Bioiiair. 

serious fighting that has happened in England. Arriecd in Scot¬ 
land, Charles found himself btreufthened hy tho addition of somo 
recruits, and ho thereupon gave ordei's for the siege of Stirling, and 


while it was goitig on be himself defeated at Falkirk 
General Hawley, who had marched into Scotland V9Xkirk^ 
at the head of the English forces. 

At the end of January Cumberland arrived in Scotland, and took 
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command o(’ Ihq RuyHliat,‘«. Ilo had under him an excellent aruiy, 
CumborianA in pursuit of tlic robcls. On 

taked Oharloa retreated across the Forth, pursued by 

command of ~ , , t , . ‘ ^ 

th^Royiiiidfcs Cum!>erUMid, and tUeneo to rorth, rrom there ho 
In Scotland. towards IiivcrnesH, Cumh<.Tkud .still par- 

and when they neared that town, Charles, who know timt his 
army was outTumibered, determined to attempt a surprise. 'I'ho plan 
was .a failure, as tlic distance to be marched by the rebels had bean 
underrated, and the Highbiubfis w’cro forced to r<?tra«i3 their 
dattioof Cnlloden Moor, where they drew Ihomselves up 

cuUodon, waited for the hhjglish U) coino up. Cuml>er]attd 

ranged liis rnon in two lines, placing the artillery in iho gaps 
betAVOcn the regiments, arid the cavalry on tlio flank; and in this 
position they wore attacked by Uio Uigidarulers, With Impetuous 
valour some of the clanamen actually forced their w'ay through the 
first lino; but tho rt-servo stood steady, and the bra vo Ilighlanders 
molted away licfore a terrible fire. Charlous’ army waa completely 
routed, and Ids men dispersed in all directions. 

The. I’reteiider himself, after five luontlm’ wandering in the High¬ 
lands, disguised sometimes ns a servant ami sometimes as a woman, 
Charleso«cape» succeeded in reaching France. Ilad it not been for 
to Franco, (;our.agc of Flora IVIacdonald, who took him with 
her' in disguise, and tho devotion of numbers of poor men and 
women, who scorned oven for a reward of £30,000 to betray theiy 
prince, he must again and again have been s.ipturod. To hia 
unfoilunato follow’ers a vongcanco so torriblo -was meted out that 
Cumberland gaincMl tho title of ‘‘ tho Butcher.’’ Of tho more dis- 
tingukhed r(3bcls, Lords Kilmarnock and Balnierino, and Charles 
Ratcllif, brother of tho late Earl of Ilorwcntwatei*, were oxocut.ed 
in 1746, Lord Lovat in 1747, and one victim, Dr. Cameron, so late 
as 1753. The most stringent regulatioiLs were madis in order to 
destroy tho power of tlio Highlaudors. They were disarmed, for* 
bidden to wear the national dross, and the hereditary jurisdiction 
of tho Highland chiefs w^as abolished by Act of Parliament. A few 
years later Pitt raised tho Highland regtmente, which not only 
conciliated tho chiefs, but also changed a source of danger into a 
means of defence. 

During the rebellion tho country had passed through a immsterial 
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cmiit. Of tlic younger momborsi of Pailiamcnt, none had distin- 
guiifd])ed tlicmselvoa more iJjan William Pill and , _ 

Ucnry I ox* Pilt, who belonged to a family which 
had mad© money in India, liad entered the IJonao of Commons at 
an eaily age, and had soon become conapicumis among a cro%/d of 
debaters by hw mastery over the arts of oratory and sarcafim- In 
epito of tlio fact that ho wtt» imcounccted with any of the gi‘oat 
\yhig faniilija w'hich at this time nKniopulizod olVice, he soon 
attained a high position iu tho eyes of the cwmtiy; fur his absolute 
freedom from mercenary motives gained him iiuich respect iix 
Parhameut, while ids enthusiastic support of English intorosts 
gained him the good will of tho |> 00 ]»lc at large. With George, 
liowever, he was by no means a favourite, for much of Pitt's 
popularity bad been won by hia vigorous opposition to Car- 
torePs Hanoverian policy, and in particular he had always opposed 
the taking of Ilanovcrhina and Ikssians into English pay. Ilonry 
Fox was not so dbtinguuihoda man as Pitt, but he was an admirable 
debater and an excellent man of business, and the opposition of these 
two young statesmen to the ministry was a very ecrious matter. 
Accordingly, at the beginning of 1746, before Cullodori bad been 
fought, Pelham determined to offer them olTico; and when ilie king 
refused to admit Pitt, he and his colleagues resigned. For a time 
George held out, but the ministry soon returned with Pitt as Vice- 
TreaHurer of Ireland, and a few months later he became Paymaster 
of the Forces, and St once made good his reputation for dirintcrcsted- 
ness by refusing to receive the usual pereentago of tJio money which 
passed through his hands. At tlie Sfimc lime Henry Fox became 
Secretary at War, 

After the defeat of the Pretender the Duke of Cumberland 
returned to the Continent, but Uiough an excellent ofl&cer, ho w.is 
not a groat ^heral, and in 1747 ho was defeated 
at Lauffekl, and the important town of Bergen-op- thecontia^ut 
l^oom fell into tho tiands of tho I'lciich. During this 

the English had continued their plan of attacking the French 
colonies in North America, and in 1745 they took from the French 
Louishourg, the capital of the Isle of Cape Breton, peacsorAi*. 
at the mouth of the river St* Lawrence. But when u-Chap«u«. 
peace was made, in 1748, at Aixda-Chapelle, all conquests made 
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^luring th« war were restored on botli sides, l^y this peace hostilities 
oil tlio Cuutiiieiit were concluded, and ^(aria Theresa^s riglit to 
her doioiiiions was recognixed. 

When peace was restored, IVlham gave his altuiitlon to domestic 
niatlciu As a fullower of Wal[)ole, ho had a great interest in 
Pelham and took iricasures to reduce the Natirmal Debt, 

reciuceniha l^fo.st of the debt had b'oeu borrowed at high iuterest, 
NttUouai Debt-government’s cFcdit was bad.^. The reccnl; 

of tlio rebellion had improved tlie po>^ition of tho Hanoverians 
so rnucli, lliat Pelham was ablo to otfer tho government creditors 
either to be paid oiV in full, or to accept three per cent, hitcrest 
instead of tho high rate they then cnjnyod. Most of thorn accepted 
the lower rate, and the nation benetUed by tlio change. 

In 1751 Frederick, Prince of Wales, died, leaving a widow and 
many children, the eldest of wliom, Princo Heorge, then tliirteen 
Death of ttiA years of ago, became lieir-apparent to tho throne, 
Princoof created Princo of Wales. Frcdenck was 

Boliiiffbroka. soon followed by Henry St. Jtdm, Lord Bolinghrokc, 
who had triotl in vain to recover his lust power by the destruction 
of the Wliig party. 

In 1752, Ihrongh the iidluencc of Lord ChestoitieM, a change was 
made in the. calendar. TIio calendar arriingv'd by Julius Ci^sar, by 
Chott^ointhe tmt making sulTicienL allowance for leap j’car, had 
caictidar. eausod the Ifhiglish date to be thou pleven days behind 
tho right time. Tlicso days wore now omitted after September 2, so 
that tlio next day WiXs reckoned as September 11. Tlio legal year was 
made to begin on January 1, instead of on March 25, as heretofore. 
A .similar change luui been imiile in alt Uoman CjAtholic countries 
by order of Pope Gregory XIII.; but England, being a Protestant 
cemutry, had hitherto rehised to do so, aiid Kussia still preserves 
the Old Stylo of reckoning. ' This change was much disliked, and 
“Give us back our eleven days,'* was long a popular cry^ 

In 1751 Henry Pelham died. * Tliougii not brilliant, ho had been 
a man of great common souse, and when the news of his death 
Death of the king, ho exclaimed, “ Now I shall 

Pelham. have no more x»eaco "—a prophecy which proved true, 
relham's place was tskea by bis elder brother, the Duke of Neiv- 
cuitle, who was a greater master of Parliamentary mtanagement. 



IW.J 


Fdham^ Navcastle. 


345 


hxit a far ii)f«nor ttatosnian. lliiluirtx) Titt anJ Fox, tliough 
minif tcfi?, ko|.>t out of Ibc Cabinet, as tbo chaniro*tnUi* 

iiHier circle of ministers* batl begnn to be Ciillcij; but ministry, 
in 17 nr» Fox.^ w&b raised to be J^ccretary of tSUte, whicli luado Pitt 
very discontented. 

fii I76G the Seven Years’ War was bepin by Fredci iv.k of Prussia, 
for whose overthrow a CMxihtion, U\ which IhisMa soon joined, hail 
been made .\u;4ila, France, lUul Saxony. In t!«iy xhos^ven 
war Knglnnd joined, partly for reasons conneeted willr Yoai«' Wo-r. 
Jlanover, partly in defence of her ooi.aiial intcTt >;t-s. As a Piotebtaut 
prince, Frederick had tljo synipathy of Hanover; but Uio chief cause 
of our attack upon the Froneli was our rivalry in America and lu India. 

In North America the French held (arnada, or the valley of the 
St. Lawrence, and T.onihlaiui, which then (?onjpri;-cd the valley of 
the Mississippi, and thus the Fni^Ush colonies which 
lay along the eastern coast were aUog<-iher jnevented betwoeu tu® 
from cxkmding Uieir b iiitory west of (he Allcglsany 
Mountains. Moreover, the French forl»ade them to 
trade wdth the Indians in the interior, and stiivtly 
enforced this rnlc. In 177)4 the French huilt Fort bhiipiesno on the 
Ohio, to be the chief of a ring of forts Ktretchiug all along tbo border, 
and in consequence tlierc was always bad blood between the rival 
nation-s, and whether or not the mother countries were at peace, 
war more or less j|,‘g»dar was always going on between the colonists. 

In India there was a fuiniliir rivalry, though not so open, botwoen 
the French and Knglish Fast India C-ompanies. For a century 
and & ludf after their foumUtlon the4>e companies had confine^ 

* Cenealocy of the fox family. 

Sir titepben Fox, d. 17UL 
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d. 1713. created Karl of 
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Sli jihcn, second Lord I]oll.vDd, Chi 

d, 1774. 

Henry Kichard, third Lord lUliarid, 
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d. 





346 


George IL 


themselves to trade, which the linghsh carried on from their three 
Rivalry factories, Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras, amJ the 
^mne^VmT tfom Pondiohcfry and TilchiuopoJy. During 

BMriianitt the second quarter, however, of the eigldecnth 
century, Diijdeix, the French governor of Pondi¬ 
cherry, fonned a plan for gelling rid of the KngVish, and bringing the 
country under tlie rule of the French. 

At this dmo the whole of India was nominally unj^cr the rule 
t'f tho Great Mogul, who lived at Delhi; but he had little authority 

statoof India governors, the naboba and rajahs, who 

w'ere constantly trying to make themselves iiidepen- 
dent, just as the feudal dukes used to do in the Middle Ages, 
Government was so weak, that frequently robbers raised themselves 
to bo independent princes; and bcBldes, there were a few states which 
iiad never been under the rule of the Mogul. ^loreovcr, the natives 
of these states were divided among thein.sclves; they spoke many 
languages, and they had divers religions. Among these rivals 
war was coaslanily going on, and (piarrels about succession were 

Oupieix t»iro» frequent. Dnpleix saw that if he got an armed 
ui^twe Bouiiers. for<;*e and hired it out to one side or the other, he 


might in time become more poweiiul than any of the native states. 
Accordingly he drilled a body of Sepoys, aa hired native soldiers 
were called, and began to take part in the quarrels of the natives. 
This he did successfully, and gained so much power tliat tho English, 
in scif-defcnco, were forced to imitate his plan. *The champion of 
the English was Robert Clive, who had gone out to India as a 
clerk, but soon deserted the ocn for the sword. IIo was a man of 
unconquerable courage, and soon showed himself ^to bo not only 
an excellent soldier, but as good a diplomatist as Dupleix himself. 
During tho war of the Austrian Succession there bad been open 
war between the French and English traders, and in 1746 the 
French had captured Madras, which was, however, restored at the 
peace; but in 1751 the English ai.d French again found themselvea 
fighlhjg against oiio another on behalf of the rival 
sicffoof Arcot. Arcot. CUve with a small force seissed 

Arcot itself, and there stood a famous siege fi’om a French and 
native army, in which the English were victorious, and Clive gained 
a great reputation. 
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The ojH‘ning of tho Seven Ye.^rj8* War gave the EngHUi and 
French eolouists a further opportunity of fighting. lu 1756' an 
English fiircc, under General Braddoek, advanced Effort or tho 
against Fort but was Tho 

general w.x^ killed, and only tho bravery of George coiooioi *?«iiok. 
Washington, a young colonml oflicer, paved the army from complete 
dei-'truetion. 

8 » 

Tlie fiamo year tho French stirred up Surajali Dowlah, Nabob 
of Bengal, attack Calcutta, which ho did so Miceee^fully that the 
greater part of tho tra^Am? were forced to fly, and the rest, wbh fell 
into Ida liantls, wwo cruelly tbrow'n into tho Black Hole of Caltadhi, 
where most of tlrein perished miserably for want of air. Clive wa8 
despatched from Madras to rchike Calcutta, whicli he did in 1757. 
The same year he utterly routed Surajah DowJah at Battle of 
tho battle of Plassey, in which a fltonsand I'lnglish Piawesr. 
aud four thousand Sepoys beat lifly thou«;aiKl Hindoos. Tho bailie 
of PImey made the English masters of the rich plain of Bengal, a?id 
has always l>ecn regarded as the decisive battle in the history of 
tlie English in India^ 

Meanwhile in Europe the vrar had been going badly for England. 
In 1756 tho French atUreked Minorca, which the English had taken 
from St«tin in 1708. Admiral Byng, son of tlio victor Losmor 
of Cape Passaro, was sent to relieve itv With more arinoroe. 

discretion than zeal, ho mfiiscd to engage a French fleet of superior 
Duml)er8, and Mii^>rca was con.sequeutIy lost. Byng had s!j<5wn no 
want of personal courage, but tho coTintrjf wmh furious at ttm dis* 
aster, and insisted on hk bemg fried by court-mart i/th 
This wa$ done, IIo w'as found gtn'lty and cofidcmned Mntencoa to 
to death, and tho government <larc not lisk their <*^»**»‘ 
popularity by pardoning him. He was, accordingly, shot The 
witty Frenchman, Voltaire, said of Jiis execution, “la England 
they kill one admiral to encourage the rest.” 

Ihe ministry which foiled tOgSave Byng was not, however, 
responriblo for tlie disaster. On the loss of Minorca, Newcastle had 
resigned, and his place was taken by the Duke uawcMtia 
of Iteyonslure, who made Pitt Secretaiy of State. amJ Pitt 
Pitt*8 first act was to pass a bill reorganizing tho 
national militia. Ho hoped to givo England a auilicient reserve of 



348 


CtTBT- 


Gear^^e // 

to dispense with tlin hirin^j of Hanoverians and ITossiana 
—a\'o«rse wMeh Pitt iiad always opposed. This view^ how¬ 
ever, fonnd no favour with George, and Pitt was dismisised in 
A[»ri), 1757. Devonshire, of course, resigned; Newciistle was unablo 
to foc.n a rninlstiy without Pitt; and after almost three months' 
hesitatiori tJie king agreed to receive a government of wdiich New'- 
eastlo was to he the norninal head, hut .Pitt the giriding spirit. 
New^'astlc’fl Parliamentary influence made the governmoiit safe, so 
Pitt was able to give Ins wliole attention to tlie war. 

Pitt had great contidonce in luriiself. ^\^llcu he took the reins 
into his hands the country was dispirited hy tho loss of Minorca, and 
Pitt "ajivestho had lost confidence in its rulers. “I can save tho 
country." country,’' said Pitt, “and I know that no one eko 
can.” Ho at once tliffusod his own energy into every department. 
Mia clear sight showed him (hat now was the chance for England to 
put an end to tho riv.alry of the Krcneli in the cohmics, and that 
tho way to do so \va.s to keep tlui Proruih employed in Europe, while 
our fleet swept tho s«?a and our soIdier.s attacked tho French 
possesdions in every (piarter of the globe. He avas only just in lime. 
During tho change (if governmenl, tho Duke of Cumhorland had 
gone out as general to Hanover, and liad hcen defeated at Hasten- 
heck and forced to surrender at Klo^'^tersuven. Pitt at once put tho 
Hritioh furot'M under Ferdinand of Brunswick, ouo of Frederick'a 
best generals, and helped tho bravo King of Prussia to hold the 
French in check by persuading Parltamont to vot^ him a sulisidy of 
£070,000 a year. Meanwhile Urn English fleet beat the Toulon fleet 
off Caithagcna, and the Bnvst tlcet in Basque roads, so that help 
could ho scut to our colonists, while tho French troops in Amenca 
and India wore left without aid. 

In 1.75B Pitt’s plan for an American campaign was quite success¬ 
ful. Louishourg aiul Capo Breton were again taken; Fort Duquesno 

Thu Amerioau surrendered to a mixed force of English and colonists, 
catnpaiirn. and its name was lhaiigcd to Pittsburg; and within a 
year of PitPs return to power tho whole appearance of tho war 
had changed. Tlie year 1759 was even more successful. Rcalney 
bombarded Havre at tho mouth of tlic Seine, while Guadaloupc, a 
rich sugar island in the West Indies, Wiis captured; Ferdinand of 
Brunswick defeated the French in the great battle of Mindon; 
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French fleets were destruye^) at Lmgoc; arid ofl’ Quiboroii Ru*; wdiilc, 
to crown all, Canada was captured. 



WOJ.I-K'S OfRBATlOir.S AT Ol’t-illtC. 


The c.'l^uro of Ix)ni>.l'onvg and Cape- Ihet ni had opened to tlic 
British the tnonll) of the St. T.awroncc, and I’itt followed up his 
Buccessby ortlering (toneral Wolft* t<i go on i\nd attack capinr# of 
Quebec, the cajn'tal of (-aiiada, wluclt stands on the Quoboc. 
river St. Lawrence, in the angle forrneMl by its jnindion with the 
Charles river. Quebec was wr*)l. fortitlcd, and a Bfr<?ng French .army 
was posted below the town, between the ri\ ois Charles ami Mont¬ 
morency, in a strongly entrenched camp. This camp Wolfe found 
impregnable, s<#ro-(*mbarkin" his men he look them up the St. 
Lawrence, and, taking advantage of a durk iiigld, hiiidcd them abovo 
Quebec. There they foniid tlieruficIvoB at. the foot of the table-hind 
on wtdeh Quebec stands. With great ditliculty they made their way 
to tho top, ujf'an incline so steep that trco.s could hardly grow on 
it, and when morning broke, Montoalni, the French commauder, 
saw the British dniwn up on heights of Abraljam close to 
Quebec. This disconcerted all ULs plans. In haste he led his forces 
across the Charles river, forracc^thern with their backs to Quebec, 
and attacked tlio British army. The BritiHli w'on. Wolfe was 


killed in the fight, but before he died he knew tliat his men were 
victorious. Montcalm was mortally wounded during the retreat, 
and died the day after the battle. This victory laid Canada at the 
feet of England, completely destroyed the French power in North 
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America, anti gave the future of that continent into the hantls of tho 
Kngtisrh coloTiiBle. 

■XVithljx a year a similar victory destroyed the French hopes in 
India. In 1760 Colonel Kyro Cotrte, commanding a British force, 

Battu of heat a French array at tho battle of Wandowash, near 
w»nd«wAab. Madras. In this battle ao Sepoys were engaged, 
tiut only European Iroopst. Hitherto tJic natives had thought tho 
French to be better soldierfl than tho British, but ^lo battle of 
Waiidcwanh changed llicir opinion, and iyclmed them to favour 
tho British as the winning Sii<lc. These two battles, Quebec and 
Wandcwasli, in.ay ho regarded as having decided tho long rivalry 
between th<^ British and French in America and Asia resjwctively, 
and mark an epoch of tlie very first importance in the growtlrof ihc 
British orapire. 


Dofitli of. 
Oeorgro IX. 


In tho midst of these victories old Georgo II. died 
HudJenly, in his soveniy-seventh year,* and was 
succeeded by his grandson, Gccu’ge III. Several good sayings of 
George 11. iiro roinombercd. W!u?ii some one told him that Wolfo 
was mad, ho replied, I wish he would bito some of tlie other 
generals.’* ^ 


CHIEF GEMERAT. EVENTS OF THE TIME OF 
GEORGE L AND GEORGE II, 

« 

Kiot Act passed .1715 


Septcanud Act jjassed 
Peerage Pill defeated 

South Sea Bubble. 

Widpolc Prime Minister 
Fxcise biU proposed 

« 

Calendar reformed.. 


1710 

1719 

1720 

1721 
l7n» 
17A2 


Militia reoTgauked. 

For balUc/jf ecc p. 330. 
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Iricd to calf atlcutiotj to what lie couMtlerotl tfio tvsic coui'sc, by 
]>roj‘Osiiii; roisolutioui* iu favour of bafliafiicutary reforinj wiilcb, 
liowevi'r, vs'cio not carncil. 

It was in tho miilst of those? djfticultioH tliat; VJocs-tro IH., who had 
DnaXhot ^lulti* iiioapablu of ovoij niidoistaiHimiJf what 

Qeortf^nx. Oil nrouinl him. pasirod luvay m .January, 

I 82 tt, at ilin ^rcat afijo of oi^^hty-tmo. lie was sueceoded by the 
iTOoid, iimlor the title of (loorL^e IV. 

07 s. .• I 


CniJuf GKXKRAL 1'. VENTS EETlTEEN \ 

y.S 9 a^iii 1 S 20 . 

Oul.l>r(-:d; uf l]u‘I'Voacli Ilcvohition ,.. . 

. • 

JTsa 

Halaas (.'iiifnis Aei silspemied . . 



Afulinlc's nt .Spitliejnl and the Norc; . 

«• % 

ym 

I.'nion of (iroat IhiUiu and Ireland . 


im> 

< irdrrs In <'ouncil isj-iuotl 

K. 'a ■ 

1807 

.Sluv»v-lra<Io abolifilled 

i . ■ 


N'i:w C‘urn I.aw . 

. . t 

J 8 .ir» 

iSix Acti; pa'^Mrtl. . . 


18 HI 

CUIEF EATTLES, SIEGES, AND TEEATII 

■:s (>; 

S 9 - 1 S 20 ) 

J.ord Ihnvt 's vi«-<i*ry of June 1 



llaUlv of (’ape 1st. Vincent .. 


J7!)7 

„ (.'ajn|H’r<l(nvn. 

„ the Nile ... ... 


1708 

Sioj^t; of Acre . 


im 

Hat tU* of (Aijicnhagcn ... ... .... 


1801 

Treaty of Amiens ... 

■ k k 

1802 

Halites of .\ssaye and Laswareo . 


1803 

Hattk of Trafaljjar . . 

■ ■ > 

1895 

I*cnin.r-ular War bejjins. 

• 

1898 

Hatties of Koriya and Vimeira ... 

■■ ■■ • 

■ 

j, Oporto nud Talavcra . 

1 

180l> 

Lines of Tom-s Vedraa. 


1810 

Hatties of Kueivte.s d‘Onoro and Albuera 


1811 

Stenniiig of Hadajoiu and Ciudad Jiodri{?o . 


1812 

Battle of Salamanca . . 

» \ 4 

1812 

„ Adttoria 


1813 

„ (Jrllie/ and Toulouse . 

• . • 

18U 

.vteiloo ... ... ... ... ... 

• « 1> 

1815 






CHAITKK Fir. 


OiX'ja;!'. in., 

Bom 173S; ruanioil, 1701. (’barlt^Uc 


\oaiV'. 

Soj^liia of M'.cklcnl^urg' 


Sialit/. 


Chief Chamuicrs of the Rfhjn (FirHf, pnrt).- AVillinrn T*iit, V'nrl nf Chatlwirin; 
the E/irl of Bute ; lllp“orpre (ironviUc ; .lolin Wilkes ; Hu- ^larque^s of 
Bockin^ihrt'ni; jMUniiod Burke ; the I>uko of (tr.'ifJon ; (!l»:irles 'I’owns- 
heud; Lord North; George Washington; (General Burgoyne ; Lord 
Ornwalli.s ; Sir George Savilo ; Lord IJod»u v ; General KlioU; Lord 
Shelburne; William l*itt the younger ; C'l>arlcs .hu«e.^ Fox; the Duke 
of Portland ; >Varren Hastings, 


(iKOiniK in. wmi at Ills accession Iwentv-lwo vears of age. Ho 
luul many advanUigos over his two ])rrdcfcs.s*>rs. Ho " was a 
Character of thorough Englisliiiiau, and, as ho said Idmself, Ito 
d^orifoiii. gloried in the name of Britain." Ho sjx>ke EngHsli 
as his native tongue, and he was fond of all things in which 
Englishmen delight; hut his cliararter had maijy defects. Unfor^ 
tunately, his education had been neglected. Ho had not l>een 
trained in broad views, wliich would liavo raised him above parly 
feeling, as an Engltsli king sliould be. IIw chief tutors had been 
Torie*s, and their views were opposed to those o{ the great 
ministers who had just made England so glorious. Moreover, he 
had been set against the system lately in use, by which tlie king 
chose his ministers from that party wliich was mo.st powerful in 
Farliaraent, He wished to name liis owm ministers and to cUoose 
his own policy. In short, he Granted not only to reign, but also 
to govern. 

In his dislike to the ndo of tho Whig minister.^ George was Hy 
no means alone. Since the accession of the IIi\no\*crian kings, 
powOTorthe power had really been in Uie hands of a 

Whigr Whig families, who liad been very jealous of 
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a^lmitting ever! $iK‘h able Whig:^ as Pitt arnl Fas into tbelr ranis. 
Tho power of these fatoiiios rested partly oji the memory of their 
aehievoments, partly on Uio inihieiioo wlaeh they had aorpiired 
ill ParluuncTit. In those days many of the horoui^hs whieh 'iseiit 
metnbera to Parliament were exa^edinyly small, some because the y 
had «leeayed since memhers waw* first given to them, some bcoanst? 
they Imd «ihvays been small and luid been created in order tlvut 


they miglil be under tlie innuetiee of the crow’ii, Sucli places were 
called Tot.lon boroiipih*:. The power of nomlnating their Rotten 


members was nsnallv in the hands of the crown or of 


Rottu 

borou)^ 


Homo neighbonihr;; lamlowner, or was sold to tlie highest bidder. A 
few years later tlian tliis. it wasasj-nn tcil that 200 members of Parliu- 
meiit \vere returned by places w'ith lens than 100 electors, and that 
357 members wore nominated by 151 patrons. Walpole and tlie 
Felhams liad organized tho Whig party so thoroughly Ijv tho use 
of tho crown influence, that tho Whig families were able to pursue 
their own coursa without regard to the washes of the king, as 
waa show'll by their fori'ing Pitt upon (ieorgo 11. Tliia HYKtcm 
George, meant, to'" attack, for he wislied to break, up parly and to 
govern, by men, arid ho hoped to have the Kymputhy of the great 
hodv of doctors, who had little more inJluciice than he had 
himself. 


On his accesnion, however, George fouml 


in oflicc the Pitt and 


.Kewc.asllo admini.^tiation, which was so strong in tlic country 
through the victories of Pitt, and s<i powerful in Th« Pitt and 
Parliament through the influence of Ncw'cdstle, that adminiSJra- 
ifcs position ucemed almost impregnahh?. George’s tton broken up. 
first step was to get Lord Bute, a Scottish Tory, who liad managed 
hig household, made Secretary of State. A favourable chance soon 
led. to Pitt’s retirement. He had information that Spain wras coming 


to the assistance of France, and wi.^ied to declare war at once; 
but as lie was nnahlc to move his colleagues, he resigned in disgust. 
As Pitt foTctr»]d, Spain herself d<j*la.red war, and the result of the 
delay vras to lose u.s an cxccdlcnt chance of attacking the Spanish 
fleet This incident increased Pitt’s reputation in the country. 
^Newcastle’s resignation soon followed that of Pitt. It had been his 
practice to u.ae the crow'n’s power of pTomotingto office as a means 
of keeping together the Whig party; but George insisted, as was 

2 a 
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higally hw »n making these appointments himself; so Kew- 
casilo, hulling his power lUKlermhua], sent hi his resignation. In 
this way tlio king, w'ithin two years of his ucccssioii, broke up tho 
gloiious Wtiig ininiiitvy of Fitt ami >xe\vc;istlo, and replaced it 
i>y iiiiothcr, under the pri'micrship of I^onl TiUte, a man of no 
polliicnl experionce whatevefj -who was simply a personal frioud of 
tlio king. Iluto lif^cariui IVimo Miiuidor in 17h2, 

The w^ar against 8paiii wag laiily suoco^-Hfiil. FoFowing PitFw 
j,]an. we aUackcil lier colonies ami took ilavannah, the capiud 

■We attack tk« Feha, and Manilla, the capital of tho Philippine 
3t>aui<iU Islanils; hut George and Baio had no iieurt in the 
coionio*. ,,^jj p) (ermiaalo it, wilhoat 

much regard to the intcro.sts either of Kugi.uid or her idlics. In 
1703 peace was juiivle at Paris between h’ngland^ 
France, Spain, and Portugal. Kiighind secured 
(‘anada, Tobago, Dominica, Si, Vincent, and Grenada; but wo 
gave up Miu’tinlipm, to whicli we had been soiling worth 

of goods a year, and also navaniuih mid Mariilla. |*ondieheiry, taken 
in 1701, Wtts also restored to tho French. The King of Prussia, "whose 
eHorts in Gcriuany hiid enabled Pitt to gain his siiccossestho 
colonics, w'iis abajuloncd and Ids subsidy withdrawn. Tho terms of 
this treaty were universally eoudenmed by tho Whigs; but IIoHry. 

FoxcUaneoa tho 

fticies. king, managed, by bribery and corn^ptioii of all kinds, 

to secure a largo majority for it in tho Hou.so of Cominon^t. For 
thiii service ho was raised to tho peerage as Lord Holland, ^Kilo 
the peers who opposed liini were deprived hy tho court of their 
lord liouLcnancies, and private persons of all ranks who dared t6 
support the AVhigs were tiirnod out of tho posts which they held 
tiudor tho crown. Theso acts, how'ever, only raised a storm of 
Bute omitted to iudiguulioii agtiiust the court, ami when Bute pro^ 
roBistu posed to pay for the war hy a tax on cider, he^: en¬ 
countered such a tiood of :ahiiso'ihat ho \va3 forced to retire from, 
offico. Though Bute retired from ollice, he liad still groat inducnce 
willi the king, so that tlio witty Lord Cliestcrfleld said that the 
public still saw Lord Bute through Uio curtain, w'hiclr^ indeed, was 
very tmnspiirent,” 

Tho king replaced Bute by Pitt\s brother-in-kwj Geoige Qren- 
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bionfrht ^yith luuii LoiiU Kgmnjout and Halifax. By 
this tiin»5 George had isucceetUvt in oi'gaul.zing in 
the Houko of Conii''if;»n;3 ii called the king’s miixiatry/ 

frionds, who wero iiiit attached to oitlH‘r Whigs or Thokiutt*# 

Tories, but videcl with or agiinst ll<e uiiuhlers rrioftiis. 

exactly as they wero rudered by tJ).;*- Iiijig' hiia-'-clf. This Tnaiuutivre 
Oh the Ijing’si part made govoniuioiU ahnoid iuiposslhlo. The only 
way in which^it couhi have been defeated was by the unltod iudion. 
of the Whig party, which was still tljo most povvorfuS boily in Pailia- 
laoiiL Tljis, huwov'tJ!', was iinpi>:isiblc, l>ceauso tlioir great snccoHii 
in ^te last reign load divided the Wbigs into sections. Somo followed 
Pitt; otlicrs obeyed tho Manpiess of lloekinghani; a tiiird section 
was led by tho Duke of Bedford; and a fouiih followed Georgo 
Gre.nvillo. These fiieciior;;> couM iie\er make conniion cause, bo tho 
king was aide to defeat them in detail. For a time Grenvi'llo held 
Ida own by the support of llie king’s friends, and an attempt was 
then made to got Idtt to join him. This fuilod, so an alliance was 
made with the Bedford party, which sociued Grenville’s ascendency 
till 1765. 

Grenvino was not a .succcfr^^hil ininijlcr. Ho wMts a man of 
routine, and not a 8tato.smau. His lir.st error was Uio prosecution 
of Wilkes. John Wilkes, a clover Imt proHigato Frowcatioa of 
man, had shded, in >Jo. 45 of hi..> uuigtizine, tiie NoHh wttkeu. 
BHtoUf that tho ki%'.s Bpoeeh coidaiued a lie in reference to tho 


»THE rrm and grexvilles. 

Hester, Ctsuntt As Tvaiple, 7» liiehattl GfcnviUe. 


! 1 

Wilhani Pitt, ;s= Hester Karl (ieorge GrfcnviHe, =r Elwah<!th, 


created Gfeiiviik'. Xeaif'^^r • born 1712, 
Karl of Chatham. 1. 177i>. Prime Minif<ter 

170.'M7f55, 


daughter of 
isir William 
Wyndham. 


/ohu, Earl of 
Chatham. 


Waiiam Pitt, 
Prime Minister 

1804-180(^. 


d. 1770. 

F^iirl Temple 
(king’s agent 
in 1783). 

William Wyodham GrenviU<^ 
mated Earl Gren^ull^ 
Prime Minister 1806-7, 
d. 1834. 
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King of Prusi^ia. Every ono knows that the king’s speech is 
writ ten hy tho king’s mini:>tcrs; but Oeorgo vhosu to n^gtird Wilken’ 
ti&iiHfition as a personal atTront to himseif, and insisted that ho 
he prosecuted. The action itself was a mistake, hut tho 
minisiors wero also wrong iti the way they did it. Tliov arrested 
Wilkes <in a general wairrant, Le. a warrant which spfMufies no name, 
but allows the oHiccrs to arrost on suspicion. Moreover, tlicy had 
iu> right to arrest Wilkes at all. A moinljer of Pailianicnt could 
only ho arro.stod for treason, fcKmy. or breach of the peace, and of 
noun of those was Wilkes accused. Hy those erroi'S tho government 
contrived to put Wilkes in the right, and to enlist popular sympatliy 
in his favour. Wilkes, under Ifahcas Corpus Act, claimed to bo 
released, and Chief Jnstiee Pratt at. once ordered liiiu to be so, on 
the ground of his privilege os n incmher of Parliament, Wilke.s and 
the printers then sued tho king’s messengers for illegal iinprisonmeiit 
under a general warrant, and w'ero successful in obtaining damages. 

^I'bo commons, however, voteti No. 45 to bo a seditions 
<*xDen«ci irom libel, and expelled Wilkes from the. house? for having 
Pftriiument, ■yyritien and published it. This higli-haudcd act, 

which showed that Parliament w'as no longer the guardian of tho 
people’s rights, but tho agent of the king, caused riots to be made 
in Wilkes’favour; but, of course, Hiere w'as no rcuiody against an 
Act of Parliament, 

Grouvillo’s next blunder was bis attempt td tax tho American 
colonies. On tho surface thoro was much to he said for tliis course. 

The late war had freed the colonies from fear of 
tttN>mpt*to tttx Prance, and it scjcmed only fair that they should 
c5ionl^^^ share of tho expense.^, iigain, England was 

tho only country which did not tax its colonies. 
Home, Carthage, Spain, Portugal, Holland, and Franco liad all done 
BO, and there seemed no reason why England should be an exception, 
especially ft.s she had had to a<|d largely to her debt to pay for a war 
in their defence. On the other hand, the colonists \vere not unwilling 
to pay their share, but, like other Englishmen, they claimed not to he 
taxed except through representatives, and no members for tho colonics 
sat in the English House of Commons. However, in 1764 Grenville 
jxassed an Act imposing customs duties on the Amencan colonics, and 
gave notice that it was to be followed by a Stamp Act. At the same 
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time, ho irritate^l the oolouies by trylu»; to put a stop to the pr.ic- 
tice of trailing witti tlie S[)anish settlements, in Avhioh our colonists 
liad long iiululged to the great annoyaueo of the Spaniards. Tlio 
news of these measures caused great excitennent in Atnerica, and-'iio 
loss than six of the thirteen colonies protested agairkst atamt» Act 

the Stitnip Act; but in spite of this tlw act was pawwi. 

passed. By the Stamp Act tho goverfuneut was ahlo to levy a tax 
on all fiuch transact ions as giving receipts, cashing cheques, and 
leaving mont^ by ^vdl. This is done by nneans of a stamp which 
is bought from the govcMument .lud attached to the document, 
witliout which the transaction is illegal. This was the first attempt 
of the government to levy an inland r(3veuuo as distinct from 
customs. The colonists met this law by obstinately refusing to uso 
the stumped packer. 

Things were in this sfate when Grenville left oflice in 1705. Tie 
had never been a lavourito at court, as his long t:pecchcs bored 
tho king, and George soon made an excuse for dismissing him. 
The king tlicn applie<h through his uncle tho Duke (d Cumberland, 
t-o Vitt; but tho iiegrdiations broke dovvn. The duke next addressed 
tho Manpieas of Rockingham, ami ho and lus friends The 
agreed to form a govoriiirumt. As, however, tlicy 
were opposed by tho other sections of the AVhigs, and won. 
had to roly for support on tho king's friends, they \verc necessarily 
very weak. Under iheso ciroumstaares tlio Rockingham Whigs 
only held olhco foPayear; but duriitg that time they repealed tho 
Stamp Act, and also j>at>ged a rcsobitioii declaring general warmnts 
to be illegal. While repealing the Stump Act, however, they woro 
careful to pass an act stating that Efkgland has authority over tho 
colonies both in legislation and taxation. The repeal of tho Stamp 
Act was mainly carried through the efforts of Kduiund Burke, tlio 
wisest statesman of his time, in whotn»Rockinglmm had great con¬ 
fidence, and of Pitt, w'ho made a magnificent speech, in which ho 
pointed ont that the trade of Amer^a was worth £3,0<X),000 a year 
to England, and that we w-erc risking this sum/or a miserable pittance. 

In fpite, however, of tho support which he gave to the govern¬ 
ment in tins case, Pitt was no good friend to Rock¬ 
ingham. Like tho king, Pitt was no admirer of party 
government in the strict sense of the terra ; but always advocated, 


Pittas coalition. 
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as the Patriots' }ia4 Jloto in ihti linic of AValpole, the formation of 
a government which ehoiihl include all sections} of opinion. ^Tho 
Ilockingliam party was bo sncilh that Pitt now saw his chance of 
tflTocting a coalition against it, and bo in 17GG lie united with the 
king' to turn out Rocklnghanu A strong govonmient was then 
ibrmad under tho Duke of Grafton, one of Kockingham’s Secretaries 
of Shite, as nonnnal head, and Pitt himself look tlio office of Lord 
Privy Seal, and wont to tho Ilon.so of Lords as Earlj^of Chatham. 
Grept things wore hoped from thia adnpoiatralion, bat it was 
unlnoky from the firat, and in the end turned out a completo failure. 

Pitt’s removal to the Upper House was a mhfake. It weakened 
his power, os he- could no longer sway the House of Commona by 
Pitt becomes his ehxpieuco, and it h>s» him his title of the “Groat 
SS^etiwaituo Oominoner,” in which he had gloried, and deprived 
private iiio, him of some of his reputation for disinterestedness. 
Worse than that, he lunl hardly assumed j>ower when he fell ill. 
Ifow ill ho was will never ho known, hut ho first refused to see 
his colleagues, and thou to answer kdiers, and finally retired to 
Batli, and took no share in pn'ollc liusuiess. Left tliiis wdthont 
A head—for Grafton haid neither influence nor ability—tho minlsUy 
had no fixed policy, and soon fell into complete disorder. In 
the teeth of PitPs declaration, Charles Townshend, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, ptit a tmmlx>r of small cus¬ 
toms duties on American importSj^tho total produce 
of which taxes was estimated at only £40,000. 
This action revived the irritation which had been appeased by the 
repeal of the Stamp Act, and as tho government was still Insisting 
ujK)!! tJi© scheme of stopping smuggling, ill feeling reached a In^ 
pitch. Soon after passing this measure Townshend die<i, and was 
succeeded by Lord North. Shortly afterwards Lord Ohatliam 
recovercrl, but hia first act woS to resign, his post. 

In England the ministry went equally wrong. In 1768 there wa$ 
a general election, aiul Wilkes wa 3 elected by the county of l^liddle- 
'Wiik»s Tlie king was determined that ho should not 

rft-«iect(»d. government, under his influence, 

ordered Wilkes to be arrested as <vn outlaw for his former libels. 
Kiots eo violent followed that in London alone twent}^ people were 
killed by the soldiem, and Wilkes became the hero of the mob, who 


Tax«s ou 
AtnGrloa.n 
impoits. 



ire©.} 


Groftm — North. 


359 


at this Hmo w<jre ihoron|.Thly tli^contont^’tj with the state of ofTah'S. 
The fact was that Gcorge't» schorao was ho; 5 uuiiijg to bear its fruits. 
He iwtd now swccossfuity weytod Itio goverr.merit from tiio hancljs of 
the Whig leaders, and had got a ministry which w^ovild do wluvi iio 
wished ; but unfortiinatedy ho had noUthe ability to bo a siKcessfui 
despot, and llie roojo pejmmal power he had tho more tlisng^-i went 
wremg, Tho governrnent, nuder his b'.*oaine thoroughly 

unpoymlar, ^ was ?lio\viii by tiro publication in 17Cf9 of the th*Pi 
of “The letters of Jotons/* which appeared in Iho "Tboi^ijsUwr* 
Puhlk ^bftvrh'*:r. Tho real name of their author of Juuiu*.*' 
was never ascertained, though it is now gcnemlly thought that 
they were written hy ^ir Philip l^’rauois, then a clerk in one of the 
govemmeut ofib'cs. They athickcd tl»e govcniiuent in coarse and 
violent language, but with biting sarCiisin and admirable skill, a)jd 
they were read all over the country. 

Not Kalisfied, how'cver, with prcv(mtit»g Wilkes from taking his 
scat, the Commons, under tlio lead of Ib.c* king’s friends, acltially 
tried him for a now’ libel, expelled him frfim the wakps 
House, and ordcrtnl a now cleetJon for 5iiddlcse>;. exp^uedfrom 

- ^ ' tho Hou«0- 

Of coiireo Wilkes was re-elected ; but the Couiruony 
held hiin incapable of Bitting, doclarctl the election void, and 
ordered a newono to bo held. Again Wilkes was rcyelected, and 
then at the fourth contest tJto Commons actually Atrafo 
declared that his o^>oncnt, Colonel F>uttr(dl, had been re-tt.Uicw^. 

chosen, tiioiigli ho had only gained 290 votes to 1143 given to 
W'ilkes. Tlris concluded the contest for the raomeid, but the 
attacks which potired in upon Graftori from all sides were so violent 
that he xclireil, his place was taken by Jus Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Lord North, a man of great odministrativo worth 

ability and sui excellent debater, but wholly under the bocome# 

■ . SCiiiidtitr 

kmg*s influence. Geoig© bad, In fact," sneceoded in 
reducing the government to the ideal at which he had aimed, while the 
clever use he had made of the crov#J influence had gained him ^vch 
a fdflowiog in the House that his opiwnents were almost powerless. 

It was evident by tliis lime, from tlic reception of “ J imius’ Letters,” 
that the House of Commons had l>ccotDe very' un- publication of 
popular^ and tho Cpmmons were, tliereforc. more than 
ever Jealous of any publication of their debates, which had been 
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diHliiictly declared to be a breacli of privilege in 1728. In spite of 
tliis <leclariitiun the debatc« had been surreptitiously reported tinder 
false riaincH, under the title, for instance, of “ [debates in the Par¬ 
liament of Lilliput/’ a name taken from “(lulliver's Travels,’* Of 
late, however, this disguise h«d been tlnown oft) and in 1771 tho 
CoininoiiB mado a vigorous altenjpt to prevent the practice, by 
ordering the arrest of one of the printers. Tlio man was a livory- 
num of Loudon, and denied tlie uuthority of tho Hou^e.^tand he v/ns 
hacked by I ho authorities of the city, who {^rested the rnesi'engor 
of tho Commons and broiudd him before tlie Lord Mayor and 
Aldenncn, one of whom was Wilkes. l>v tlieni the juinter's <piarfcll 
was taken up, and tlui Commofis wvre foiled. Sisire that time tho 
pijblic.'ition of deliates* thongli still assiu fed to be a breaeii i>f prlvilegt:, 
has gone on with only oecnsioiial iijt(ni tjption‘’. 

The first act of the new ministry was an attempt to conciliate tho 
Colonies by withdrawing all the customs duties except licit on tea, 

which was retairuMl in order to show the right of 
Att(>ynptto , 1 . fT-i • * 1 I 

ccnicmfitoth« Ikirhainont to tax the colonies. Ihis miglit Have 

coioui«», ciatistied tho ctdonists at lirst, l.»ut th<>ir views wero 

now enlarged, and it was the j>riiieip]e, and not tlie money, that 

they now cured alamt. In 1773 Lord is'orth i>a.<sed an act. which 

altered tliO government of India, ami, to iudp tho Iva.st India 

Company, he alloavcd it to bring oerUin tea, duty free, into Lng- 

KoproMtv® export it to Americ^, subject only to 

moasur€>« small duty enfureed liicre, Ilowevor, when tho 

■ tea-ships reached Ih^ston, they were boarded by a 

coionuia. |>Q(]y (^,f colonists disguised as Indians, and tlio tea 

was filing into the water. Thi.s lawless act rouse«hthc government 

to vigorous action, and to pnnisli Uic people of Massaclmsetts, of 

which Ilostou was tho capital, Iw’o acts were passed, by the first 

of which the Constitution of\Massachusett3 was aimulled, and the 

colony put under the absolute power of the crown; by tfic jsccotid 

the eiKstom-houso was hikcn to Ilew Salem, wldch was mucli tho 

Rume as removing tlie trade of Liverpool to Preston, or that of 

London to Gravesend. The ohjeet was to niin tho Koston merchants 

hy preventing goods being landed there. This action brought 

matters to a crisis, for all men xvho uudenstood colonial feeling 

knew that tho colonists would rather tight than submit. Uldortu- 
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nately, tlio mass of En};Kshincii Avero profotui.Jiy ij;norarit uf th(» 
coIouicH. There had for a loug tiioc been little eiaigratiou froni 
Kttgland to Anoaiea; there wtis A'ery little to and fro, for iu 

those days ilie voyage tv»ok six wot'ks; and mrliaiucui refused to 
pay’ utteutioii to the wandiiga of C-hathaai and l>ufke, the otdy 
slatxjsuiGu who were really conipetout to advise in the niatter 

After these repressive tnejisuroB ha<l been i^issed, the other rtdo- 
nles caino t<^lhe assistance of Massfichnsetts, and a ( ongress was 
Kurnrnoned at Jdiihulehthui which Avas attended by i^«,coioj^*» 
representatives from all the states V-nl Georgia, whicdi 
liad only been founded in 1732. (hsc td the leaders 
of Congress was George Washington, who had distinguished himself 
in the old W'ar against llio Froin li. lie said le» would hini.scdf raise 
thousand ineir to li(;!p the riien of Itoston. Meanwhile tlio Musm*' 
chusetts assembly’, instc\nl of dispersing, as ordered by’ tlje govcrnoi, 
had kept together, and willidrawn to O>nro>d, where it began to 
raise troops and to collect siij)plies. In I < < 5 an utteinjjt to scizo 
these led to the first fighting at Lexington, and in it the colonists, 
who wcTO excellent irrcguliU* soldiers, got the udvantagt', and soon 
afterwards seized Bunker’s flill, wincli was so Hituated that it coin- 
mandcil Boston. From this tijc>’ wme expelled by tlm ikitish, but 
at a great sacrifice of lifi*, and tln'O tho war began iu real earnest. 
The colonics w'cre divitlcd into three groui'Si—'the noitlicrn m Noa/ 
England colonies comprifting ^lassachusetts, Idiodo Isiund, Lon 
nccticuL und New Jlarnpsliirc, wlsscli were in origin The three 
Puritan; the central, New York, Pcimfiyivania, New 
Jersc*y, and Delaware, lay near the Ifudson and 
DeUiware rivers^ ou teiTitory" much of w’hich had originally been 
Dutclg but liad been settled by English colonists since IfiGi; and 
the southern, Maryland, Virginsu, the Carolines, and (looigia, 
which were slave-holding states, aim first danger the English 
had to fear waa a general rising of their American btates; but an 
invasion of Canada by the colonists proved a faihire, for such 
fahr laws had been given to the French settlers that they rcicaiucd 
imo to tlieir allegiaiioe. 

This danger being averted, the English applied themselves to 
the conquest of tiie New England states; hut in this Declaration or 
they failed, for Gcorgo Washington, who had been 
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u|vpotntc<:l coinrnanflcr-in-chfof by tbo sefeetl Dorcht»st«r 

TIVjtghlH, wliicli complfittily commanded Boniuti, and Sir WQltam 
Ilowc was forced fo withdraw. Encouraged 1.»}* this event, Corigr<?J^si 
l)oIdly declared the Unite*! States to be ind(‘pcndont of England, 
and drew np a constitnlion for their gov<‘riiniont. The English 
then changed their bas<3 of operations to Now York, arid tried to 
f^cciire the lines of the Hudson and Dehuvare, in ovtler to cut tho 


s-itates in two. In this they wore partially anccosf^ful, they drove 
Washington from Long Island and New York, and in 1777 they 
houtlinru at Brandywine Kiver, and took Phiiadolphia. the capital of 
rounsylvania. To make their victoiy complete, it wiu arranged 


that General iJtirgoyne should mnrcli from fkinada down the river 
Hudson, and join hands witli Goiicral Ciiiiton, who was to advance 
from Now York. However, Clinton w.asi ao «loW' lluit Burgoyne, 
i><»n 5 ntat when he had advanced about ]>a]f~\vaj', found himself 
samtoffa. surroipidcd by ari overwhelming force, and waa 
obliged to auirender at ^Saratoga Springs. 

The disaster at Saratoga was the tnrning'point of the war. Hither¬ 
to it had been thought citlior that England would easily beat the 
Francrt, Spain, Colonists, Of that a reconciliation W’ould be effected, 
and MoUand But rn^v Fninco, holicving (hat tho colonists would 
independ«n<!« be .miccCivUal, in order to rcvengo herself upon England 
of America, Canada, recognized the independence of 

(lie States, and was jainc<l by Spain in 177ft, (f^d by Holland in 
t7S0. England tlnw found herself free to face, not only with her 
revolted colonists, but with the three great naval powers of Europe, 
and from that moment her chance of success was small. 

When Franco joined the colonists, some of the Wliigsr, under the 
?.)ukc of Bichinond, advised that we should ourselves acknowledge 
Chatham the independence of our colonics; but this riew was 
ind^^ouca distasteful to Btwkc and Chatham, who had all along 
of Amoiioft. advised conciliation—especially to Chatham, who had 
done more than any other statesman to build up the oropire in 
America, and was aghast at the idea of it l>emg so soon ruined. 
x>eath of strong was his feeling on Uio subject, that while 
Chatham, opposing the Duke of Richmond in the House of Irfwds? 

he fel( de^ in a fit on the floor of the House, and was carried 
homo only to die,* Chatham's protest, however, was so far successful 
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that iho war, winch wats now much against Franco as against tho 
eolonjos, w^as coiitinnofl. 

Mcawwlille, tho disaster into which the king’a govonmicnt was 
plunging the country ha<l aroitge^ a J>pirit of opposition. Opinions 
differed as to tlie host means of hiinging the ad- isconov icwi 
ministration of the country' into accord with tite 
wishes of the people, Sonui thought th.at the remedy *“««>«». 
lay in diminishing the king's conimaiul of money, otlicn? in 
taking )vway*iombors from the rotten boroughs ami giving them to 
populoas towiiB and to*C(umtk'S. TIiomo tw’O f chemc? were called, 
respectively, Economical and IVrliamcntary reform. Tho first was 
adv<Kialed hy the llockingtiani Whigs^ wdiosij spokesman in llio 
House of (Vmrnons was Kdraund Burke; the Kecmid, by Lord 
Chatham and his fricruls. I'ho king and Lord North had most 
miinence in the small boroughs, while Bockingham relictl upon the 
counties, and Chatham on the largo towns, cKperiahy on London. 

In 1780 the advocates of economical reform received great 
ftopport by the presentation of ft potitkm from the Ireeholdcrs of 
yorhshire, demanding a rcdiictioii in the salaries of oreatTork- 
otlicUls and the abolition of siiiccnro ofTices, which »*^i<“op«uuoa. 
had simply bccm used as means ()f bribery. No less than twenty- 
tlireo counties supported the Yorkshiremcn, and Burke w'as on- 
couragod the same year to bihig in a hill for economical reform, 
which, however, failed to pass. Thwarted in this way, Diinriing 
brought forward \ motion “that the power of the crown has 
increasecl, is increasing, and ought to lui diminislicd,” and carried 
ft by ft majority of 233 to 215. Next year Burke brought in 
another bill for economical reform, Imt was again defeated by 
the government. 

Mejmwhile the party wlio favoured I'^arli.aTnentary refoim were not 
idle. The first motion on the subject was made by Sir F. Dashwoml, 
ft Tory, in 1745, in tlm midst of tlic Jacobite re- project«for 
belKon# It was so ill timed that |othing came of it, 
biat in 1770 Lord Chatham suggested the giving of a third member 
to each connty j and in 1776, Wilkes, who bad been allowed to take 
his seat in 1774, brought forvrard a motion on the subject, which 
was lost without a division* In 1780 fho Duko of Hichmond 
introduceda bill mto the House of Lords providing annual Barlia- 
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mciits, raauhood sulVraj^'c, anti tricot'>ral ilistrictn, but was of courtio 
tiofcatetl. These abortive ntteiiH'ts hcrvetl the purpose of keeping 
the reform of iWliamcntary rt^prcscittation before tlie country. 

I a 1778 the gradual awakening wliich was shown in the agitation 
for eo’irioniy and tbc ]:>roposa!s for refonn was also manlfosted by 
tile passing of a measure introduced by Sir Georgo 
Savilc, a member for Vorkshire, for the relief of the 
Jloman Catholics from some of tln^ir disabilities. By 
it the laws wero ivptjaled which forbade^ their priests 
to say mass, or tluir laymdii to ac<|niro land by 
purchase. XInhapjvily, ihese very proper concossions roised a 
storm of excitement in the eonntiy, in which ilic anti-Catholic 
feeling wavs still very strong. Anti-ropish rhils at onco occurred 
Tho Gordon S<'Otlund, and in 1780, when Lcu’d (rcorgo Gordon, 
riots. rrosident of tho Protestant Association, presented a 
jictitiori to Parlianicnt against concession to tin* Uoman Catholics, a 
riot broke out in f-iondou, in which the prisons were oj[K!nc‘d, chapels 
gutted, and pro[5ertv ilcslroved to an extent as probably 

London bad not witnessed since (fade’s rcbtdlimi in 14ht>. For 
nearly four <laYs tlie riotens laid pos:''<‘ssion of the slieets, and it was 
only tho finnne.ss of tin? king himself, who that tlio Roldicrs 

shonld lire on the mob, which prevented tho disaster from being 
Blill more terrible. These riots, moreover, were of great importanco 
afterwards, for when tho French Ilevolutiiui broke out and disorders 
occurred in Parvs, orderly people thought of the ^iordon riots, and 
detornuneil that, conic what might, such things should not again 
occur in I.ondon. A vivid description of these riots is given in 
Idckeus’ “ Barnabv Kudge?.” 

All this time tlic mini^te^a had been doing Iheir best to bold tbeir 
own in Europe mul America, As soon as Spain joined tho war, 
8f«ffo of ^ attempt.w'a.s made, by a united army and fleet 

oiuraiur. and Spaniards, to take Gibraltar; but 

Governor Eliott nobly defended^ his charge, and by burning tbo 
enemy’s baltcvies by means of red-hot .shot, kept bis assailanta at 
bay. In 1780 Admiral Itodnoy ilefeatcd tho Spanish fleet off Capo 
St. A’incent, and threw supplies into Gibraltar, which w’ith this- 
assistance managed to hold out until the siege was Anally raised. 

In America, however, Washington was so fdfmidable that in 



1778 wc wnc to ovaourito rhilufloipliia* and inako Nt:w 

York our hoail-Muarnnr., and roiuain fur tlu» most part ^ ^ 

on tun fli.dun.sjvo. J/i 1 § 80 a jjlooni ^s'^ls cast over ovarnate 
tho whole arnij’ hy the sad fate f.U' Major Andid, an ****^**^**®**^^*** 
English ofticcr, who had hoen ordcreil to ncir/diato with B^ncrlii't 
Arnold, an Anuirican general, who oflercil to desert his countryuten. 
Andrd had gone nl nlcht to tie' American tlm*H in unifonn, hut 
W'hcn day Igroke ho was persuaded to (hange his elotiie)>, and, heing 
ouptured within the Averican line:’ without his uniform, w'us h:yige<l, 
as a spy. Amol'd dcsoi'lcd, hut did Httle. gooil to his new friends. 

In 1780 it w'aa determined that paifc of tho army, under Lord 
Cornwallis, should leave Xew' York and laud at ('hailcstoii, in 
South Carolina, ajjd try to secure th<* Southern States. At first 
(’ornwttllis was Kuccessful, and Ta^r<I Ihiwdott won the battles of 
Cunideii in 1780, and of (iuildford in 1781. He then marched along 
the coast towards !shnv York, much as Burgfiyno had tried to do 
along the Hudson river, but wuis hemmed iii at Barremierat 
York Town by General Grcrme, and, as the English York Town, 
heet was not at hand, w’as forced to snrrondor. Tliis great disaster 
brought tlui fighting on land to a virtual but the English Ji^till 
coijtiuued the naval war against t!jo three Eurof'Can states. Uodney 
W’aafortunate enough to take St. Kustatki, a rich West Indian I.sland, 
from the Dutch, but the Frei»ch soon captured it, and in 1782 the 
Bpauiardy seize<^ Minorca. It seemed as if Eiigkmd had not only 
h»;>t tho command of tlifj f?ea, hut was going to lie stripped of her 


colonial empire. 

Under theso cirouiTistancc.s Lord North would gladly have made 
peace, but G^gorge ehmg ohstinatedy to w^ar. The House of 
Commons, however, was les.^ obdurate. When the of 

news of tho loss of Minorca came, Nortli’s majority 1 * 0 *^ N'ovta. 
dwindled rapidly, and in March he rb.signed, after an administration 

of twelve years, Lord North was succeeded by a H^ockiinrhain*# 
rainistr)^ composed of members df tlie two chi<*f Y'hig iwcond 
parties. Rockingham was Prime Minister, and brought 
with him the son of Lord Holland, Charles James Fox, who bad 
<istabUshe(l his refriitation as one of tlie greatest debaters in the 
House of Coiimmiis, Lord John C?ivcndi.sh, Burke, and Sheriiban. 
Chatham's friends were represcnte<l by I^ord Slu lbumo, Secretary 
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<*f Btute, Lor«l Citni<lon, forruoily Chlof Jii,shVo Pr.att, ami Duiuiing, 
I^ord li'Kjkiiigliaia iilfio ofltrcct a poj^t to William Fitt, second eon of 
Lonl (Uiatbarn, who, though only twenty-three, Imd made a great 
iimm^ iji the House; hut it was declined. 

fti accordiUieo with Whig priiK-ipIcs, the operations J^^asnst tlio 
Americans \rero discontinued; but against Fnaice, Spairj, aihi 
Wesfotiationi TIolland war was waged as betV've. Fortunately, 
forpottcft. Uodno.y, in A]wil, defeated tbo Frcri;:di admiraJ, 

Coiujit do (Irasse, in the Indies, and. in September General 
FUott beat oft’ a grand attack of the French and Spaniard^!, and tbo 
siege of Giliraltar, which had lasted three year?, was abandoned. 
Theso victoricH much im|)roved Iho prospects of a satisfactory 
peace, for wliich lu’gotiations were set cm foot. 


RockinghaTii’s second administration carric'd c;ut tho plan of 
economical refmm, which hw party Iiad so long advocated in 
Ecottomicai oi»posHion. By a hill hronght in by Bnrko fv^r the 
voforma. reform of tho civil list, tho private e.!ipend.iluro of 

tho crown was carefully regulated. It was divided into eight 
classes, and rcalnciions were made to iJm extent of £72,000 
annually, by abolishing iiselcjss oOices. At the same time, an act 
was passed excluJin^,j persons who held contracts to supply the 
govenmtent with any articles from .sitting in tho House of Com¬ 
mons, by which a frequent means of indirect briber}' was abolifilicd. 
Another act forbade rtwenuo oibcers to vote in ^^doctions, and as 
it was shown that no less thiui 11,500 ofticors were cdectors, and 
that soventy elections depended on the it votes, this was a great 
blow to the inliucnco of the crown. At tho same time William 

Pitt'»inotion ^ pursuanco of tho principles of liis party, 

tor pfttUftTnen- brought forward a motion for Parliamentary refortft; 
taryTeiorm. though Fox \vas in its favour, reform had never 

been favoured by Burke, and tho motion was rejected by 161 to 141 
—figures which show that it received very consjdorablo support. 
By another resolution all the formlr proceedings in connection with. 
Wilkes’ election for Middlesex were expunged from the jourixalH 
of the House of Commons. 

During the American war matters in Ireland had reached a very 
state of critical state. We saw how Uie Jrish Parliament 

simply represented tho ProtestaiUs, who were an 
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insignificant itjinnnty of the people of Ivthind, aiul how the right; 
of Icgislatir^g for Ireland had been complottdy scctiml for t3i(' 
Knglisih ParHarjient by the Act of 37IJh Tho Proresfaiits also 
^omplutncd, that, while the r?atiye Irish niam»faot\a'o of frieito 
anmolej'^tod, Iho atten^pt to introduce the I'nghsih woolloii Hradi' 
hsul been repjwod since IfiOO. W'hilo the Ulster Ikiion indusUy 
had not bo^jn encous^agod. This st:iti 2 of things t‘;iuscd jp eat dbcoii ’’ 
tent, as wa5J shown by the agitation against Wood’s hAlf[KUice; 
blit, on (he whole, Indand lirnl been rpuct until iho outbreak of 
♦ho American war, fiuTl even till tiie coloikhtt; \v<;re joiucff by 
European states. To withstaiul this fonnidable coalitiun tho English 
were obliged to withdraw many of their trooj^? from Tieland, and in 
177*) their place wixh taken by IVolestant wduntoors, who were 
allowed to enrol themsedvea, aiul to whom tho gnvcnuucrjt 
furnished arms. 

Encouraged by Ibo exarnplo of Anunica, the voluntccra soon 
formed the noti(,yi of ushig their aims as Un? Americana had done, 
to secure concessions for thcii* country, and so for- 
midablo was their altitude lliat in 1780 tho Knglhh voiu»tc«w. 
rarliament, which had already made !?(une slight conci'SHions, 
annulled a great runny of the restiiclions on Trisli trade. En* 
couraged by diis success, the volunteers supported Gmttan, a 
moinbcr of the Irish Parliament, in drawing up a 
Declaration of Eight, ib-Mrianding I(‘gi;4ativc indc- i>eciamtioa 
pendence for TrcAiuL This was accepted by tho 
Irish Parliament in April, 1782, and the English rarlianient 
passed mcasuresi by which tho Act of 1710 was repeiiled, and 
Pov nings’ Act was so far modified that the Irish Parliament beearao 
iiulGpendcut * 

In July, 1782, tho Marquess of Ihickingham died. From tho 
outset, tlio division in the ministry belwcon Kockingliam, Fox and 
Burke, 'who had tlie confidence of Parliament, and Lord 
6hcltmme, who was the favourite^ of tlui king, had 
been very markcHl. Fox and Piirkc would hfAVo had 
tho Puko of Portland for Premier, and when George appointed 
Shelburne, Fox resigned and Bmk© followed Jum. BheJhume 
foiTQed an adnjtotration from Chatham's followers, and those of 
the Bockinghatn Whigs who had not followed Fox and Burke, and 
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he bolfHy gave the pot^t of Chancellor of the Exclioqnor anti Iea‘ier 
of the IIoiLse of Connnoiis to young William TiU^ 

Tlio negotiations for j>eaco iiaving been successful, T*r>glan<il 
^lr•Kno\vlc.<lgc^i the rmleponilcnco of the Unitr<l States, anti in 1783 a 
Treaty 0 / ft)rrnftl pcaco was ccmclink«l at Versailles between 
VeifBaiiies. Engluml, Fraiicc, Spain, and llolluini. lly this treaty 
Knglaiul gave up Minorca to the Spaiuartls and Tobago to the 
French, but for tlio most part the foreign possessions remaincMi as 
before. Notliing, however, could make up to F'Tngland for the loss 
of her AineriCiin colonics, and a.s these have iiicreasod and muUi> 
plied mainly through emigration from Knglaud herself, the importance 
of their eeparatioji from Kugland has bt-come more uud more clear. 
In the matter of trade w'o have never done so inuclx with them as 
wo used to do when they wore under cmr tiag. When "the United 
States were our colonies, tht?y consumed per man more than 
w-orth a year of.Knglish goods. They have never done so njuch 
eince, and now cotisurne ])or head al»oiit 10.^, worth. 

Fa'CU before Iho preliminaries of }‘caco h.'nl boon scttlod, Shol- 
hurno found himself e.spf>sod to the attack both of his oMoppameuts 
and of liis recent colleagues. No one had been 
forced to iiiorc unsparing in Ins denuncuitiou of Lord North 
roBiira. Burke united with Lord 

North iu order to turn out Sholburuo- Notldng equal to this 
The coalition Coalition for inconsistency had over been seen in the 
xutaietry. phiglish Bailianient, and both king and nation were 
wroth at tho unnatural alliance. But in the House of Commons 


Fox and North had a large majority, who carried amendments 
in tlie address to the crown pxropo.sed by the government in 
1783; and on Februiuy 21 Shelburne resigned. To no ono in tho 
kingdom was the coalition more distasteful than to George himself. 
He looked on Nortli as a deJierter, and on Fox as a jiensonal enemy, 
whom ho had himself driven from olFicc in 1774. However; after 
vainly attempting various unsm^cessful combinations, the king was 
forced to give way, ami after thirty-seven days* interval the coalition 
ministry came into power, with the Duko of Portland as nominal 
Brime Minister, Fox and North being tlie Secretaries of State. 

The king, however, had no intention of allowijjf.' ibis arrangement 
to bo permanent, and he found an opportunity of striking at tlm 
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coalition when they hrougl^t in tlieii* Kast India Bill. Wc saw that 
the Ttctorios of Plasscy amt WamiewasJfi had shown inaiatinaot 
U*e supesionty of tho English and their tn^poys over 
the native soldiera and the French troops resjunnively, Compa-ny. 

In ITGOClEve came home, but in his absenoo Major Mniiro, in ITOI, ' 
defeated the Ni^bob of Oude at Ihixar and entered Allahabad. In 
l765Ciivc rettirned to Indin, and hi?, made the Kii.st India Company 
nilcts of nrj extensive lenitoiy by takin;^ over, by a tlee<I granted 
by the OrC’iit Mogul, the di.stricts of Bengal, OrisHa, ami Beliar, 
which bad been gover-.cd l-y tlic Nabob of Bengal. The N^bob 
was not deposed, lie w*as only penpioiied, and the government was 
still Conducted in bis name, but the Knglisii company wove tbo 
rcid rulers. 


lliough they had thus, acciiUmtally as it were, become rulcns, tbo 

object of tl\c East India Company was still to make moiioy. With 

puch an object as tlie end of government, it is no 

, , ^ , Mleerable 

wonder that corruption and oppressKm everywhere conduioaor 

prevailed ; and tfte now rule became a curse to the natives. 

natives. Famine followed famine, and the Ganges was sometimes 

choked with corjwss. At last stories of these deeds reached Krig- 

land, and the natives found a strong advocate in Edmund Burke, 

who, whether tlic victims were colonists, Irish, or Hindoos, ^vas 

always on the aide of the opprcssi.d. Clivo, undoubtedly, did what 

ho could to put down corruption; but the forces again.st him were 

too strong, and Fftrliament, urged by Burke, determined to take tho 

matter in band, 

A commission inquired into the case, and in 1773 Lord North 
pa^ed his Bcgulating Act, by wliich the three presidencies of Cal¬ 
cutta, Madras, tfnd Bombay were united under the j^ravoHh's 
governor-geuerai of Bengal; and Warren Hastings, BeguiatinK 
who was then president of the Bengal council, was 
made the first govemor-general. I'he governor was to be assisted 
by a council, and a high court of Justice to admiaistor English law 
was also created. * 

The new govemor-gendral wa.5 a man of very great ability, 
thoronghly versed in all tUo Indiah arts of intrigue, w«rr«u 
and on the whole he administered the affairs of Haattasa. 
Uie company ^flkh great siicc<m«. The greatest danger to the 

2 B 
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co]t)pftTiy*« power Bxase from tho ambition of Ily^or AH of My^ioto, 
a robber chief, wjio had ratticd himself to independoROO, amd 
tlu’Cflfened to ovorwholra Madras. Hastings was driven to tho 
last extremity to defend it, but in 1781 Hvdcr AH was dofcatod by 
Sir Fvro Cooto at Porto Novo—a Tiamo which recalls tho old 
Portuguese settlements. To supply money for thio struj^lo, and 
also to pay „tbe company’s dividend, Hastings had been forced to 
most unprincipled acts ; ho bad lent English troops for hire $0 tlio 
Nabob of Oude, and ho had by force and cajolery ottained large 
sums from the llajah of Benares, and also from the Begums or 
Pi'inccsse.s of Oudo, 

When the nows of IlastingB’ high hftuded proceedings became 
hnown, Parliament was again called on to inteifcre, and had a good 
BUJfordoaHu# doing SO, for in spito of all^ Hastings’ 

AiRiirB of the company was on the verge of blmkruptcy. 

»a«t India. Accordingly, tlio coalition ministry drew up a bill by 
Oompewr. tvhich the management of tho compaorcial affairs of 
tho company was to bo left to the directors; but political affairs 
wore to bo put under a board of seven persons nominated by 
Parliament for four years, and afterwards by the crown. So far m 
tho bill affected tho natives, it was good, for it liad been drawn 
up by Burke; but the bill was not judged on its merits. The 
opposition saw that its effect wonM be to give tho present majority 
in Parliament the whole control of East Indian patronage, and, in 
fact, would provide them wnth a gigantic engine* of patronage with 
which to secure their ill-gotten power. Under these circwmstances 
the bill was so distasteful to tho king, to the opposition, and to thp 
East India Company itself, that George ventured on a course which 
in itself \ras highly unconstitutional; for when tho hill came on for 
second reading in the Lords, ho authorized Pitt’s cousin, Lord 
B^ieettott of Tcmple, son of George Grenville, to say Uiafe ** who* 
tboXttdiftiuu. voted for tho India Bill was not only not hid 
friend, but would be considered hy him as m enemy.” This in* 
fiuonco secured the rejection of the bill, and the king, oveijoyed 
by his success, domandod the seals from the coaittion ofBcers that 
very night 

The coalition ministiy was dismissed on Hece^h^r 18, and ^ 
December 23 it was announced that William Pitt hadt formed 
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A government fitsm the king's friends, and from the old followens 
of Lord Cliatham* Then a groat struggle cnsue<h 
had made np his mind to dissolve Parliament, 
blit he iM.notvrlsU to dissolve until the conduct (ff the 
coalition had been thoronglily nn*lerotoo^l by tji« connhy. On tJi« 
other baud. Fox and Xorth wished to drive Plu from ofKco as soon 
as pr»ssible. Hut against all fhotr elofjueneo Pitt stood firm. It was 
in vain that the old ministers joked Pitt vn liis age, and laughed 
at kingtliom frusted to a schooltioy's care.” In vain ^they 
petitioned the king t<» lorm a strong govennnentj and Ihrealcncd not 
to vote (ho suppbos or to paj’.s the ^(utiay Act, U was soon seen 
that Pitt’s was the winning side. Tho lords 8U))ported him, the 
merchants of the city of London, w ho ha«l boon the stanneb friciulu 
of his father, ^ent him an address. Ilin friends in the Iltaiso .steadily 
increased,' and at last, on Marcli 8, a mid.ion of Fox against the 
ministers was canied by one vote only. Two days afienv'ards tJ»o 
Mutin}"* Bill wa.s .passed, anil on the ‘i.otb Parliament was? dissolved. 
Tire ©lection which followed was a signal irifirnph for PUt and 
the king. No Ics.i than one hundred and sixty of the friend.s of 
the coalition loc<t their ee.at«, and the wits of the day called them 
•* Fox’s Martyrs.” 

Tho new. Prime Minister wjis a wonderful man. From his boy¬ 
hood ho had I'ccn trainod to he a statesman, and ciieumstanccs 
had given him the opjiortnrdty while he was still . piitaiwi 
yon tig enough to%ake ufie of it. Moreover, Pitt was "^ng, 
tho first ][»Temier since the beginning of tho reign who bad posHCsacd 
the confidence of both tho king and the nation, and consequently 
besine^ was done with an ease and cclenty which for a long time 
had been uuknbwn. To his delight George found that hiit young 
minister in the main agreed wdth his own views, and had so mucli 
fldminlstratiTO talent that ho could*safely be entrusted to carry 
thehi out by himself. Consequently the popularity of Goorgo 
steadily increased. For the firsj twenty-three years of his^ roigu 
ha was undoubtedly very unpopular, for ho waa regarded as tho 
author of the nnpopakr aOt.s of the government} but he now begaa 
to g^t credit for Pitt’s success, aud the feeling of tho natjon under¬ 
went a compl<?i{^hange. 

One df Htt’aljrst acts was to pass an India Act. By it ho 
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created a beard of control, which was to he appointed by tho 
govermnont of the day. ThiiS board wa« to have 
.supreme control over the civil and military adminis¬ 
tration of the Company. All the patronage, however, was to ho left 
intho.hnndH of the Company, hut the crown reserved a right of veto 
in the case of appointments to the chief oflioos. This settlement 
fiatisfied hotli the Conipany and the country, and roniained in force 
till I8r>8, 

la 1785 \V arren ITaslings came hai’k from India, Knd the next 
year* Burke move<l his impeachment hefore the House of Lorchi for 
, . high crimes and misdemeanors, especially on the 

Impftftchment ^ . . . , ▼ . 

ofWiu’ten charge of injustico to the H.ijah of Bouarcs. On 
Hasuufts. oxainlning the evidence, ]*ilt found it impossible to 
defend ITa.stings in many respects, hut Ixo remained neutral, and Burke 
and Sheridan had the chief management of the prosecution, assisted 
by Sir Xdiilip Francis, tho supposed author of ‘‘Junius’ Letters,” 
who bad boon a member of H.astings’ council, and had done his beat 
to thwart him. TTio trial lasted six years, f.jr the lords rarely sat 
to hear evidence. In tho end Ilastirjgs was aciput(<*d ; hut the trial 
was a good thing, as it dilTuscd much knowh^dgo about Lidia, and 
was a warning to otlicr ofliccvs not to follow Hastings’ footetepa. 
Since Pitt’s Act and Hastings’ trial, tho civil service of India has 
been very ditforent from what it was before. The olTiciala have sot 
before themselves a higli standard of duty to the natives, and havo 
reckoned among tlieir numbers some of the nohle^rt:^ of Englishmen. 

Pursuing his own and liis father’s policy, Pitt advocated the reform 
of Parliament, and in 1785 ho proposed to disfianchise tliirfy'Six 
Pitta reform rottcn boroughs, and to give the members to Uie 
eoheme. counties and to London. The motidh, however, wae 
not agrocahlo to the king, and was throxvn out by 248 votes to 174. 

It was, however, as a finjincicr that Pitt achieved the most 
striking success. ITo had had an excellent training in pob'tical 
Commerciia economy, tlic science which tries to explain tho 
policy. process by which w'calth is created and distributed, 
on which subject a great deal of light had lately been tlirown by 
the publication of Adam Smith’s “ Wealth of Nations.” This book 
had taught that all nations would benefit by a free ephange of their 
goods, whereas it had been tho practice of govemraJnte to dftcourage 
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their fcopio from buying from otlior n',\tions, for fear that they 
w)«!d reduce the stock of gold in tlie country. The new plan waa 
culled Free Trade. 

Fitt adopted it, and in I78d Ite made a cominerrial treaty with 
France, by whicli Ixjth countries lowered their customs duties, and bo 
made a ntep in the direction of free trade. This treaty wa^ a good 
thing for both eountiios. Trade increased, aru! even tlje rcvemio 
rouped the ifcnefit ; fur as there was Icsja si!in};n.;liug under tho new 
law than inalef the ol*!, tim customs duties amounted ii> tho 
aggregate to a larger sum. Xu 1785 Pitt attempted to opjdy tho 
Siiiue system to tlio trade larlwcen K/igland and Ireland; but 
tbo English merchants were so Jiostilc to tho measure Uiat ho 
bad to itbandun the greater part of it. to the loss id « . 

, , . 1 , , Schomofor 

both countries. Pitt next brought forward a scheme pajnntroiTth« 
for paying oH* ilio National P^ebt. It was very coni- Debt, 

plicated, but at bottom it consisted in raising extra taxes each year 
in order to pay the debt. It did well in time C'f peace, but was 
not suited fur war, and after a time It was abaudonod. 

Tho feeling which prompted tho impeachment (d Hastings led 
also to an hupiiry into the horrors of tlie slave trade, and in 1787 an 

aaeociation was fornicd for its total alioHiion. Tlxis 

- . - laqmlry about 

could not iKi done at once, but in 1788 a bill was tnonUva 
passed for the better regulation of Fhvo-ships, and 
tho next yoiir, tli||^ough tlm oiTorU of Wilberforcc, Fox, find Burke, 
resoluliona condcnmLng tlie slave trade itself were intro luced, 

Tlie country Nvas ccunplotoly uljsorbcd in Pitt’s useful refinns, 
wdicn ail event happened which pudderdy threatened to doprivo 
Pitt of his poycr, and to place Fox and Burke 
ill office. As early as 1,7G5 tho king had been beoomefl 

threatened with madness, and in 1788 he became *»««-»«• 

completely insane. The case was a difficult one. The iiatiirui 
person to bo regent wms Hio Prince of Wales, but the prince 
was very unpopular. In 1772, tat the iiifibincc of TheBoyai# 
tho king, the Royal Marriage Act hail been pas.sed, **»vr{ag«Act. 
by which all the descendants of George If. were forbidden to marry 
without tlie consent of tho reigning fxivereign. Of this act tho 
prince had advantage to marry Mrs. Fitzhorbert, a Boman 
Catholic, which by tho Bill of Rights ’would have forfeited the 
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crown had tho marru^e been legal. An it was, ho could plead 
the Royal Marriage Act againiit the legality of Ida own rnarrkge. 
This action was universally disapproved. Moreover, the prince had 
Unpopularjty cootmcted immense debk, and was addicted to 
of tho'ptiTic^. gambling. More important^ however, than all, he 
woa attached to Fo.v, and it was well known that his first act os 
regent would bo to dismiss Pitt, and make Fox Prime Minister; and 
Fox, eager for power, doolarcd that tlio heir'a|)par^^nt had an 
inhorpnt right to ftvssumo the reins of govcmiijont. In these difficult 
circiiiastancos Pitt behaved very well, ITo did not rofiiso to make 
the princo regent, but ho declared that Parliament alone could giro 
*th»icin«r Parliament had the right to 

recQvorw. conditiorifl (,*ri which ho should hold it. 

Happily, before anything was settled tho king recovered, aiul he 
and Pitt became more popular than ever. 

Good fortune as well as good management had attended Pitt. 
Without any oftbrt on his part, his miai^ try gained tho benefit of 
commcroiai ^ g^reat WAvo of coiiuncrcial prosperity. Beforo tbo 
prospocur. Tiiign of George III., and for nine yeai'S into it, 
England Imd been chiofiy an agricultural country, and bad exported 
corn. She had some Tuanufactures, chiefly w^ooUoii and co tton, but her 
trade in them W’’a 3 not considcniblo. However, in the latter Jialf of 
tho eighteenth century a great change tcK;k place. Arkwright 
applied Uio invention of roller-spiniiing, by which ® strong thread 
was spun by passing through rOTohung rollers, instead of by 
slow method of tho spinaing-wheel; then Hargreaves devised a 
^inning-jenny, by which many threads could bo spun at once; and 
finally, Crompton combined tho two inventions in Iii^ mule. H^ardly 
had this been done, when Mr. Cartwright, a clergyman, invented a 
powcr-Ioom, in which machinery did what human hands had had 
to do before. Soon after this had been done, Watt’s improved 
stcam-ongino was used instead of water-power to drive the 
now machines. The demand fon new machinery caused a great 
demand for iron, which could now be obtained cheaper than 
former^, in consequence of the use of pit coal instead of charcoal 
in smelting it; while Brindley’s introduction of canals, and Telford's 
improvements in road-making, facilitated the exchap^’rof goods and 
the bringing of materials to tho districts where tSey were wanted. 
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These impTOTementa ui the aria Avere of more value to 
thaii tho discovery of the richest gold-nune, Fortumlely (or 
England, iti this country tlie coahmioea and the iiou-raines Kc near 
together, and give every facility for tlio const,ruetiou of machinery 
and the carrying on of manufactures. Tlie energy of her softs wua 
not slow to avail jteelf of a new source of wealth, and within a very 
few years the nation, which had thought herself luiued by Uio loss of 
her AmeriCi^ colonies, had shifted upon a career of wcaUh, which 
enabled her to support ivithoiit rain a coulest to which the Amc{icaci 
war had been a trifle. 


Cimf^ GENEHAL (MDER GEORGE fll. 


17 <k>-J 7 S 9 . 


Prosecution of Wilkes for No. 45 of tJio AV<A BrHim ... 

' East India (Jumpaiiy acqoirca the adminislmtion of Ikagal 

Stamp Act passes! .. 

First of “ Juniusi* letters ” .. 

Middlesex Election dispute.. 

Open publication of Parlinmenlary debates begins 

liord North’s Begulating Act for India . 

rA>rdOeorge Gordon riots . 

Independence of the United States acknowledged 
Trial of Warren Hastings begins ... . 


... i7C3 
... 1705 



... 1771 

... 1773 

... 1780 
... 1762 
... 1783 


emSF^ TREATIES, BATTLES, AND SIEGES, 1760 - 17 S 9 . 


Treaty of Paris . 

Battl^of Buxar .* . 

» liexlnl^n. 

Bunker’s Hill 

Suiteodet ai Saratoga ^ .« 

Siege of Gibraltar .. . 

BatUe of Porto Novo ... 

Surrender at Torktown ... . 

Bodney’s victory over C^unt do Grajjse 
Peat* of Versailles **v a*e #a* 


* 

wmm 

* *0 


• 

9 »* 

# ^ • 

# ■ « 

« ** 

• *» 

m 90 


... 176.3 
... 176* 
... 1776 

... 1777 
1772-1782 
... IT81 
... ", 
... 1782 
... 1783 







I 


CHAPTER IV. , 


THE WARS OP THE PUKNCH REVOLUTIOiT. 


Chief Ointackri of the 7Vm<r.—PiU; Fox; BurTte; Priefttloy; Paine; 
Xai»oleon Buonaparte; Lord Howe; Srr John Jervia; Lord Nelson; 
Admiral Duncan; Sir Sidney Smith; Lord Edward FiUgcraUl; Lord 
Cornwallis; Lord Castlercagh; Addingtonj afterwards Lord Sidniouth; 
Lord Grenville; George Canning; Lord Mornington, afterwanis 
Marquess Wellesley; Sir Arthur Wellesley, afterwardj Duke ol 
Wellington; Uie Duke of Portland; Wilberforce; Lord Liverpool; 
Perceval; Sir John Moore; Sir Francis Burdett; Willinin Cobhett. 


Chuif Contemporary Soreretyns, 


France. 

Kroperor. 

Prussia. 

Russia. 

Louis XVI., exe¬ 

Francis IL, 

Fretiericlc 

Alexander I., 

cuted 1703, 

1702-1808. 

William IIL, 

1801-1836. 

Republic, 170-2-170 L 
Diroctorate, 1701-1700. 
Couaulnto, 1799--1804, 
Kapoleon, Emperor, 
1804-1814. 

Louis XVllL, 1811-1824, 

Emperor of 
Austria, 
1808-1836, 

1707-1840. 

.4 


Thk contest to which wo referred in tho last chapter arose out 
of the French Revolution, an event of such importance that it forma 

Xmportanca of opcch 08 the Reformation, and of such 

the French far«reaching consequences that wo are still living 
iievQiutioit influence of tho movement. Roughly 

speahing, this revolution means tho revolt of Europe against the 
privileges left by feudaliBra. Though the movement began in France, 
all European countries in the last quarter of the eighteenth century 
retained in their customs much that was feudal JjVv origin. This 
system ha^l boon the framework of society in the ^fiddle Ages, and 
bad then been most useful; but by degrees society took a new 
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fonn, ami Ihen its uses dis^appcarod, while, unfurtunatelv, its abuses 
remained. 

The hardsliip of these was felt most keenly by the peopit; of 
Franco. There society was divided into the privne^ed and tl^iC uu* 
privUcfged, who were to one another as one to thirty. The jeiviloged, 
vrho included the noble.s and clcrg)% had almtvst all 
llie weallli of the country, hut paid hardly any orsvlwcU 
taxes; theeunpiivihged had to i*ay for both. In 
each manor or seij^nitry the lord «.>f the manor or 
sei^ieur had certain rjc:hts over his feniviits. These tenants wore 
not like Kn^i^lisii farmers; they did not: hire their lands from the 
landouTicr by barg-aln, but they held the land pcri)etually, subjoct 
to certain services which they hud to perform. They were, iu fact, 
in the same position as the villeins in Iho thno of Edward III. In 
England these services had I>een commuted for money paymontH, 
but in France they luni still to be performed. Such was tlio 
corr^iC) a service done by woiking on the roads, which was made 
veiy^ oppressive. Again, the seigueura had the sole right of hunting 
and shooting on the inajior. In England, if there ia much gaino 
on a farm, the farmer wdli not odhr as much rent for it aa if there 
wore little; but iu France the services and dues remained the sumo 
whetlier tljcrc nvas much game or little. The seigneur, too, might 
keep a dovecot with thousamls of pigeons, winch preyed on tho 
peasant’s fields, m that a man hail to sow his field three times 
in order to get. a crop. In the towns all trado.s 'were in Iho hands 
of corporations or guilds, who would not lot any on© elao ent*jr into 
buaineae unless he paid money to become one of their members. 
In the army, no ane except nobles might be ofiioers. In Ih© Churchy 
no ono but a noble had any chance of rising to be moro than a poor 
cur^ or parish priest. All the best places W'ore kept for tlio nobJe«. 
So that in both the country, the to^vns, and tho professions tJje 
poor and middle classes were prevented from doing tho best for 
Ibemsclvcfl. Every one who wanted to rise was met an<l rebulfed 
by privilege. At tho very time when this was the case, writers 
like Rousseau and Diderot were preaching a doctrine of universal 
liberty and equality, and all France was stirred with onthusiasm 
for the rebeilioill^4»merican colonists. 

It is impossible to conceive a much greater contrast, but this 
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state of thmg« might have gone on for a long time had not the 
iinances of the country got into a state of terrible 
^f'rench confiisioit. Nothing oould be worse tlian the way 
which the taxes were collected. Usually they 
were farmed to sjKJculators, who gave the government a lump sum 
for the tax, and then collected as much as they could, Kvery 
province, sucli aa Normandy, Champagne, or Provence, had its 
own system of custoindiouses on the frontier, and tlsr- rtwult was 
to prevent trarle at homo by making it too rxpetjsivo to take goods 
from one place to another. Moreover, the Kiiglish, by taking the 
French colonies, had rnmed*thoir foreign trade, and consequently 


the country was getting poorer and poorer, and less able to be^ir 
the taxes. On the other baud, expenses were incrcasirjg. Louis 
XIV, and Louis XV. had both fought useless wars, hi wliich they 


spent a great deal and gained little or nothing, while the court was 
tlio most extravagant in Europe, and the luxury of the courtiorfl 
was a terrible contrast to the misery around them. 

When a man's expenses increase and his income diminishes, it 
is merely a question of tinic when ho \vill become bankrupt ^ and 
the same thing is Ime of a country. At last a meeting 
was held of the chief men of Franco to consider what 
<H«erai caucu. recommended the king to 

call a meeting of the Statoa-Gencral. This body was something 
like an English Parliament, and had reprcscnhiUrrca of the clergy, 
the nobility, and the commonalty elected throughout the country. But 
the three estates sat in separate houses, so Biat the king had alwajw 
been able to play off two of the houses against the third. However, 
w’hon tlio estates met at Versailles, in May, 1789, the Tiers h^t, or 
tb® livn Commons, refused to do bmiftess unless all the estates 
stat.ot>tam sat in one house. After some dilBculty Biey carried 
inS^KaSowai thoh' point, and as their numbers were equal to those 
of the other estates together, and some of the nobles 
ami clergy took thoir side, thc| had a majority in the National 
Assembly, as the united body was called. While this was going 
•. ^ OIL the mob of Paris stormed the Bastille, whiett 

storm taa answers to the Tower of London, and insurrections 
®****tt©. out all over the countiy, in many nobles 

mtB Ubtreated, fl^ir manor-houses burnt, and their feudal rights 
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6ofc at deftauco. By an act of Uio National Aw^mbly all pilvilcgtys 
wero alwlished, and after a tinio titJoa of nobility were done away, 
And the lands of the Church forfeihjd. 

For the government of the coutiUy a constiluliou similar to that 
of England was sot upj to which tho king gave Ws consent.^ Un¬ 
fortunately, the now constitution worked bavlly. Tho Th®nttw 
king, who waa bimredf well intenlioncd, ill con«i.itwiiort 
advised* chief nobles and clergy left tho country, ^ 
and tried to pcrf<uade ^Vustria and TraK-sia to itivade FraTtco^and 
to reinsjfate them in tlioir privileges; and finally the king IiimHolf, 
in 1701, fled from Paris, but had tho misfortune to Iks recaptured and 
brought back to Tirtual hiiptmonsncnt. Meanwhile the Legislative 
ApFOmbly, which had s-ucoceded the National iVssombly, had fallen 
under the influence of the Clorporation of Paris and of the Jacobin 
Club, whicli coniairjovi tho most advanced men of the revolutionary 
part 5 % Mirabean, tho ablest of Uic old merubers of tho Tiens Fiat, had 
died, 1791; and fijiully, when Austria and Prussia snuted (x> invade 
France, a fresh revolulion occurred. Tlio Tuilcrics, Tto6TttUwJ«* 
where the king and queen were, was stormed by the ctormeu. 
mob; a frightful massacre was made of tho imprksonod Royalists; and 
France having been declared a republic, Louis wfis made a close 
prisoner* The inva,sion of Austria and Pnissia vrae foiled by tho 
canuonado of Vahny in Scpteml^cr, 1792 ; but the rsh« kin* 
exasperation oaus^i was so great that power rapidly «x«scut®d. 
fell into the bainln of tlm most revolutionary party, and in January, 
1793, Louis XVL was executed* 

When the news of Uio Revolution first readied England most 
people QTnpathl^cd with it, becauso they thought that France was 
merely going to do what England had done in the 
soTenteenlh century, and that tho two countries 
^uld be better friend.s under eimflar institutions 
t^n they had formerly been, when one was a 
despotism and tho otlier a conslitutional monarchy. In thinking 
thus of, the Revolution the Enghsh made a mistake, because our 
struggle had been a political one between the king and tho Parlia- 
nient, and bad not been complicated m Engird by the existence 
of a prmlegod''ij|^; whereas in France the political questiott was 
seeondpy, and the stniggle between die privileged and unprivb 
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lcge<l class<.*s wan of the first iroportaiice. The first to pctcoivo 
this was liurto, who in 1700 <iuarrelled with Fox because the 
latter cxproHsctl fiympathy with the movement, and at tlie close 
♦ of the same year ho pulilislnxl hia “ Uefioctions on 

•’B«flection« tho French Uevolulion,” in which ho foretold that 
^Ro'voiutJon^ movement would result in the complete dtotruc- 
tion of society in Fmnce, and tho rise on ita nxins of 
a milltai7 despotism. This book, of wdiicli thirty thof'sand copies 
wertf rapidly sold, completely altorod tho imp.'cssions of Knglisliraen, 
and henc(:forward tho upper and middle classes were filled witli terror 
of a fiimilar rovoUUiou in. England. This fear was quite groundless, 
because such privileges as those which had caused the trouble in 
Franco Lardly existed in England, and tho king was exceedingly 
popular; bill Bnilcc's followers would be satisfied witli notJnng less 
than war against Franco, while at liomo they resisted all kinds of 
reform, anil were ready to take Uio severest ineasuroa to put down 


an imaginary conspiracy. 

'lids feeling soon showed itself in Parliament. So early as 1790 
Fox’s motion for tho repeal of the Tost and Corporation Acts wac? 

thrown out by 2D4 votes to 105, and the subject was 
panic on not rop.umed for nearly forty yours ; while m 1791 a 
Paxitauiout. j^inningUam rioters destroyed tho house of 

the celebrated Dr. PriosUcy, because ho had arranged a dinnor in 
celebration of the taking of the Bastille. Tho %ext year Thomas 
Paine, who was known to sympathize with Uie French, was tried 
and found guilty of seditious writing; and in 1793, for the better 
prevention of the spread of French opinions, an Alien Act was 
passed, giving the govcnmient power to supervise fiii'eigncrs resident 
in England, and, if necessary, to remove them. 

Meanwhile Pitt had not .been carried away by the prcTafling 
desii'O of a "war with France. Ho was honestly anxious for peaco, 

Pttt d^Biroua succeeded in settling a quarrel with 

of maintaintna Spain about Nootlla (now St. George’s) Sound, with- 
peaco. recourse to >var; and even in 1792, so great was 

his confidence in peace, tliat Pitt, in bringing forward his budget, 


Goes oa with 
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declared he had good hopes of peace being main¬ 
tained. Ue also pursued bis course 4 ^bmesUe reform, 
supported a bill for the abobtion of the slave trade, 
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aud ill 1702 Uelpcd Fox to pa.s^s a libel bill, by wblch juries wero 
allowed to say, not only whetber a libel bad been piiblished, but 
also wbethorthopublieatioii was a libel. Previously the judges had 
claimed to detenuino what was libellous, that this Act was a gb}at 
Bafeguard to liberty. 

However, in 1703, after the death of Louis, Pitt was forced 
into war, and after that further repressive ineasurca were parsed, 
and reform l:x*came luoro imposaihlc than ever. The ptitfore«ci 
Kimo year ftio Traitorous Corrcspcndenco Act was 
passed, while in 1704 Habeas (^:)rpiw Act was sus¬ 
pended for the first, time since 1745, and continued 
in abeyance for eight yeai-s; and this nn?,asuro was 
backed tip in 1705 by a Trcas^inable Practices Bill, and a Scdit-ious 
Meetings Bill, so that it was quite truly woM that, bt?canse French¬ 
men had abused their liberty, Knglishnien W'cre deprived of theirs. 
On the other hand, the fricruls of Pari ia merit a ry rofjrrn urged that 
the real way to put a stop to diBcontent was by enlarging the 
interest cf the people in the constitution; but 'Moiiott for 
Oroy’a motion for Parliamentary reform was op}>(>scd 
by both Burke and Pitt, and wa.s thrown o»it by a opposed, 
large majority. In Scotland, Muir, Palmer, and others were indicted 
for sedition and condemned to transportation, hut in London the 
juries acquitted Homo Tooke and sorno of his friends, who were 
accused of treason, and gradually the country rccov'cred confidence. 

When the war i%atnst Fiance began, it ivas thoroughly popular in 
England/imd it is certain that Pitt was far Ijehind tlie rest of iho 
country in eagerness to attack France. The unani- Popularity of 
mity of the country i.s shown by the fact Uial a rcsolu- 
tion brought in by Fox to condemn tlio w'ar was lost by 270 to 44. 
In carrying on the war, Pitt followed the example of bis father, and 
attacked Franco on land, by sea, and in the colonics. On land ho 
did not attempt a great deal, but it was necessary for him to do 
gotnelhing in support of his allie^ the European powers and the 
French UoyaEsts, who had raised insurrections in Brittany and the 
south of France, and for this purpose he several times despatched 
English troops to the Continent. Like his fatJicr, however, he 
believed that k^ould do France most damage by subsidizing her 
Continental eneimlSli while he made war upon her by sea, and to this 
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end he made large grants. In 1793 England, Spam, Holland, Austria, 

the coautioA Prospia formed Uio first coalition against France, 
naraiBBt and tho same year troojus were despatched to aid the 
STranc*. Holland, and to assist tho royalists of Toulon. 

Neither of these oxpedUiona was very successful. We succeeded in 
destroying tho French fleet at Toulon, hut had to aband<m tho har¬ 
bour, bccauso cannona were placed in such a positioii as to command 
its ontTAnce; while the king’s second eon, the Duke York, who 
coinpittuded the troops in Holland, was acjually defoated at Bois^ 
le-Duc. At Toulon Napoleon Buonapaitc, a young Corsicati oflicer 
in the French service, dieting iiishcdhiinscif by the energy with which 
ho rallied Iho iro(vps and pushed them to the front. 

In naval warfare, however, wo did better. At sea tho French 
laboured under the disadvantage of having one of their best harbours, 
Toulon, oil tho Mediterranean, and their other, BrCiit, 
on tho Bay of Biscay, while their harbours on iho 
British Channel wore not large enough then to admit very largo . 
vessels, and had again and .again been bombarded by the. English. 
Wo saw that in 1793 the Toulon fleet had been destroyed j and itt 
.1794, on Juno Lord Howe gained a grout victory over the Brest 
fleet. These two successes for a lime disabled the French; but in 
1795 Franco was joined by tho Dutch and tho Spaniards, and 
then the position becanio very serious. Tho next year the French 
planned a great expedition to Ireland, but fortunately the fleet was 
di^ersed by a stonn, and only a few vessels reached Bantry Bay^ 
which they left without Landing. Thia was pcrlmp.s tlic most serious 
dimger which the Englisli had nin, for a French landing in Ireland 
might have raised a formidable insurrection in t^iat country ^ but 
in 1797 Sir John Jervis and Commodore Nelson defeated a comtood 
fleet of French and Spaniards otf Capo St. Vincent on St. Valentinovs 
Day, while Admiral Duncan’ destroyed the Dutch fleet off Camper*- 
down in October. 

Notwithstanding these miccessc-s, the year 1797 wras ft most critical 
year, for between these two battles, mutfnios occurred in the fleels 
XuUnies to ut Spithead and the Nore. The chief grievanceci flhLO 
tiiafiMto. Spithead sailors was that their }>ay had no4 j^tii 
raised since the time of Charles II., and that th^^irsers kepi bi^k 
large sums out of their earnings. Birt, ou a promise B^t their 
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ebotiM l»o tseen I 0 , Uifly rctnnict! to tlieJr duly vnthont 
difficulty* Tho mniuiy at the Koro waa more serioua, hecause some 
of the sailors were infected by repuhltcan hloaa; but wheu they found 
that they ha<! no support on shore, they i;frad«a)!y gave in, and at 
no time offered to hike their ships over to the enemy; indeed*these 
Tory aailora formed the grontor part of those who won the battle of 
Camperdown, The destruction in turn of the tleetf! of France, ??pam, 
and Ifollaud^ave us complete command of the rou, and so enabled us 
not only to take Trinidt^l from the Spaniards in 1797, • 

and Ceylon and Cepe Colony from the Butch In 
1705, but also enabled out ships to sweep the commerce of these 
nations from the sea, and to bring Ihoiisands of rich pjrlisos into 
English porib'. 

In spite, however, of those groat £mcces.«os, Tift would havo been 
glad to discontinue the war had there been a prospect of durable 
peace. The ospenses of the war had boon exceed- Exp^niwjiof 
ingly heavy, and uot only had Pitt been obliged to .tbo.war, 
levy very hcjiivy taxes, but also to make largo additions to the 
Hatlonal Debt, and in 1797 he was obliged to draw so much money 
fjrom the Bank of England, that it had to be allowed to stop paying 
for notes in cash. These sacnTicea weighed very heavily upon all 
classes, and Iho price of provisions of all kinds nearly doubled. 
Wlieat, for instanco, wliich before llie war had rarely cost more tlian 
60s. a quarter, co^ in 1705, 805., and in 1801, 3285 . Unhappily 
wdgc% ^ough they rose a little, did not increase in the Bemo pro¬ 
portion. For instance, a carpenter’s wages in 1796 W'Cro 25. 6 ^/. a 
day^ and in 1800 they w’ere only 2^. 10«f. In 1801 a labourer whose 
wa^ were 95. a could remember the time when i>jatr«a lu 
for 65 . wages he could buy xirovisions which now cost tn* country, 
him 2 O 5 . M. In consequence there was a great increase of pauperism, 
iaiid in 1796 the bad practice was begun of allowing the guaniiftns 
to sappletnent the wages of able-bodic<i men out of Uie rates. Con- 
&^ixeni!l(y wages ceased to rise, fuwtho fanners, of course, indd the 
i^mo as before, and any increase liad to come but of the i>ockets of 
^t^patepayers. Moreover, when the war began, evciy one expected 
it would be very short, becatifle France was believed to bo 
f mnirr npt. ThiJS y^ ved to bo a mistake; for France got rid of her 
debts by simply repudiaUng them, while she gdi plenty of ready 
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money by s<?]Iing fho lands of the nobles and clergy, and by issuing 
a paper ooinago, ami indeed, except at sea, seemed stronger than ever* 
All these things made Pitt very desirous for peace, but unfor¬ 
tunately tlie French were still eager for war. After tho execution 
Tho*R«iim of power passed into the hands of tho 

0 f Terror. Jacoltins, who first destroyed tho power of all tho 
upper classes, committing such atrocities that their rule is known 
as the of Terror, and then <juarrellcd among themselves. 

Tho result was a series of conspiracies, in which onofifter another 
the leading Jacobins were killed. Danhon^wus executed in 1794, 
and Robcsj)ierre perished tho same year. The fall of Robespierre, 
the Ia$t.*of tho Jacobins, was brought about by a union of tho 
survivors of tho middle classes to put a stop to tho reign of 
the mob. They established tho I)irectorato, or rule of five 
diicclors, and tlnis made a step towards a return to absolute rule. 
Before long an attemi>t was made to overthrow this government, 
but tho directors appealed to tho arn\y, and called in the aid of 
/ if&Tfioieon Napoleon Buonaparfo, who bad distinguished himself 
suonaporte. Crushed the rebels. In 

reward for his services, lUionnparto was made genei'al of tho French 
army in Ilaly, w'here in 179G he conducted a most brilliant 
campaign against tho Austrians and Piedmontese, whom he com¬ 
pletely defeated, whilo Moreau, tlie roost distinguished of the 
French generals in the north, was successful in Gei-many. These 
successes filled the French with a thirst for fldlitary glory, and 

though Pitt attempted to negotiate with the directors, tlie war 
went on as before, 

this time Buonaparte had begun to aim at setting up apmilitaiy 
despotism, in France, and had already begun td interfere in the 
government, but, his schemes being not yet ripe, he persuaded the 
Napoleon** I^»rectorate, in 1708, to send him to with a lai^o 

wSiMon expedition opened up before Napoleon’s 

mind a long career of glory. Ho hoped, when he 
had conquered Egj’pt, either to make his way by Syria to Constan¬ 
tinople, or possibly, emulating tho triumplia of Alexander, to moke 
vast conquests in Asia, and to penetrate even to India itself. By 
this means ho designed to make France suprem^n the shores of 
the Mediterranean, and to carry out the sched^ of Dupleix by 
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^xpt>l3ing ilio English from India and making tliiU country a tlcpon- 
dcMicy of Franco. At tifcit his jdarii* were ynccoj^fnl; the Toulcfi 
fketj wil!t Nap<.»lcon on board, escaped from tho harbour^ while 
Admiral Nelson, wlio w^as guardisig it, had been driven away by 
a stomij and willed to IMalU. At tJiat time thia island wiw in th«^ 
hands of the KnighU of St. John, who had held it .since 1526. It 
was strongly h,>r(.ified, and might have held out for montha, but 
treachery dcdiven.Ml It to the French, who were thus enabled, with* 
out loss of*tiine, to make their way to llgypt. Meanwhile Nelson, 
linding that t!ie Frerich had escaped, and guessing (heir pfiq)os«‘, 
had gone to Alexandria; hut not finding the French there, he went 
to Sicily for provinions. Before he rctunual, Bnonaparte^iad landed 
his forces, and beating tin; Mamelukes, as tho race of soldiers win) 
niled Egypt was calked, in the battle of the Pyramids, lie made htru’ 
self master of Cairo. 

When Nelson for the second time readied Egypt, in August, 179B, 
he fouml the French tleet drawn up in Aboukir IViy, in the fonn of 
a crescent, one end of wliich tvas dose to a promontory battio 
whtdi formed one side of the bay. Nelson ordered 
hi» ships to sail bctw'cen the end of tlio French line and tho sluore. 
and so to attack the ships from the land Bide. This mainouvrc waa 
completely successful, and of the thirteen Frendi stiips that began 
the action no less than eleven were lost, and tho other two wero 
sabfle<juently captured. Nelson himself was w^oundt'd, and tho 
Frcndi admiral^ Brueys, was killed. The dhict of the battle of 
the Nile on the French exindition to Egypt w'as tremomlotp. 
Napoleon, with the hot of the French armies, w^as completely cut 
ofl* frSm Fnmcc, while the victory itself revived the hopes of the 
allies, and caused tlio formation of the second coalition g^ctma 
A'^aiast France. Buonaparte, however, was not to coaIuioh 
be diverted from his scheme. In .1700 he invaded srance. 


Syria, but was stopped by the fortr(?ss of Aero, which Buonaparia 

commanded the road along the coast. Aero was 

stoutly defended hy tho Turks, assisted by Sir Sidney Smith-, who 


placed two ships of the line in such a way as to command Buona- 
parto's trenches, and also landed sailors to defend the breach. 
This assistai^je completely foiled Buonaparte, and though ho 
defeated an ardly of Turks who tried to relieve tlie town, Ids 
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fjtormmg parties were agaiu ami again repulsed, and at last Le was 
furced to givo up hts Bchemo of Eastern conquest and to return to 
Egypt. Buonaparte always said of Sidney SnuHi, ** That man 
ruado mo mbs my destiny." 

Meanwhile an immense army of Atifilriaus and Eusrdans was 
preparing to invado France, and w^is j^dned hy an Er.gliRh expedi- 
Napoleon «eu Under tlio Ouko of York; but tliough they were 

up a new at first successful in every encounter, thpir plmis worn 
coveraiuent. defeat of their centre at Zurich, which 

saved Franco from invasion. By tins timo Napoleon, haTirig 
defeated a Turkish army iu Egypt, liad abandoned his troops an<l 
mado l#i way to France, where tho disasters of the directors, 
contrastcil wiUi tho story of his ac.liievoratMjts, had enhanced his 
reputation. Ilo soon suceetMlcd in efiecting the overtiirow of Iho 
directors and setting up a new government, of which ho was tho 
head, with tho title of First (.\>iisfil, and ho very soon contrived to 
make tho centra! government as despotic ns it had been in the days 
of Iho kings, thottgh of course the old piivileges were not restored. 
In the war, Napoleon continued tho success which ^Tassooa had 
begun at Zurich. Mtireau defeated th<» Atistrians at HoheuUmleii, 
while ho himself, suddenly crossing tho Alps hy the St^ ..Bernard 
Fjiaa, came dovyu iu the rear of another aany of Austrians who 
w^ero besieging bonoir, and beat them at tho battle of Marengo.. 
After thcvso dcfcata Auntria rnado peace, and England was left to 
continue tho war singlodiandcd. 

Tn 1800 tho British captured tho island of Malta, and in 
1801 Abercrombie, with a British army, defeated tlio French 

Tho armed tho battlo of Alexandria, and their army in 

noutraUty. Egypt was foTccd to surrender. Meanwhile Eng* 
latuFs method of carrying on tho war at sea, in which she 
not only insisted on seizing" all Fixmeh goods which were being, 
carried in neutral shij>a, but also as far as possible put a stop to any 
trado with France, had excited *he ill will of the neutral states— 
ItuHsia, Sweden, Denmark, and Frussia—who lormed what was called 
an armed neutrality. It was greatly feared tliafe this was only a step 
towards joining France, so in 1801 Nelson attacked the Danish fleet 
In Copenhagen luirhour, and destroyed or captured ^he greatet part 
of it. This victory resulted in the dissolution of tlife surtued neufrallty. 
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By Ihsj* time lioth France ami Engkntl were tire<I of war. Napoleon 
Jia4 HUlo hope of destroying tho [tower of England in tlio 
MeditoiTaneao, whilo the Eiigrj>«h, now that they had taken most 
of tho French colonie^^, could do little against her on rme^ct 
land without allies. Eeaec, therefore, wa^ concitided Aa^ ea#. 
at Araiena in lft02. by which England restored her cori^picslff, and 
agreed that Malta should revert to the Knighfcn of St. Ji-hu. 

Before the treaty of Amiens was made, however, Pitt had ceased 
to bo Brim ^Minister. The causes of his fall arowj from events in 
Ireland, ami to these we must now go Varik. After Kv«,^t(«in 
Lord llockinghani’s conec.s^ion3 in 17$2, tVio Jiisli inj.«,oa. 
Parlfarnout had been inde|>cndcnf, but as it vras comp#Kcd only 
of Brotchtants, tho«Jgh tlio franchise had been restored to the Uoman 
Catholics in 1793, it could not ho said to re[»rescnt the Irish pcriplc. 
The French Kovulutlon caused great excitenumt in Irehiml, and a 
conspiracy was soon set on foot to try and bring .about a cata¬ 
strophe there. There W'cre thcM» three distinct parties in Ireland— 
the CaUiolice, fovruing at least Bcven-tcnths of the nation, who 
wanted emaiicipalion from their disaliililies and a share of political 
|»ower; the Frotefriank, who, under the nainc of Orangemen, wero 
fUrioujJ at the bare mention of concesidon to the Catholioa, btit who 
were UiOJioselves anxious for rarKanxuiiary reform, Vbo removal 
of the corrupt means by which government secured its influence 
in Farhament *, and the ItevolutionistH, or United Irishmen, who 
included botli Caftiolio.s and ProlcHtints, and who were eager to over¬ 
throw the govemment altogether and cstablwh a republic under the 
protection of France. In 1^93 the Jnsli Oatlndtca wero admitted 
to the* franchise, but in 1795 they were disappointed by the recaVi 
of tho iorddienhmatit, Earl FitzwiUiara, who was favourable tt» 
the repeal of Ute laws which excluded them from Farliamcnt and 
from olBoo, 

Ae we saw, the French expedition to Ireland in 1796 failed; but 
the republicans, under the Icadejsliip of Lord Edward Fitxgerahl, 
Atthor O’Conaor, and Oliver Bond, organized an nie trieh 
independent msutrection. At the beginning of 1799, iMatreetioa., 
they were suddenly arrested by order of tho government, and 
Lord Edward ^.Tended himself so vehemently that he was mortally 
wounded. In spiffe of the capture of Iheir leaders, the i»stirrectio« 
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broke out, ftri<1 in the south-east of Irehintl, in the ncighbonrliocKl 
of Wexford, obtixined considorulde proportions. There the insuTgentH 
posted themselves on a strong poaition at Vinegar Hill, from which 
they were only driven by Geuend Lake after a regular battle. 
Wiieii the insurrection was all over, a small body of Fronch troops 
iauded in Mayo, and, after defeating sonio militia and yeomanry 
at Castlebar, were forced to surrender to the regular troops. 
After this another Frciich squadron arrived oiV the coast, in wliich 
was Wolfe Tone, the founder of the United Iiishracn, who had 
acted as agent for the rebels i«j Paris. Tin's squadron was met by 
some Kngli.sh ships, wdio captured ihe gTOater part of it. ToJic was 
taken pristmer and comlciniied to deatii, but he saved himself from 
execution by suicide. 


This rebellion convinced Pitt that the best Rolution of tlio Irish 
difticulty was to unite the two I’arliameuts. Ho hoped to rnahe 
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tlie Union a blessing to Ireland by coupling it with 
the emancipation of the Catholics, who might, he 
thought, safely bo moinbers of tlio United Parliament, where they 
were sure to be in a minority, tbougli bo daro not graut them this 
favour in an Irish Parliament, wbrnc they would have a imijority. 
The proposition of a union, however, was most tlistasteful to the 
Irisli Protestants, who were tlio virtual rulers of Ireland, and Pitt 
was only ahlo to carry his measure through tbo Irisli Parliament by 
a free use of money among the borough-mongers. By the terms ot 
iho Union IrcUiid ceased to havo a separate Parliament, but sent to 
the United Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland four bishops to 
sit in the House of Lords, iNVcnty-eight representative peers elected 
lor life, and one hundred commoneiu. Irish peers were allowed to 
ho elected members of the House of Coinraon.s. Free-trade lietween 
tlie two countries was established, and it was arranged that Ireland 
t-liould only pay £2 of faxeo for every £15 paid by England. In 
spite of Pitt’s liopes, tiio Union proved to be very un|K)pular, 
and in 1803, Emmett, a Dublin barrister, who had been engaged 


Kmmetfft rebellion of 1708, formed a new conspiracy, 

conapiracy. A slight (uitbicak IV)llowed, wlucli Was easily sup¬ 
pressed, and Emmett and some of his friends were convicted and 
executed. , 

Lord Cornwallis, the lord-lieutenant, Lorfi Castlereagh, his 
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chief aecreUry, aiwj Pitt ull n-qahlo'l the passing of nu Act of Puilhi- 

meirt fur the roliof of thu C\itlioIiv;? part of tiuMr hnrgaiu with 

IreiAntJ^ and 'vvl-^hod fuj lhor to remove the j^nevancos connected wjth 

the eollectiua of lithe, and to otnhnv the Komuji Catholic clcrp-)', 

-III 1801 Pitt t>rojioseil to tlio hing a measure for the relief of tlie 

<\a{ho)ics; hut Ooorgo IM,, being midor the impression, quite 

U'roiigly, that he could not eoir^uit to such a measure 

, .. , , , . , an-afiura for 

Without vioii^mg h)3 coronation oath, ami being alsvO ti-a i«.hof of 

thoroughly averse to tho cetneessmu-!, ojtp<is:cd him. 

Pitt and his friends left the government, and the whole Pcheinc 

for coupling ilie Union with the ivdress of Iridi 

gnevaiiecs tell to the ground. 1 itt wa.s niccecrled 

by Addington, Speaker of tho House of* CommotiB, whose chief 

collenguo was Lord Hawkesburv, afterwards Karl of liiverpool. It 

was this rnini.stry which concluded the treaty of Amiens. 

As ns>i.al, war iKdwocn Kngland and Franco was acconij»auied 
hy trouble in Iiulia. llyder Ali, the old enemy uf ila.slingH, had heeu 
succeeded by hia son, Tippou Sahib. The- Fnmch Trouble 
republicans rcgardcil Tippoo as their ally, called him tninuitt,. 
Citizen Tippoo, and oven establishnl a -Tacoh'iu (.'lub in his capital, 
Scringap-itam. Thi.s c-»udiict, of course, led to -a war, and in 171)1/ 
the govenior-gencnd, Lord Monjington, directed fieneral llar.»‘is to 
invade Tippoo's territory and cap-iurc Sci higa{>ut{iim 'I’his was done 
and Tippoo hirnselj^ was killed in the assault. Part of Ids territory 
was anne.'ied, and part vras restored to the old IIindt>o dynasty. Lord 
Mornington’s ][iolicy was to conclude treaties with tlieuativij princes, 
by which they agi'eed to receive n British resident, who, while domestic 
aSairs were left ij^i their owm hands, directed their foreign policy. 
This forward movement aroused the fear of the Mahratla chieh$, who 
nded over territories which extended from Delhi to the Dcccam 
These chiefs were u.sually at war witli one another, hut they now' 
united togeUier under Sciridia and Holkar, and exjxdled the Pelshwab, 
who was grand-vizier to the head ihe race, and uomhially ruler. 
The Peishwah made a subsidiary treaty wdtii Lord Mornington, who 
sent his brother, Sir Arthur Wellesley, who had distinguished 
himself at the taking of Seriagapatam, to attack them from the south, 
and General LaK-e from tho north-east. Wellesley won the battle of 
Assaye, and Lake fliat of I.Aswaree, which reduced the Mahrattas 
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to subjection, atnl forccil tiiem to concliulo BubsMbiiy treaties with 
the Kii^liwli. Alter this sucecHs tlio Mogul at Delhi became the 
jH'iifiioner of the Kast India Company, whicli brought almoist tI»o 
whole of the Ganges Valley and Southern India directly or indi- 
l ectly andcr the Company’s sway. 

The treaty of Aniien.s was little better than a truce, and Napoleon 
had no inlcutioii of allowing it to bo more. He did not pause for 
Fresh ^ moment in his ambitious schemes, but tried to 
deciftratio7i incrcaso French iidlucnce iu BwilKoilatih and Italy, 
o war. and sent ajteiits.iiiidi'r the iiairffi of consuls, tu England 
and Ireland, wliose real objtuit was to make themselves acquainted 
with the resources of those countries and the chance of tbeir 
i^uccossful invasion. Kven while he was er.giiged iu these intrigues, 
ho continually complained of tho attacks made upon him in the 
Knglish press, and dmanded restraints upon its libeily. Tho 
English govermnont prosecuted a Frenchman named Feltier, who 
had broken tlio law, but they refused to alter the law itself. Even 
more scriouH were tho disputes about Mulla, which was still occupied 
hy tl\e English. Napoleon was determined h> regain it, if [>0SKiblc; 
but the Engli.sh demanded to retain it for ten and this demand 
led to a declaration of war. The new war, which lasted from .1804 
to 1814, was ijuito difTerent from the former one. Tho old war had 
been an attack of the monarchies of Europe upon the French 
Hepublic. In the new one, France, under Buonaparte, was t)io 
aggressor, and Europe was on tlio defensive. Whlin tlio war began, 
tho great fear was that England would be invaded licfore the other 
rmtions of Europe could come to her assistance, and to meet this 
<lauger large additions were made to the army and tho militia, and 
large botlies of volunteers were raised. 

No sooner liad tho war hegmi than there was a general wish that 
Pitt should como back to power. But hy this time Addington, had 
Fitt a««in fond of his place, and was by no means willing 

f>o«om«a pyimtt to give Way. Accordingly, Pitt, Fox, and Grenvihe^ 
Miatoter. Pitt’s foreign secretary, united to 

oppose the ministry, and in 1804 Addington was forced to resign. 
Pitt then bectime Prim© Mimstcr, but die king refused to receive 
Fox, and as Grenville would not take oISco without, him, Pitt was 
obliged to rely upon Some of his personal frit^ids and some of 
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foJJowors^ bo tlmt hia nimifttry was l>y no moans strong, 
IM cUkf members wero, Pitt'a oiil co}!eagu«, Henry Dundiia (now 
liOrd HelvUle), tlio Duko of Portland, ami Lord Hawke.sbuiy; and 
i>dthin a ye^ir Addington liimself came back as I^ord Sidmoutb. 
Moreover, Pitt promisod tho king that he %vouKl not revive tiie 
Catholio claims. 

Shortly after Pitt became minister, Buorjaparle, who had managed 
to reconcile the French to al»3oIiile power by eiXMling a belief in 
plots, nndef which pretence ho had contrived to 
banish his old rival Mureau, and to bring aln;ut tho 
death of the Duke d’Knghlen, a member of the royal Knifianil. 
family of France, had had himself proclaimed Fmperor, and wL-ihed 
to signalr/e his accession by tho cou<jue,st of England. To sficnrt^ 
the assistance of her navy, he allied himself with J^pain; and Pilt, 
following out his ol<i policy, set about forming a third coalition, of 
widch England, Austna, and Russia were to be ihc cliicf incmbcrc». 
J^.aj>o1eorfs plan was to send his ftcot to tho Wo&l Indies, in hopes 
of eiificbtg XelsoD thither; if s\icccs»ful, it wa.s at onco to return 
to Europe, and, uniting with tho Spanish fleet, was to sail for tho 
Ohunnel. At Boulogne Napoleon hiuisolf collected an irnmowso 
army, which ho hoped, by the aid of liis licet, to ti ansport to England 
In K4}«oii^g absence. 

At first Napoleon’s plan was successful. Admiral Villencuvo 
<»scapcd from Toulon, joined the Spaniidi fleet, and reached t)jo 
West Indies, pnifued by Nclsfui, There he fihould vuxmof 
have root the Brest fleet, but that had t^een unable 
to hroak the M(w>kadc; he therefore returned full speed t<> Ferrol, in 
Spaijvhear C«pe Finisterre. Bat by thi.s time tJio English had learrd 
his tiioveinenl4i,*and off Ferrol lie met a small English iwpiadron, 
nnder Sir Kobert Oalder. CaldoFs fleet yra» only about lialf the 
afee of that of A’iHeneuvc. so Uiat ho was only able to take two 
Spanish vessels; and Villeucuve escaped into Ferrol. Thence he 
filled h> Oadiz, and meanwhile the greater paid of tho English fleet 
sm collected at Bre.st, so that :ftapoIeorfs whole plan completely 
failed. Indeed, os soon as Napoleon heard licit Villeneuvo bad 
gOiio to Cadis, he broke up bis camp at Boulogne and marclied 
against Austria^ 

A^f ai rfioti Hay in England, Nelson again started la pursuit 
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of Villcnfitve, and at last found liim off Cape Trafalgar. In tlni 
Batiioof battle, Nolsoii, employing the saino plan as llodney 
Trafoifcar. Ora^si^o, and Duncan against tli« 

rWiIt'll at Oam[>enlown, formed liis vc^^o^s in two cohimns at right 
angles fl) the enemy’s Hue, and, sailing uj»ou them in this way, he 
hi’oke their lino in two places and threw them into confusion. The 
imuiuMivni was completely successful; tliC whole of th<3 French and 
Sjiunish fleet was cither Bunk, captured, or forced to talCjO refuge in 
Ciuliz, whore (i\o French vessels fell into miv hands at a later time. 
Death of Uiifortmiatolv, Kelson, whoso Lrillinnt, uniform made 
Neiaou. 1,’mi mark for the enemy’s halls, was killed by 
n rifle-shot. Happily, doalli did not eomo tv) him till his work was 
complete. Trafalgar had finished what the victories of the 1st of J une, 
iit. Vincent, and tlio Nile had begun. The Knglish fleets were now 
supremo on every ocean, Kngland and her colonics were fcafo from 
invasion, and her morchanl.s (?ould traflic in security on every sea. 

Mad the ci'alition been as sacccssful on land, Napoleon’s cAreer 
might have emUid iu 1805; but nnhirtunalely the Au.striana and 
t>isa8ierftt HusHiaiis wero utterly vlefeated at tJic battle of 

Austcrlitx. vVusterlitz, and this disaster dcsti'oycd all hope of 

concluding the war at present. Soon after Austcrlitz I'itt die<l, 
^ ^ . W'orn out Iw aii.xiety and hard ^v'ork. It has been 

said that Austorlitx killed hnn; but ho was too 


groat a man for that. Kxcept for the battle of Trafalgar, his 
nuuistry had been unfortunate. Mis best friend*’Lord Melville, 
had been impeached in Parliament and forced to resign, in conse¬ 
quence of some irregularities wliich had been found iu the accounts 
of the navy. Ilis herdth was utterly fiiiling him, and in Janhary, 
1800, just after the nev/s of Au-sterJitz roachc<l England, he died. 
Tliougii Pitt did not live to defeat Napoleon, ho had filled his 
comitrymeii with the determination not to be beaten. Ilia last 
public speech concluded with the Bcntonce, “ England has savet) 
herself by her exertions, and the rest of Europe will he saved by 
her example.” 

Pitt's place was takini by a coalition ministry, under liprd 


The minletnr 
of *• Ail the 
Talents.’* 


Grenville and Fox, in which an attempt was made 
to unite tlio ablest men of all parties, and for this 
reason it was called tlie ministry of “iili iho Talents.” 



iao7.} 


Pitt — Gt'cm 7 / 4 ?. 


393 


Its leackrs ho|>C(l to nuke a patisiiU'tory peace with Napoleon, 
anil to carry ou the (irogi'csslve measures ^vhicli had been chocke<l 
by tlio French llevolution. In the lirst of tliose hojXNS they worn 
disuppointeil Fox, who when in oppo^i(ion had always tiirown the 
blamo of tbo w’ar on the Kriglish government, now found too late, 
tlufc Napoleon was the real otToiidcr; with tlu? best ititeiiLioiis Im 
ojwned ncgx>tutioiu w'ith the emperor, but feunel liim x)eathof Fox 
tjuito impmciigiihle, and he had hardly Loon coii\ ineod 
of his mistake, w’hea he foilo\ve<l hia great rival, Pitt, to the grave, 
in 1806. At homo, however, goeenuuent was more 
HUCCOissfal, and before he died, Fox had (ho satis- 
faction of helping to pass a rcHohition condemning 
the slave trade, on which an act, passed in 1807, for 
its abolition was founded, lliliicito the cfloihs of Wilberforco and 
his friemls, though they Imd the good will of Pitt, had been foilcil by 
the House of Lords. 


Abroad, the gieat event of the yiur 1806 was the balUo of Jena, 
in which the I^russums, who had eeltishly rehiscd to help Austria 
and UuHsia in 1805, and so had been mainly respon- Battle of 
siblc for their nun, were completely crushed, uml for Jea*. 
some years tho Prussian monarchy could *hardly bo said to bo 
indefHindent. After Jena, Xa[>oIeon issued his famous wapoioon'* 
Berlin Decrees, by which lie forbade France af)d all decrees. 

her allies to trade with Kugland, and declared all Krtglish porta to 
bo in a state of blocKade, By this means he hoped, though he bad 
no navy, to strike a heavy blow at Knglish trade, on which ho knew 
that our strength depended. In rctuni England isstiod oiixe Order* 
llie Orders in Council, by which fdie forbade any trade oovmoii. 
to be carried on with French ports, or with ports occupied by Frencli 
troops. The Berlin Decrees did not do England much harm, ae 
Napoleon had no means of enforcing th'em; but the Englif?h, having 
the command of the sea, 'were able to etTectively blxjkado the 
Mediterranean, tho Baltic, and tho^French ports, and practically to 
sweep from the sea tlie commerce of France and her allies. Un¬ 
fortunately, the enforcement of the Oniers made ua tho enemies of 
neutral states, such as Sweden, Denmark, and the United States, 
who wished to trade with France, and led to quarrels which soon 
involved us in war ^ith tho United States. 
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In 1)507, besiilcs abolwhing the slave trailo, the mittiators brought 
fonvai>l a measure for allowing Koman Catholics to hold the hlgheT 
c*oinfni.s«ioiifj in the army, as Uiey already might iJie lower; but tins 
i*ovi\( il oil the old ho^itility of tho king, and they were obliged to 
Th«»iik« withdraw it. Aa they refused to bind tbemsolves 
of PortiattA iK)t to bring forward the subject again, they wore 
Primo diamujsed. Their place was taken by the Duke of 
Hinjstev. Portland, who as a yonug man had bee^ prerraer of 
tlui coalition formed by Fox and North, and in 1794, frightened 
by tho French Uovolution, had led a great scees:sion of moderate 
Whigs into Pitt’s camp. Portland was now both a Tory* and also 
an opponent of the claims of the Catholics, and his administration 
wm formed on these principle.^. The chief members were Perceval, 

( •hancollor of llio Kxch<.'<picr; Canning, Foreign Secrotarj'; Lord 
O.'»!5tloreagh, War and Colonial Secretary; Hu:5ki5:son, Secretary to 
rho Treasury. As it was Uiougiit that tiio now ministers must have 
given a detinite promise to tho king not to rc\dYO the claims of 
tho Catholics, a motion was introdinx'd that ministers ought not 
to bind thcnistilves by any pledge as to what advice they shall give 
tho king;” but it was lost* tioori nfferw'ards Parliament w*aa dis¬ 
solved, and the electors Ihowed their sympatliy with what 0^otjge 
had done by returning a large anti-Cutliolic majority. . 

Since tho failuixj of Fox’s negotiations the war had been going on 
na before; but tho English had not been cngagctyu any operations 
Ooatimxation of great magnitude. In 1806 General Stuart, who 
oftiiowar. small English force ms defending Sicily 

against tho Fi‘onch, landed in Oalahria, and defeated the f rendi 
general, llegniov, in the battle of Maida. In 1807 i\ was learnt tliat 
the French had again formed the design of seizing the Danish fleet, 
Wa^ai so expedition was sent against Copenhagen, which 
opeTftti<vn«. bombarded the Citj*, captured -tJie fleet, and also took, 
tho island of Heligoland, whidi forms a convenient station 
fleet, watching tlie mouth of tho Elbe, In pursuance of onr nsitnb 
colonial policy, we again seized tho Cape of Good Hope in 1896, 

1807 expeditions were sent against tlie Spanish colonies of 
Ayres and Monte Video, These expeditions were failures, Modte 
Video W41S captured; but General Whitelocke, who commanded jit- 
Bttonos-Ayi'cs, managed to entangle his troops in the streets/lUid 
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Hnftlly wad forced to snrrejider and to give up Alonto Video, an 
tlio price of freedom. Tlireo years Liter, in 1810, ive took from iLo 
French the bland of Mannttii!«^ which we still hold. 

Meanwhile Napoleon, though be had been nearly defeated by tho 
Hudsians at the battle of Eylau, laitl rooted them at the badtle of 
Friedlaod. Tiib victory led to Uio treaty of Tilsit, Kiipoteoa*» 
by which Russia jomed France against Kugland. By 
this time Nmiolcon had extended his system of ox- of Portugal, 
cludirtg Engimh goods to every imporhint European country except 
Podogal, and his next l^tcp wjis, in aniance willi Spain, to hjiln a 
plan for comjiieriug that country, whul) he Imtcd aa England’s lirm 
ally, and paititioning it. Accordingly, a French army under Junot 
Invaded Portugal, and forced the royal family to take refuge in their 
colony of Braxil. Napoh?ou’H plan, however, now b<?gan to unfold 
ttS4df; for, under pretence of supporting Junot, ho Do*j|fn« 
managed to place French troops in conimund of all 
the important military posta in tho north of Spain. ITnfortunately, 
the King of Spain and his oldest soa were at variance. Napoleon 
contrived to induce each of them to give up hb claim, and ho tlien 
forced the Spankh giaudecs, whom he summoned to Bayonno, to 
choose hb eldor brother, Joseph Buonaparte, whom Napoleon had 
already rrtado King of Naples, to be their Boveroign, French troops 
then escorted Joseph to Madrid, and took posseasion of tho Spanish 
towns; but bcfoio long a rebellion broke out, in which the Si>anif:li 
army took part. Jl! French army was forced to surrender at Baylcn ; 
and ici 1808 Joseph abandoned Madrid, and all Spain, except Uiat 
part which lay closo to the Pyrenees, was evactmted. 

Tlds ^successfal in^iirrectjon, which had gained the first great 
enccess which boon won over the French mi land since tho 


beginning of the war, and which had been gained, not Bxpeoitton 
by kings and their annien, but by an^msurrection of 
the people, roused Uio cixthastasm of Eurof>o; and wr«u<»irf*y. 
Ip^fl^lng immediately despatched an expedition under Sir Arthur 
^gWe^y, the victor of Assayo, to attack Junot, who was no\y Com* 
■pletfely cut off from France, and force him to surronder. Wcllb^ey 
aft Mondego Bay, north of Lisbon, and marched doybi. 
oo^i, defeating oil his road a small force of French at Boriya. 

atVimeira, Junot marchedf out 
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from likboTi to attack him; Wellesley, however, rlefeateil him iu 
^tiich a Wviy that ut the eml of the action the Ivn^lish wore in a 
poHition to cut olf Junoi'a retreat. Unfortunately, during the 
hattio two other generulM arrived, both of wlioin were senidr to 
AVellesley, and therefore had a right to take the coinsnand ; they 
agreed to maroii on T.ishon, hut wished to wait for reinforcemont^?, 
and while they were h';."ilating, Juuot asked for an arniktice. The 
Convention of Ciittra wa?j tlieu arranged, l>y wliich 
the Frericl! agreed to eompietely ovatmato Ikutugal, convention 
on condition that tro(ij>s were transported to 
France. As these terms gave tlie Kngnsh the great advantage of 
securing Portugal ami all its fortressos witliont further fighiiag, they 
were agreed upon. Strangely enougli, these very Holid gains were 
not appreciated in Knglaiid, wliero the French troops wero expected 
to arrive as prisoners of war, and the ministry was obliged to satisfy 
public opinion by holding a court -martial on the goiierals.. Tliey were 
acquitted, hut Sir Arthur WelU'ish.'y alone was employed again. 

The French troo[>a had now been expelled from the whole of the 
peninsula, except the district that lay round St. Sebastian, wlicro 
the niad from France enters Spain. Put iu December sir John 
Napoleon himself took the ctmuiiami, ami in three 
weeka defeated the Spanish troops, Ciqdurcd Madrid, atcorunnd. 
and dispersed the Spaniards in every direction. Upon this Sir Jolui 
Moore, who had taken comjauiul of the English troops, advanced 
from Salamanca^to^vards Burgos, and by striking at the French line 
of communication.^ forced Napoleon to concentrate for its defence, 
and gained time for the Spaniards to rcitover. When this had been 
effected, Moore, who.so army was far too small to encounter 
Napoloon's^whdle force, retreated to Coninna; and Napoleon, having 
entrusted tiic pursuit to Soult and Ney, returned to France, taking 
>^ome of his best troops with him. .When Moore reached Corunna 
he found Umt Uie fleet, which had been ordered to come round from 
Lisbon, had not arrived; and he therefore had to prepare for battle, 
for the French were close behinfl him. In the fight sattioof 
Moore himself w^a» killed, hut the English won, and coru*m». 
aucc^ded in eflecting their embarkation, witliout molestation, 
Altliough during tlie war tlie English had fought no battles with tl»o 
French comparaiile to Napoleon’s great victorieij, still Alexandria, 
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Maida^ Viinolra, and Connrna sliowcd that the Englmh had lost 
none of tlio qualities uhich had won A|?incourt and Blenheim, and 
cncoura^^od Iho ministry to ent^^r itpou the war on a krgor scale. 

Accordingly, Sir Arthur Wcdlosley was soon despatched to 
rosurdc the command in Portugal, which the French generals wero 
8 ft Arthur threatening. When ho arrived, Sonlt was at 

W6n«8iey Oporto, at tho month of the Douro; and Victor and 
tn«s conmiftnti Jo«cph w'crc in the valley of tho Tagus, confronted Iby 
inPortutfai. Spanish army. Wellesley began *llic campaign 

by attacking Oporto iti such a way that ho Ihreatened to hem Soult 
up in tho angle which tho Douro makes with tho sea; but Soult 
ubandoned his ])aggage and guns, passed hy forced march.os round 
tho right wiiig of tiio Kngltsh, and made his way to Salamanca, 
where ho reorganized fiis arm}'. Then, trusting to promises of 
Spanish support, *Wolleslcy advanced into the valley of tho Tagtis, 
and joined tho Spaniards. The allied armies were attacked hy tho 
Battle or French at Tahivcra. In this battle the allies wero 
TaiAvera. viciorioui^; but SouU, wUo had reorganized his army 
witli ’wonderful rapidity, made his way from Salamanca into tho 
valioy of tho Tagus, and appeared in WcllcBloy^s rear. In this 
spanfarde prcilicumcnt Wellesley Avas obliged to cross tho Tagus 
<iiafeatcd and cscapo to Portugal by forced marches; while tho 
At Me4aUin. who shortly afterwanis were foolish enoaglj 

to encounter the French by themselves, wero utterly routed ai 
Medellin. For tlio victory of Talavera Wellesfcy was made Vis¬ 
count Weill ugtofi, 

Tho year of Talavera was also remarkable for witnessing the 
largest and most unsnccessfiil English oxpediUon that hlid been 
BiBA«troua made since Bannockburn. To help tho Austrians, 
whose temtory Napoleon had again invaded, an expe- 
AntvMp. dition was plahnod against Antwerp. Ho less than 
forty thousand soldiers were etnpfoyed, hut tho arrangements were 
as bad as bad coulil be. The pommand was given to a holiday 
general, Lord Chatham, the elder brother of Pitt; no proper ttieans 
were taken to ascertain the state of Antwerp, or the nature of the 
country in which the army was to operate, Consetjnehtly the 
fioldiera were landed on the fever^atficken island of Wolchereih at 
tho mouth of tho Scheldt. They took Flushflig, but instead 
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puiihmg foi’war«l at once to get into a more hoalthy climate, they 
delayed so long, that while the French were able to coinjdcte the 
tMencea of Antwerp, the Ikitinh w'cre nttcrly proslratevi by 
to withsjhuul which, tliouglr almost within j^ight of Kngland, they 
had hardly the mofit simple medii’rd appllatiee^. The result, ot 
course, was a complete failure, and the army w'as wiUidrawn after 
effecting absolutely nothing. 

Naturally^ none of the niinklcrs* wore willing to take responbi- 
l/ility for so gro?s a blunder, and (honing, the Foreign Qtiatroi 
Secretary, dornaiukd tliat (laNtlcrcagh, tiio Secretary canain?an<i 
for War, should l>e remocc?d from tliat pobt. TJio.ir Cssftn^tmstth 
mutual recriminations kd to their resignation and ullimately lacmght 
about a duel. Tlte Duke of Portland, who hud long been failing, was 
quite unequal to cope with such a difficulty. He resigned, and his 
phvee was taken by Mr. Perceval, wdio made Lord Per<j«vara 
Liverpool War and Odonial t^ecretary, and the .Mar- wnaUtry- 
qnofts of WellCvdey, fotmerly T^ord Mouungton, Foreign Sccrct(^|§;^. 
Both Lord Pidmcrytmi and Uobert Peel, arierwards Prime ATInkters, 
had places In Uic go vei'runeut. A your later ( loorgc 1II., The kimr 

whose malady had returned, became penuunen tJy pormiinently 
insane, and accordingly a Regency Bill, modelled on ifinaii®. 
that proposed in 1788, was passed, and tho Prince of Walee 
became rtjgcnt. 

Napoleon, having closed tlic canipaign of 1809 by tbe great vii tory 
of Wagrtim, by vSiich ho forced (he Emperor of An atria to make 
peace, and to give him in marriage Ins daughter, Napoi«on 
the Archduchess Marie Iconise, llio niece of Marie 
Antfdnette, was now able to give his full attention tosijaJn, 
to Spain. Aceordihgly, ho sent one of his best generals, ^lassooa, 
with ^ force to invade Portugal. Wellington had anticipated 
tho danger, and htxf\ constniekd across tho peninsula formed by 
the rneeling of tho Tagim and the Atlantic, the celebrated lines of 
Torres Vedras, boMnd which proposed to withdiww Avith the 
English and Portuguese troops, wliiio he hoptM to starve llio FretK:h 
Into ratreat by tlesimying all dm proviijinns on which they could 
Thw plan was completely euccessfuK When Massentt 
jfhyad^d Portugal, Wellington slowly retreated before him, cari^ing 
pS'W dcsttoying llie creps he retired. Only once at Busaco he 
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foujijbt tlio Fionch, aiul a victory wliicli onconmgfttl tho 

PortuKiiesc without Jilrn to ab;uj«ton his plan. It not 

till ho WAS within a few ilayn’ inarch of tho linos that Massona. 
hhard of thoir existence; but \v)icn ho saw them he recognisi**! 
that* they were imprcgual'le, arul as soon as Im provisions w'ero 
exhausted withdrew into wdnter quarters. 

At the beginning of 1811, the firitt British success was a victory 
won by Sir Thomas Graham, who came out of Cadix to attack 
w'emnftton French, wlio were hesleging tliat Graham 

la Portuer»t. xvon tho battle of Itarrosrf^ but then, owing to tlie 
eoucenlmtion of the French, was obliged to retire. Wellington 
was soon able to follow tip bis sticcoss, and in May, 1811, had cleared 
Voitugal of the French except the garrison of Almciihi, which 
guards the northern road on the Portuguese side, ami eorrespouds 
to Ciudad Kodrigo on the Spani.>ih. Ho also formed the siege of 
Badiijoz, which on the southern road corresponds to Ciudad Kmlrigo 
on tho northern; Flvas, \vhich corresponds to Almeida, being already 
Battles of in his hands. Tlio sieges of Almouhi and Badajr-/ 
d'OnoroanU battles of Fueiites d'Duoro ami Allmern. 

Aibuera. in the first Wellington commanded in person, and 
foiled the French attempt to relieve Almei»la, which \va.s evacuated 
during the battle. In the second Beresford, who w'as a very 
l)ravo man, hut a general of Httlo skill, ivas very nearly defeated, 
and, indeed, was only saved by the bravery of bis soldiera from 
A great disaster. The Froneb, however, in ^ite of their defeat, 
soon appeared in such numbers that the siege of Bndajo?/ had 
to be raised. 

Henry IV., King of France, had long ago said, ‘‘In Spdin, if you 
make war with a small army, you arc beaten;*with a largo oao, 
wetiinRton’a you are starved.” The great advantage Wellington 
po'^sessed was that tho French, who lived on t!i« 
ttnd spatu. plunder of tlio country, could never for long keep a 
large army fogetlier—after a time they always had to disperse 
it; while Wellington, whoso troops were chiefly provisioned from 
England, was able to keep his army much better in hand,, and by 
rapidity of movement moke up for his w'ant of men. In this way, 
at the iM^ginning of 1812, Wellington suddenly stormed Cliidad 
Jlodrigo, and a few months later Badajoz, whil4 General Hill seized 
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the brhige of Alcautaia over the Tagiw. Tljose s«eccs5>e3 gave 
him the northern ami soul hern gates of S|«iin« an<l enal4e(! him 
to comimmicate rcoOily between tlic two hanks of tlio Tagn3. His 
next stoj) was to invade Bpain along the northern I'oad. Thiu led 
to the batllc of Balamanca, in which ho defeated 
Marmont, and even took Madrid. Ho then attempted Saiawwieii. 
the siege of Bnrgos, but, aa in the case of Sir John Afooro’s advaube. 
au attack i»» that (piartor led to the c«»nc«M'»tration of the whole 
rrench army, anti he was f^.'icod to retreat again to the fronticj', 
and the Frcmcli retook Madrish 

Meanwhile imporhint chang'as had occurred in Kngland. Tn IB12 
an attempt had been made to induce fiOrd ( Irenville, tho wiccessoi 
of Pitt, and Lonl Grey (formerly Mr. Grey), the chAn^eain 
f-uccessor of Fox, to join the ministry. Tho plan tbo mijui«try. 
broke down; hut tlto Alanjuis Wellt sley (formerly f;ord Arorning” 
ton) wim had taken the jtost of foreign seiuctary in order to 
support hiK brother, left the government, and his place was taken 
hyr Lord Ga.stlGroagti. 'fhis nobleman was r»ot a man of large 
views, btvt lie was thoroughly ir) earnest about the war, and to his 
detorminaiion its ultimate success was in a largo measure due. 
Hardly had this change l.'cen made, wlien Perceval was assassinated 
W A merchant named Bcljingham. Xcgotiatioiis wore again opened 
with Wellesley and Canning, and al.su with Gr(?y and Gronville, 
blit thtsy came to nothing, and Lord Liverpool (formerly Lord 
Hawkesbiiry) beciftne Prime Mini.ster. Castlorcagh kept his place 
as foreign secretary, wdiile Sidinonlh took charge of home allaiis. 

On the whole these changes were favourable to Wellington, in 
whose fiJlicccsa the country was at length b<.*giniiing to believe, and 
fortunately tho sArno year Napjolcon undertook his i7«ii>oi«oa's 
disastrous expedition to Russia. Following Welling- ex^mSon 
ton’s tactics at Torres V^edras, the Russians, instead tottuaaia. 
of fighting on tho frontier, steadily withdrew*, drawing Na^toleon 
after them; and tiiongh they were beaten at the great of 

battle of Borodino, they did not make x»eace, but Borouino. 
tmmt their old capital, Moscow, to prevent Napoleoti from wintering 
there, Under these circumstances Napoleon, like Afassena, had no 
course but to retreat, and as winter had now set in, his trained armv 
iraa utterly ruinedi? so for the future he had to rely upon raw 

D 
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conscripts or on ftoWIers drawn from tlie avn^y of Spoilt. NaturaUy" 
(iJl Knropo took advantage of his nnafoiiuno. Fnjssiti joined ItussiAf 
and (he Fionch were driven Imck to the line of tho Kibe. 

It was under tlieso eircnmstances that Wellington began the 
Ciinipni'gn of t8l3. Sending Sir Thomas Graham forward with tho 
rhecampMgn ^“*8 h> threaten the French communieutions with 
of 1813, France, he himself led the centre along the Biirgos 
road, while lilll wiih tho right advanced by the valley the Tagns, 
Tins plan forced the Frencli to abandon in succession Maddd and 
lJurgoH, and finally Wellington drew his whole force together &% 
Battle pf Vittoria, and attacked the French in such a way that 

vutotio. Orahatn witli the loft seized the road behind thorn, 

wliilo ho and Hill engaged them in fiorit. The result was the total 
rout of tho French, who ivere forced to hurry across the frontier, 
throwing gairisons into St, Sebastian and I’ampduna, wdnch guarded 
tho roads to France, just as Ciudad liodrigo and Badajoz had 
guarded those into Sixain. These were next attacked, and in spito 
of n great effort of Suult to relieve them, which resulted in the 
battle of tlio Pyrenees (July), St. Sebastian w’as 
stomied in September, and Fampeluna soon after- 
NApoipon wavils %vtts starved into submission. The same year, 
in Germany, Napoleon had been fighting an UheqtHd 
warfare against hi» numerous foes. At LUtzen and Bautzen in the 
month of May, and at Diesden in August, ho wiis with difficulty 
Battle pf victorious; but when tho whole force of Austrhii Wa« 

i.eipzi«. thrown into tlie scale against him, he was completely 

defeated at the battle of Leipzig (October td-10}, and forced to 
retire acixiss the Rhino. 

Ne.xt year Franco was invaded on all Hides, On the north, Bussiana, 
Ih'ussians, and Austrians poured across the fi'ontier; wtdle 'V^ltihg- 
ton, with a force of Britieli, Spaniehls, and Portugii^se, 
made his way into the old Kftgli«h province of Qos- 
OP »u iBiup*. cony^ Tho initdistty also sent a smell British fdree 

to jfdn tlie Prussians in Holland, but It was onfortuMtely defeated 
hi ad attempt to take Bergen-op-Zoom. Meanwhile Napoleon wiw 
fighting for his throne With all his old genius; but the od^ we^ fod 
mitcli for him, and while he w^as winnrng victories at ft (jiis; 

oUies stolidly continue tlieir ftdvaftds on Parii^, they enter^ 



1814,} 


Z<ff'd Zmrpooi. 


403 


itx Slardi, and forced Napokon to it5s»g«t Wliile the allies wci« 
thnjj successful tn the iioith, Wellington liad been Kapoi^oa 
carrying all before him in the soutlu He had dtjfeatcd to iStriu 
the Froodi in a series of battles, of wiiidi Oi thez: is of 

the cliief, and had completely dcfctroyod Sonlt’s line onLi**, 

of defence, finally debiting that g^meral at his lafct stronghold, 
Touloase. Unfortunately, this battle Nvas fought after of 

au anniatice had been made at but the slow Touiaxu*®. 

travelling of news in those days prevented the IntelHgenco from 
being known. * * 

After the fall of Paris it was arranged that Napoleon sliould with¬ 
draw t() Elba, and make way for the restoration of the Bond ons. 
As the little cknpbin. who after his father's dcatli had „ 

« Wftpolooa 

been styled by me Koyahsts Louis XVII., was dead, witii(iritw» 
the new king was I-iOnis XVIIL, the brother of 
fjouis XVI., W’ho had spent most of his time in England, A. treaty 
was made willi the new sovereign, called iho First yirittronco 
Peace of Paris. By this treaty France was allowed 
to keep the boundaries which she had had in 1792, with some 
additions. Engknd kept Malta, Ceylon, the CajK} Colony, and 
Hanritius* After this, the allied sovereigns paid a state visit to the 
prince regent in England, while a congress of statesmen was held 
at Vienna to settle again tl»o map of Europe. At Vienna, England 
was represented Lord Castlercagh, who on the whole worthUy 
tnipporkd the cause of jiLstiee against somo of the allic'd sovereJgiiH. 
However, before their deliberations were ended, new.s was brought 
tliat Kajmleon liad escaped from Elba, tliat he Imd lalldc^d in France, 
and tliat Louis XVlIl. had taken refuge in Brussels, wliilo Napoleon 
had again taken the title of Emperor. 

Thia intelligence caused the revival of the coalition, 

and arrangctnehtB were made for a general invasion of France, 
To anticipate this movement, Napoleon determined 
to losti) no time ip invading Eolgium, which was 
defended by Wellington with a mixed army of Brit^ 
isb^ Dub^j.and Belgians, and by Blucbor with an army of Prussians, 
Kapoleim hoped to separate these armies, and then to penetrate 
between them to Bnis^ls. The great olyect of the allies, therefore, 

sp that one might help the other k easfo 
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of uttac.k; b\il (lp.;y ruritle tlio inintxikii of llwir troopa 

too inuoh, ^0 tho rapitlity of Na[H)K?(»n’s niovcnionts at gave 
him (lie advaufi^gc. ffe eonfiivod, witli two-tfu'rds of bis army, 
to Vt‘al tUt! at lagoy, wUilo tbe UrilisU at Quatro Bra» 

wore ji?st abli! to hoM Ihoir own agninsi (be other (lurd, but were 
not iitroug enoogb to help the rrus.<uui8. Kapoleou’i? right course 
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was either to crush the Piussiaus, or to fall with hia whole army on 
Wellington, but he lost lime, arul the allies were able to retreat 
almost unmolested. 

The lintkh and Pnissuins withdrew re^octhvly to Waterloo 
aud WaiTC, while Napoleon despatched one-third of hw army, 
Batu« of under Grouchy, to hold the Pnissians in chock, and 
Waterloo, two-tlurds to attack Wellington* Wellington, 

however, arranged his troops eo that his best men lietd three 
advance posts—the Chateau of Ilougomont, and two sets of farm* 
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b«iKlhj^s oTi the hlope of a slight vjil’ey—^vJjilc his main ]>-o<ly >v{w 
aitanged lichind l.!io brow of the riaiiJg ground in the roar, 'riuj 
strength of this position enabled him to hold out agtutist all Nnpoloon s 
attacks till Bluchor, wito had left a fourth of his foico to resist 
Grouchy, brought up the other tlirec divisious to las nuiipoit, and 
ranged his fort’cs at right lurgles to W^ollington’s left dank. Thus 
forced to tight two annies at once, KaiH)lcou made a dospcjato dToit 
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to break through the British line, bat Uui sAcadincas of Iho BritiKlj 
gutU’ds^m the centio haled hira, and at the very moment when thifl 
occurred, the Prjissians seized his main liuc of retreat. 1'he con¬ 
sequence was that Ids army was completely dispersed, almost all 
his baggage and artillery falling into the hands of the allies. 

Kai>oleon himself Hed first to Paris and then to Hochefort, where 
be suiTendored himself to the captain of a British Hapoi^on’* 
xnan-of war. By the common cc^senfc of Europe he * 

was conveyed to the distant island of St. Helena, where ho died in 
1821. After Napoleon’s flight, Louis XVIIf. was again secona 

restored, and the second treaty of Paris was made. treaty at 
By this the fortresses of the northern frontier of ^“*’**- 
jPrance were to be occupied by the allies for five years; a money 
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indemnity vitm to bo paM; and all U»c worlcs of art wlilch Napoleon 
had harbarofi^ly stolen from their owncni wero to be restored. 



• VATt.Kl.Ot^ At aKVf,X r.w. 

Wlalo tbo allies were in Paris, the Kmperors of Knssia and Anaina 
Th« Holy tbe Eing of, lh:us$ia fomod what waa ca^ed the 

AUiwico, XEoly Allianoe, whidr w^as nomioa%j intended to bind 
them to act togothernccordingto the piincipleaJof CluwUamty; iii 
reality it was intended^ as a leogne to give mutual Assistance for the 
repression of democratic doctrines^. France and . Bpoin etd)^’ 
<|ncntly joined it, but Lord Castlereaglt refused Englandla con^L 
^he formation of the Holy Ailymce fe very important, becatm it 
allows that tiieae absolute aovereigns hnewthat, though they had 
xroponaAett crushod KapolcoUj they had not pnt down the, prm- 
or ti*« Holy ciptes of liberty and of equality before; the laWi- which 
Auiance. }jii^ ^hc Central ideas of Uie French Revoljition* 
Besides the spread of those principles to every Sountiry in Europe 
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'tiiiire hatl ako arbea through iha French wars the idea of uftticwiility. 
ISiUiGo the faU of feitdalisni in tho fifteenth century, j?ovcrcign» luul 
dealt ^ith their dominions as if they wore estates to bo barh^l or 
aold at the will of tliek owners; Imt the treaty of Vienna wad tiie 
last whioli waa framed solely upon this princi[dOt and since lilion Uie 
noUon tliat people of tlio same niition oii^Ut to ho muler the. oame 
poIiUoal rule has beea Urn gnidinjj iuduence in European polities*-** 
a principle of which live union of GermaTty under tho ISmperor 
'William, atld tlist of Italy under Victor Ktnmauucl, have been best 
examples. • * 

, Ouring tho latter part of tlie Fi'cnch war England Imtl l^ecn 
unhappily engaged iiv a. wwr with tho United Slates, which had 
atiseu out of llio irritation caused by the Orders 
in pauacil. Tho Orders themselves hiul actually tuo united 
been revoked when tho war broke out in 16^12, but 
the alo.wntsss of news in those days made this concession too late to 
»|>reyei|.t,>var* The fighting was for the most part at sea, and was 
indecisive, Qathe Canailiau Lakes the English suffered a reverse, 
and tirot^h QUO of tlicir expeditions took Washington, another 
ogahist l^ew Orleans was nii8ucce:^^ful. This most lumtisfac- 
lory^ war was brought to a close in 1314 by die treaty of Ghent, and 
happily it did not produce any {Xirmanent estrange* Treaty of 

meut between; England and her former colonists. obent, 

forty yoam po^ Uffore England was engaged in 
a European wal^ and during tlmt dmo attention will have to bo 


givfn dttmcstic affairs. 

. will be wefi here l>o take a aliort sgrvey of the coudition of 
thc^^ihpire. On tho accession of Geoigo III* England had held in 
EuropOi .Minoix^ and .Gibraltar; m America, Canada, Obnaition of 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and Uie ttuptxB. 

colonies, with Jamaica, Barbadoes, .and a few other 

St. Helena; and in Asia, Bombay, 
and Calcutta. The follies of the Ameritmn war lost m the 
Korjih A Pirriiig the French war 

wolfed: in Europe, Malta and Heligoiand; in Africa, Oa^ Colony, 
Aocen^n^. and ^BlauriUttSiin ^ the .West Indian i^uds we secured 
Titnid^ and: Tobago, and on,the' mainland British Qu^ha^ In 
£adi% by 1^15| te had made ourselves masters of laige ’tmcts of 
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teiTitory on tlio Ganges anti Southern India, and the island lA 
(Joylon, while we were indirect rulers of all south of the Himalayas 
except Sointlo, tliO Punjah, and Nepaul. On the other hand, hy 
pcaC(?fiil means we had secured a claim to flic great islands of 
Austr.Viii and New Zealand, and ha<l founded regular colonies in 
New South Wales and Tasmania. Indeed, by this time Kiigland 
had alrnosi laifiijdcted lliO project of forming a great colotjial 
empire, of wliich the linos h:ul been laid down by the colonizing of 
Virginia, tho formation of the East Indisi Company, ana the seizuro 
of du’maica by 0 rorn we 11. 

Tho years which passed between the battle of Waterloo and tho 
death of George 111. were limes of great depression In all branebea 

Bistiwiiich industry. During tha war, in spite of tho sacri* 

roJiowo<itho \vhieh F.n<j;lan(l had made, trade had beeir 

Konertii peace. '' 

Ca.uat'of whole! tiourisliing, though tho worki)eoplo 

depreeaion. guflorcd iVoni tho low rate of 'Wages and the 

high price of provisions, and it had been lioperl that tlie rostoratiorr 
of peace 'would bring with it a period of great prosperity. Instead 
of this, no sooner had peace been deidared than bail times began. 

Tho dcprOsSijion of luanufuclure w^as in part due to revival of 
continental industry, whioli deprived Kngbuid of the practical 
Foreifm monopi.dy wliich she had enjoyed during tho war, 
competition, jjnd go diminished the market for our manufactured 
goods. Tmde was also alYeetcd by tlio uncertainty wliich existed 
unsteAdinoaa 1“ the money market, owing to flie large number 
of piicea, bank-notes wliich had been issued by tho Bank of 
England sinco Pitt had ^llowcd it to 8Us]>oud money payments iij 
1797. These notes had Ihicoiuo part of the coinage of the country, 
but it had always been underfttiK)d that money pivyiuents were to 
bo resumed at the pence, and the uncertainty as to the demand 
for gold prevented prices from becoming steady. Quite independently 
of tin's, there "was much distress in some districts in consequence 
of^tho rapid substitution of machinery for hand-labour, which, 
Plot* asaiast though it causcd a great demand for new workmen, 
machinery, tlirew tho old luinds out of work, and resulted in 
riots against machinery, which broke out first in Nottinghamshire 
in 181K Tho rioters called themselves Luddites, after a poor 
idiot 'who had once in a fit of passion broken tL stocking firame, 



ISIS.} 


Ij}rd Liverpool. 


409 


and tbo desfruction of luacliitiory was for many years very common 
ill tl'ic rruinufjicturinf' district^;. 

The t:lcpre.s«iou of trade affecteil in its turn the prospeniy of 
agriculture. During the war ngrienUuro liad been extrenloly 
ju'csperoviu. The [irlcu of corn had been as a rule vroap^mv ot 
about double wlwil it hud Iveen before thi.‘ war, fur 
not only luul tlie po|-ulath}n arul we.Mtli of the war. 

manufacturir^g dudiiets icicreased, btit also fjocom had }»eeii shljipcd 
to Kngluud from tine Conttneni, so that tlie Ihitish farmers Imd 
had the w'hole benefit i?f the demanrb 'I’his had resulted in dianv 
commons being rnclairuedj and «ptautitics of waste land Wing 
brought under CTiliivativn, and the einpluymout, therefore, of a 
very largo couutry population. Wlien peaoo camo, it w'as feanul 
that tho introduefion of foreign corn wouM resadt in a rapid fall 
in its price, arni that the change would bring about a terrible 
disa-ster in tJio countrv districtn through the failure of faruicrs am.1 
the sudden fall in tlie <lcrnand fvir labour. 

Accordingly^ in 1815 a corn law was passed, prohibiting pio 
introduction of foreign corn until the price of wlicat had risen to 
80#. a <)uarter. This price stood midway betw'ecn com law 
Uie price of wheat before the war arul its highest pasaed. 
price during its continuance. It w’as tliought tJiat for the future 
the price of wheat would nut vary much from 80#. This calculation 
was wroTkg. Tlij liigh price expected encouraged 
tho reclaojfttion of land and the im]>roveinejit of 
ngricuUurc, and the cnnse<pirnce was that the price of wheat first 
roee ai^d then steadily fell. In 1815 the {reason was good, and the 
average price of wheat was 63s. quarter; in 1817 tho »ea.Hon 
was bad, and the average price was 06#. a quarter, and would have 
been much more, had it not been for foreign competition, which 
l>cgan when tho price reached 80s. Thf3 priep then Bteadfly fell, 
till in 182*2 the average price was only 45s. If tho hanrest were 
good, farmers had plenty to sell^ but tho price was 1,^ and in 
low in proportion to their rents; if bad, they had seoaoiw. 
little to sell, and foreign competition prevented them from selling 
that little at a monopoly price; so that good years and bad w^ere 
alike disastrous to tho farming interest—a shite of things w’hich 
naturally led to tHb ruin of numbers of fanners, and to multitudes 
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*>( labourers Wing tbiwn oufc of work by the coiiii^ctijon of tko 
area of cuUivatioo. 

Tiim widespread distress caused much discontent both m tho 
tnaunioctaring and agricuitura! districts. In those days tha^ poor 
^ * had no votes« and tliereforo could not feci aecuro tliat 

Dlvcontent ... ,, * . i . ti, t. * 

mtowu tiieir interests would he repreaenteu «i raruament. 

and country, thcTcfoto, fftuotddered* and iu the 

bands of Uie more violent took tlio form of disaffection. Terrihed 
Fear of French lie volution, tho government ‘were 

retoiuiion. exceedingly ready to beliov6 nnnmirs of pIoU and 
conspiracies, and undoubtedly lliero was a widcKpi'icad feeling iu 
Kugland that the country was in a very dangerous condition. 

Of this disadbolion, tlie firsit syraptona^ were the Sj>a Fields lliots, 
iu winch tho mob attempted to plunder Uio gunsmiths* shops, and 
Outbreak* and tbo insuUing reception which mot tho prince regent 
thedisVwMad lio opened Parliament in 1817, Alarmed by 
diatricte. theso occurvouccs. Parliament at once enspendod tbd 
lla1>cas Corp\i9 Act; and Lord Sidrnouth, who waa then Homo 
Secretary, issued a circular to tho lordadiontonant of counties, 
authorizing magistrates to apprehend persons accused of libeUouH 
publications, by which were meant any writings in which govern- 
nicnt wa.s attacked. Tho same year the unemployed workmen of 
Manchester organ izetl a march of some of their number to London, 
to lay their case before tho prince regent. These men were pro¬ 
vided with blankets, In .which they intended to aloSp, from which tho 
movement was called the march of the Blanketocfs.” Hono» how¬ 
ever, of thoso who set out got far on tho journey. The same summer 
otccvirred the Berbj*^hire insi^'Ction, in which some mwguided 
men, encouraged, timre is no doubt, to some extenl informora in 


the employ of the government, attempted an armed 
was, of course, tjuickly suppressed, and the ringlaadeis were 
executed. Similar troubles occurred Iboth in the manuCactinlog 
and agricultural distilcts, and broke out at mten^ak till Ihe reviy^ 
of trade restored prosperity to the country. 

Among the more sensible members of tho working classes dtscoti^. 
t>«iur* ft>r ^ tot with the atat^^ of the country took to ton of 
FaruaxKiimtarir desire for Farliamentar>'''reform, and the agttatjon.|or 
reform. this* which had ahuost died out dhring to was 
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' botli in and out o( Parliament. In Parltamout reform wan 

fltlvoeated by Sir Pranda Uurdett, and out of it by Willmm Cobbelt^ 
one of tbo most rigorous of all our writers of popular Englisb. 
the House of Coiuinons aovoral motiona on tlio subject were brdbght 
forward by Sir Francis Burdett, while in the inanufacturiiig distweta 
the inliabitaots of large unrepresented towns, such as Birmingham, 
Manchester, and huedsj were loud in their demand for a share tn the 
government of the country, and largo meoti?)gs of tbo working class, 
often attenaed by riob?, w'ere held all over the country. 

These meoUnga alalmod government, and proclamations* were 
tsHUod against seditious meetings, which, by stilling legitimate agifa. 
tion, only added to the discontent, dust after these peter'« 

proclamations a meeting was called in Sfc. Peter’s mo«tinit. 

Field, Manchester, for the i^nrposo of petitioning for Parliamentary 
reform. The meeting w'oa densely crowded by deputations from 
all the ncighl>o«ring districts, who marched in procession with flogs 
flying, accompanied by tJieir wives ami children. The sisso and 
enthusiasm of tlio meeting seem to have quite disconcerted the 
imigkdmtes, who, lindiJtg that fltcy could not easily arrest Mr. Hunt, 
the leiMling orator, actually ordered a body of cavalry and yeomanry 
to charge the unarmed crowd. ^.Hic result was a scene of frightful 
confiudon; men, women, and cliildien were trampled under tlie 
horses* feet, or cut down by the swords of tlic soldiers, Bcjveral 
f>ersor»s w^ere killed outright, and mimbors were injured. The 
govemroout supplied tbo magistrates in holding tliat tho meeting 
wQA illegal, and secured tlm conviction and imprisomnent of Mr. 
Hunt and some of the leaders, on a charge of conspiring to alter 
the law by force and threats. 

^ Sir 

Parliameiit, in its turn, supported tho muikieiSf and passed tho 
celebrated Six? Acts, by which the use of ams, training in military 
exetciees, and the holding of unauthorized moetings 
ftnd ai^mhlies were forbidden, and at the same 
time relations were made by which newspapers were controlled, 
dud tho publication of blasphemous and seditious libels was made 
ruoro difflcult* These Acts were quite in accord with the fears of 
Bie u|^^ classes, but there was never any real danger of revolution. 
The Acts, however, were strongly condemned by the Whigs, and 
fiord John who was then coinir)g forward as their leader, 
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many Ihought that it had rcjaclicd tho Inghv^.t I'imiaclo of 
glory, atid whoso largost dopciidwicy, India, is as largo iti aroa and 
population us the greater paj t of Europe itself. No other country 
in the world can look Inick upon such a long career of advancement 
in lihcvt^v, and at llie samo time of almost nnbroken success as 
a conquering and colonizing people. Let tis hope tliat the British 
of the future) may not he umvoithy of their ancestors—a hope 
wliich every boy and gii l in the eonntiy may do somcthii^ to make 
good; and let it bo truly said of ns, .as was untruly said of some 
of the’ Homan emperors, that we Ija^o successfully united tw’o 
things—Empire and Liberty. 


CfiJEJ' CLNEh'AL I'VEXTS SE\CE 1837. 


IVnny Pojut introUuced 


liJsy 

Corn laws abolished. 


1SU> 

Kftvigatioa lavrs abolished 

■ a 

1810 

Great Exhibition . 

> - • 

}8ol 

Russian War . .. 

lt?,H 

-IS&G 

Indian Mutiny. ... » 


18r>7 

Second lleform Bill.. 

0 m* 

18G7 

Irish Cliurch disestablished ... ... . 

m »m 

1860 

Education Act imsscil. 

« « »■ 

J870 

University Testa abolished 


1871 

Title of Empress of India assuuied l>y (lie Queen 

^ ' • « - 

1876 

Third Reform Bill . 

* « • 

im 

3fr. GUdsioue'a First Home Rule Bill rejected ... 

• ft « 

1886 

County Cuiiiicila Act piis&cd ... 

• ft • 

18?)9 

^Ir, 01adstone*d Second Home Rule Bill rejected 

i •#* 

m3 

Vnri^h Councils Bill passed 

‘ f • * 

1894 
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(rr.ofu'.j: iV., 18 * 20-1830 (10 yoars). 

Bom 1702; iniinioO, 1705, Carolitjo of Bninswi*'k. 


Chk'f Character(he —l^oni Liverpool; the Duke of WcOrnglon; 

Lord ('a^illercrt^U ; Veel ; Omnuig; llufki^'^sDn ; Lord li«.Klcrich; 

O’ContielL 

Chit'/ (Xntcrnjwarij Sovcrdijns, 

France. 

uViiiXVin.,a. 1821 . 

Charles X., exjxrilcd 18^/0, 

IIakdly had the now kin;;; ajiccndo.i th^ tlironc, than iho last of 
the conspiracies, which are to he classiul witlv the ontbreakH of Spa 
Fields rtJid Derby, was disoocerod. Thisw'as Ihei'ato catoStreot 
Street Plot, which was arranged by Thistlewood— conspiracy, 
a man wlio had fonnoily hold a commissicni in the army, but 
bad become lilied with the sentiments of French ropiiblicanisni. 
Ilia associatc-s were bnt(‘hers and draymen. The notion of those 
deluded men was to murder all the miinsters whilo they were 
dining at Lord llarrowby’s house, and then sot up a provisional 
governtnenf. The schenuj of tlic plot was as cruel as it was absurd. 
The pl^n w*as made known to the government, and the conspirators 
having, been arrested at the last moment, Thistlewood and four 
others were c,xeeuted, ami the rest transported. The Cato Street 
Conspiracy was the last dicker of disaffection. CJjanges in the 
ministry brought about hopes of reform. The Hopeaof 
resumption of cash payments ibr bank-notes on de- tettoraay». 
fuand, which bad been arranged for by Peel’s Act of 1810 , came into 
operation soon afterwards, Traoe was thus placed on a healthier 
basts, and in a short time the country w‘as again prosperous. 

The accession of Geoi^o IV', brought about a difficulty in regard 
to the queen. W^ien quite a young man, George had man'ied Mrs. 
Fitsherbert, a iii^man CVatholic lady, a legal roarriago with 
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whom woul<i l>y the Bill of KiKht^ have forfeited t]»o crown. 

Koyal Marriage Act (see p. 373), 
rnarriage was illegal. Preaeutly the king wialied 
the prince to make a legal marriage, and arranged 
alliance with Caroline of Brunswick, whom 
Brutuiwick. tnan icd in 1705, This marriage naturally turned 
out unhappily, and after i!ie birth of tho Princesa Charlotte the 
[wiir BGparated, and the princess lived away froni tlie ^oiirt, and in 
1814 went to tho Continent. 

Mt^anwhilo the Princess Churlotte wtis growing up, an<l wae 
M:arria8«aa<i^ married to Prince Leopold of Baxo Coburg; but a 
prmci« oSir- in 1817, sho died, after giving birth 

iotte. to a dead child. The wbajle country was tliruwrj into 
cotistcrnation, for ncithor tho prince regent nor hia three hrotlie!‘?i, 
tho Dukes of York, Clurcuce, or Kent, had any legitimate oliildren. 
Tho Duke of York was already mairied, but had no family; so now 
tho Dukes of Clarence and Kent also married, and tho daughter of 
tho Duke of Kent, Princeiis Victoria, born in 1810, became, after 
her uncles and father, heir to the throne. 

While tho Princess of Wales had been abroad, stories had reacheni 
England of improprieties in her conduct, and niariy thought oho 
. was unfit to bo recogiiized ns Queen, of England. 

dxieeti • nftmtt ” , ^ 

omitted fram Accordingly, when her husband became king,, her 
the Liuiray. omitted from the Liturgy, and an attempt 

was made to prevent her from leaving the Continent. With great 
courage, however, she insisted on coming to England; and tho 
BmofPaifis oiinistcrs upon that, by tho king's whdi, brought in 4 
aadB«naities. ii[ij Pains and Penalties, to divorce her from her 
Imsband and deprive her of the title of queen* The ihtroduotiott of 
this bill was most unpopular.; for tlte great mass of the people looked 
upon her as an injured woman* Tlie bill, however, never gpt ftnrthbr 
than the House of Lords, which it passed by a small majority $ ii 
was not brought into tho Commons, where tho queen's friends werq 
the strongest. The evidence, however, w hieh was brmtght forwaiidi 
Death of taa lo support of the bill was so strong, that the queen% 
ttwvn* popularity sank, and sliortly aftemrarda, brokea-hearled 

at being refused odmisBion to 'Westminster Abbey on the occasion of 
the king's corouatioiit she died. ^ 
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Boon aAof the i^eath of Oeoiipe III. it became dear that the panic 
caui^dby tlie French Kevolution was Wginniiiiaf to pass away, anil 
that the country wisbed again to cuter tipon the eytupiomi of 
path of progress* from which I^tt had been diverted pro»ffc«i. 
by ill© outbreak of the war. Various signs showed tiiis*. Xa i^2\ 
a bill for the relief of tlie Catholics was passed by the Comiiion«, 
but thrown out by the Lords. Cirampound, a corrupt borough^ 
was disfranclmcd, and its t.wo seats were given to the county of 
York. In tfie muiisUy itself changes were made; several metril>ers 
of the Grenville party \lero admitted, and Veel, fho son of a cotton- 
spinner, whose sympathies were with the mi<ldl« classes rather than 
with til© nmtocracy, succeeded I^ord Bldrnouth as Homo Bcerc* 
tary; but the greatest change tliat mm made in the Cabinet was 
caused by the suicide of l.ord Loudondervy, fomerly Castlcrcagh, 
in 1622. ^ 

Castlereogh, who was a man of the most aniiahlo character in 
private life, had little sympathy with public opinion or with pro¬ 
gress. He had passed most of bis life in tighting tli© ca«tier«a«b’» 
Ciiuso of the minority against the majority, and his .cberncter, 
iron will liad been the inc^t powerful instrument in bringing to 
a successful conclusion the coalition against Napoleon. In Kiiglaud 
ho vraa a strong upholder of repression, and abroad, though ho 
Infused to entangle England in tho policy of the Holy AlJianco, 
his ^ropatlnes were against any extension of tho principles of 
liberty and cquaifty. Though an excellent man Itir tho work ho 
had dottOj he was probably a bar to tho coming in of a new ora, 
and the joy which hailed his deatli, though it was bitterly cruel 
to tho ,memory of a kindly and well-meaning man, expressed clearly 
the fceiing of llte public on the matter. 

His eucco^ at the Foreign OfiSce was a very different man. 
Geoigo Canning was full of generous sentiments, and tliough ho 
tiover^ifor a moment lost sight of English interests, It ciMninir'« 
was nndetatood that his sympathies were witli the powey. 
people, and tiuit where possible ho would give them a helping liand. 
Ho soon idmwed that th^ the case. Puring the war with 
, Fmoee^^^a BpanMr col<mi^^ ScutJi America had thrown off 
their dependeiice cm the mother country. This was a great ad-, 
jio Engljlnd, as it opened the trade with them^ and 
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Canning dcwlarc^l that no European powor ^hMulsI help Spain to 
reconquer them, and fully recognised their independence. In 1828, 
when Spanish and French troops proposed to enter Tortugal in 
o^d(^r to o\’orthrow tho constitution \vhich the Portuguese had sot 
up, Ojiuriing forbade the Btep, and despatched Englisli troops to 
the Tiigus with such promptitude that tlio threat was withdrawn. 
When tho Greeks broke out into revolt against Turkey, Canninga 
skill prevented Ilussia from taking the opportunity to seize Con- 
fitiintinoplc, and on the otlicr hand secured the Greeks fair play in 
their*struggle with their oppressors. ^ 

While Canning was tlm.s introducing new methods into English 
foreign policy, ])rogrcss was being made at home. We that in 
Pro(rvea«at Pitt’s adininirtration four ques^ 

howti. |)C(jn tQ tjj 0 ffoj-it—Parliaraenttuy reform, 

tho rearrangement of tlio customs duties, tho rojwal of tho Tost 
and Corporation Acts, and the removal of the disabilities of the 
Eoniau C^^tholi«^s. Eacli of these questions had become more 
complicated during the years which had since passed. 

fa the days of Pitt the central idea of ParJiameiitary reform had 
been to givo tho scuts of the rotten boroughs to tlio counties, but 
The reform withiii the last forty years tlio wdioJo problem had 
iiuoation. changed by the rise of the great niaruifiicluring towns. 
Tho introduction of spinning and weaving by machinery^ and the 
use of steam as a new motive power, had altered the character of 
the country. Up to 1790, England, wc may say /oughly, had been 
an agriciiltmal country; it had siiico been rapidly changing into 
a mariufiicturing one. This was a great revolution, and the massing 
together of great bodies of operatives and manufacturers in such 
places as Birmingham, Jitanchesler, and Leeds, brought into being 
a now and powerful public opinion which was as yet wholly un¬ 
represented in Parliament. It was becoming plain that the old 
system of representation, which gave all tho power to the counties 
and ancient boroughs, was out of date, and would have to bo 
modified in some way. ' 

The next question, that of the rearrangement of the customs and 
of the laws regulating industry, had abo been complicated by the 
Th« Oree trad« introduction of the corn laws, which had made 
aueetiott, agi'iculture by far the most powerfifi of the protected 
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imlustricfl^ and also by tlio rapid clningo b» tire industries of tl»o 
country wliich followed the iulioduetlon of machinery atnl steam. 

This question of duties was tlio fust to be dealt with, lluskisson, 
who became President of the Boiird of Trade iii 1823, was an 
enlightened follower of llio commercial policy of Husjwwon'a 
Pitt, and ho at once sot to work to help mamifacturcs policy, 
by reducing the taxes which wei'c levied on the introduction of 
raw materials, such as silk and wool; at tim saino time ho largely 
nnxlilitsi tli# Mavigation Acts by which goods wore fnrhidden to bo 
brought to Knglaud iq any but 1‘aiglish ships, or, in the C}»?e of 
KuTopean countries, in vessels VK'loiiging to the countries from which 
the goods came. Kow that wo warjfed to do a largo trade,with 
Korlh and South America, these resirictions hail liecomo insiifl'erable. 
lie also repealed the Act hy wliicli the wages of the Spitalfiehls 
wcavoTS were fixed by the magistrates, abolished the roslriotioriH 
on workmen travelling from one part of the cuuidry to another in 
search of work, and all law's dinrAhj controlling the combirmiioiia 
of either masters or workmen. 

These measures gave a great inqKdus to tra h?, and nnforliinatclv 
the sudden burst of prosperity h.Ml to innch overtrading, and to tlio 
forination of bubble companies sucli as tftose of Revival of 
1720, The natural result wms a tcrrihlo panic in bS2r>, traci«. 
when niany of tlicse companies failed, and numbers of ba]»ks were 
ruined. A period of bad trade foliow’cd, during wbkh riots occurred 
in the manufactn^gng districts, and much machinery, wliich was still 
thought by the woikrncu to be at tlie bottom of any misfortune, 
wars destroyed. 

The,fiaostion of Catholic. Kmanoipation had long been of iirst-rate 
importance. It Jiad overthrown Pilt\s firjst administration and also 
that of Gronville, and under Lord Liverpool it hiul catholic 
b^^e.n made an open quest ion, t.c. one on which ministers question, 
might differ in opinion. Accordingly, Canning and Oastlereagb, 
as foDow'crs of Pitt, had alw’ays favoured the CatholicH, while 
I>5Yerpool, Sidmouth, and Eldm^ had been against tfiem, Tho 
question had, however, assumed a more serious shape since it 
had been taken up by the popular Irishman, Danicd 
O’Connell, who bad'in 1823 formed the Catholic 
Association to advocate Uio Catholic claims. This associatioii 

• %% 
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nKStimetl proportions-^lcvicd a subscription from all CathoUcs, 
which wa# known as the ‘‘Catholic rent/^ and almost sinxfrseded 
the government of the country* 

Accordingly, in 182^5, tho Association was stipprcsscd for thico^ 
years, ^ut a relief bill was immedialcly introduced by Sir Francis 

Attempts at Its l^wrdett, wliich pof^^ftd tho Commojis by a largo 
Bsttisment, majority. In tho liOrds, however, it wiia met by > 
violent opposition, headed by the Duke of York, who spr»ke against 
it most strongly, and it was accordingly rojcctod—an aU which was 
probably in acconl with the wdshes of tlie gr^'at mass of the country, 
wlio were in tin's respect raoro narrow-mimhid limn tho unrelbrmetl 
Mouse of Commons. UudetciTC‘d by tins failure, tho Catholic 
Association was again started in an altered fonn, and the agitation 
was continued in Ircland as vigorously as ever. 

Meanwhile tho ministry was becoming more and more disanitcdf. 
Kxcept in oppositiem to rofonn of Par! lament, there was hardly any 
^ ^ subiect on which they agreed, and when Lord Liver- 

Lord Livor- pool loll 111 , aud resigned in i8*2 i, tho inevitable break- 
*‘'*°** up took place. Canning l^carno Prime Minister, and 
was supported by some of the Whigs, especially by Brougham, 0» 
c»nnm«r> Other hand, the Duke of Wellington, Lord Eldon, 

ministry. and Peel resigned their posts. Huskisson continued 
at the Board of Trade, Lord Palmerston coutinued Secretary at War, 
and Lord Goderich became War and Colonial Secretary. Thi^ 
miiiistry promised further pre^ss, and it was th mght certain that 
Death of wouM in a short time bo joined by the leading Whigs, 

canning. \vhom, in hict, places had been kept, but unhappily 
it was completely mined by th© death of Canning, which happened 
within four months of his becoming premier. Abroad, Canning^n 
chief ottention was given to Greece. With great skill ho aiTanged 
Battle of action between England, France, and Russia 

Kavarmo. for fho pacjficatiou of that country^ lliis air^c- 
mont led io an attempt to prevent the Turkish lieet from 
out of tho harbour of Kavaiiio in order to onito with an 
Egyptian contingetit In an attack upon th© Iordan Iskn^, ThW 
led to a bottle, in which tho Turks were completely defeated; hot 
tho Incompetenco of Ih© new ministers was unable to follow out 
ConniogV other object of holding Russia ip check* Li Coa<» 
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seqti^ttce Itio caaT’s troops advaocc^l Jnlo Turkey atid wore very 
near taking Constjmtinople, ai^t in 1820 only tho intorfvfenco of 
Englaiwi amJ Franco onc<;ecdt‘«i in scenting Turkey tho humiliating 
treaty of Adrtanople. 

After Canning^a <k\atb, Eord Goderich was for a few tnonths 
prime minigter; hut ho was quite urifittod for the post. Tho mem¬ 
bers of his ministry quarrdlcd among tlienificivcK, ami in Jannary, 
1828, he resigncfi his po^t, so tho ]>Iari of a progressive Tory • 
^Vhig mirtiSry failed. The king then aske<l the Duke of Wei- 
iingtork to Irccome Frilhe Minister, who formed an administration 
of Conningitea and Tories, of which Peel was Homo Secretary 
and Leader of the House of Commons, lluskisson i>ukeof 
Colonial and War Secretary, and Mmci-ston Secretary 
at War. The lirst event under tho nev; adrnim'stra- Mtimsior. 
tion ms tlie pa».sing, without much opposition, of a motion of 
Lord John Ruasell^a for the repeal of tlio Test and Corporation 
Acts, by wliich Konconformuits were adujilted to full political 
rights. Tlio Mine year air nnsucccfisful attempt was made to 
transfer the members for Pcniyn and East Ketford to MancheHter 
and Birminghara. The case of Ea.st Ketford bnnight on a quarrel 
in tlie governmeirt; for Iluskisson, who Jiad voUni in favour of 
the transfer, resigned, and was followed by Lords T*ahner8ton and 
Dudley, Lamb (afterwards Lord Melbourne), and other Canuingites, 
whose places were fdled by Tories* 

HanUy had tbit been done, when the GathoHc question assnmed a 
mo«i <ilarming aspect, O'Connell himself was put up to contest the 
county of Clare against Vesey Fitzgerald, tho new 
PrcMddnt of the Board of Trade, lie was elected by O'oanaeii ror 
an enoimous majority, and nothing prevented him 
from talking his scat except his inability to take the necessary oaths, 
which as a Roniaii Catholic ho could not do. The three years 
havir^ aow expiit‘<i, tbo Catholic Association was revived, and tho 
aspect of Ireland became bo threatening, that Wellington was 
convinced that nodung but civil ^^ar could preserve the disabnitics. 
This calamity he was not prepared to face, and accordingly be and! 
Feel made up their mind tJiat the disabiUties must be repealed. 

When Parliament met in 1829, the king’s speech recommended 
it to consider thesremoval of Catholic disabiUties, and, as a preli- 
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ruinnry mftasTiro, an act wita pa.HS(Ml .suppros-in;,' llio f-iitlioUc Asao- 
ciation. Tli« kiiii?, howyviT, ii^>\v def/Lirt'd that, likf* 

R*p«itlofth« .... , , , . 1 * ’ > 

Catholic dis-. hiv^ father, he hiul oousoieiitious Kcrnples to giving 
r^biiiue*. c'^)n^^ent to the hill; hut, upon Wellington and 

Teel tjircatening to resign, he agreed to give way, and the bill 
was then passed, by which the Konian t/athulics wt‘re allowed, 
instead of taking the en> toniary oaths, to make a dcelaration that 
they wonld do nothing to injure I'hurcli or State. They were 
only excluded (Voni the ()flk:es of Uegeut, Lord ChaYie»dlor, and 
Viceroy of Ireland, and frv>m the exori'ise of Church patronage. 
chKtnfre same time llmt this bill passcfl, the Irish 

in the Irish, fi'fincliiKo in cuuntios was raised from forty shilling.*? 
franchise. pounds, a.s it Nvas llhMiglit that, now tliat 

Roman Catholics could be elected, the lowtir franchise wouhl resulr 
ill a complete excln.sion of Lrotestants, 

Unfortunately, tho repeal was dcjirivctl of mncli of ite grace by 
not iiiclnding a special clause allowing O'ComiclI to take his seat 
without rO'clcction. Tlie ungraciousness of this, coupled with the 
raising of the franohisc, robbed Ihc act of its conciliatory character. 

AKttation for O’Uoiinell was, of course, re-eiccted. and soon began a 
ropojiioftbo new agitation for the repeal of tho Union, which went 
Umon, many years. In June, 1830, George IV. died, 

and as the Duke of York had died in 1827, lie was succeeded bv 
the Duke of Clarence, witli the title of William IV. 

It has bo<Mi said of George l\b that 'Gto w'a.s ^ bad son, a bad 
iiusband, a bad hither, a bad subject, a bad monarch, and a bad 
frieml.” With excellent abilities, he employed his talent.s solely for 
Ida own gratillcation, and wlion he died was the subject of nlmofit 
universal contempt, « 
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Till: new kinj; was inueli luore pojuilju' IIkoi his Inutlicv; lie had 
t)ie marmei'h of a sailor, oaicd iillle for state but iiiucli for populurit}', 
and wiiH believed to bo in favour of reform. Tim new elections were 
favourable to the refornier.*?, and at the same time a ^;reat impulse was 
given to popular onthusiasin by a sucraissliil revolt of the Freneli 
against ihoir <lespolic king, Chaxh'.s X., and the cstahlishmont of a 
papular government under his taaisin, Louis Ihiilppo, Duke of 
Orleans', who took the title of King uf t!ie French, 'i’his revolution 


reminded men ogixo Fnglish Uevolution of 1086, and was thought 
to augur well for the triumph of the middle classes in this country. 

However, lx:fore Farliament met, iho boginuing of perhaps flic 
most litriking rcvoIuti<m of the age was made by the ojicuing of 
the Liverpool aryl Manchester Railway. This groat Op«oinff of th<i 
step, which was due to the application of the steam* 
engine to Uie dragging of heavy carriages along the Baiivray. 
tramdiiies which had long been in use, was mainly duo to the 
ingenuity and deterinination of Heorge Stephenson, a north-country 
workman, who thereby made hbyself a name as one of tiie greatest 
engineers of the age. The importance of tlic new step was recog¬ 
nized by a public opening, in which the Duke of Wellington and 
other ministers took part, and unhappily Mr. Iluskis- Death 6f 
son, ’who had jiLSt been rcconciiotl to tlie duke, was HtwkiMon. 
knocked down by^ passing engine, and died of his injuries. The 
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appHcation of steam-power to navigation preceded tlio railway by 
$ome years. In 1803 Fulton, an American, successfully constructed 
a working steam-ship, and iu 1838 the Atlaidic was crossed by 
steam-power only, for the first time. 

Wluftt Parliament met, tho Duko of Wellington roused a great 
deal of feeling by declaring that the IIoiiso of Commons needed no 
woiiinston'# reform. There were a great many people w'ho agreed 
atrainA'^rtforai. andlmany more who thought that a refonu 

Merits of the should Ikj Carefully considered, and should prosmv'o 
oid esretoTO. as iwich ad poasiUc of tho good features of tho old 
tjystcm of representation. The groat merits of tho old plan 
^vere that on the whole it had worked well, that, in spite of its 
anomalies, it hud very fairly roprosonted tlie fecliiigs of KngUshmen, 
and that it had produced a body of ptatesrocu who could compare 
ill administrative ability, in rectitude and in eloquence, w'itli those of 
any country in tho world. Even the rotten borouglis hiSl had their 
advantage in enabling leadei's to introduce to political life young 
nreu of ability, and both tho Pitts, Burke, Fo.x, Canning, Huskisson, 
and many others had gained their first scats in Parliament throngli 
this channel. Against tliis, iKnvcvor, it ivas to be said that many luj'ge 
and inij»ortaat Icnvns wero wliolly unrepresented, that large, and 

populous counties had the same number, of mcmlx^ts 
.Tt8cieihct«. landed interest was over¬ 

represented, out of all proportion to the manufacturing. 

The great difliculty, however, in the way of mmlcrate reform was 
tho fact that reform had l>een postponed so long. At tlie dose of 


Difflcuittwof the last century tho Bockingham Whigs and th^. King’s 
reform, fiiends had defeated litt’s efforta ^n this direction; 
Oanning had always Ixicn opposed to PaTluimentAry reform; and 
lately the Thirds had defoated Lord John Kosseirs attempts to 
gradually tmnsfer members from corrupt boroughs to the ktge 
manufacturing centres. The consequence was that nothing but a 
sweeping measure of reform wojild satisfy the country, and the 
Dnko'a ill-considered expres^^ion caused a storm ,of indignation 
iiow'cver, before any resolution on the subject was brought in, the 
x.ora Grey's government were defeated on a motion connected 
miaiftirjr. with the Civil List, and the Duke immediately re¬ 
signed. Upon this, Lord Grey, who had long leh the Wliigs in the 
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House of Lorils, was mwX for. Ho formed a ministry out of tlio old 

» *1 

Wbf^, with some folio Wei'S of Camiing and GfetiviHo. Tlie chief 
members were Brougham^ who became I,»ord Chancellor j ,^jOrd 
Althor|>, Chancellor nf the Kxchequer; I^onl Melbourne, Homo 
Si^cretary; Lord Balmerstou, Foreign Secretary; Lord JoJuflluiisel!, 
Fayma?}ter of the Forces; and Mr. Stanley, Colonkil Secretary, 
lionl Grey had stipulated tliat reform should be a Cabinet measuxe, 
Olid in Migeh, 1831, the Itefonn Bill Was introduced by Lord John 
nusBell, who had long been the champion of reform in the Lower 
nouRo. 

The 1)111 w’as based upon the new principle of synnuctry. It was 
proposed to dibfranehise sixty-two boroughn with less tlian two 
thrmseind inhabihirits, and to take away one member th® proposed 
cadi from ferty-seyen boroughs of only four Uiousand 
inhabitAn|s. Thcte riicmbers wore to 1)0 divided among the largo 
t owns^of which the most imj)oi taut were Manchester, Birmingham, 
Leeds, Wolverhampton, and ShenTidd-—among the thickly populatwl 
districts of the mctropoli.^, and ninong tho larger counties. With 
regard to the light of voting, ibo qualilication in towns was for the 
first thtto to be made uniform, and given to all housel>oldc*rs j[)ayiiig 
a yearly rental of ten pounds. In tfie counties tho riglit was to bo 
giyou (in addition to tho old forty-dulling frechtddera) to all copy- 
holders to tho vahicof ten pounds a year, and to Icaacholdors for 
twenty-one yoaijg, whose rent was over fifty pounds. 

The Bill passed tho soc^md i*eadlng by a majority of 302 to .301, 
hut when its clauses worts being considered in committee of tho 
an amendment, introduced by General Gas- Bin defbatod m 
coync, that the meixibcrs for England and Wales committeo. 
ought not to {ms diminished, was carried against Uio government 
by 3. Ministers, however, feit lliat the enthusiasm in the country 
was dsing, and they tlierefore persuaded tlie king to dissolve 
I’tn^rllament i« persotv before the Iiords were able to carry an address 
to him against dissolution. 

The result of the election showed lliat ministors were right. 

*‘Thc Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing biit the Bill,” Btswoiutioa 
was die cry of tlio Beforniers, and the Tories were an4 omrsi 
lieato all over tlae country. The Refonn Bill was 
new carricjii on fts second reading, by no less than 136 votes, and 
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after many weeks; of discuss ion in cumaiitteo, during^ which the 
Second bill horougli was Vigorously contesicd, the 

^’^*^non« Mit readiiig was passed Uy 345 to 23d, liowcvor, 
thrown out by when tlic 14ill roacliod the Lords, Iho opposition was 
tb« lirtcdo. gtroDg ftnoijgh to seeiire it^ ri?jection, and it wag thrown 
out by 199 to 158. Its rejection caused t!io otiiioat imligiiatioH. 
Tklany of tho peers and bishops were iurtulted by the popuUcc. At 
Ihrmingham the bells wore muHled an<l tolled; at Nottingham the 
<;astlo was tired; at Bristol the mob, infuriated l)y drink, got complete 
possession of tho city, released tho prisoners,‘set tiro to tho Mansioii 
I'lonse and tho llishop’s Palace, and for throo days gave thcinsolves 
over to every kind of excess. 

In DccembcT, ParliaTueiit again met, and the Bill was carried i« 
the Commons by a majority of two to one, and w'as again sent up 
Third bin Lords. In tlio Upper House tho second 

carried In the reading of tho bill was carried by nine votes only, and 
Hoaiuityof tho it l.»ecame clear tlwt tho feeling of tho House wivs 
jLorda. jij (li(» measure. Uiider these ciiXMimstanccs 

the cxcitomont in tho country became intense. No loss than 160,0(H) 


AKitationia persons met at Birininghani to support the measure, 
the country, .seriously proposed that no taxes should bo 

paid until the Bill had been passed. Everything prei>iiged the 
coming of a revolution. In s[)itc of ihi.s, tho Iord.s in committee 
carried by 35 a rcsolutiou adverse to tho Bill, N^course appeared 
o|)eu except to attack tJie lloiiso of Lcuxls or to create new peers 
Besiirnation Of Order to form a Whig majority, as Harley luui done 

thoiuiuiatry. 1711 , As the king refused to do thi.s, ministers 

resigned. Upon this the king sent for tho Duke of Wellington and 
implored him to help Iiim; but the Duke, though witli his usual 
courage he expressed himself willing to make»4xn attempt, found 
that his followers refused to support him. Accordingly Ettrl Grey 
PaMaae of the Cam® back again, and the king consented, if necessary, 
Bin. create new peers. This threat forced the lords 

to withdraw their opposition, anct in June, 1832, the Reform Bill 
passed tlie Lords by 106 votes to 22. 

The Bill as it stood did not diftVr very much from that which liad 
The Beform introduced by Lord John Russell. One hundred 

▲ot of 1838 . forty-Uiree members were takeh away from small 
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boroiiglis; of sixty-five were givfiii to the cowilu':?, two 

menibcri! eiicU to Birniiiighain> Mauohcstcr, Loed<, Shcrtk'li.l^ and 
oighteoti other large towns, including tho nietropoUUm diytricts.,ajul 
one memher each to twenty-one otlior towns, all of which had been 
previously unrepresented. Tho right to vote was as ongiiiiitly pi\>- 
posed, except thah by the Cljandos dauso, farmers occupying land 
rcnte{l at £/i0 a year wore enfranoliised. 

Bills of % similar cliav.udcr wore thcfi passed for Scotland and 
Ireland. Tho runnbvr^tf neanhors ha* Southind was increased^frorrj 
fortydivo to fifty-throc, and in hehind fvvuu one BootJanu and! 
hundred to one hundred and live. In both coiintries ireiauu. 
the fmndiise in towns was made the same ns in I’mclnnd, but in 
Ireland the rights of tho forty-shilling freehohlcrs which had been 
taken away in 1828 were not restored. 

The two great points in the Knglisli Ihdorrn Bill were, first, the 

iiitrcduction of a uniform franchise, widch had never before existed, 

each town having ha<l rules of its own; and sccoinllv, _ ^ , 

^ Great fttatares 

tlio transferenco of power from the agnculturul to tho 

the manufacturing districts. A line drawn from Ilidl 
to BrisUd will, roughly speaking, divide these districts; and, with 
very few exceptions, uH tho disfruncliiscd towms ky to the south 
and east of this line, and all the cnfraTtchiscd to tlio north and west 
of it. The e^jualization of tlio franchise, of course, gave the chief 
power to tho n%st inmieroua class of voters, that is to tim house¬ 
holders living in houses between ten and twenty pouridK. It de¬ 
stroyed to a great extent the inlhienco of the aristocracy in lbs 
boroughs, but they still retained their iujluence in tho counties. 

When the Reformed Parliament met, it was found that tho Tories 
had 01 ^ secured 172 seats, while the Whigs having carried all beforo 
them in the new %onstituen(5ies liad 480. A period oi. 

of great legislative activity followed. In 183.3 an act 
was passed for tho emancipation of tho West Indian 
slaves. The slave trade had begii prolubitcd in 1807, Imt the sugar 
plantations of the West Indies had contiimed to bo worked by slaves, 
who were a valuable property to their owners. In 1833 an act was 
passed by which slavery was to cease from Ang>i^d, 1834, and 
compensation was given to the slave-owners to the amount of 
£20,000,000. A?a step between slavery and absolute freedom, tho 
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slaves were to work for their niastcrs as appreiiliees for seven yeai-s, 
which were aftorwarcts reduced to four. It v^*as also amuiged that 
tlic, duty on sugar grown by free khonrers should always be less 
than that on sugar grown by slaves—a bargain which has not been 
eurried out. 

At homo some important reforms were made. By one Act, 
passed 18i%3. an annual grant of £20,(KH> vvas made in aid of 

,Kducati6n chuuoiitary education, which had hiUictto been en- 
, tircly conducted by tlie Cb»\rch and otlicr religious 

and philaulbropic bodies. By anot.hcr Act, introduced by liOrd 

factory Acts (afterwards K/u*l of Sbaftesbury) in 1833, tho 

employment of children uiukr niuo years of age in 
factories was forbidden. This practice had sprung up since the 
jntroduction of iimchinery, to the great injury of tho children's 
health and the rain f>f their education. The Act has been extended 
frotn time to time, and in 1847 Fioldeirs Act limited the work of 
111! young persons arid w’oinou to ten lionrs a day. Xn 1834, by tho 
Boor Law* Amendment Act, the administration of the poor law was 
Poor law rcformcil, and a stop put to the practico of granting 
aiiienuoti By<jtematic outdoor relief in the case of able-bodied 
men, which had had such disastjrous effects in tho rural liistricb?. 
U'his change fi*<)m the old sysiom to tho iieav was, however, the 
cause of gi’cat liardship to Um poor, wdm had been trained for 
years to rely on their parish pay to eke out ^helr wages, and 
good as it was for the nation as a whole, it created much discontent 
amotig U^e working classes. 

An important Actrwas jjAssod in 1833 for tho reform of the Irish 
Church, by wbieh two nrchbiahoprica aiu! eight ^bishoprics were 
^^uppressed, and a oommiasion was appointed to administer sdjje^u- 
Otis revenues. At the same time a severe Coerciin Act was passed, 
on tho ground that in 1832 no less than nine thousand cfimbsj 
m ining out of tlio flisturbcd state of the country, bad been corn- 
luitted. An Act was also passed |n 1833 to compensate the Irish 
clergy for tlio less of tithe which they had experienced trough 
Uie resistance to its collection. In 1835 the tithes were commuted. 
The Irfeh Chutch que^ioxi led to a dilflculty in the minfetry< 
Miniatertai Stardcy (afteiwards Lord Derb^), Sir 3. Grahafh, 
ebaam others, disagreed with Lord ahd kft 



tl^e nj^!ftjy» Befoio long tljey Ijegau to at:t witli Sir Kobert 
PioeJj and took a high plao<i iw tho Tory party. 

MoanwhUo ilio Conservativej?. ius tho foJiowcra of Pool had now 
bogaa to call themsidves, to distiugwish them from 
man of tho type of Lord ICkloji, were gaining ground jf^iioa, 
undo? tlm able ParUamentary leadomhip of Pool, and Uio tide of 
enthusiasm which bml carried along tjio reform ministry hegiaiung 
to abide, a roaction was setting in. This soon Hliowod m (h« 

itself in tho form of disunion iu tho ministry. Grey 
diiTored with Althorp* the leader of tho Ilouso of l*oraaWjr. 
Gommoua, abont renewing the Irish Coercion Act. AUhorf> sent in 
his resigrtation, and Grey, wlio was now an old man, retired. Ilia 
place w*a8 taken by Lord Melbourne, an able but eoceritrio man, 
who had no enthuKiaem for encjgrdic nifornw. This stato of tilings 
encourage^i the king to lailiefve that Uiere was a m«i. 

CotisertraUve re.act!ou, and as ho had for a long 
time gi'own heartily tired of Ids ministens he took Uismiseos 
the opportunity of Ixird Alth<>rp’.s going to tho theWhi®*. 
House of Lortls on hw fuher's death, to dlimiaa them and call the 
l>uke of Wellington to take office, Tlic Huko advised that Peel 
should be premier. 

. This Peel accepted. The Duke of WeUington became Foreign 
Secretary; Lord Lyndimrst, Lord Chancellor; Lord Aberdeen, 
War and Colonial SecrcUny; and dissolved Purlia- ftIpBo^>en 
ment. Ill the Election the Conservatis'es gained 
nearly one hundred seats, but the M'^higs were still in a majority 
of 107. Sir Jhd;»ert Peel had announced himself in favour of 
etcady progress, but ho was contmiittlly defeated by the LilKu als; 
and wjien Lord John UusscH canied a resolution for applying tho 
empfus revenues of tho Irish Church to general moral and religious 
purposes, the same <|ncstIon upon which Mr. Stanley had left Lord 
Grey*$ ministry, he resigned. Lortl Melbourne tlion 
.-eamo back to Office, w^ith .Lord John Bu^ell as 
Homo Secretary and Lord f^almciiston Foreign 
Secretary, 

His measure of importance avo* dm Munioipal Corporation 
Ac^ pa^d in 1855. Hitherto the governing bodies of Kwumipai 

t^wtis had for th^^most part been close bodied whieh 
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filled up vitcaiicics ifi llieir o\vrj racks; ly thft new Act ali 
town conticils were elected by the ratepaver^. and in their turn 
clcctc*! the mayor and aldcruicn. Thia arnmgement made quite 
a levulution hi tlic life of |)rovineial towna; it gave an education 
in tho •pniclicc of sclf govcnmiont, and it remoyed many abusssea. 
The Oorpovatiofi of l^ondon wus powerful enough to get itaelf 
exempted from the provisiruiH of the Act, and a few othei '8 from 
their insignificance escajKrd notice, u 


liy afinthor Act tlio tithe rpiestion in ruigland >vas fiottkd. 
Ilitlierto roctors and vicai's had co]lecre<l their tithe, sometimes in 


„ kind, sometimes in accoidance. with a composition 

Tithe anwtlon. , , , , * 

arniMge«l bctwinm tho parson an<l the tithe-t>avers, 
'fhis was very inilaiing, especially to N'«mcoufonnists. lly tho new 
Act the tithe was commuted into n rent-charge, calculated according 
to tho avonige price of corn for the seven i>rcec<ling 3 'cars, 

In IBdO the circulation of newspapers was much incroafscd by 

jaodviciton of ujioii them being reduced to one penny, 

thodutyon Tlic saiiio year the House of ('ommons began to 
nowovapeiB. division lists, in this waj^ giiviiig 

accurate^ information to their constituents of the votes of their 


Pubiicauonof naunbcvs. This and tlic ]‘iil>lication of debates, 
tUviBiott UBt». allowed in 1771, Lave tlonc as much ns anything else 
to dilVuso political kiiowledgo throughout the country and to keep 
up an intelligent interest in the doings of ParUanient. 

Tho next year, 1837, tho genial old king ilied, and bis niece, 
DeiithofthB Ibe daughter <»f the Duke of Kent, succeeded to 
tlie throne by the title of Queen Victoria. 
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VirXoitiA, 1.^37- 

Born married, 1840, AllM;rt of Sax<?*(.!obiirg. 

Chi^f C*iar<xctcrs of the /<’• <//.■» —f^orcl Meltwtirne; Sir Rt>J»ert Beel; Ticrd 
John, afterwards Karl Kujtsell; Lord Bni«i*?r:<ton ; the Kail of Aber** 
d«en; Lord Stanley, afterward!! Karl of fh-rby; Daniel fl'Conoell; 
Ktchard Colnk-n; John Ilri/'hfc; \V. K. ( ilad^tonc; Benjamin Disranli, 
created Ivarl of BcoconsfjcM; Lorsl ffartinixton; W. K. Forster; 
C, 8. Barotjl; Uje Manjum of Salisbury. 


Hiiwtift. 
Ktcolftt}, 
1825-lS5d. 
Alexander 1T., 
l8o5-l88L 
Alexander 111., 
1881- 


Chief Cj»<cmi'K>r(iri/ 


July. 

Victor KiTimanucl. 
King of Sardinia, 
l8K.h 

King of Italy, 
Humbert, 1878- 


t'raocc, 

Louis Philippe* 
1«0-1848. 

Ho public, 

Lonis Napoleon, 
KfUfK-ror. 
18 .Vi~l 870 . 
Hepublie, 1870- 


rr 

William, 
18fi 1-1871. 
KmjKjror in 
Germany, 
1871-‘ 


Tuk new qnccn,^bo hful conic of a; 5 e at eigbteen litlle more than 
a monlti before the death of her unci*?, had lived in groat privacy 
before her Aocession, but the imprcj^riou .‘^h.e nmdo on her firat 
apyieaiance was moi>t favourable, and a liopeful feeding spread 
tWtigh all ratios of a prosperous and happy reign. In 1840 the 
qneen tnarried Prince Albert of Sa^ve-Coburg, her cousin, who 
made her an excellent hu.sliand, and devoted himself to advance the 
moral and intellectual well-being of the people among whom ho 
came tp live. 

Her succession dissolved the ^connection between England and 
Hanover which had existed since 1714, as the Salic law, by which 
no woman could reign, was the rule iu that country, g^parattan 
and her uncle, the Duke of Cumberland, became Kaoovar. 
its king. *]nio loss of Hanover, however, did no harm to England. 



43 ® 


Viclorta. 


ctsar* 


Ite pojiscssion brotisfht us neitlicr honour nor profit^ but, on the othoi 
hanr], was a coristaut source of danger Jest should be dragged 
into GcrniArt politics. 

A much moro Berions loss than that, of Hajinvcr, howaver, 
tiireat^fied to couple with disaster the accession of the new qneen. 

Canada Canada was thoroughly disadbclcd. The ditHctilty 

au«8tii»a» thoro arose mainly from the tlifTcrcneo between the 
I'l’Cnch and Koglish population. The Canada Act of 1774 lia.il 
given llio samo gp^i^umiit to all Canada, but llid secured 
spticicl privileges to mo French; but PUt*s Act of 17&1 had 
divided Canada into two parts. Ono of these, Lower Canada, was 
inhabited almost c-xchisively by the doscendanbi of the French j 
tho other, lJj>j>er Canada, by English and Scotch setUera, and by 
loyal AmcricanR, who had crossed over into Canada when tho 
United States l>ccamo independent. Each of these states had a 
separate governor and legislofure. Hus plan had jiot worked at 
all won. There were constant difficulties in both states between 
tho legislature and the executive goTcrnracnt, in which the English 
government eupportovl the executive, and in 1837 Ix)wer Canada 
broke into a revolt, which was easily suppressed by Sir J, 
Colbome. 


The Melbourne ministry then sent out Lord Durham, Die ablest 
of the younger momliers of the Whig party, as special commissioner 
Xiorn 1>urham'» Unlimited powers. In dealing with the ring- 
miifttoa. leaders of the < rebellion, ho, in oi4ter to avoid the 
excitement of a trial, banished them by his own authority to Ber¬ 
muda, and denounced death against them in case tliey ehould 
return. Tliis act was approved in tlio colony, hut it was at^ked 
in the House of Lords by Lord Brougham, who had been irritated 
by not being again made cbancellor on the return of iha Melbborne 
miiiistry; and Lord Melbourne cancelled the ordinal^. JL6tdi 
Durham at once resigneii, but his plana were carried into ef^t 
by hifl succofifior, Ijord Sydenham, ^o Act of 1791 was revest, 
and the two Canadas united in a If ;p^tive union, and way 
paved for a Federal union of ail Uie North Am^riii^nl cohmlea^i 
Ckmada hes siheo been conspicubiis for its loyal^ 

crown. '.V::,'' 

The weakness which tiord Melbourne’s govempient shbuNid hi the 
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ca»cofI*ortl Dwrliam was tliorouglily cliaracteristic of a aiinlstry 
whkh pleased no one, but to wtuch tliero was no 'WcahtusMct 
obyious succ'essor. Sir Kobort Peel had no majority, jceibounU^n 
auxi liOrd Darliamj llio only man outsido tlio otlicaal mtajgtty, 
ftdiowera of Lord Molboumo who wtis strong enotigh to take ft lino 
of his own, wa« dying. This state of thingTi was moat exasperating 
to the ardent reformers, and resulted iri tlio growth of agitation ns 
the country. ITiis ajpution had two objects, and was eomhictod by 
two quite iffifercnt da^isef? of mun—the inainifacturers who wisho«t 
to aMish the corn la^vry, and the UiulicalA wlio wished for further 
Patliamcntary reform. 

The Radicals had looked on the Reform Bill of 183*2 with very 
didcront oyos to the Whigs, To the Whigs it Itad been a raoastifo 
which Avas to settle the constitution of Parliament for xh#poHoyof 
at least a very long time; to the Radicals it was only iUdieai*, 
a step in the right direction. Accordingly, when the Radjcah found 
that the first fervour of reforming '/,eal had died away, and that 
the adnurnslnition waa little if any more energetic titan 

a CoBservafive government, they began to agitate for further Reform. 

Their wishes woro embodied in a Charter, in which they dc- 
mandod (1) iiniv'crsal suffrage, bn tlio giotind that eveiy gtwn-up 
man had a right to a vote; (2) vote by ballot, to 
secure tiiiu voter from ii\ti)nidAtton; (3) annual 
Parluiroente, to secure the dependenco of members on the \vi.slios of 
tlicir constittiente; (4) payment of m<unbers, in order to etjal>lo 
poor wen to leave their work if elcctetl; (5) the alKdition of the 
property qualification, by which no one could ait unless ho had a 
certaki amount of property (tliis rub, as a matter of fact, IiacI 
)pi^ been evadcHl); and (fi) equal electoral districts, in order to 
of each roon^s vote au nearly equal as possible. 

V 'iSu d^VocftM of tliis scheme, who were called Chartmte,* were of 
TTiOSe who vrcrc in favour of force were called Physica! 
Fqree Chartists, those in favour of agitation only, Moral tub chajrt*»t 

The leaders weye Fcargus O'Connor, «8it»ttoai. 
of Parliament, and Hctheringlon, Yiticent, and Lovett, 
workifiS^^ tuun. Tlie Chartiate held largo public mectingSj whicti 
in the agitated state of the countrj^, led to riots, and in 
ah attempt ^ rebellion was made at Newport, in South Wales, 
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iui<ler tl»o Iftad ol Mr. Frost, a magistrate, Hiis was, of conrso, 
easily siipprcssetl, ainl some of the loaders wore transported; hut 
the agitation continued for years, and roused great onthuiimsm 
ainctf>g tlio uiiTepresented cJasscijr 

dlie otlicr movement in favour of free trade in corn Iiad it^ ongm 
in the want*!! of the manufacturers, who saw' that one onoet of the 
Thoft*«« trade com law's was to keep bread at a higher price than it 
movement, would have )jeen had foreign corn been allowed to 
be imp<>rtod free of duty, so tluit foreigners might, whfiever they 
could, utuloTsell the English ffirnicrs in thy homo market. This 
artificial raising of the price necessarily increased the hardships 
of th<? unemployed workpeople wlienever there tvero bad timea in 
the manufaclnring tlistriots, and had the effect of making iho 
inUirest of the manufacturing population hostile to tlmt of the 
country distriolM, which dejvended for their prosperity on the con¬ 
dition of agriculture and the amount of cm|>loyment which could 
bo given on tltc land. The manufactm-erH, therefore, set on foot 
tlie AnibCprn Eaw League, whose most active 8|)irits were Itichard 
tkdxlen and John Ikiglit, both manufacturers and nmn of great 
eloquence, and they set on foot a ernsado against the com laws, 
which they cairicd on in (he marnifacturing districts. 

While tlio country was thus being agitated by Chartism on ono 
Hiile, and the anti-corn law agitation on the other, the Melbourne 
K<!»ian«tionof ruinistiy was in tlio hist stage of weakness. In the 
the whig«. general election on the queen’s ac(:^'*ssion, the Con¬ 
servatives had 310 members. In the government only carried 
a bill for suspending Uio constittuion of Jamaica, in which island, 
there had been constant trouble since tlic Act of 1833, by five,^votes. 

Upon this Lord Melbourne sent in his resigijation, and Sir 
K, Peel attempted to form a miiustry, but w’as foiled by aji 
ThoBed- unexpected difficulty. It had always l»oen the 

chftmbair practice at court that the personal attendants of 

quoBUQn. sovereign should be of the same way of thinking 

as the ministers, and therefore that when a ministiy resigned 
household should resign loo, Thil had been casv in the case of a 
king, but it was not so easy in the case of a queen, who hatarally 
objected to have her domestic circle broken up; and Lord HeJbOiime 
had made it still more difficult by putting tb.e most conffdeoi^l 
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|>laceA into the liandH of the wives an4 «jj«tors of hif» own colleagues, 
Sit U. Peel natwmlJy wislied that the^tc sliould Ih^ oli.'itigod, but, 
Ha tlie qiioen objected, he gave way, and thivw up the task of 
forming a inini.stry» Melbourne thereupon camoback juktnmof Lom 
again; but his ignominious return, as it wa.s said, 

behind the petticoats of the hnlios of the Bedchamber,” was of 
small advantage to his party, for the Whigs were weaker than ever. 

The only important event of thoir ministry at homo was the 
adoption b^ Rowland Hill of the penny p(^^tago scheme in 18.39, 
which fjuite revolutioftized the postal* iirrangeruenta 
of Ujo country, and not ordy conferred an iinmenso 
boon on all classes, but also gave a vast impetus to the prosperity 
of iho country by the increa.sed hicilities it on'ered to business. 

In the colonies, the last years of William IV, and the early years 
of Queen Victoria were of eoupiderftblo importance- In 183C South 
Australia was th.st coloni?.<id, its capital taking iho progros* of th* 
name of Adelahlc from the fpicen of William IV. coioniiw 
The next year Natal was founded by Dutch settleTs, who liad made 
their way north from the Capo of Hood Hope. At first they w'cre 
independent, but in 1841 Natal was placed under English niU*. 
In 1839 wo acquired Aden, which is to the entrance of the Red Sea 
what Gibraltar is to the Meditorninean. The same year New 
Zealand was first pcrroancntly colonized. 

In 1841 Sir R, Peel carried a vote of want of confidence in the 
ministry by one^'ote. Parliament was diswlvcd, and in the general 
election the Conservatives, curried by tlie rcacliou o«a«r»i 
* which had shown itself .since 1832, secured 307 seats, 
giving them a majority over the Whigs of 80. Lord whi^a. 
Melbourne was ?lt once defeated, and resigned office. The resignation 
of liord Melbourne brings to a close the period which followed imme¬ 
diately CNI the passing of tho Refonn Bill. Many irnport-mt measures 
bad 1>een passed, but the enthusiasm had died out. The defection 
of the Chartists and the independent wishes of tho Anti-CoraX«a.w 
laeague had weakened the Whigsi On the other hand, the great repn- 
tatiott of Sir B. Peel as a financier, a department in which the Whigu 
were believed to bo weak, was a tower of strength to tho Conserva¬ 
tive in tho towns, while the fear of iho abolition of iho corn laws 
was the mainstay^of tlio Conservatives among the farmers. 

2 V 



Vuti}ria^ 




434 

I'lio part wblcli I/ord Mflbounic liad hail to play ^inci* the at'C(»«»!on 
of tbc queen was a mot^t difficult and irnporbuit one, for upon hitn 
t,ora f&n tho (Itjiy of teaclung her tho conduct of businowj 
in«^^l*e«oft fruictiojiS of tlio ??ovcmgn in tho working of 

th««iveeQ. tlie coimtitution. This Lord Melbourne, in of 
Ills waiit of tac t in tho arrangement of the household, iis admitted to 
have done with great i?kill, und for it tho nation will always owe a 
debt of gratitude to his memory, 

The chief mcmliers of It, Peers uiinistiiy' were tho Duke of 
\VTd)ington, who led the Lords; Lord Lyudhui'st, Lord Chancellor; 
Lord Aberdeen, who was Forrdgn iSecrctEiry ; Lmd Stanley, War 
und Colonial Secretary; and Sir J.CrAhain, Horne Secnitary, Mr. 
Gkubtone was Vice-President and afterwards President of tho 
Board of Trade, 

Tho first concern of tho new government was wdth Indian affair#^ 
Since the Mahnitla war of 1603, the British territories in India 
Pro«res»or had made gicjit progress. In 1813 wo defeated the 
incn». Ghoorkaa of Ncpaul, W'liich lies close to the ilimakya 
twounhdns. In 16 iS we t‘ut down tho Pindarrics—bands of profes¬ 
sional robbers wlio infcKtcd tlic territory of tho Great Mogul.. In 
1810 wc acfjnired Singapore, an island which commands the S^aita 
of Malacca. In 1824 wc made war upon Buiwah, and took Han- 
goou and the surrounding territory on the coast, leaving the dtairkt 
of Upper Bunnab, annexed in 1885, iudopendent. In 1826 we took 
Assam. 

> These annexations made our connection wdlh India more that of 
rulers thou ever, and when tho East India Compaiyr's charter was 
« ^ renewed in 1833, the trade with India and China was 

KiMt India thrown completely open. The Company, however, 
conp«ny. preserved its position as a poUtical body, , and 

continued to govern India, subject to the Board of Oonl^l whdc^ 
Pitt had established, twenty-five years longer. 

Meanwhile tlm steady advance of Bussia in Central Asia had 
begun to excite fear that she woide intrigue against oa in Ihdiai if 
BuMiaiw to ^ ^ counteipoise to ohr well-anderstopd 

io her deingns on Constantinople; and'^iien, to 16^, 
it was learnLthat a Kujssian envoy had been received at 
capital of A^bamstan, the country which include i the great 
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of Ilecat, Cabttl^ Ghoxiiee, aud Candaliar^ commaiiding the ap- 
pToaclicis to India on tho northa dojinnwl was sent to ].)o 3 t 
Mahorni^) Ameer of Afghanistan, tJml he should be dismissed. 

As ibo Ameer refused, British troO|> 8 i »»vadod tho eonntry and 
captured Cthuxneo, Oandahar, and Cabul, Dost Mahomed «ur* 
rendered, and Bhah Bujah was sot Tip in his place. ^£,. 9 ^ AfehAn 
Imfortimately, tho EiigUsli Icadors at Cahul allowed '*'**^* 
ihcmisidveR^o ho ontwitiod by Akt)ar Khan, Dost Mahomed's aon, 
and agreed to rotroat^to the frontier under a sixfe conduct. This 
was hroken, arid of tiic wliole army only one man, 

0 r. Br 3 ’doTi, survived the athicks of tlto enemy and T«tr«Atnroia 
the bitter cold of tho Afghan winter, and readied 
jelhilabad, at tJie mouth of the Khyhev Pass, where ho found 
General Sale still holding out. To wipe away our disgrace, new 
armies were sent into Afghanistan, which recsnptured Candahar and 
Cahul. After all Dost Mahomed was restored. 

Hardly was tho Afghan war over, when a miBunderstanding 
with the Ameers of Scindc, tho territory which lies at Aim*xauottof 
tho mouth pf the river Indus, caused an invasion of jytnupiwnTiti 
their territory by Sit Charles Napier. Tho Aineera’ Hyu^rabau. 
trPopg wcfte Ixjatcn in the battles of Mecanee and ITydcnibad, and 
ttioir land added to tlic Company’s territories in 1843. 

, The war against Semdo was quickly followed by one against the 

who occupied the Punjab, a district of five 

■ ^ a a • Jc llWl^ HIOCxL XUrftlT * 

rivors, all of which fiow mto tho Indus. Tlicir power¬ 
ful anny threatened tho peace of tho surrounding dlstrieta, and 
as tiity refueod to disband w’e attacked and defeated Aitwai and 
theni in the gijeat battles of Aliwal and Bobraon, in 

Throe years later war again broke out. Tho war. 

Biikha w'ero defeated at Chillianwallah and Goojerat, and the 
|%}|ab was annexed by the Company in 1849. 

, M^nwhile at home the -first years of Sir U. PoePa ramfetry were 
noi marked by any events of first-rate importance. Free Chnrcu 
lot i^otland a great secession look place from the “^iSeo!** 
establi^ed Presbyterian Church, and the jseceders tMa* 
formal tiio Freo Church of Scotland. In Ireland MayuootA 
Sir B, Peel did a gracioua act by passing a bill to 
uioreaso the yearly allowance which had been mado 
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«jno(^ 17f>rj in ai«l of lito maiiitojiiancc of the Roman Catholic College 
of Maynooth, where Irish priests were nsiially etlucated* Mr. 
(iladstone left the ministry because ho had previously written 
agairtsl such a measure. Sir R. Peel also devoted grciut attention 
to finance, and in liis budget of 1842 followed tlio 
policy of Pitt and Iluskisson by taking the duty oflT 
a very largo number of small xirticlcs, for which ho substituted an 
Income tax for a limited period. 

The great question of the day, however, was that of the corn laws. 
The real difiiculty waa, how to make things us t'xisy as px»ssibIo for 
Com iftw the manufacturers without rinuing the agrictiUuristH 
questtou. throwing vast tracts of uraMe land out of culti¬ 

vation. Since 1815 various seliojnes liad been tried to this cud, 
and in 1842 Sir R. Peel arraitgod a sliding scale by which the duty 
on foreign com varied exactly according to the price in Kngland, so 
that it could ho intro<luce(l as soon ns ever it would pay to sell it 
Lord John Russell, who was now the leader of the Whigs, was 
undoj'stood to bo in favotir of a fixed duty of eiglit shiHings in tho 
quarter, which, as it would always bo tho s.amo, w'outd be more 
likely to make trade steady. However, tho free-traders Cobden 
and Bright still xigitatcd for total repeal, and in 1845 tiiey wero 
iU’v^Isted by the terrible cataatrophe of the Irish faniino. 

For years tho Irish had learnt to rely upon the potato for their 
main support, and in tliat year the potitocrop failed. It was certain 
Th-airun that 1848 would be a year of famint, and it seemed 
famino. intolerable that the price of corn .should be kept up by 
artificial means. Accordingly Peel made up his mind that the corn 
Peel 6haa»«« *^**‘‘^^ olTcrtul to resign hia post, feeling tliat 

hiexiiiiid. gcucrai election tJie muiUienance of tlie 

coni lau'B had been one of tlic promises of the Conservatives, ho was 
not the right person to propose their repeal. 

Lord John Russell, however, failed to form a gownment, becaiiso 
Lord Grey (son of the former prime minister) refused to sit in the 
Lord John Cabinet if Lord Palacrston, wiio had alarmed the 
Whigs by his vigorous action in foreign policy, was 
ministry. allowed to be Foreign Secretary. Lord Stanley, 
who refusctl to have anything to do with tho repeal of tho corn laWs, 
was not prepared to form a government ,} 
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f>ir R. P«"cl tlicrefuicj remained in ofiice as tho only p»xsviMe 
ii\ini}«U?r, ami replaced Lord S^tanlcy by Mv. Gladsioue, who camu 
back as a freO‘trader. In 1B4G Peel carried a mcasiire ^ ^ 

pt lUo 

for the total repeal of the corn laws. The eflect of corn 

thin was to at onco lower tlie price of coni, and aa t>y !*«<»’' 
600 n afierwar^ls tliorc was a groat revival of the pro^!po!■ity of tho 
country, tho l>low %vas not felt by the agricultural 
population witli grciit severity as they luid cxjx'rtcd; 
while the Jitowlfdgo that bread i.s always uh cheap as |K)Ssible ig 
a groat prcservalivo a^isfiinst popular outbreaks in time of bad trade. 

It could not be expected, however, that the agnculluKil interest 
wrnild easily forgive Peel for having, as Uiey thougld, betrayed 
them. Accordingly th(?y formed a separate ji^irly in Au<?«roftKft 
the Hooso of Cojrmiotis under the load of Lorddeorge a8rt<-uiituri8i». 
Ih'iitiiick, with Mr. Disraeli as their chid spt>koHraan, This |>arty 
denounced Peel with all tlicir might, and when in ooiise(|ucTico cf 
the diaturlKid state of Ireland caused by the famine it was necesfury 
to re-enact the Anns Act, tlvey joined the Whigs defeat of 
in voting against it, ami Peel was driven to resig/i LoniJohu 
office. Upon tliis L<ird John lIui*soll bocarno Priiim 
Minister, with Lord Palmerston as Foreign Secretary. 

The year 1848 was marked l>y revolutions in almost every eapitfd 
in Europe, lu Franco the govermnout of LouU Philippe was over¬ 
thrown and a Republic established, of which Louis The year of 
Napoleon Biioiltp.arte, nephew of Napok-on the Fir.st, evolution*, 
was afterwards elected president. Similar dislurbanecs occurred in 
Italy, Germany, and Austria, and a grertt impetus wtis given U) tho 
desirft of both Germany and lialy for miUonal unity, and to tho 
aspirations of •all nations after popukr government. England’s 
filiaro in the upheaval was a rebellion in Ireland and a groat Chari ist 
demonstration. 

After 0‘Conuell had t>ecured the removal of the disabilities of tho 
Catliolics he at once began an agitation for the repeal of the Union, 
and in spite of the reform of^he Irish Church, the cycoimoirgr*- 
settlcment of tho tithe question, the reform of Irish aititation. 
municipal boroughs, arid other Irish legislation, he continued to 
agitate under tho governments of Lords Grey and Melbourne. In 
the time of Sirl^Pecd the moveniciitveachcd formidable dimensions; 
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O’Conruiirs word was law in Irelaiid, and he liad a large following 
in the House of Commons. Homa of his supporters ia Ireland were 
eagnjr to have recourse to arms, hut O’Connell, fightly appreqlatlug 
the .uselessness of tliis, forbade it, anti bis antbority was suOicienjL to 
rrtMwoutionof Fccure the putting off withemi disturbance of a huge 
o cottaeti. jnecting at Clonturf, which had been forbidden by 
the government. O’Connell, how'ever, had gone so far that he ^vaa 
proBCCuted by the government, and convicted in 1B44. 

Though tlie sentence was net aaido on the ground oflegal error, 
0’C(.V,mclI never recovered his infhioncc; |)ut the fuiluro of his 
Oxvibrca-Ttof constitutional agitation esasperatod the younger 
rebellion. mcrnbers of his party, and preparations for rebellion 
were soon begun. The leaders advocated rebellion in the United 
Irishman ncwsiiapcr, and when oulbrcaks wcniTed on the continent 
the excitement in IreUiul became very great, Govcrnuiont, how- 
ever, pro.sccut{^d the? leaders, and secured the conviction and 
transportation of Mitchel, the editor of the UniUd Trtftfman. 
This action disconcerted the conspirators, and in IB48 tho actnal 
rising, whicli was led by Mr. Smith O'Brien, a member of Parlia¬ 
ment, was a comploto failure. 

In London, the Chartists organised a great demonstration on 
Keuaington Common, from which they intended to march hi 
or«*t ChartJat pioccssion to WeiJtmiliBter, and to present a monster 
moetiaip. petition to Parliament. Croat fears wore raised that 
this would result in a riot, and as wild rumours W'fo afloat of tlie 
number of armed Chartists who were ready for rebellion, mUitarj' 
precautions were taken by the Duke, of Wellington, and numbers of 
special constables were sworn in. The whole allair turned^ out a 
farce. The procession was never formed. Tl»e* petition, when 
presented, was found to contain numbers of flctitioits and absurd 
names, such as the Duke of Wellington, Prince Albert, and Punch, 
and society «fooii regained its confldence. , ^ 

The subsidence of the Chartist agitation for reform was soon 
followed by the taking up of the qi^stion in raTliameut iteell^ ^d in. 

Befbjcmtfckea Locke King carried against the government 

upia a motion for making the franchbe in counties the 
iParuam«Qt. borottghs. Oft this Lord Jolm Ihtssell 

resigned; but as Sir It. Peel had died in 1350, jind Lord Stanfey 
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cofild Hot form a governm^mt, Lord Joliii coiisoiik^d to resume 
office^ 

In 1$49 a groat step was taken in the kiritoiy of the British Einjiire 
l>y tho grant of IVvlmnRnitiuy institutions to the Aashnlian 
oulonics. This grant hj\« boon extemitd by degrees l»<iyiftni«at« 
to Other colonies and has bmm of the utmost im- 
iwtlijnee in securing to the colonies the coutnil over coioni««. 
their own allairs to wind* such IhHiri&hing and loyal communities 
arc cut hied. The san\e-year the navigation of th* 

laws, which had be^jn inmhJJed l>y liuskijisoii, were 
altogether repealed. 

In the year 1^51 the tirst <»f the series of great exhihitions was 
lu;ld, chiefly through the influence of Pi incc Albert. ar«at 
Hopes wore aroused i)i some qnarlers that wars ®Khnsition 
would soon he unkimwn, and that cominoniiivl rivalry would 
engfOBS the energies of all nations io (lie exchtsion of nnlitary 
andiition. 


Ilowcvcr, in Docoinher the same year Louis Kapoleon took 
advantage of the niq>opuh\rity of soiue acts of the ItepubHoan 
dcp«tie.s, and of the |>opularit.y of tlie name of ooupu'iftttfc 
Kapoleon among the Koldieis and the peasantry, to 
overthrow the republic which ho luid sworn to defend, 
and to secure al»soliito power f<:>r himself. A year later Iio took 
the titi« of Kmperor of the Frcncii. 

It wfis genially holicyed titat the now ernpevov would try to 
repair the disa»tm of hfs nnclc, by winniiig military suewss over 
BitHsia, Austrifi, and IhiijiPja, and especially that ho veatvofVreacb 
w^onid attempt to avenge Waterloo. Accordingly, «wiiwtioo. 
I^rd John Bpssell hroughl in a bill to btrengthen ourbelvos by 
tcoiganizing tlie niihluu To j;>art of Uiis hill Lor<l ihilinerston, who 
. Iiad been coinfxjllcd to resign lua office of Foreign Secretary in 
consequence of a letter lie had written to Louis Kapoleon w'ithout 
tiie cqrisentof his colleagues, objecte^I, and he succeeded in defeating 
thagovernment. On this Loijl John again resigned, n^itaaticnaf 
Olid the post of Pretnier was mken by Lord Stanley, 
tvlio had now succeeded his father a» Karl of Derby, i^d3>«rby‘« 
ami Mr. Disraeli l^ecamo Cl^m,*eVlor of tlie Exchequer, ministry, 
governmont, however, did not last long, for Mr, Di«raeH*» budget 
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was Ro severely ciiticiscil by Mr. Gladiitono, that I^orcl Derby waa 
defeated, 

A cwililion miukt.ry xvas tlien forme«3 by a iiJiioii between tljo 
follo^vere of Sir K. Peel, of wboni the chief were Lord Al:>onIeen, 
30 oi*a Newcastle, Sir J. Graham, Mr. Sidney 

Aberdeen's Herbert., and Mr. Gladstone, with Lord Jo!m RnfcscH 
uinietry. Lord Palmerston. In this government I^ord 

Aberdeen wius 1‘romicr, Mr, Gladstone Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
liOrd Jolin Russell wa.s for a few weeks Foreign Sf.Hfrefary, but 
in 1S03 was succeeded by Earl <"lar€ndon,fciid Lord Palmerston, 
to whose foreign policy the Pecliles objected, took iho nom© 
Oflice. At home Mr. Oladstono continucMl Peers iiuaucial policy of 
remitting taxation as far as possible and so securing tho advaritagea 
of froo-lrado. 



It is not, however, for their home policy that the Aberdeen 
government is famous; the chief event of its time was the 
orisinofth* Kussian Wiir, into which we entered as the allies of. 
Kunianwar. franco and Turkey. Fear of Russian intrigues 

against the Turkish empire was tli^ cause of tho war. The Czar 
demanded that the Sultan should acknowledge his right to protect 
tho Christian subjects of T^irkcy. This would have made Russia 
all-powerful in Turkey, and England and Franco supported the 
Sultan in his refusal. Unfortunately, Lord Abqy'deen’s ministeni 
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fjitkil fo niiike Rusfiia understanul tlmt tliey meant what they 
ajul that w^ar woulU fi'How if their denjaiuls were not re>;av<letl. 
The Emperor of the French was desirous of tij'hting the Itii&'jian.s as 
the ally of Englaiul, and tlic feeMeiiess of tho nunislry allowoil 
England to be dragged Into a war of which neither we ^xor tho 
Czar Nicolas wore desin;ms. 


Tho Kussiiins began hy attackii^g tho Danuhian provinces 01 
Turkey* and after they had been driven hack hy the Turks, tho 
British Froncli th-cidcd to invade tho (.’rirnea outbreii^k 

in order to de^droy 4ho great I’vissian anconal of cam^TErn in 
BohaJitopol, which was to the Black Rea what IVu ts- tUoCrlm<M». 
mouth is to llie English Channel. On lai^ding, the allies, under 
I>ord Kaglan, defeated tlio Kussirum at tljt* battle of 
the Alma, September 20, and then formed tlio siege, 
of Sebastopol hy sea and land. The attempts of tho Uussians to 
relieve it led to the hattles of Ik\laolava on Oclohor 25, and 
Inkertirian on Kovernber 5, in which the allies were Balaclava, 

again viotmious; hut the severity of the. winter and imtorman. 

the luiserahle arruiigenients of tho Iiorno government made tho 
Btegc a much longer operation than liad been expected. 

The diMgraceful mismanagement of tho war hy lAird Aberdeen 
and some of his colleagues, caused l\fr. Iloebuck to bring forward 
in the House of Commons a motion for a committco to inquire into 
its cause. This led to the resignation of the ministry in .hmuary, 
1855. Lord I'tUmcrston, in whoso vigour every one believed, thou 
became head of a Whig ministiv. Tho new , ^ 
ministry pushed on the siege vigorously. A railway Paimer«to&a 
was jfiade frpm Balaclava to the camp, and supplies ®*^*'“*®^*^* 
6f all kinds wt^e sent out in abundance. In the spring Sardinia 
joined tho alliance, and in September, 1855, Seboatopol fell. 
Besides invading the Crimea, the British fleet had bombarded 
some of tho Rn.ssian ports in the Bailie, hut without much success, 
while In Asia Minor the Russians took Kara from the Turks. 


Keitbcr side saw any chance |f inflicting fatal loss on the other, 
and in 1856 peace was concluded at Paris. By that ite«uitiofth« 
peace Russia w'as Iwund not to refortify Sebastopol 
nor to keep men-of-war in the Bkck Sea. These conditions were 
repudiated by Russia in 1870; but the result of the war was to 
cripple her resourcca for some time. 
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TIic war with Itussia was followed by a difficulty with China, 
The ChinoHO were vei^ hostile to ]Cufoj»e«m tradei-s, and tlie flr«t 
war With tliem bad occurred in 1839. This had 
CbjneMwart. cession of Hongkong to ICngland, and 

fho opening of several otiier ports to onr trade. In 1850 the 
(yliineso, quite h^gally, seized the Arrowy a vessel of the kind known 
as a lorchtt, which was flying tlio British flag, Tliis led to a 
quarrC'l with the CJiiiicse Custom House officers, in which the 
liritifiii were iu the wrong, and war follovred. ThtI conduct of 


Lord ralmerston was vigorously athujlced by the Peelitea, by 
I^ord John Uussell, by the Consers'atives, and by Cobden and 
Bright, who liad become the headers of the Manchester school of 
politiciuriH, who disapproved of Lord Palmerstou’s vigorous assertion 
of the rights of Englbhrncn on tins and other occasions. On being 
beaten in tlio House of Commons Palmerston requested the queen 
to dissolve Parliament, and the country gave him a largo majority. 

Bofoi'o tho war with China had g<mo far, the country was'^startled 
by the news of a mutiny among the Bengal scpovfi in India. The 
Oaiiae»ofth« caiisca of the outbreak wore numerous. Sluch cxcitc- 
xndiau mutiasr. n^jcut had bcou cuusod by Lord Didhousie's annex¬ 
ation of Oodh, from which many of the Bengal sc^ioys came, 
'^rhere was a widespread but unfounded fear among the natives tto 
tlio British i»itonded to introduce Christianity by force and to p6t 
an end to their cherished practices and superstitions. There was a 
prophecy that the British mlo should only lasW'for one hundred 
years, and that time had now' ©lapsed since tlio battle of Ilassey. 
l^ostly, the autliorities had served out rifle cartridges, the bullets of 
which wore wrapj>ed in greased rags. This grease w^ saidlby tlie 
natives to bo made of cow's fat and itog's lard, and as the Hindoos 
reverenced the cow, while tlic Mohammedans detested tlie the 
result of the mlvtiirc W'as to irritate both the Hindoos and the 
Mobaramedans. 

Accordingly, the I^engal sepoys broke into revolt, muriiered their 
officers, seized Delhi, where they fet up as leader the descendant 
oattjrmk of of the Great Mogul, and tried to raise a national 
tho mutiny, rebellion. The British army, however, at on^ 
besieged Delhi, which prevented tho mutiny from spreading^ while 
other parties held out at Lucknow, the capitaj of Oudh, and at 
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CavFTipore or t!»e Ganges. Lower down tho river the Ihitbh novor 
lost the upper liand. thifortunately. Cawnporo was tiikon heforo 
relief caitkOy and a terrible massacre followed. Lucknow held out 
till General HavelvK'k forctvl Im way in ajid reinforced the garrison. 
After great e:tcr(iojia Delhi was captured, mainly owing to the 
tldcUty of tlie recently conquered Sikhs, which cimbJe<l Sir John 
fjfiwrenco, the commissioner of tho Purijab, whose adfnitiiblo ndo 
had »u four ycnriii completely won over tho Sikhs, to Rend largo 
remforcev/lfents to the boHiegers of Delhi. This succesa broke the 
noek of the muliu3^. J^oon Sir Colin Carupbell arrived from I'^igland 
with relidbrccincnts, and though very severe fighting followed, 
especially at the final relief of Lucki)0>Y, the country was at length 
reduced to qtueL 

Since the mutiny tho proportion of English to native .soldiers has 
l.‘een much larger than before. Tho result of the mutiny was to bring 
to an end the long and great career of tlie East India Henuit* ofth<» 
<]Jgmpany. A bill juissed transferring its powers mutiny, 
to the Crown, which adiuiiiLste]*s them through a Secretary of State 


ia E(5glaiid and a Viceroy or Govonior-general hi India. 

In 1853 I^ord Palmoraton^s government was defeated on a 
CoTifiphacy to Murder Bill, which had been brought in in conwqucnco 
of tho discovery that a plot made by Orsini, an Italian, oontpimoy to 
to murder the Emperor of tho French had been coft- Murder Biii. 
trived In England. It was thought that Lord Palmerston ha<l show n 
too much defei»riC 0 to the wis^hes of tho Frendi, against whom tho 
British wore irritated on account o( tho vainglorious and thrc,atening 
langmtge of Uio French military olliccrs. In cottsequcnco of tho f<;ar 
of irfV4sioD, largo l>odi«t5 of volunteers wore formed voiuwt««rs 
after tho mridel of thofse at tho beginning of the fomwi. 
century, and these li.avc since become a moat important part of our 
^'steiti 6f uatiotml defence. 

. Lord PalmeFston was followed by Lord Derby, who again made 
Mr, Distaefi fala of the Exchequer, By them a Keform 

Bill was introduced, which att^pted, >vhile extend- j>«rby« 
fug j^e franchiicie, to give greater weight to education second 
atid thrift by giving votes to graduates and school- 
masters, holders of savings in the public Binds and savings banks. 
These were $tig|Qialixc 5 <l by Mr. Bright as fancy franchises/’ 
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aud on the defeat of the hill, Lord Palmerston again became Prime 
x^rd ]iUiiister, with Lord John UusscU as Foreign Secre- 
**^*“*”^“‘* tary, and Mr. Crlaihstonc, who liad the reputation of 
raintatry. bojDg tho greatest financier of the day, and who430W 
raiikc<l^4S a Lihenil, Chaucellor of the Exclieqner, Thin goveniniOnt 
hfimglit ill a Ueform Bill, but s<)on droppe«l it; and as neitlier liord 
Palniorstounor tho Conservatives wished for reform, the subject wan 
not brought forward e.xcept 1)y private members for ijevera) years, 
ill ISdO Cubden negotiated a coimntTcial treaty v?ith France, 
similM' to that njudo by Pitt in 1780, by which both countries 
agreed to lower their customs diiticH with a view to Ibo promotia?^ 
of commerce* In IHOl the duty on paper was abolislicd, and as 
the tax on newspapers ihemselveH hud ixjcn rep<‘aled in 1855, tho 
press has since thw date been iintranimclled by taxation. 

During Lord Palmerston’s goveruniciit, however, several very 
important events hapjiened abroad. In Northern Italy, in 1859, 
. I'ranco joined !8ardinia in expelling tho Austrians 
thokio^om from Lombardy, which tvas cfi’ected by tho battles of 
Qt Italy. ;Montebello, !Magenta, and Kolferino; and in the South 
Garibaldi freeil Sicily and Naples. These countries, with Tuscany 
and Parma, joined Sardinia, tvhoso king, Victor Emmanuel, was in 
18til proclaimed King of Italy by an Ihiliau Parliament, tho States 
of tlio ChurcJi and Venico being still in the hands of the Pope and 
Austria respectively. 

fn 1801 a war broke out between tlio Northeftl and Southern 


States of North America, whicJi threatened to re.sult in tho divirioii 
Civil wav in tho of the United States into two hostilo cornniunitics. 

United filates. Kugtanj th© European States re¬ 

mained neutral. In spite, however, of our neutrality, a ctuiscr, tho 
Ahbama., was built at Birkenhead for tho Soutlicm States, and 
allowed to leave tho harbour. This act was regarded by tho 
Northerners as an infriugement of our neutrality, and caused great 
irritation, which w’as not allayed till 1872, when Mr. Gladstone’s 
Government submitted tlie naatter pi arbitration, and wo had to pay 
113,000,000 as damages. In the end tho North triumphed,’ and 
the integrity of the Union was preserved mainly through the in¬ 
domitable perseverance of President Lincoln and the military skill 
of Gencml Grant. During tho war the slave% of the Soutlicm 
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States were doclaretl ti> be free, ainl since then the Ticprroos of Urn 
Uuitfhl Stetfifl have had the amw rights as their feUow-cIti/orw. 

Tho same ministry saw a distinct step taken in the directiau of 
Oormaa unity, Kver since 1814, when Oenuaiiy had risen against 
Niipoleon, many of tlie l>est BtatesTnen of that conntry of 

had wished to sec her ntiited into one j>cople, instea<l o**^™*® uuitr. 
of being divided into a niunber of small a>ul often hostile ntitcs; 
but the opposition of the small courts to any idea of cttinction was 
a great bur ^0 progress in thiB direction. In 1!^34, luAvevcr, a inovo 
was made bv unitmg^an Germanv into a Zollvcrfdn <>r Customs 
Union: and the revolutionary year of 1848 gave a further impetus 
to the question. So long, however, as Austria was the leading State 
nothing could be done, and France viewed with jealousy any 
change which was likely to make Germany stronger; but in 1861 
William I. became King of Prussia, and made Herr von Bismarck 
hia chief ad\nscr. This great statesman saw' that Geinian unity 
could be effected by making Prussia the leading Slati?, and he 
steadily worked for that purpose and encouraged the idea <»f 
German unity. Up to 1864, however, Austria and Prussia were on 
fair terras, and in that year they took from Denmark wuraipainat 
the provinces of Holstein and Schleswig, wliich were i>«»inark. 
German by nationality, but had long been in Denmark’s liarifD. 
Two years later,♦however, in 1866, they quarrelled, and a war ensued 
Iwtwcen Prussia and a few of the North German States, against 
Austria, who wffe supported by Hanover, Bavaria, Victory or 
Saxony, and the South Gormans. In tins war Prussia 
was completely victorious, owing to the geniuH of her berauiea. 
great general, Moltke, and tho advantage given by tho possession of 
a breech-loading rifle, and completely defeated the Austrians at tin? 
battle of Sadowa. The result wa« to exclude Austria from inter- 
fermg in Germany proper, and to place Prussia, as Bismarck intended, 
at the head of the German nation. At tho end of ^ 

. «• i . . H,. . , 1 r» Veftlee «rAln«d 

tfeia war Italy acquired Vemee by treaty, but Rome by itnir. 
still remained under the rule of tife Pope. 

In 1861 the queen had the misfortune to lose her Death <rfprinc« 
husband, the Prince Consort, W'ho had long been her -Amert and 

. . • V . » 1 . rt w f marriagaof 

c^uef adviser. In 1863 the Prince oi wales was tuevrinceor 

married to the Prigeess Alexandra of Denmark. Waiw. 
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TIio death ot‘ Lord Palmcrfiton in 18C5 was the end of a period 
which iJiay be said to have begun in 1B35 with the first ministry of 
jseaiAof Sir li. Pocl. During it many most vahmbie measures 
<i»ShSriSS?tt«r passed and many reforms instituted. It had 

of«aewif»rioa. secii the establishment on a large scale of onr rail wav 
and steamboat systems, the iutrodnetion of t!m |>enny post and tho 
telegi*aph, the advance of all forms of education, and formation 
of a widespread public opinion. This opinion had lat|erly taken 
the shape of a desire further Parliamentary reform, and it vrast 
uinversally expected that tho death of Lord*Palmerston would bo 
followed by a movement in tliat direction. 

Accordingly, the new Prime Minister, Earl (furmorly f*ord John) 
Ihissell, framed a Reform Bill, which was introduced by Mr.Gladstone. 

This bill was a moderate measure, and conseduently 
** »Moad * pleased nobody. It was disliked by Mr. Bright and 
ittiiiiaUF. Radicals because it did not go far enough, and 

by the Conservatives and moderate Whigs Ixjcauso it went too 
Mr.ijow'B Tb>bert Lowe, a Whig, went m far aa 

cAAB, to form a group of rnernhers to oppose it. Those 
discontented Whigs wore likened by Mr. Bright to tho followera 
of David in tho cave of Adullarn, and wore hence called the 
ijord Adullamitcs, They wore strong enough to enable Mr, 

tbii'a wiatwtry. pj^r^xcU to defeat the bill, and Lord Derby upon that 

came into office with a Conservative government of which Mr. 
Disraeli was leader in tho House of Commons. 

Reform had now been attempted in vain by private members 
and by botli Whig and Tory governments. There was a strong 
Tb« Aofom question ought to bo settled, espe^ 

Queation ciftlly aa large meetings in tlio counlry and rk^ts In 
•euiAd. Hyde Park showed that the unenfranebised classes 
were thoronghly in earnest in their demand for votes. Accoi^ngly, 
tho government determined instead of mei^ely lowering the Bi)i^ 
chise from £10 to £6 as had been proposed, to settl^tlm mattet. 
once for all by giving a veto to of: householders in towns. 
course was not popular with many Conservatives, and 1401x1 Cran* 
bourne (afterwards Marquess of Salisbury) and r40td Camamn 
resigned office; but it was supported by the Liberals, and a hill to 
this effect was successfully passed in IB67. At the same time 



WTIJ 


fj>rd D<rby — V/srac/i-^ 


447 


iho in tlio counties was given to all Ji:12 houRelioltlcns^ 

anil a partial mlistribution of seats was eirccteil, liy 
wlilch, foUo'sHng the method of 1802, many inemlwrs 
were taken from ancient hut fiinall ijorouglis and iatovro*. 
given to rising towns or to populous ccmritles, * 

Meanwhile the idalo of Ireland had begun to attract altentioi). 
'fho armed outbreak of 18’IB had proved ^ failuix*; but tho large 
part taken^>y Irininacn in the American war had s^rioiui «tato 
filled the leaders of disafi'oetion with the hop© of ofireio-nd* 
getting Irish giddicrs fi^>m America; and according!}’, Stephens' who 
had taken port in the rising of 1848, fiwinoil the Irish F*nt«,rt 
Republican Brotherhood, the memben of wliich are coawimtsy. 
generally known as FoniauH. The attempt at armed iimurreotion 
completely failed, but numerous outrages were perpetrated both in 
England and Ireland. 

Accordingly, Mr. (ikilstonc, who w'as now regarded ag fho leader 
of the Liberal party, declaring that it was unjust to Ireland to main¬ 
tain the Irish Church, determined to disestablish it. oindston*'* 
In thk he was supported hy the Libend party, and poucy. 
he carried a resolution in favour of dhestabiishrnent against the 
goveniment. In Uie general election which follpwcil, o«n«r«i 
tho Liberals, as hid been the e^lse in 1832, secured a »x*c«on. 
large majority, having 128 votes more than theuT opponents, and 31 r. 
Dkraeli, who had become Friinc Minister on Lord Derby’s retire* 
mcfit tlmingh illliealth, iinmediatcly resigned. 

The; new miriistry, of which 3D, Gladstone was Premier, Mi% 
Lowe CSianceUor of the Exchc<pner, and .Mr, Bright President of 
tho Board of Trade, was pledged to extensive reforma coacsmions 
both- ih IrcUnif .and England. In the former it 
disestabiished aiid partially disendowed the Irisli Church, passed 
a Infind Bill, giving Irinli tenants tho power of selling their tenant- 
rightrand.i^ttexhamted improvements to tho mcoming tenant, which 
it hoped would permanently assuage tho iS-fetding which Isad 
eikkiod between landlord and teiiint in tliai er>uDtry, and attempted 
imfiiecesi9fiilly toestablisli a new system of Irish university education. 

In England Mr* Forster proposed, in 187<^ an Education Act, by 
^iah School Boards were to lie elected, where ncecs- A«ibntt« 
saryi by the iiAabitants of parishes and Iwou^iSy tuKaeJwui 
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wiUi a view to filliitg tip at Iho expvttse of tlie ratepayers any 
clefieiciKries in the supply of elementary edification which had hcen 
already provided by the philanthropy of the clcr^ or other 
benevolent persons. The University Tent Act, passed in J871, 
allowedf Nonconforinista and Catholics to take their degrees at 
Oxford and Cambridge universities. A Ballot Act, by which secret 
voting in clectiong was secured, was passed in 1872, An Act cre¬ 
ating a Bupromo Court of Judicature inchuling all those courts 
wliicli from tirno to time had sprung out of the old (!!urm Ilegts, 
such as those f.)f Queen’s Bcmdi, Common PMas, and Ch.incory, was 
passed in 1873. Tn 1871 the queen, by the advice of the govem- 
Tuent, cancelled Ihe.ltoyal Warrant by which ofiicers in the army 
bought and sold their commissions. 

Abroad, tho great events were the Franco-German war of 1870- 
71, during which, after a series of defeats, Bouia Napoleon was 
forc^cfl to surrender at »Sodan and dethroned; Paris 
ForoiflmAflSnir*. ; all Germany xvas united under tho rule 

of tho King of Prus.sia, who took tho title of German Kmperor; 
and Franco lost tho provinces of Alsace and Lorraine, wiiich, like 
Schleswig and llolstoin, were claimed by Germany. After the fall 
of Napoleon France again became a republic. 

During the war tho ftilians took Rome, which became the capital 
Huiwift’ii united Italy, and so brought to an end the ten:q)oral 
repudiation pow'cf of tho Pope. Tlic I'lnglish ministry secured 
sao'ciaiSIeB neutrality of Belgium, which ha<f^been guaranteed 
of the Treaty in 183<>; but Russia having declared her intention 

of 

of again placing men'Of-w’'ar on the Black Sea, tho 
Treaty of Paris was set aside in her favour, * 

In 1874 Mr. (Gladstone suddenly dissolved Parljdmont, proposing 
if replaced in power to abolisli the income-tax. A Conservative 
oenar&i reaction, however, similar to that which followed tlio 

Reform Bill, had set in, and the Conservataves 
miniatry. having gained a majority of forty-eight over all Uie 
other parties, Mr. DisracU TOturnef to power, A period of st^a- 
tion in legislation followed tlie refonning zeal of Mr, Gladstone, and 
tlie chief interest of tho nation was given to foreign politics. 

The state of the Christian provinces of Turkey had a^n become 
very serious, and not only did Herzegovina bre%k out into revolt^ 
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l>ut. also Servia fii'^agcd in open war with Turkey. The groat ilau< 
g«r wtrrt, Uiat Uussia would lU'SO thoso troubles as an 
oiMuiing for pushing on her usual designs against 
I'onstonimople, anti the Turks, afraid of this, put down a new fevolt 
which broke otit in llutgaria with*terrible cruelty. This oiitrageoua 
conduct WiV 3 denounced l>y Mr, Gladstono wilti the utmost violence, 
rttui for a time the country was filled with indignation against Turkey. 

Meanwhile, as had been expected, Uussian troops crossed the 
Daruihc rtfd invaded Turkey, and, in epito of a brave resistance 
from the Turks, seenigd h) bo on the point of seizing 
Con«tardin<*plo. To prevent tills the Karl of Bea- War. 
oonsficM (formerly Mr. Ifisr.ieli) despatched an English fleet to 
< Constantinople, brcmglit India sepoys to Malta, and made it clear 
that England would oppose the occupation of that city by the 
Itussians. The matter was settled by iho Berlin Treaty, by wliieh 
the pr«‘>vmces which Turkey had oppressed were separab^l from 
her, hut, to firevcnt. their being too mmdi under the pow'cr of 
Hussia, W'erc dividesl into two provinces, in one of which tho 
governor was to be appointed by 'J'urkcy. 

Trouble next occurred in India. In 1870 tho fpioon took tho 
title of Empress of India, by wlu’eh it is meant that sho has tim 
jKisition as was claimed befovo the mutiny by s®cona Afghan 
the Great Mogul. Russia, chei kod at Constantinople, 
began to press forward in Asia, and in 1878 sent an envoy to Cabul 
exactly as she Had done in 1838 . War followed, and tlie Knglisli 
forces took Cabal and Candahar, placed a new ameer on the throne, 
ami forced him to concede certain places along tho frontier which 
mad^us much stronger than before. Unhappily, the envoy, Cavag- 
nari, who was «eufc to represent England at Cabul, was murdered 
in a popular outbreak, and we were again obliged to invade the 
country and retake Cabul and Candahar. 

MeanwhUe in Ireland, m spite of Mr. Gladstone's concessions, a 
demand bad been springing up for an Irish Parliament, under the 
. name of Home Rule, and a I^aad League had been _ 

^ .1 . . . HoweRoJtt 

formetl on the model of tlie Gathohe Association tn 

of O^Connelh 'to secure further concessions to the 
tenants. Tills promised very serious difficulty in the iinmedmte 
future, and Lotd,iBeacon.sfiehl, when Parliament was dissolved in 

2 « 
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1880, pointed out the danger. However, Mr. Oladfttono had raised 
Oen«rai * great wftvo of indignation agiunst the foreign and 
»i«cwou. donrestio policy of Lord Beaconsfiold in a aeries of 

Drtftatoftho eloquent speeches deUveretl by him in the conrse of 
oon«orv^ive». visit to Scotland, and ho found himself returned 
to power hy ttie large majovity of 100 over the Conservalives. Some 
Irish mcinhers, however, who immhered sixty, kept aloof from either 
party, and declared themselves, ntider t!»eir leiulcr, Mr. hxniell, tlit* 
opponents of any English governmont, Whig or Tory,” 

Mr, Glatlsh^no accordingly became IVimO' Minister, witli Mr. 
Eorslcr Irish Secretary, Lord Oranvillo Forolgtx Serrotary, Lord 

rfartington SecTCtary of State for India, and Mr. 

Chanilfeilaiii rrcsidont of the Boarxl of Trade, Ho 
miautry* began a further course of Irkli legwlation, passing, 
irfmu Act. • ill 1881, the Irish Land Act, by which reiits in 
Ireland, instead of being settled, as elsewhere, by contract b«'itw*ocii 
landlord and tenant, wore fixed for fiftticn years in advance 
by a tribunal called a Ijand Court. At tho samo time he passal 
Fim Coercion '’^ry severe Coercion Act, aud imprisoned Mr. 

Birnell and many of tho Irish Icadeci, who retaliated 
by advising Iho tenants not to pay any rents at all. After a Umo 
OecoxiA Parnell was released, upon wJuch Mr. Forster 

cooroioa Act. itisigncd, TUo iioAv Secretary, Lord Frederick 
Cavendish, was murdered immediately on his arrival, and another 
and severer Coercion Act was then pasikrd. 

Abroad, Mr. Gladstone, after somo unsuotcessful lighting, restored 
pmctical independence to tlio Trttni>\'«al, a Dutch sottlement ht 
ijitertiertmce in South Africa which had . been annexed by Lord 
B»yvt, Boacousdeld, and withdrew the British troops froiii 
Caiidahar. In 1882 he interfered in Egypt, in which country Franco 
and England had for some time exercised a dual control, andl. 
suppressed a movement which had been sot on foot by an <^eer 
named Ambi, with the object of ficcuring inftucnce for the army 
and uativo Egyptians^ In this inter.brcnce the forte of Alexandria^ 
\yhich were in Arab^s hands, were bombarded, and .j^Ambi himself 
defeated by General Wolsdoy, at the batBo of Tel-ol-feebir. White 
the British army was lu Egypt an umirrection, iieadeil by e reii- 
gwiws adventurer styled the Mahdi, broke out te the Soudan^ a. 
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pm b^e on tho Mile, '^vldch bid long been in the pt>ftiXf\ssion of 
K^vpt, On tlio defeat of on Kgyinian oriny led by o*wdnii 
mi Kng^bhmon, tbei English Goverumont ordered tho Gordon. 
Khedive to abandon tho Soudan, and sent (ieneral Gordon to effect 
iho peaceful witlidruu-al of ita garrisons. Tho^Malidi, liowever, 
besieged Gencnd (.iror«K>n at Khartoum, and tho goTcmment sent 
out mi expedition to rescue him, but «.h laved so long that, before 
ii)&8bitAnce#mTive'.h tiordon was taken uru.l killed. New South 
Wales sent a contm^vaii (o asisifit England, whicli took |*art^in tho 
operations, and (.\uiuSkiii boaliucn \ver<* <fiupkn cd on the Nile, 

Mciinwhile tho LilxM’als. who had K»ng advocated tho oxtensjon 
of houBchold suffrage to the cotinties, passed a bill through the 
CJommontt for tirat piirposo. The hill, however, was Hotta«h6id 
rejech5<l hy tijo Lords, who thought that a plan 
for realistribution of seats ought to bo .submitted at coauttsts. 
tho Kime time. Tlsc rejection of tbo bill cani^cd some agitation 
iu the country; but after a tiuio a conference was comptomun 
agreed «fK>n between tlio IcadcTs of l>oth paitlos, 
and ti joint ficluirne of rctlistribution was adf>ptt*(l, con«<}rvtttive», 
which couliinsod tho change lK>gim in JR'k2, and .also, by splitting up 
largo cbnstitiumcies into several divisions returning one member 
each, attempted to secure the rights of minorltica. 

Tide bill wa« agreed upon, but before it had passed, tho Gladstono 
administmiUion ^as defeated on the Budget, and on FtuiortUft 
the re^gnation of Mr.GIftfLtonCj Lord Salisljury came 
. into povVer, In tho Genercd Election which follosyiid 
in the aidumii of 1885, llie Conservatives and 
Liberals were ijoarly equally balanced in the English 
towns,: bnt the Liberals secured a majority in Scotland, 

Wakai and among the newly enfranchised county 
X^ters j while Ireland returned a large majority of Homo Rulers. 

Tlk numbers of parilos wore, Liberals 332, Gonfiemtive* 
250, Home Ritlon 86, When Parliament met, Lord Salisiurj’e 
government was defeated on Ai amendment to tho cfaanettof 
Address, and Mr. Gla(fetohe became Prime Mhnstcr uovmimmxt. 
for tite third time. It was soon announced tliat the Prime Minister 
had determined to adopt a Home Rule policy in Ireland, and in 
April, 1886, he ^Iwdught forward two bills dcsiling with Ireland. 
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The first of these proposicd to alter the Act of Uu»on of 1600 by 
ormeting (a) that a Parlinmoat sIioulO ^^it in Dublin for the cousMer- 
Tho,HoTn« ation of all Irisli mattew which wore not rcscr\'(Hl for 
KaiaBiu. tho Imperial Parliament at Westminster; (h) tliatth© 
Trish inof/ibeni and Irish peers should cease to sit in the Imperial 
Parliament except when tlio constiiiition of the Irish frovernment 
^vas under revision; (c) tliat the cxeoullvo government of Ireland 
should bo responsible to the Irisln Parliament; (d) that beland was 
still to bo regarded as part of the United Ivingdom, and should 
pay a contriljnlion to imperial expenses; (c) Vhat the control over 
foreign affurs, the army and navy, and the reguhition of the Irish 
customs dnti(‘S should bo reserved for the Imperial Parliament. 

'rho second bill was a Land Act, by which it was proposed that 
Th«x*ftna a sum of money should he advanced to Ireland with 
rurchdaeAct. purchase for the tenants the estates of the 

Irish landlords at a vabialion based upon the judicial rents fi xed 
in ui'cordiuieo with the Land Act of LS8I, 


These proposals caused a division in the Liberal party, ami Lord 
Ilaitiugton, w-ho hud refiiscd to join Mr. (Iladstone’s government, 
^ , Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr. (looj'ge Trevolvan, both of 

tho Homo wliotn had resigned on the production of the bills, 
BuieRiu. joijied with Mr Goschen and Mr. llright in resisting 
Mr. Gladstone’s scheme. Tho result was that the Homo llule Bill 
was rejccU'd by 1141 votes to 311, Mr. Gladstone at once advised 
tho rjneon to dissolve Parliament, and appealed lo the country 
Qeaereii ^ support his proposals. The result of the elections , 
oioction. Gladstone 278 followers (Including 

85 Irish Home Ihilers), and to the Unionists 301 (3l8Conserv^atives 
and 73 Liberal Unionists). Upon this Air. Glailstono resigned, 
and Lor<l Salisbury again came into power, supported by tho 
Oon.sorvatives and by the Liberal members of the Unionist patty. 

Lord Salisbniy’s ministry remained in fKiwer for six years, and 
passed a immber of important inea.s«res. One of these, called tlio 
irisn Crimes Act an^ passed in 1887, made it easier 

iiC»i»iation. jq pi igouers, who were accused of certain kinds 

of crime connected with the land and with political agitation. 
Another removed .some of the defects of Mr, Gladstone’s I^and Act 
of 1881, and a third provided for tho making if light railways, 
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whft-li wore iiitoiiiloil to o|H^n up the country uii<] niuke (he Irish 
lurtuers more prosj'crous, 

lir KuKlaiol by far the irreatest acliievemeut of the niiuisUy was 
the jmsiug of the LtiCiil Govonimcnt Act of 1880. This created 
county councils, ami .so oiiable'd the luhahitaiiis of county 
rural disnicU to manage (heir local ;v(V.drs tinonpji Oounc'ite Act. 
tlicir eh'Cted ropi\‘:s<'ntalives, as the boioughs ami had done 

since 1836. It also created a couniv council for all Loudon 

ij 

that is in'^ include'! In tlio old city boundaries, and so wi\.s the 
means of giviup: a eoiiftoruto spirit to tlie capital, which has already 
ma<lc a great cluniKc irj I;ondou life. 

^ince Mr. Forster’s Educalion A<;1 was; paj^.setl in 1870, great 
ellorts had been nnido to .secure tbo regular lUteuduuce of all 
children of i.*chool age; but the pavnjeut of the Ftp© 
sclim.d-peiice had proved in many cases to be 
11 great diJlicuIty in the way of co!upulsi'>n and a. fiuitful siuuco 
of irregularity. To remove this hindrance to e<lur.ali<ui, an A< 1 
was passed in by which it was provided that, with a ftov 

exceptions, the fee;s of all cliibhen at Klcmentary Schools should 
be piiid by the state. 

la 1887, the I’hirish Government took the most iuipoidant .^Icp 
of calling n conference in London of delegates from each of ihn 
chief seif-governiiig colonies. F<U’ many years it Xhe 
was the general opinion of j)oliticiuijj> that tJio Coiojiioa. 

colonic.'? wouldthi no short time declare Ibcrnselvei? independent; 
but a newer and belter in.suuctcd school of .*itaic‘gmen J»a<.l 
Goruo to tho front, headed by Mr. Fc>rster, and after IujJ death hy 
Lorit Rosebery, who clearly saw* the fid:y of such an assiimptivu), 
and wero determhied to do all Uiey could to keep the empire 
together. Under their influence public oj?Jtiion underwent a jojud 
change, and the London Colonial Conference was the firfit-fruits (4 
the new policy. 

For some time the attentiou of Europe had been attracted to 
Africa. At tho hegimiing oj Queen Victoria’s reign littlo Wixa 
known of the.interior of that continent; but since 
then the exertions of such men as Livingstone, 

Burton, Stanley, and others, had done a great deal to explore iho 
beeius of the Nilij^ the Congo, and the Zambesi, while the disco very 
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of bad CiWtficd a great rtisb of emigrants to the Cajte Colony* 
aiKl the Traiivsvaal. Acoor<}iriglv', Britiah, (Jermanit^ and Belgian,«>' 
settled in largo nuinliCTH, and abnonl the whole continent waF 
hrongJit under the influence of one or other of tfio European 
imtioiis* 

III Bpito of his defeat in l^$C, Mr. Gladstone had never ceased lo 
pre»B hiB Homo Rule policy upon the nation, and luul uomVdned it 
donftrft .1 pr<»posal» for the diseslahlishmeut of tlie Welsh 

Church, the establish men t of parish coiuicils, and 
other N’chemes, hy which fie hoped to inakci it more attractive. 
These wore known as tho Xowcaslle programme, and were so 
siiccossfnl that at the goneral idoetion of 18T2 he ftccured a slight 
nuijortty for bis views, viz. *274 British and 81 Iri«h Homo Rulers, 
sigainst 2<>9 Conservatives and dfl Uln'jral Unionishi. 

Accordingly, In* again as.smne<i the governmenC and devised a 
.second Homo Rule Bill, wliicli he brought hoforc Parliament in 

H Second Gladstone Imd pro* 

Home Bttift poscd to cxcludo tlio Irish members from the Imperial 
Parliament; in the new hill he proposed that they 
should sit nil it, hut .sliould not be allowed to vote on cxchiiwvcly 
British affairs. Finding, however, that this plan was unacceptable 
to his followers, lie altered it, and finally proposed to allow the 
voters not only to sit in tho Imperial Parliament, but also to vote 
on all matters which came before it, even if they were oxolusively 
British. In this form his bill passed tho House of Vommons by a 
;im.'tll majority, but waa immediately thrown out by tlio Lords. 

instead of appealing for the supiiort of tlio country against the 
Lords, Mr. Gladstone dropped liis Irish legislation and brot^hl 

__ ^ forward some English measures, llie^ chief of tliese 

oouncUa was the Parish Councils Act, by wliich the nianage- 
ment of local afiairs in each parish was put into the 
hands of ft parish meeting, similar to an oH English town moof, 
or in the case of the larger parishes into those of a parisfi councii. 

In 1804, after passing the Parisl^ Councils Act, Mr. Gladstonov 
wlio saw- no chance of carrying Homo Rule, and was then in his 
Low* eighty-fifth year, resigned, and Im place was tftjteii 
»(M«iienr. Hoscbery, wdth practically the same cablaei 

as heforc* Under Lord Rosebery nothing of striking impoit^eo 
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^rd Lord Saliibttry, 
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accom|^lis1i<?<jl> Tho i?r^tt;4?r p^irt of tlio boj^Iou of 1B05 wa« 
gh%'n npto ^li^^enp^^u^g a bill for {I\e clitseslablblinioiit aiul tlifsctidow- 
Vncni of the Welsh Church. an<i thore wiift some talk of pairing a 
rcsoluHon to condemn the power of the Ivords to reject' bUIs 
j>assc4 l>y the House of Couim<»n!?. ^^eauwhllo^ the govctnniont 
majority, never largo, was lapirlly (hviudling tljtrough defeats at 
hyo*oU*ctio»iS, and iu the summer of they were defeated on a 
vole ahou^the army. 

On tins Lord Tlosehery resigned, and was .saeceeded by Lord 
Salisbut)’ at the hcflld of a govevnmetit of ('!onservaliv5s and 
liiberal Unionists. Loixl Salislmry hinipelf was 
I’rimo HinistCT and Sec'retary of fc5<ato for h’oreigu 8aU»i>ury. 
AOairs. Mr. Artlinr Ikdfour, who had formerly distinguished hiin- 
s.df as Irisli 8ecrctary, became First Lord of the 'IVeasury and 
leader of the lionise of Ovuumoiis. The Duke of Devonshiro 
(formerly Lord Ilartington) bccumo President of t)»e rounoil, and 
Afr. Chambcrbln Cohutial Secretary. 

The new tninisfers at once appealed to the country, and in 
the general election which followed, received iho 
immense majorify of 152, made up of 310 Con- Biec^junof 
servatives and 71 Idbcrai UoionivSts, against 177 
British and 82 Irisli Homo 

Hero wo must close this little survey of the hii-tory of 
the British m^Ion. Wc have seen the f>tr«gglo for lihexty 
carried on between the king and the feudal 
*iiOblefi, wo have soon it coiitiuncd by the sturdy 
county gentlemen of the seventeenth centttry, and carried in 
to a ejiceesaful conclusion in the cstablisbmeut of the 
British constitution. Since that date wc. have seen the groflual 
progress of the country, though retarded by the French Revolu¬ 
tion, earned a step further by the admisisiou in 1832 of tho 
middle clivsstis to the vote ; and still later, by the changes of 
18<57 and 1885, we have seen every hoxischolder, both in town 
and country, entrusted with In share in the government of^ Ida 
country. During the same periotl it has been oiir lot io relate the 
of Britain from a little island on the coast of Europe iuto 
the Centre of a ^orld-wide empire, many of whose self-governing 
^eioni^ are farikrger than the whole empire was at a time when 
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